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HIGH, PUISSANT, AND MOST NOBLE PRINCE, 


CHARLES HOWARD, 
DUKE OF NORPOLK; 


FARL-MARSHAL, AND HEREDITARY EARL-MARSHAL OF 


ENGLAN D; 


EARL or ARUNDEL, sunkzx, NORFOLK, AND NORWICH, | 


BARON or lr HOWARD, SEGRAVE, BREWSE OP 
GOWER, FITZ-ALAN, WARRE N, CLUN, OSWALDESTRE, 
MALTRAVERS, GREYSTCCK, FURNIVAL, VERDON, 

/ LOVETOT, STRANGE OF BLACKMERE, AND 


HOWARD OF CASTLE-RISING; 


"+. a r — 


PREMIER DUKE, EARL, AND BARON or ENGLAND, 
NEXT THE BLOOD -ROYAL, 6 


AND- CHIEF OF THE ANCIENT AND ILLUSTRICOUS 


FAMILY OF THE HOWARDS; 


THis HISTORY or Tug : 
COUNTY OF NORFOLK 


Is (WITH PERMISSION) MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, 


BY HIS GRACE'S 


l MOST OBEDIENT HUMBLE SERVANTS, 


- 


z 


NORWICH, THE EDITORS. 


Auguſt 12,1781. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE EDITORS, impreſſed by the warmeſt ſenſe of 

gratilude for favors received. offer their moſt” ſincere 
thanks to thoſe Gentlemen who have ſo therally contri- 
buted towards the com pilation of the Hillory of Norfolk, 
by furniſhing (according to ther ſevcral capacities and 
incl inations) drawings and materials, both ancient and 
modern: And, as the merit of a publ/:catton depends not 
on the name of the compiler, but 'rejls entirely on the ac- 
curacy with which it is executed, the public, it is hoped, 
will not conſider this work leſs worthy of nottce—that 
# IS ANONYMOUS, 


To accommodate the public with a uſeful and ENxrER“— 
TAINING deſcription of the county, AT A MODERATE 
EXPENCE, was the grand, the ultimate objefl of the 
Editors: How far they have ſucceeded it would be 
thought improper for them to judge. This, however, they 
may with confidence affurm, that neither labor nor expence, 


on their part, has been ſhared in executing the whole with 


accuracy—and with elegance; of which, the vaſt 
number of engravings is no inconſiderable proof. 


It was the intention of the Editors to have added, by 
way of Appendix to each hundred, ſuch articles of infor- 
mation as might be communicated to them ſubſequent to the 
body of the work; as alſo, an Errata; but the additional 
materials were ſo partial, and the typographical errors 

uch only as unavoidably occur in works of compilation, 
(which are readily excuſed and correfed by the judictous 
reader) that an obtruſion of either was judged unne- 


ceſſary. 


by 
| 
| 


FRET ACE 


THE Rev. Francis BLoMEFIELD, in 
his valuable and laborious ** Eſſay 
towards a Topographical Hiſtory of the 
County of Norfolk,” prefixes to the hun- 
dred of Diſs an ixtroduction, giving the 
firſt reaſon, and an account of the Nature 
and Deſign of the work; the aſſiſtance and 
encouragement he had received in it, 
and ſome very pertinent remarks on its 
reception. This introduction to his firſt 
volume is dated Fersfield, (of which pa- 
riſh he was rector) March 25, 1736; but 
as his own words will convey to our reader 
a better idea of his plan, and manner of 
conducting the work, than any we might 
ſubſtitute, the following extracts are of- 
fered. 
Wo 
jo B 3 


1 
« And now as to the deſign in general, 
which I do not pretend to call a Hiſtory 


of Norfolk, but an Eſſay only towards it, 
being very ſenſible that there may be ſe- 


veral things of moment in almoſt every 
pariſh, that may be impoſſible for me to 
know, or come at; but thus far I may 
venture to ſay, that the ſucceſſions of the 
lords of the manors, the patrons and in- 
cumbents of the churches, the ſeries of 
the religious, the ancient and preſent va- 
luations of each pariſh, are as perfect as 
my own collections, the original manu- 
ſcripts and records that I have met with, 
and the collections of my friends, could 
poſſibly make them: whatever pedigrees, 
or evidences relating to any families of 
worth, merit, or antiquity in the county, 
(as far as they concern this hiſtory, and 
have come to my hands) ſhall be faith- 
fully inſerted, together with all the an- 
cient arms and inſcriptions that are any 
where found in the churches, or other 
places; as alſo of all public. gifts and be- 
nefactions that I can meet with, in order 


to 


[ vil 
to preferve them, 2s far as can be, from 
devouring time, and to animate others by 
thoſe examples, to a worthy emulation of 
fuch charitable works, amiable to God 
and man! For the ſame reaſon it is, that 
I ſhall be very exact in my deſcriptions of 
the churches, chapels, &c. that poſterity 
may know, what ſignal tributes of honor 
and reverence our anceſtors paid to thoſe 
holy places which they generouſly built, 
richly adorned, and prudently ſet apart 
for God's worſhip: and I ſhall be as care- 
ful as I can, truly to tranſcribe the ori- 


ginal names of places and perſons, and 
not in the leaſt vary the orthography of 
the ancients, but always repreſent them 
as they are in the originals, whether they 
be right or wrong, falſe language or true, 
by which means it will often happen that 
the ſame word will be ſpelled many differ- 
ent ways in one page, and perhaps falſe lan- 
guage may occur as often, and in ſuch places 
where inſcriptions or evidences are partly 
illegible, I ſhall give them as they are, 
without variation, imagining, that though 

; B 2 they 
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they be imperfect, I ought not womit 
them, they being deſigned to perpetuate 
the memories of our once-flouriſhing an- 
ceſtors to future ages.” 


« And, as to the uſe of this hiſtory, I 


. ſhall only obſerve, that the ancient and 


preſent lords, patrons, and incumbents, 
the different cuſtoms of the manors, and 
of livings, are things that will be of uſe 
to the preſent and future proprietors. 
Not to infiſt upon the delight and plea- 
ſure that many take in hiſtorical affairs, 


which though it may be decried and run 


down by ſome, yet it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that hiſtory is the light of truth, 
and life of memory, as the great orator* 
formerly obſerved; and if there be no- 
thing more in it, experience teaches, that 
by recording the lives and actions of the 


good, thoſe that come after them are 


thereby encouraged to imitate their vir- 
tues; for nothing ſo much incites the 
mind of man to un emulation of others, as 
the report of the noble actions of them 

| that 


* Cic. de Orgs, 


L* 

that have gone before him; and on the 
other ſide, nothing more affrights people 
from doing baſe and wicked actions, 
than the terrible examples of thoſe who 

have deſervedly ſuffered the greateſt mis- 
fortunes, as the juſt reward of their evil- 
_ doings,” 


« | am well apprized what number of 
carpers and enemies this work will meet 
with, but think they muſt be ſuch, as 
know not with what difficulty, length of 
time and expence, the materials for thig 
Eſſay have been got together. Some per- 
haps may cenſure me if they hit on a thing 
that I have not ſeen, or perhaps been 
! miſ- informed about; others there are, I 
4 doubt not, who will think me too parti- 
cular in many things, and others, per- 
haps, not particular enough; ſo that as it 
is a thing impoſſible to pleaſe all, if it is 
but approved of by my ſubſcribers, (to 
whom only I am obliged) I care for 
b: nought elſe, not doubting, but that it 
4 will be univerſally allowed, that there 


; will 


3 


5 
will be much more of the hiſtory of this 
county than was ever publiſhed before, 
and if fo, my greateſt enemies muſt allow 
with the poet : 


Eſt quodam prodire tenus, f: non datur ultra, 
Hon.“ 


The reverend Author, after much men- 
tion of his progreſs through a world of 


records, manuſcripts, evidences, and au- 
thorities, concludes, * and therefore I 


hope there will be no ſuch great micakes, 


but what the candid reader may well par- 
don, profeſſing that my chief end is to 
deliver nothing but truth, with an ho- 
norable reſpect to every one; and thus 
ſubmitting to my readers courteſy, I ſhall 


_ conclude with the poet: 


Si quid nouiſli reclius iſlis, 
Candidus imperti: ſi non, his utere mecum,” 


Beſides the uſe of the whole collections 
„of that induſtrious and perfect anti- 
quary, Peter Le-Neve, Norroy king at 

| arms, 


\ 


[ x1 ] 
arms,” Mr. Blomefield acknowledges the 
favors and aſſiſtance of the following gen- 


tlemen : 


The Right Rev. Dr. Thomas Tanner, 
biſhop of St. Afaph, who was many 
years Chancellor of the dioceſe of Nor- 
wich :—a very learned man, and a great 


| antiquarian 
4 The Worſhipful Dr. Naſh, Chancellor of 
4 Norwich. 
4 Sir Andrew Fountain * Narford, knt. 
The Rev. Dr. Hen. Briggs, re&or of Holt. 
4 The Rev. James Baldwin, rector of Bun- | 
4 well and Carleton. 
4 Beaupre Bell, Eſq. jun. of Outwell. 
| The Rev. Charles Barnwell, rector of 


q Beeſton, by Mileham. 
d Anthony Norris, Eſq. of Barton. 
h Dr. Newdigate of Walſingham. 


Mr. Thomas Martin of Palgrave in 
Suffolk. 


And the Rev. Charles Parkin, rector of 
Oxburgh. 


Mr. Blomefield lived 'till he reached 
the 678th page of his third volume, all 


of 


iS 
of which was printed at- his own houſe 
in St. Giles', Norwich, and delivered to 
ſubſcribers* in monthly numbers. 

After the deceaſe of this learned and ju- 
dicious compiler, the work was continued 
and finiſhed by Mr. Parkin, who, how- 
ever, did not live to ſee-it publiſhed; for, 
his mar{uſcripts were obtained by a book-' 
ſeller at Lynn, and printed in @ manner 
which fully juſtifies the following re- 
mark from the AUTHOR and Eprrox ef 
the Eſſay: | 


It is impoſſible in a work of this na- 
ture to prevent miſtakes and errors'made 
by the author, or the preſs“; it is there- 
fore humbly requeſted that the reader 
will excuſe and pardon them, and be of 


* „If Mr. PAR RKI was ſo conſcious of unavoidable typo - 


| graphical error, in a work intended to have been publiſhed 
under his own immediate inſpection, it is humbly hoped 
the public, appriſed of the greater difficulty to be correct 
in a poſthumous publication, will be yet more candid and 
indulgent. nee | 


Tus EvironQ? 
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MR the ſame humane and candid ſentiment 
with the poet: © 
9 aL —— Non - hocis 
. 22 * quas aut incuria fudi!, 
Aut humana faru mcavit natura. 
92 | Hon.“ 


1 
' 


To the above the Editor prefixed Mr. 
PARK Ix's PREFACE, in which the au- 
© thor expreſſes himſelf under great obliga- 
tions to Dr. Tanner, Dr. Hayter, and Dr. 
Atwell, for materials and aſſiſtances *. 
His “ vouchers and quotations,” he fays, 
are from © large collections of antique, 
original and authentic manuſcripts, in 
public and private libraries, regiſters, &c, 
of religious houſes; in particular from the 

7 voluminous ones of the cathedral church 
5 of Norwich.” The © records in the 
Tower of London, in the rolls, pipe-of- 

fice, thoſe of the eſcheators, and fines le- 

, vied in the King's court.” And here, 
4 C ſays 
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In volume IV. of the Essay, the Rditor avows his 
having the aliſtance and advice of Anthony Norris, Eſq, 
and John Fenn, Eſq. F. A. 8. 


ur 


ſays Mr. Parkin, «© I muſt, not omit che 4 
moſt ancient manuſcript of England, 
Doom ſalay- bo-, depoſited in the Exche- 
quer, the ſpring and fountaif of all Eng- 
liſh *chorography.” Mr. Parkin alſo 
mentions the collections of Peter le- Neve, 
Eſq. and Mr. Thomas Martin. | 


Having ſaid ſo much on the joint efs 


4 


forts of Blomefield and Parkin to pro- 


duce FIVE VOLUMES in folio, we are now 
to treat of a period at which the preſent 
work took its riſe: And, let it be here 
underſtood, that whilſt we attended to 
the ſolicitations and opinions of many 

gentlemen on the propriety of accommo- 
dating the public at large with a New 
and complete His rokx of the County of 
Norfolk, we did by no means contemn 
the authorities from whence the ESSAY 
was produced, which the following pa- 
ragraph from our firſt * will 


clearly evince: 


"IS 


. * 
« In which;the moſt intereſting paſ- 
: ſages of the late Mr. Blomefield's Eflay 
will be properly abridged, corrected, and 
enlarged; . together with ſuch additional 
remarks, and authentic information, as 
vill render the wuoLE a uſeful and en- 
tertaining ſyſtem or ſurvey of the antiqui- 
ties, natural curioſities, family atchieve- 


1 
1 

HZ 
1 | 
- 


ments, commerce, manuſactures, produce, 

cultivation, ſoil, cuſtoms, manners, popu- 
lation, immunities, eccleſiaſtical, civil and 
military tranſactions, maritime and in⸗ 
land navigation, ſituation, and the pre- 
ſent ſtate of all and every part of this 
extenſive county. Collected, and care- 
fully digeſted, by ſeyeral Gentlemen.” 


Mr. Blomefield had undoubtedly great 
merit in hig part- of the work, and great 
modeſty in calling it an Eſay, though it 
contained a full deſcription of every town 

and parith in the county; and it is indeed 
from its being thought too voluminous, 
and rather a CHURCH hiſtory, that the 

preſent hiſtory of the county was under 
; C 2 taken; 


1 

taken; in order to reduce into a narrow , 

. compaſs the more uſeful and valuable 4 
parts of that ingenious and laborious 
compilation; but. we have in moſt in- 
ſtances purpoſely omitted that, load of 
dull and unintereſting detail, by which 
the more rational parts of his hiſtory and 
deſcriptions are ſo frequently clogged. 


The ADVERTISEMENT to a late bold, 
though impotent, attempt to obtrude on 
the public a ſurreptitious and mean per- 
formance, in oppofition to this, appears to 
us, notwithſtanding, ſo well calculated to 1 

8 expoſe the difficulties and nature of pub- | * 
lication, that we are, unwillingly, induced 
to adopt it, as an apology ſuitable to this, 
or any ſimilar work. | \ 


I. * 
8 , — 2 8 
*E: pt Re 
A ws 


* The Editors of this hiſtory are aware 
of the neceſſity incumbent upon them to 


ſay ſomething relative to the plan of the | 
. whole; not to conciliate a more favorable 2 
opinion of the performance, by a florid J 


or pompous introduction, but merely to 
ſatisfy the public of the diſintereſtedneſs 
| of 


N , & 


[KU 
of their motives. - With an intention ts 
entertain and inform the inhabitants of + 
+ Norfolk in general, they undertook to 
compile a more compendious, and (they 
truſt) accurate deſcription of that county, 
than any yet extant. Perſpicuity and 
conciſeneſs are the two grand objects, 
which ſhould engage the attention of 
every hiſtorian, Conſiſtent with theſe, 
they have endeavoured to deſcribe every 
particular in the cleareſt method; equally 
avoiding the extremes of a too elaborate 
or conciſe narration, they hope to obtain 
4 the ſuffrage of the generality of readers 
1 in their favor. It muſt be confeſſed, that 
great judgment is neceſſary in reducing 
works of a large ſize into a ſmaller com- 
paſs; and at the ſame time to preſerve the 
thread of the hiſtory clear and unbroken. 
A judicious ſelection of facts, arranged in 
a proper and comprehenſive manner, is eſ- 
ſentially requiſite to prevent the unpar- 
donable defects of obſcurity or omiſſion. 
How far they have ſucceeded, is humbly 
ſubmitted to the candour of the learned 
and 


4 — — 1 * 
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and impartial.” As the taſte and diſpoll- 
tions of men are infinitelyvatious, it would = 
be attempting an impoſſibility, ſhould any 
one undertake to compile a work with the 
vain hope of obtaining UNIVERSAL * 
probation. However, they flatter them 
ſelves that this hiſtory is not wholly de- 

ſtitute of information or entertainment. 

The ſpecious declarations of a title- page 

contribute nothing to the real merit of 
any work: that muſt ever reſt upon a more 
ſubſtantial baſis; and be ſuperior to any _ 
thing the authority of the greateſt name 

can either give or take away. Equity and 
candour ſhould be the characteriſtics of 
a critic. The» diſtant tranſactions of 
former ages are involved in great obſcu- 

rity; and amidſt a multiplicity of autho- 
rities, an error in judgment or difference 
of opinion in matters, where the ſole in- 
tention was to inform or entertain, 4 at 
leaſt entitled to a favorable reception.” 


An author obſerves, that ** the hiſtory 
of one's own country is the firſt and moſt 
important 


„ 1 xix ] N 
important fund of knowledge, Which 
every perſon ſhould acquire. All ranks © 
and conditions of men are matetially af- 
+ fected by { fuch public events as relate to 
themſelves and fellow-citizens, and the 
| gentleman and the peaſant are alike inte- 
reſted in the®conſequencts:”, Another 
writer remarks, that « The neceſſity. of 
knowing © our own country previous, as 
well as in preference to that of others, 
_ ſo {clt-evident, that it needs only 
being mentioned to bring conviction.” 
* The ſtudy of hiſtory (ſays a late ad- 
dreſs to the public) has ever been account- 
end the fountain and ſource of all true 
knowledge, and eſſentially requiſite to 
form the gentleman or ſcholar.” 


That hiſtory is the maſter-key of 
human knowledge” needs few arguments 
to confirm; as it holds out to us the /zving 
manners of the times; and, as it were, 
concentres all the ſcattered rays of infor- 
mation into one focus. Through this me- 


dium, we, as Editors of the Hiſtory of 
Norfolk, 


„ 
Norfolk, defire that our endeavours why * 
be viewed: And, as we have exerted our” 
utmoſt abilities e ſo, we hope; 
all will be — 


— 25 
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ec To know the SHIRE, from b you need not fry, 
« Sit at your caſe, and every totun ſurvey: 
| | « Here lordſhips, churches, roads, and coaft are hal 3. 
| « Men, manners, cuftoms, arts, and laws made known: 
«© Here ev'ry page your virtu will excite, 
And give improvement, while it gives delight. 


Avon. 


y | Arc. 
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Geographical and Hiſtorical Deſcription 


OF THE 


COUNTY of NORFOLK. 


Situation and Extent. 


HE county of Norfolk, excluſive of the city and 

county of Norwich, is divided into thirty-three hun- 
dreds, in which are upwards of ſeven hundred pariſh- 
towns, beſides hamlets, &c. 


It is fituated, according to Sir Henry Spelman's Index 
Villaris, between 529 28“ and 539 3“ of north latitude, 
and between 13? and 1 42“ of eaſt longitude; being 
preciſely fixty-ſix miles in extent from the meridian of 
Yarmouth to that of Wiſbech, and about forty miles in 
breadth from the parallel of Billingford to that of Wells. 
Mr. Templeman, in his very ingenious, but inaccurate * 
furvey, ſtates the length of this county to be only fifty- 


4 ſeven miles, and its breadth thirty-five, and that it con- 
9 D tains 


( 22 ) 


Pains 1426 ſquare miles: But the productions of moſt ge- 
neral geographers are errors multiplied by errors.“ 


The county of Norfolk, or the Northern-Folk*, is fo 
called with reſpect to Suffolk, or the Southern-Feolk, which, 
with part of Cambridge-ſhire, compoſed the Roman pro- 
vince of Iceni, and Saxon kingdom of EZaft-Anglia. It is 
à maritime county, bounded on the north by the Britiſh 
ocean, called (tho? very improperly) the German ocean, 
which waſhes a ſhore of one hundred miles, from Yar- 
mouth to the coaſt of Lincolnſhire. On the ſouth this 
county is divided from Suffolk by the rivers Vaveney and 
Little Ouſe, from Yarmouth haven to near Lzittleport, 
about ſeventy-four miles ; from whence it is bounded by 
the Je of Ely in Cambridge-ſhire, to Gunthorpe-Auice, 
(an irregular courſe of thirty-ſeven miles) where Helland, 
in the county of Lincoln, has the Cro/5-keys Waſh be- 
tween it and Norfolk. The whole county may be about 


two hundred and ten miles in circumference; and, with - 


reſpet to the general ſituation of the kingdom, is ac- 
counted in the Eaſt of England; the centre of the 
county, Eaſt Dereham, bearing a little S. of the E. from 
the centre of England, and North-nor-eaſt from London, 
— diſtant ninety-four miles. In Norfolk are, one city and 
four boroughs, beſides twenty market-towns, and many 
conſiderable villages which formerly had markets, now 
in diſuſe. 


To the following alphabetical lit of the Hunpzes in 
the county of Norfolk, we add the number of PaRIsRES 
in each ;—the GENERAL COUNTY-RATE at a ſix-hundred 
pound levy ;—and the number of vorzs polled at the 
. Conteſted election for Knights of the Shire, March 23, 
1768; 


In Latin, Boxz ATIs PorvLvs, or the Northern people; in the 
Saxon, NoRDFOLG, 


1 


1768; Sir Armine Wodehouſe, bart. 


of Kimberley, 


Thomas de-Grey, Eſq. of Merton, Sir Edward Aſtley, 
bart. of Melton-Conſtable, and Wenman Coke, Eſq. of 


Holkham, being Candidates. 


Hundreds, Pariſhes, General Rate, Poll, 
Blofeld - - i £9 -& © 110 
Brothercroſs - 10 @ SV 121 
Clackcloſe — To 1 463 
Clavering 20 19 4 6 181 
Depwade = - 22 #3 © $ 230 
Dis - - 16 1 245 
Earſhlam - 15 19 19 6 279 
Erpingham, North - 32 — 275 
Erpingham, South - 39 29 0 '6 350 
Eynsford = - 31 24 18 6 312 
Fegg. Fat 13 71 24- of 994 
Flegg, Weſt - 14 s. 39 9 119 
Forehoe _. - - 24 24 18 3 412 
Freebridge-Lynn 36 7 1 of 647 
Freebridge- neg 16 by a 190 
Gallow - 3 ; YH 203 
Greenhoe, North, 1 » lo © 354 
Greenhoe, South - 24 1 216 

Grimſnoe =. IT 247 
Guiltcroſs = - 12 1 212 
Happing „„ 898 6:2 204 
Henſtead - 21 11- 18 9g 127 
Holt - - 28 $$ 9g © 409 
Humble yard 18 13 19 © 100 
Launditch - 35 26 19 © 391 
Loddon - 21 W 181 
Mitford - - 18 1 386 
Shropham - 22 20 * 435 
Smithdon - 18 17 10 3 213 
Tavernam < = 19 6 144 
Tunſtedgd 25 1 323 
Walſham - - ke * 12 18 © 164 
Wayland = 16 14 13 0 227 
City and 3288 of 2 38 | 614 
Total 754 - | 600 0 © 
Votes polled by freeholders not reeling in the 
county, and uncertainties = 821 
D 2 Total 11021 


* Yarmouth, + Lynn-Reg's, f Thetford, not aſſeſſod to this rate, 


(ne. ) 


The whole county pays to the land-tax 82,5521. 158. 5d. 


and to the poor-rate 83,7391. 45. 10d. 


This county, ſays a late deſcriber, ** is large and popu- 
lous, extending from eaſt to weſt full fifty miles, but from 
ſouth to north not above thirty, and containing in circum- 


ference about 140 miles. In theſe are reckoned 1,148,000 
acres, 47,180 houſes, thirty-two market-towns, and a 


great number of well-inhabited villages. Mr. Camden, 


indeed, gives but twenty-ſeven market-towns, and 625 
villages* ; but, from the rate- books of the taxes at the 


Revolution, it appears that the villages are 711, and the 


market-towns, including the city and boroughs, thirty-two. . 


The writer of the Engliſh Gazetteer ſays, „there are in 
Norfolk 283,000 inhabitants, and that the area is 1426 
ſquare miles ;” and, the Engliſh Traveller, publiſhed in 
1772, tells us, the length and breadth of the county is 
but twenty miles by twenty-nine, and that it has 66p vil- 
lages, and thirty-two market-towns, the whole circum- 
ference being 130 miles. But, from authorities of this na- 
ture, the reader is mis-lead in the firſt inſtance, and con- 
founded in the ſecond, third, &c. ad infinitum: And this 
we more readily grant, ſince WE, even we! who have 
made a perſonal ſcrutiny in toto, and in partibus, cannot 
determine the exact number of towns or pariſhes :—-Nay, 
the preciſe number of market-towns is yet a doubtful 
matter. 


By the biſhop's regiſter, we find there are more than 
800 ſingle, conſolidated and dilapidated church-benefices 
in Norfolk; and, by the liſt of villages prefixed to each 
hundred in this hiſtory, we find that what are mow called 


TOWNS 


There are, ſays Camden, 660 pariſh-churches in this county. 


( 25 ) 
rows amount to 716:—the index to the pol!-book pub- 
liſhed in 1768, makes them 729, excluſive of the city and 
hamlets of Norwich. 


The Names and Number of Towns, having Markets, are Y 


fellow : 
Attleburgh Loddon 
Aylſham Lynn-Regis 
Buckenham, New Norwicy 
Burnham-Weſtgate Reepham 
Dereham, Eaſt Swaffham 
Diſs Thetford 
Downham Walſham, North 
Fakenham Walſingham 
Harleſton Watton 
Harling, Eaſt Wells 
Hingham Wymondham 
Holt Yarmouth 


Beſides which are many others, as Acle, C aſtle-Riſing, 
Cawſton, Cley, Cromer, Docking, Litcham, Methwold, 
Worſtead, &c. now in diſuſe: Indeed, few lordſhips in 


che county but had a marker granted, though this, we 


imagine, to have been only a liberty to buy and ſell. 


The county of Norfolk is, in ſhape, of an oval form, 
and fo ſurrounded by water, that, except a ſmall meadow 


near Lopham, it is an and of itſelf, ¶ For a deſcription 


of its ancient and preſent ſtate; its eccleſiaſtic, civil, and 
military government; roads, rivers, cuſtoms, produce, 
commerce, &c. we refer aur readers to the particular head 


under which they are claſſed. ] 
Zccleſiaſti. 


( 26 ) 
Ecclęſiaſtic Government. 


The Driocese of Norwich comprehends the counties 
of Norfolk and Suffolk, and a few pariſhes in Cambridge- 
ſhire, excepting Emneth in Freebridge-Marſhland, which 
belongs to the biſhopric of Ely ; Hadleigh, Monks-Illeigh, 
and Moulton, in Suffolk, as peculiars to the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and Frekenham to the ſee of Rocheſter. 


It is divided into four Ax cHDEAcONRIES, and thoſe ſub- 
divided into DEANRIES, PARISHES, parochial benefices, 


and medieties. 


Archadeaconries. Deanries. Pariſhes „ &C. 
Norwich - - 13 365 
Norfolk - - I2 468 
Sudbury - - 8 
Suffolk - - 14 5 523 


ARCHDEACONRY of NORWICH. 


Deanries. Pariſhes, &c. 
Blofield . — 34 
Breckles — . - 17 
Briſley = - — 32 
Flegg — 28 
Holt — — - 30 
Ingworth  - . - 8 39 
Lynn - - - 62 
Norwich - — 36 
Sparham . 33 
Taverham = —_— 18 
Thetford - - 6 
Toftrees - - - 12 

| Walſingham — — 18 
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ARCH DEACONRVY of NORFOLK. 


Deanries. 
Brooke - 
Burnham - 
Cranwich - 
Depwade - 


Fincham = — 


Hingham - 
Hitcham - - 
Humbleyard - 
Redenhall - 
Repps - 
Rockland - - 
Waxton - — 


Ia the Archdeaconry of SupBuRY are eight Deaxries, viz. 


Blackbourn 
Clare 
Fordham 
Harteſmere 


The Archdeaconry of SUFFOLK has fourteen Deanries, viz, 


Boſmere 
Carlford 
Claydon 
Colneis 
Dunwich 
Hoxne 
Ipſwich 


Pariſhes, &c. 
- 7 2 
2 37 
£ 46 
- 2 5 
- 40 
i 48 
- 21 
— 29 
: ; 1 
" 32 
- 41 
- 46 
Stow 
Sudbury 
Thedwaſtre 
Thingoe 
Loes 
Lothingland 
Orford 
Samford 
South Elmham 
Wangford 
Willford 


The eccleſiaſtical government of this dioceſe is in the 
biſhop of Norwich, aſſiſted by the four Archdeacons, the 
Dean and Chapter, Chancellor, &c. at whoſe reſpeRive 


offices buſineſs is done, 


Sts 


( 3 

St. Felix, a Burgundian prieſt, who landed at Ba- 
biagley in Norfolk, and converted the kingdom of the 
Eaſt-Angles to Chriſtianity, firſt placed his ſee at Dunwich 
about the year 630. In 673 Biſus, the ſourth Biſhop, 
divided the dioceſe, continuing one at Dunwich, whoghad 
juriſdiction over Suffolk, and ſettled the other at Nortb 
Elnham, whoſe paſtoral care was confined to Norfolk. 
About 870 the ſees were united, and the Biſhop's refidence 
Exed at Elmham. In i075 the fee was removed to Ther- 
ford, and ſo continued till 1094, when it was finally fixed 
at Norwich; and the Right Rev. Father in God, Philip 
Yonge, the preſent Lord Biſhop of Norwich, is the fifty- 
eighth from Herbert Lozinga, who firſt removed the ſee 
from Thetford, and founded the Cathedral church of Nor- 
wich.—This firſt Biſhop of Norwich“ was extremely rich 
and powerful, being Lord High-Chancellor of England ; 
as were alſo many of his ſucceſſors. 


. 


The Diocefan had but one Archdeacon till about the 
year 1124, when the Archdeaconry of Norfolk was ere&- 
ed; that of Sudbury in 1126, Suffolk in 1127, and Nor- 
wich in 1200. —The Hiſtory of Norwich, (to which we refer 
our readers for further particulars of this biſhopric) ates 
the number of pariſh-churches and chapels in the dioceſe 
to be 1353, beſides four peculiars ; 800 of which are in 
Norfolk, 537 in Suffolk, and 16 in Cambridge-ſhiret., 
This dioceſe is in the province of Canterbury, and con- 
fequently the biſhop a ſuffragan to the Metropolitan or 
Archbiſhop. The Biſhops of Norwich fit in the Houſe of 

| Peers 

* Herbert, ſurnamed Loſenga. Camden ſays LxasunG in the Saxon 

fignifies a lye, or trick; and this appellation he acquired by his ſimoni- 
acal practices. 

+ Spelman, in his VII LANE ANT Icun, tells us, that the county of 

Norfolk hath 660 pariſhes, and that the Dioceſe of Norwich contains 

1121 pariſhes, Another writer pretends to account for 160 vicarages in 


Nortolk, 
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Peers as Abbot of Holme“; have their palace or chief re- 
ſidence at Norwich, and the ſee is charged in the King's 
books at 8341. 11s. d. The author of the Great Hiftori- 
cal, Geographical and Poetical Dictionary values it at 89gl. 
175. 7d. beſides the tenth of the whole Clergy, which 
amounts to 11,1171. 135. 


From the Regifer in the Biſhop's-office we have the fol- 
lowing memorandum : ** Total of Papiſts in the dioceſe of 


Norwich is 1279, and in all England and Wales 67,916, 
as appears by returns made upon enquiry in 1767.” 


« The number of eftabliſhed Clergy reſident within the 
dioceſe of Norwich, as calculated in the year 1772, is as 


follows, viz. 


Of the beneficed Clergy, about 550 
Curates not beneficed, about - 150 


And the annual amount of the revenues of the church, 
within the ſaid dioceſe, (excluſive of the Biſhopric) is eſti- 


mated at . 
8 


Civil Government. 


The civil government of the county is in the High-She- 
riff for the time being. He is annually appointed by the 


King, and preſides at the aſſizes f, and other county- 
meetings. The Lent Aſſizes are held at Thetford in March, 


and the Summer Aſſizes at Norwich in Auguſt. 
E Before 


* The Biſhop of Norwich is the only Abbot in England, and now fits 
in Parliament by virtue of the Barony of Holme-Abbey, the Barony for- 
merly belonging to the Biſhopric, it being in the Crown. --N. B. Holme 
was a mitred Abbey, and as ſuch its Abbots always fat in Parliament, 

t Ass 12 8, aſſiſe, (aTeTio) anciently ſignified in general, a court 
waere the Judges or Aſſeſſors heard and determined cauſes, The Judges 
in their circuits have a commiſſion of aſſire directed to them, to which 


now added commiſſions of general zaol-delivery, of oyer and terminer, 
| en 
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them a ſeparate High- Sheriff, the uſage was for the Crown 
to appoint one year out of the Gentlemen of Norfolk, and 
the next out of Suffolk, and fo on alternately, as is the 
cuſtom now in Cambridge and Huntingdon-ſhire. 'The 
ſeparation took place in the 18th of Elizabeth, 1 576, 
from which time till the 2d of Charles I. 1626, we do not 
find any regular liſt of High-Sheriffs. 


A correct Lift of the High-Sheriffs for the County of Norfolk, 
from the 2d Year of the Reign of Charles the Firſt to the 
preſent Time. 


CHARLES the FIRST. 
1626 Thomas Holl, eſq. Heigham by Norwich 
1627 Sir Charles le Groſs, knt. Croftwick 
1628 Framlingham Gaudy, eſq. Crows-hall in Debenham 
1629 Sir Robert Gaudy, knt. Wet Harling 


1630 Sir Roger Townſhend, bart. Rainham 


1631 Francis Mapes, eſq. Rollaſiy 
1632 Thomas Pettus, eſq. Rackheath 
1633 Sir John Hobart, knt. and bart. Intzvood 
1634 William Heveningham, eſq. Ketteringham 
1635 Sir John Wentworth, knt. Nertleſtead, Suffolk 
1636 Sir Edward Barkham, knt. and bart. Veſt-acre 
1637 William Paſton, eſq. Oxnead 
1638 Sir Francis Aſtley, bart. Melton-Conftable, died 
John Buxton, eſq. Tibbenham, ſucceeded 
1639 Auguſtine Holl, eſq. Heigham by Norwich 
1640 Thomas Windham, eſq. Felbrigg 
1641 
of niſi prius, and of the peace, By the precept for the general gaol 


delivery, the Sheriff, Under-Sheriff, Juſtices of the Peace, Mayors, Co- 


roners, Eſcheators, Stewards; and all Chief-Conſtables and Bailiffs of 
hundreds and liberties are commanded to attend, h 


Before the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk had each of 
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1641 Robert Longe, eſq. Reymer/ton 

1642 Sir Thomas Guybon, knt, Thursford 

1643 James Calthorpe, eſq. Eaſt Barſham 

1644 John Coke, eſq. Godwick 

1645 Sir Valentine Pell, knt. Der/ingham 

1646 Sir Iſaac Aſtley, knt. and bart. Melicu-Cenſiabli 
1647 Thomas Berney, eſq. Recabam 

1648 William Coke, eſq. Godwick, 


CHARLES the SE COND. 


1649 Gregory Gawſell, eſq. Watlington 
1650 Hugh Audley, eſq. Ol Buckenham 
165 1 Sir Ralph Hare, bart. S:ow-Bardolph 
i652 Charles Garneys, eſq. Mourning-T horpe 
1653 Thomas Wright, eſq. Kilver/tone, died 

Sir Edward Aſtley, bart. Mellou-Conſtable, ſucceeded 
1654 John Earle, eſq. Heydon 
1655 Sir Arthur Jenny, knt. Knattifhall, in Suffolk 
1656 Edward Ward, eſq. Poftwick 
1657 Edward Ward, eſq. Peſtuict 
1658 John Sidley, eſq. Morley 
1659 John Cremer, eſq. Ingoldethorpe 
1660 Sir John Cremer, knt. Ingoldethorpe 
1661 Robert Suckling, eſq. Woodton 
1662 Richard Berney, eſq. Reedham 
1663 Sir Thomas Meadows, knt. Great Yarmouth 
1664 Sir Jacob Aſtley, knt. and bart. Mz/ton-Conftable 
1665 Sir Thomas Pettus, bart. Rackheath 
1666 Sir John Hobart, bart. Blickling 
1667 Hatton Berners, eſq. Lynn-Regis 
1668 Sir Edward Barkham, bart. Weft-acre 
1669 Sir Robert Vyner, knt. and bart. Londen 
1670 Richard Berney, eſq. Kirby-Bedon 

E 2 1671 
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1671 Robert Cony, eſq. Walpole St. Peter 
1672 John Mann, eſq. Norwzch 

1673 Sir William Adams, bart. Sprow/ton 
1674 Thomas Biſhop, eſq. Iich, in Suffolk 
1675 Eliſha Philippo, eſq. Norwich 

1676 John Pell, eſq. Der/ingham 

1677 Chriſtopher Layer, eſq. Bocton 

1678 Thomas Pierſon, eſq. Wiſtech, in Cambridge-foire 
1679 John Jay, eſq. Holvefton 

1680 Philip Harbord, eſq. Stanninghall 

1681 Thomas Branſby, eſq. Shotii/ham 

1682 John Knevet, eſq. Aſbwelthorpe 

1683 John Greene, eſq. Wilky 

1684 Henry Shelton, eſq. Shelton. 


JAMES the SECOND. 


1685 Sir Francis Guybon, knt. Tharsford 

1686 Sir Robert Nightingale, knt. North Burlingham 
1687 John Harbord, eſq. Grnton 

:088 Thomas Seaman, eſq. Norwich. 


WILLIAM and MARY. 


1989 John Herne, eſq. Arminghall 

1690 Eraſmus Earle, eſq. Heyden 

1691 Sir Auguſtine Palgrave, bart. North Burlingbam. 
1692 Richard Berney, eſq. Reedham 

1693 John Burkin, eſq. North Burlingham 

11:94 Sir Charles Adams, bart. Sprow/ton. 


WILLIAM the THIRD. 


1695 Francis Windham, eſq. Cromer 
1596 Sir James Edwards, bart. Reedham 
1697 Robert Doughty, eſq. Hanworth 
1698 


1991 


1698 Rich ard Maſon, eſq. Necken 
1699 Matthew Long, eſq. Dunſton 
1700 Edward Lombe, eſq. W:ftcr 
1701 Robert Suckling, eſq. Vocdton. 


Queen ANNE. 


1702 William Newman, eſq. Baconfthorpe 
1703 Roger Crowe, eſq. Norwich 

1704 Richard Knights, eſq. Atilebridge. 
1705 James Hoſte, eſq. Sandringbam 
1706 Richard Daſhwood, eſq. Cockley-Cley 
1707 Beaupre Bell, eſq. Outwell 

1708 Henry Framingham, eſq. Burnham 
1709 Henry Heron, eſq. Ketteringham 
1710 Sir Peter Seaman, knt. Norwich 


1711 John Fowle, eſq. Broome 

1712 James Harcourt, eſq. Carleton by Norwich 
1713 Thomas Wright, eſq. Eaft Harling 

1714 Edward Lombe, eſq. Great Melton. 


GEORGE the FIRST. 


1715 Thomas Durrant, eſq. Scottow 

1716 Thomas Rogers, elq. Der/ingham, died 
Thomas Rogers, eſq. jun. Der/ingham, ſucceeded 

1717 William Berners, eſq. Lynn-Regis 

1718 John Howes, eſq. Mourning-Thorpe 

1719 John Colman, eſq. Broome 

1720 Peter Elwin, eſq. Tottington 

1721 Nathaniel Life, eſq. Swaff ham 

1722 William Rootley, eſq. Vet Barſbam 

1723 Greſham Page, eſq. Saxthorpe 

1724 Robert Clough, eſq. Feltwell 

1725 Richard Whitaker, eſq. Maila/s 


1726 
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1726 Rice Wigget, eſq. Geiftwick 
1727 Roger Pratt, eſq. Weſt Ruſton. 


GEORGE the SECOND, 


1728 John Bedingfield, eſq. Beefton St. Andrew 
1729 Cyril Wych, eſq. Hockwold cum Wilton 
1730 Richard Tubby, eſq. Brockdiſh 
1731 Thomas Cooper, eſq. Nerth Walham 
1732 John Wilſon, eſq. Stanhee 
1733 William Helwys, eſq. Merton 
1734 Edwin Cony, eſq. Houghton by Walſingham 
1735 George Smith, eſq. Topcrof? 
1736 William Henry Fleming, eſq. Watton 
1737 Peter Rofier, eſq. Pullam 
1738 T homas Bell, eſq. Oultan 
1729 John Parr, eſq. Salihouſe 
1740*Henry Negus, eſq. Howeton St. Peter 
3741 James Mackarel, eſq. Ringland 
1742 John Thurſton, eſq. Barwick 
1743 Edward Atkyns, eſq. Ketteringham 
1744*Peter Barret, eſq. Horftead 
1745 Barry Love, eſq. Orwme/by 
1746 Sir Horatio Pettus, bart. Rackheath 
1747 Charles Cooper Morley, eſq. Eaft Barham 
1748 William Jermy, eſq. Bayfield 
1749 Thomas Sotherton, eſq. Taverham 
1750 Leonard Mapes, eſq. Roll:/by 
1751 Robert Knopwood, eſq. Threxton 
1752 Francis Longe, eſq. Spixworth 
1753 Hamilton Cuſtance, eſq. Veſton 
1754 Cotton Symonds, eſq. Ormeſby 
1755 Miles Branthwayte, eſq. Attlebriage 
1756 John Barker, eſq. Shropham, died 
Philip Bedingfield, eſq. Ditchingham, ſucceeded 
1757 
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1757 Iſrael Longe, eſq. Dun/on 

1758 Hammond Alpe, eſq. Little Franſham 
1759 Richard Fuller, eſq. Whetacre-Burgh 
1760* John Berney, eſq. Bracon-4/5, 


GEORGE the THIRD. 


1761 William Churchman, eſq. Mangreen 

1762 Sir Hanſon Berney, bart. Kirby-Bedon 
1763*Sir Edward Aſtley, bart. Melton-Conſtable 
1764 John Davis, eſq. Watlington 

1765 William Wigget Bulwer, eſq. Voeod-Dalling 
1766 John Norris, eſq. Great Witchingham 

1767 Criſp Molincux, eſq. Garboldiſban 
1768 * William Woodley, eſq. Eccles 
1769 * Edmund Rolfe, (the younger) eſq. Heacham 
1770*John Micklethwaite, eſq. Beceſton St. Andrew 
1771*James Smyth, eſq. Topcrof? 

1772*John Lombe, Eſq. Great Melton 


1773*Edward Haſe, Eſq. Salle 
1774 Thomas Lobb Chute, Eſq. South Pickenham 


1775*Brigg Price Fountain, Eſq. Narferd 
1776*Nicolas Styleman, eſq. Sxettiſpbam 
1777*Charles Garneys, eſq. Hedenham 
1778*Sir Henry Peyton, bart. Narborough 
1779*John Berney Petre, eſq. Weftwick 
1780*Sir Thomas Beauchamp Proctor, bart. Langley 
1781*Robert Lee Doughty, eſq. Hanworth. 
N. B. Thoſe Gentlemen marked with an aſteriſk * are 


now living, 1781, 


The chief Officers of the county at this time, 1781, are, 


Lord Lieutenant, Vice- Admiral, and Cuſtos Retulorum, 


The Right Hon. Gon Earl of Oxrond. 
High- 
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High-Sherif, 
Ronert Lee Doucnrr, Eſq. of Hanworth, 


Under- Sheriff, 
Mr. Joan Avper, of Aylſham. 


Clerk of the Peace, 
Peter FIN CR, Eſq. of Norwich. 


Receiver-general of the Land-. ax, 
RocER KeRRison, Eſq. Alderman of Norwich, and 
WilL1am FisHER, Eſq. of Great Yarmouth. 


Receiver of the Stamp-duty, 
Joan Gar, Eſq. Alderman of Norwich. 


Coroners for the County, 
CayeL BrincLot of Hingham, and Ricuarpy Earox 
of Bracondale-hill, Gents. 


Coroner for the Liberty of the Dutchy of Lancaſter, 
James SMYTH, Gent. of Norwich. 


Coroner for the Liberty of the Duke of Norfolk, 
Tromas Dove, Gent. of Kenninghall. 


At the time when Alfred divided the kingdom into coun- 
ties, hundreds, &c. he inſtituted great and petty Officers 
for the regulation and good government of his people, as 
well as for carrying into execution that excellent body of 
laws formed by him, which, though now loſt, is generally 


eſteemed the origin of common lac. 


The hundreds were divided into tythings, or dwellings 
of ten houſeholders. Every houſeholder was anſwerable to 
the king for the good behaviour of his family, his ſer- 
vants, and even of his gueſts, provided they continued 
with him above three days. A tything-man, headborough, 


or borſbolder preſided over each tything; and all the ten 
houſeholders 


19 


houſcholders were mutually pledges for each other. If any 
perſon in the tything was ſuſpeRted of an offence, he was 


impriſoned unleſs the headborough gave ſecurity for him. 
If he made his eſcape either before or after finding ſure- 
ties, the headborough became liable to enquiry, and if 
the eſcape was made in conſequence of any negleR, ex- 
poſed to the penalties of the law, Any perſon who re. 
fuſed to enter himſelf into one of theſe tythings, was deem- 
ed an outlaw, and put to death. Nor could any one be 
teceived into a different tything, without producing a cer- 
tificate from that to which he before belonged. By this 
inſtitution every man was obliged by his own intereſt, to 
keep a watchful eye over the conduct of his neighbours, 
and was, in ſome meaſure, ſurety for the behaviour of 
thoſe, who were placed under the diviſion to which he be- 


longed. 


This plan for the adminiſtration of juſtice was truly 
admirable. The headborough ſummoned together his 
whole tything to aſſiſt him in deciding any leſſer differ- 
ences, which occurred among the members of this ſmall 
community. In affairs of greater moment, in appeals 
from the tything, or in controverſies ariſing between mem- 
bers of different tythings, the cauſe was brought before 
the hundred, which conſiſted of ten tythings, or an hun- 
dred families of freemen, and which was regularly aſſem- 
bled once in four weeks, for the deciding of cauſes. Their 
method of deciſion deſerves to be remembered, becauſe it 
was the origin of that great privilege peculiar to Engliſh- 
men, of being tried by a jury of their own Peers, Twelve 
freeholders were choſen, who being ſworn, together with 
the hundreder, or preſiding magittrate of that divifion, to 
adminiſter impartial juſtice, proceeded to the examination 
ef that cauſe, which was ſubmitted- to their juriſdiction. 
| | F And 
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And beſides theſe monthly meetings of the hundred, there 
was an annual meeting appointed for a more general in- 


ſpection of the police of the diſtrit; the enquiry into 
crimes, the correction of abuſes in magiſtrates, and the 


obliging every perſon to ſhew the tything in which he was 
regiſtered. 


« The court immediately ſuperior to that of the hun- 


adred was the county-court, which met twice a year, after 


Michaelmas and Eaſter, and conſiſted of all the freeholders 
in the county, who poſſeſſed an equal vote in the deciſion 


of cauſes, The Biſhop preſided in this court, together 


with the Zorlderman. Appeals lay to this court from thoſs 


of the hundreds and tythings. And here alſo ſuch contro- 
verſies as aroſe between men cf different hundreds were 
decided. The EForlderman* formerly poſſeſſed both the 
civil and military authority; but Alfred, ſenſible that this 
coalition of powers rendered the nobility dangerous and 
independent, appointed a Sheriff in each county; who en- 


joyed an equal authority with the former in his judicial ca- 


pacity. His office alſo empowered him to guard the rights 
of the Crown in the county; and to levy the fines impoſed, 
and other ſervices of a ſimilar nature. 


From all theſe courts an appeal lay to the King him- 
ſelf in council; and as the people, ſenſible of the equity 


and great talents of Alfred, placed their chief confidence 


in him, he was ſoon overwhelmed with appeals from all 


parts of England. He was indefatigable in the diſpatch of 
theſe cauſes; but finding that his time muſt be entirely en- 


groſſed by this branch of his duty, he reſolved to obviate 
the inconvenience by correcting the ignorance or corrup- 


tion of the inferior magiſtratgs, from whence it aroſe. 
Accordingly, 


Much in the nature of our Lord Lieutenant. 


18 . 


Accordingly, he took care to have his nobility inſtructed 
in the laws; he choſe his Earls and Sheriffs frem among 

the perſons moſt celebrated for knowledge and probity ; he 

puniſhed ſeveral for maiverſation in office ; and removed 

every perſon from his poſt, as ſoon as ever lle diſcovered 

him deficient either in abilities, or veracity.” 


Tythingmen, borſholders, and headboroughs, anſwer 
to our conſtable, and other peace officers of like degree. 
Over theſe are conſtables of hundreds and franchiſes, firit 


ordained by Edward I. 13, anno 1285 ; two to be choſe in 


each hundred and franchiſe. Theſe are what we now call 
conſtabularii capitales, or high- conſtables.— The appoint- 


ment of a petty-conſtable belongs to the lords of divers 
manors, jure ſcudi. The hundreder, or chief-magiſtrate 
of ten tythings ſeems to have poſſeſſed a power of deciding 
on local matters like unto ctr Juſtices of the Peace, who 
were known in the 4th of Edward III. as Conſervators, or, 
Wardens ef the Peace. They were formally inſtituted in 
1344, and their power enlarged and ſettled as at preſent, 
anno 1590. Juſtices of the Peace are generally perſons of 
intereſt and credit, nominated by the Cuſtos Rotulorum of a 
county by virtue of the King's commiſſion, Of theſe, 
ſome are of the quorum, as without them no buſineſs of 
importance may be diſpatched, 


Superior to the tythings and hundred-courts was the 
county-court, firſt eſtabliſhed in 896, over which the High- 
Sheriff now preſides; though, before him, the Biſhop and 
Eorlderman had the power and direction of all civil affairs. 
The Sheriff, or Shire-reve, (wice-comes) was anciently 
choſe by the people in the county-court; but he is now 
appointed by the king; in order to which the Itinerant 
Judges every year nominate fix perſons for each county, 
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whereof” the Lord Chancellor, the Privy-council, &c. aſ- 
ſembled in the Exchequer-chamber, make choice of three; 
out of which number the King chuſes one. He ſerves 
for one year, and, beſides his miniſterial office, has a ju- 


dicial office, whereby he holds two ſeveral kinds of courts ; 
the one called the SheriF*s turn, held in divers places in 
the county, to enquire of all offences againſt common law 


not prohibited by any ſtatute:— The other is called the 
County-court, wherein he hears and determines all civil 
cauſes of the county under forty ſhillings. He executes 
the King's orders, and is to attend and aſſiſt the Itinerant 


Judges. 


The county of Norfolk is repreſented in Parliament by 
two Knights, two Citizens, and eight Burgheſſes; it pays 
twenty-two parts of the Iand-tax, yet has but twelve de- 
legates to diſpoſe of it, whilſt Cornwall has forty-four, yet 


contributes but eight parts. Scotland pays little more than 
half as much of the land-tax as Norfolk, yet ſends forty- 


five Members to Parliment. Eſſex pays twice the amount 
of Scotland, and ſends only eight. Middleſex has eight 
Repreſentatives, yet raiſes ten times the land- tax revenue 
of Cornwall.—It is much to be wiſhed that repreſentation 
bure ſome proportien to taxation!!! | 


ENIGHTS of SHIRE for the COUNTY of NORFOLK, 
with the number of Votes polled at each conteſted Election. 


1708 Sir John Holland, Bart. Quidenham 
Aſh Wyndham, Eſq. Felbrigg 

1710, OR. 11, Sir John Wodehouſe, Bt. Kimberley 3217 
Sir Jacob Aſtley, Bart. Melton- 

Conſtable - - 3200 

Aſh Wyndham, Eq. Felbrigg - 2783 

Robert Walpole, Eſq. Houghton 2397 + 

1715, Feb. 
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1715, Feb. 18, Thomas de Grey, Eſq. Merton - 3183 
Sir Jacob Aſtley, Bart. Melton- 
Conſtable — 89 3059 
Sir Ralph Hare, Bt. Stow-Bardolph 2840 
Eraſmus Earle, Eſq. Heydon  - 2635 
1722 Sir John Hobart, Bart. Blickling 
Thomas Coke, Fſq. Holkham 
1727 Sir Edmund Bacon, P. Bart. Gar- 


boldiſham 
Harbord Harbord, Ef. C Gunton 


1734, May 22, Sir Edmund Bacon, P. Bart. Car- 


boldiſham — 8 3224 
Wm. Wodehouſe, Eſq. Kimberley 3153 
William Morden, Eſq. Gunton - 3147 
Robert Coke, Eſq. Holkham - 3081 
1736 Armine Wodehouſe, Eſq. Kimber- 
| ley, wice 
| William Wodehouſe, Eſq. deceaſed 
1741 Edward Lord Coke, ſon to the Earl 
of Leiceſter n 
Arm. Wodehouſe, Eſq. Kimberley 
1747 Hon. George Townſhend, ſon to 
Lord Viſcount Townſhend 
Arm. Wodehouſe, Eſq. Kimberley 
1754, May 8, Hon. George Townſhend 
Armine Wodehouſe, Eſq. Kimberley 


1761 Hon. George Townſhend g 

Arm. Wodehouſe, Efq. Kimberley ; 

1764 Thomas de Grey, Eſq. jun. Mer- 4 
ton, wice 


The Hon. George Townſhend, now 
Lord Viſcount Townſhend 
1768, March 23, Sir Edward Afiley, Bart. Melton- 
Conſtable - - 1 
Thomas de Grey, Eſq. Merton 2754 
Sir 
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Sir Armine Wodchouſe, Bart. Kim- 
berley - — — — 2680 
Wenman Coke, Eſq. Holkham 2610 
1774, Oct. Sir Edward Aſtley, Bart. Melton- 
Conſtable 
Wenman Coke, Eſq. Holkham 
1776, May 8, Thomas William Coke, Eſq. Holk- 
ham, wice 
Wenman Coke, Eſq. decea/ed * 
1780, Sept. 20, Sir Edward Aſtley, Bart. Melton- 
Conſtable 
Thomas Wm. Coke, Eſq. Holkham. 


In the year 1258 counties firſt ſent Knights to Parlia- 


ment; before this the Knights met only in their own 
counties. Knights of the Shire, or Knights of Par- 


hament, are two Gentlemen of worth, choſen on the 
King's writ in pleno comitatu, by ſuch of the frecholders as 


can expend 40s. per ann. Theſe, when every man who 


| had a-Knight's-fee was cuſtomarily conſtrained to be a 
Knight, were of neceſſity to be milites gladio cincti, for fo 


the writ runs to this day; but now cuſtom admits Eſquires 
to be choſen to this-1mportant truſt, They muſt have at 
leaft 5ool. per annum, and their expences, properly, are to 
be defrayed by the county, though this is now ſeldom re- 
quired. A Knight of the Shire is, and has ever been, 
eſteemed the moſt independent Member of the Engliſh 
Houſe of Commons; becauſe, being choſen by the volun- 
tary ſuffrages of a large body of the people, whoſe minds 
and intereſis are free from the venal and limited influence 
of power and party, the object of that choice muſt always 
hold ſentiments -congenial with his virtuous conſtituents. 


It 


1 


It is ſuppoſed there are 6000 freeholders in the county 
of Norfolk, who ſend ty-/0 Repreſentatives to Parlianent. 
'The city of Norwich, and the boroughs of Lynn-Regis, 
Great Yarmouth, Thetford, and Caſtle-Riſing, alſo ſend 
two each. N 


The Members choſen fir the New Parliament in Sept. 17803 
are, as called over in the Houſe of Commons: 


Norfolk, Sir Edw, Aſtley, Bart. Melton-Conſtable 

Thomas William Coke, Eſq. Holkham. 
Lynn-Regis, Fon. Tho. Walpole, Carſhalton, Surrey 

Po 4. Criſp Molineux, Eſq, Garboldiſham, 
Great Yarmouth, Right Hon. C. Townſhend, Honingaam: 
| Hon. Richard Walpole, London. 
Thetford, Charles Fitzroy Scudamore, Eſq. Holme- 
Lacey, Herefordſhire 

Rich. Hopkins, Eſq. Oving, Bucks. 
Caftle-Rifing, John Chetwynd Talbot, Eſq. 

Robert Mackreth, Eſq. Ewhurſts, Hants, 
Norwich, Sir Harbord Harbord, Bart. Gunton 

Edward Bacon, Eſq. Earlham. 


Military Government. 


The military and marine government of this county is 
committed to the care of a Lord-Lieutenant and Vice- 
Admiral, who is alſo Cuſtos Rotulorum. The Lord- Lieut. 
is the locum texens of the King, and, as his Vice-roy, governs 
in the county. It is an office of great diſtinction, appointed 
by the King for managing the ſtanding militia in the county, 
and all military affairs therein. He has the power of com- 
mifſſloning all officers in the militia, (his Majeſty's appro- 
bation, as a mere matter of form, being obtained); he 
appoints the Deputy-Lieutenants, whoſe names muſt alſo 

| be 
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de preſented by the King. As Cuftos Rotulorum, he puts 
fuch gentlemen as are properly qualified into the commiſ- 
ſion of the peace, and is ſuppoſed to have cuſtody of the 
tolls, or records of the ſeſions of peace. In both theſe ca- 
pacities he appears rather a Miniſter than a Judge, though 
he is, in his own perſon, a Juſtice of Peace and Quorum. 
Lord-Lieutenants of counties were firſt inſlituted July 24, 
1549.—Deputy-Lieutenants regulate the ballot, and paſs 
the militia- men to their re ſpective regiments; and if in the 
commiſſion of peace, provides, by ſtatute, for the wives 
and families of ſuch men as are in actual ſervice. 


Two Right Honorable Peers now living, and reſiding in 
this county, were the original promoters of the militia bill, 
paſſed in 1757 ; which eftabliſhment, though ſtrongly op- 


poſed at that time, has ſince proved of great national im- 
port; and, by the endeavours of men zealous in the true 


intereſts of their country, hath roſe progreſſively to a ſyſtem 


of military diſcipline and tactics not inferior to the moſt 
regular troops. This county hath alſo the honor of having 


raiſed the firſt battalion, which marched out of the county, 
and did duty at Hilſea-barracks, near Portſmouth, in 


1759 


From a quarto volume, called * A Plan of Diſcipline, 
compoſed for the Uſe of the Militia of the County of Nor- 
folk,” publiſhed in 1759, by the late William Windham, 
Eſq. Lieutenant-Colonel of the firſt battalion, we beg 
leave to quote a paſſage of Lord Townſhend's dedication. 


 ——_ military ſceptics now direct their whole tirallerie 
againſt the military part of the aQ; to obviate, therefore, 


the objections on this ſide, a wortby gentleman of Norſolk*, 
though 


The late William Windham, Eſq, of Felbrigg, 


62 
though no regular bred ſoldier, nor the offspring of the 
parade, has endeavoured to prove, how eaſily an healthy 
robuſt countryman, or a reſolute mechanic, may be taught 
the uſe of arms; and how very attainable that degree of 
military knowledge is, which will enable a country gentle- 
man to command a platoon ; conſequently that, under pro- 
per encouragement, it is very poſſible for this kingdom 
(the conſtant rival of the moſt powerſul nation in the 
world, and engaged often for its own ſake to defend the 
liberties of others) to eſtabliſh ſo numerous and permanent 
a force, as may enable it all times to act with ſuperiority 
abroad, without endangering its own ſafety or liberties at 
home. Such undoubtedly may be the conſequence of in- 


ſtructing, to a certain degree, the body of the nation in the 
uſe of arms; for if the common people be made only half 


ſoldiers, and the gentlemen by a certain degree cf appli- 
cation become only half officers ; yet by a timely muitipli- 
_ cation of the number of militia, as well as by the rotation 
preſcribed by the act, and that further additional diſcipline 
which would reſult, from the militia's being put into actual 
ſervice, previous to an invaſion ; this country will have a 
better ſecurity againſt the calamities of war, than any 
other in the world, Switzerland alone excepted.“ 


And now, we hope, we ſhall be excuſed for adding to this 
ſection of our general hiſtory, a liſt of thoſe gentlemen 
ſerving at this time, 1781, in the militia of this county. 


WEST NORFOLK REGIMENT, 
Kingſton upon Hull. 


Colonel. George Earl of Orford—Colonel in the Army. 
Lieutenant Colonel, —Knipe Gobbet. 
Major, —Richard Lloyd. 

G C aptains. 


Surgeon's-Mate,—David Williams. 


66 
Captains. 


Chriſtopher Girling 

Edward Coke 

William Earle Bulwer 

John Micklethwaite 

George Montgomery-Moline ux 
George Preſton 

George Cubit. 


| Captain-Lieutenant—Robert Suckling. 


Lieuttnants. 


William Thorne 
William Gordon 


John Alderſon 


Moſtyn John Armſtrong 
James Beevor | 
David Williams 

James Ward 

Guy Lloyd 

Thomas Walpole. 


Enfigns. 

— Gordon 
Robert Colvin 

John Girling 

William Girling 

Crozier 
Maurice William Suckling 
Henry Falkner 

James Pleſtow 


Hawkins Hamilton. 


Adjutant, — William Gordon. 
Quarter-Maſfer, — Robert Suckling. 


Surgeon, — John Alderſon. 


EAST 


SS 


EAST NORFOLK REGIMENT, 
Camp at Harwich. 


Colonel, —Sir John Wodehouſe, Bart. 


Lieutenant-Colonel, Hon. Horatio. Walpole. 
Major, — Richard Ward. 


Captains, 


Edmund Mapes 
Hammond Alpe 
John Smith 
Thomas Bullock 
Jacob Aſtley. 


hy Captain-Lieutenant,—Thomas Cubit. 


f 


Lieutenants. 


David Ingerſol 
Nicholas Boylſtone 
William Tapp 


F. Bedingfield 
Thomas Hatch 
Thomas Martin 
Wright 
John Gibſon, 


Enfigns. 


Thomas Penrice 


Thomas Crompton 
John Tooke. 


Adjutant, —William Tapp. 
Quarter Maſter, —Henry Hawke. 
Surgeon, —Thomas Penrice. 
Surgeen's-Mate, — Thomas Crompton. 
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Of fortifications, or land- deſence, we have very little to 
ſay, in Norfolk. The danger and difficulty of navigating 
a force on this coaſt has been always looked on as its beſt 
ſecurity ; but, in the preſent ſituation of affairs, ſome be- 
gin to think it leſs invulnerable, ſhould an enemy be pi- 
loted by any of thoſe infernal wretches, who, from ſmug- 
glers, become parricides !—robbers !—pirates! Yarmouth, 
indeed, hath a platform of guns, called a Fort, at the en- 


trance of the harbour; but certainly a place of ſo much 


importance in itſelf, and, as the key to the whole county, 
it ought to be better ſecured. Royal Engineers have been 
down lately to examine the grounds, and, we are told, to 


conſtruct ſome additional works on the walls of the town, 


on the Denes, and on the heights of Gorleſtone. At 
Lynn-Regis the harbour was formerly guarded by a battery, 
called St. Ann's, which was fince diſmounted, but lately 


ſupplied with canon, and repaired: However, the naviga- 


tion of Lynn channel is ſo extremely precarious, that little 
danger need be apprehended by a hoſlile viſit from our na- 
tural enemies in that quarter. 


The apprehenſion of a deſcent on our coaſt by any of the 
maritime powers now at war with us, and the late dreadful 
inſurreQion in London, hath operated ſtrongly with ſome 
public-ſpirited perſons at Lynn, and at Yarmouth, to form 
themſelves into military aſſociations. Some other towns 
in the county have each made a feeble effort to learn the 
military exerciſe and diſcipline—to little purpoſe. 


The Vice-Admiral of a county is an officer appointed by 
the Lord High-Admiral, with Judges and Marſhals ſub- 
ordinate to him; for the exerciſing of juriſdiction in ma- 


ritime affairs, within his reſpective limits: From his deci- 


ſion and ſentence, appeal lies to the Court of Admiralty 
in 


69 
in London, from the Lords Commiſſioners of which a Vice- 
Admiral receives his inſtructions. 


Hiſtory and Antiquity. 


. To enter into the field of civil, military, and political af- 
fairs of the kingdom at large, would juſtly be deemed an 
idle parade of information which may be found in works 
better .adapted to that purpoſe ; we ſhall, therefore, only 
trouble the reader with ſo much as appears neceſſary to 
lead us into what more materially concerns this county : 
Nor ſhall we herein (as far as our recollection will ſerve 
us) repeat thoſe general remarks which occur in the de- 
ſcriptions of the towns and hundreds. 


At what period of time Britain was firſt peopled by the 
Celts, a tribe of Gauls, is uncertain; as is alſo what paſſed 
among them till the invaſion of the Romans under Julius 
Czſar, who landed at Deal, in Kent, Auguſt 26, fifty- five 
years before Chriſt; nor was it till 145 years after this, 
that Britain was diſcovered to bean iſland, 


The firſt inhabitants of this county, which we readgof, 


were the Iceni, who are generally thought to kave poſſeſt 
as much more as afterwards formed, with this, the kingdom 


of the Eaſt-Angles. Their name remains in ſeveral towns 
of this county, Suffolk, and Cambridge-ſhire ; and the 
Tcknield-Street paſſes through them all. Mr. Camden de- 
rives their name from their ſituation along the ocean in 
form of a wedge, which is the meaning of the Britiſh 
word Iten. Tacitus informs us they were a valiant people, 
and having ſubmitted to the Romans, remained undiſ- 


turbed till the reign of Claudius Cæſar, when Oſtorius, 
the 
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the Roman General, diſarming them, forced them to re- 

a bel. They were ſcarce reduced before they revolted a ſe- 
cond time. Their King Praſutagus thinking to ſecure 
tranquillity to his people and family, bequeathed his king- 
dom to the Emperor Nero. But this was in fact only 
leaving it as a prey. It was preſently plundered by every 
officer in the Roman army, and the honor of his family vi- 
olated in the perſon of his wife Boadicea, and daughters. 
Enraged at this uſage, which was heightened by the uſu- 
rious exactions of the celebrated philopher Seneca, the 
Iceni took up arms under their Queen Boadicea, the widow 
of Praſutagus, and entering into an alliance with the Tri- 
nobantes and other Britons equally aggrieved with them- 
ſelves, they attacked the Romans, ſlew 80, ooo, razed the 
colony of Camalodurum and the municipium of Verulam, 
and routed the gth legion under Catus Decianus. Sueto- 
nius-Paulinus the Roman legate was at that time abſent; 
but returning ſoon after, rallied his ſcattered legions and 
met Boadicea in the field at the head of 230,000 Britons. 
After a vigorous reſiſtance, the Britons were defeated, 
$0,000 ſlain, and their magnanimous Queen died ſoon 
after of poiſon, anno Dni. 59. From this time we hear 
no more of the Iceni under the Romans, till the decline of 
the empire; when their coaſts lying open to the continent 
of Saxony, were ſo much infeſted by pirates of that nation, 


that an officer was appointed on purpoſe to defend them, 
under the name of Comes /itoris Saxonici, or Count of the 
Saxon ſhore. In 426, the Romans entirely quitted our 
iſland. The Britons, after ſoliciting the aid of Valenti- 
nian, by a letter written in the moſt abje& ſtrain, and in- 
ſcribed, ©* the Groans of the Britons,” entered into an al- 
liance with the Saxons, whoſe aſſiſtance they were in ab 
ſolute need of, againſt the invaſions of the Scots and 
Pigs, 
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Diets. In 449, the Saxons, to the amount of 1,600 men, 
landed from three ſmall veſſels in the Iſle of Thanet, and 
gradually getting footing in Britain, founded ſeven king- 
doms, known by the name of the HseTarcar, wiz. 
Kent, South Saxony or Suſſex, Weſt Saxony or Weſſex, 
Eaſt Saxony or Eſſex, Northumberland, Eaſt-Angles, and 
Mercia. The kingdom of the EasT-AncLes was eſta- 
bliſhed about the year 575, by La, who dying in 578, 
was ſucceeded by his ſon Titiſt. He died in 599, and was 
ſucceeded by his ſon Redwald, an excellent Prince, who 
embraced Chriſtianity, but relapſed into his former errors 


at the perſuaſion of his wife Wilburga. He protected Ed- 
win, a young Prince driven out by Ethelfrid, King of 


Northumberland, who demanding him to be delivered up, 
Redwald met him in the field and entirely defeated him. 
He died in 624, and was ſucceeded by his ſon Eorpwald, a 
weak Prince, who was converted to chriſtianity ; and, after 
a reign of nine years, was aſſaſſinated by Richbert, his rela- 
tion, in 633, and ſucceeded by his half-brother Sigebert. 
He was a chriſtian Prince, and under him the ſee of Dun- 
wich was eſtabliſhed by Felix, and the firſt literary ſemi- 
nary, or public ſchool, is ſaid to have been founded at 
Cambridge. He retired from the fatigues of Government 
to a monaltery, and reſigned the Crown in 644, to his kinſ- 
man Egric. Penda, King of Mercia, declared war againſt 
the new King, who ſolicited the aſſiſtance of Sigebert, and 
they were both together ſlain in battle in the ſaid year, 
The ſeventh King of the Eaſt-Angles was Anna, one of 
the moſt celebrated Princes of the Eaſt-Angles, nephew of 
Redwald, who reſtored Kenewall to the throne of Weſſex; 
which was ſo reſented by Penda, that he invaded his king- 
dom, and ſlew him in 654. Penda then ſet up Anna's“ bro- 

ther 


* Anna had fix ſons and one daughter, St, Withgith, or Withburgh, 
buried at Eaſt Dereham,” 
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ther Ethelbert, who was ſlain in battle with Oſwi, King of 


Northumberland, in Yorkſhire, the next year. The ſuc- 


ceeding Kings have ſo little ſaid of them in hiſtory,, that 
their names muſt ſuffice. 


9 Ethelwald, brother of Ethelbert, from 65 5 to 664. 
10 Adulf, his nephew, and ſon of Ethelbert, to 683. 

11 Elfwald, his brother, died in 749. 

12 Beorna and Aldred governed jointly, and Beorna 


— 


died in 756. 

13 Etheldred died about 790, ſucceeded by his ſon. 

14 Ethelbert, an excellent Prince, was baſely aſſaſſinated 
in 792 by his father-in-law Offa, King of Mercia, 
who united the kingdom of Eaſt-Anglia to his 
own. | 


Offa was ſucceeded by his ſon Egfer, at whoſe death 
in 799, Kenulf, a deſcendent of Penda, mounted the 
throne. He reigned a good Prince, and dyirg about 819, 
left his ſon Kenelm a minor, who was murdered by order of 
his nſter, and Ceolwulf had the Crown of Mercia and Eaſt- 
Anglia. | 


The Eaſt-Angles having defeated his ſucceſſors, elected 
in 857, for their King, Edmund, who after a reign of 13 
years, was defeated and cruelly flain in 870, by the Danes, 
who had landed in England in 787, and over-ran the king- 
dom. This Edmund it was who had the crown of the 
Eaſt-Angles bequeathed to him by Offa, and landing from 
Germany at Hunſlanton, in Norfolk, was crowned at 
Bury. Aſter his defeat near Thetford in 869, he was put 
to death by the Danes becauſe he would' not abjure the 
chriſtian faith: Hence he has ever been conſidered as a 
Royal Martyr, and honored with the title of Saint. 


5 ** | : The 


t 
The ſeveral kingdoms of the Saxon Heptarchy were in 
a ſtate of anarchy and contuſion when Egbert aſcended 


the throne of Weſſex. He had been brought up in France 
under Charlemagne, and after his return, in Soo, he 


reduced the Welſh and Corniſh-Britons. He alſo ſubdued 
the Mercians, the Eaſt-Saxons, and Kent; but the Eait- 
Angles declared for Egbert, In this manner were all the 
kingdoms of the Heptarchy united ia one great ſtate, about 
490 years after the arrival of the Saxons in Britain, and 
Egbert, in 828, was crowned at Wincheſter, ** ſole Mo- 
narch of Britain,” when he ordered, by ſpecial edi, 
for the future it ſhould be calle ENGLAND. ; 


The Danes now made their appearance on the coaft, and 
having landed at different times, and in different parts of 
the kingdom, over-run the Anglo-Saxons in a few years. 
Egbert died Feb. 4, $37, when his fon Ethelwolf ſucceeded 
to the crown—of thorns ; for the Danes now proved a 
powerful enemy, and defeated his troops in many engage- 


ments: He died January 13, 857. Ethelbald his eldeſt - 


ſon and ſucceſſor died in 860, and Ethelbert his brother 
governed; at whoſe deccaſe, in 860, Ethelred I, his next 
brother, was crowned. In his reign the Danes ſpread 
their conqueſts oyer his dominions, but received a ſevere 
check from his younger brother Prince Alfred, who had 
the title of Earl, and aſſiſted him in the field. In 871, the 
Danes abandoned Eaſt-Anglia and advanced into Weſſex, 
where ſeveral bloody battles were fought, in one of which 
Ethelred received a wound which cauſed his death, and 
Alfred aſcended'the throne in 872. This great and vir» 
tuous' Prince, after many perils and eſcapes, totally routed 
the Danes under Guthrum, at Eddington, in Somerſet, anno 
Dri. 879, and obliged them to receive baptiſm, and reſide 
in Eaſt-Anglia; which Owthrum held as a feudatory 
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Prince, Here the Danes built houſes, improved lands, 
were made denizens, and had a ſhort code of laws given 


them by Alfred ; but notwithſtanding this, they revolted, 


Alfred, by his moderation and benignity, rediced all 
his ſubjects to obedience. Hz added to his military, a 
naval force, and formed many wholeſome laws, both civil 


and religious. He inſtituted an order of knighthood, eſta- 


bliſhed a regular militia, and fortified every place. He 
rebuilt monaſteries, churches, &c. and encreaſed London to 
a flouriſhing city. He encouraged learning, introduced 
building with brick and ſtone, and eſtabliſhed three coun- 


cils for the management of State affairs. He began in 
$86, and finiſhed in 889 his diviſion of England into coun- 


ties, hundreds, wapentakes, wards, rapes, &c. and cauſed 
a general ſurvey to be made, the rolls whereof were lodged 
at Weſtminſter, from whence Doomspay-Book derives its 
Origin, 


The Danes had again revolted, but were ſubdued, and 


Northumberland and the Eaſt-Angles taken into Alfred's 


government, anne Dni. 896. He compiled a body of 
laws, which were afterwards made uſe of by Edward the 
Confeſſor, and died October 26, goo, __ 51, pat ſur- 


named the Great.” 


His ſon, Edward the Elder, ſucceeded, at which time 


England was pretty equally divided between the Anglo- 
Saxons and Danes, but after various conflicts, he ſubdued 
the latter, in which he was much aſſiſted by his heroic ſiſter 
Elfreda. In 921, the Danes of Eaſt-Anglia took the oaths 
of allegiance to Edward, and in 925 he died. Athelſtan, 
his ſucceſſor, died in 941, aged 46, when Edmund I. his 
half-brother, was crowned, but was baſely murdered, May . 
25, 948, aged only 25; and his brother Edred ſucceeded | 


to 


1 


to the crown, He reigned till November 23, 955, leaving 
wo ſons; but his nephew Edwy aſcended the Engliſh 
throne: and having reſented the inſolence of the clergy 
with more zeal than prudence, they fomented an inſurrec- 
tion, when Edgar, his brother, was placed on the throne 
of Eaſi-Anglia, Mercia, and Northumberland, Edwy 
died of grief in 959, and Edgar, ſurnamed the peaceable, 
ſucceeded him. 


In 960 Edgar was rowed down the river Dee by eight 
tributary Kings, and died in 975, aged 32. Edward e 
Martyr, his natural ſon, had the crown, but was inhu- 
manly murdered in 979 by Elfrida, his ſtep- mother, whoſe 
ſon, Etheldred II. the unfteady, ſucceeded. At his time 
the Danes became very troubleſome, and in 992 invaded 
in great force the Eaſt-Angles, and afterwards inveſted 
London, &c. A land-tax, called Dane-gelt, was levied 
to ſatisfy the invaders. In 1003 Etheldred married a 
daughter of Richard II. Duke of Normandy, and on No- 
vember 13, he ordered a general maſſacre of the Danes 
to revenge which, Sweyn, King of Denmark, landed in 
Norfotk, burnt Norwich, Thetford, &c. and proceeded to 
plunder and deſtroy in every part. In Kent, 43,000 inha- 
bitants were butchered, and vaſt ſums exacted. x 


In 1013 Sweyn was proclaimed King of England, but 
died ſuddenly next year; and his ſon Canute finding it 
difficult to keep the ſucceſſion, retired to Denmark, and 
Etheldred II. was reſtored, but died in 1016, aged 58, 
when his ſon, Edmund II. ſurnamed Tronfide, aſſumed the 
crown; but, in the ſame year, Canute e Great returned, 
and was proclaĩimed. Theſe competitors agreed to divide 
the kingdom, and the Dane held Eaſt-Anglia, Mercia, 


and Northumberland, by cenqueſt. In 1017 Edmund was 
H 2 aſſaſſinated 


69 


aſfainated by E !ric his brother-in-!aw, and Candte 
feigned alone. He divided England into four govern- 
ments: Eaſt-Anglia, with the title of Duke, he gave to 
Turketel, whom he afterwards biniſhed, and levied a land- 
tax, amounting to 82, oool, to reward his D niſh follow- 
ers. Ia 1034 he founded the abbey of St. Bennet in the 
Holme, and died November 12, 1036, being ſucceeded by 
his eldeſt ſon, Harold I. ſurnamed Hare-foct, who died in 
1039. His brother, Canute, or Hardy-Canute, next 
mounted the throne, but died ſuddenly in 1041; and Ed- 
ward the Con faſſor, ſon of Etheldred II. was proclaimed 
King: He married Editha, daughter of Earl Godwin, 


whoſe ſon, Harold, was Duke of Eaſt- Anglia and Eſſex. 


Edward aboliſhed the Dane- gelt, and expelled the Danes. 
In 1051 William Duke, of Normandy paid him a viſit, on 
whom he ſettled the ſucceſſion, but Earl Godwin had in- 
fluence enough to ſecure it for his own ſon, Harold, who, 
on the death of Edward“, January 5, 1066, was crowned. 
In October following William Duke of Normandy landed 


at Pavenſey, in Suſſex, and on the 14th defeated and ſlew 
Harold II. at the battle of Haſtings. 


Trvs far we have endeavoured to ground the reader in 
the general hiſtory of the Anglo-Saxon and Daniſh Sove- 
reigns, Of William the Congueroy and his ſucceſſors, and 
the ſeveral changes in public affairs, property, &c. our lo- 
cal deſcriptions are ſufficiently copious ; we will, therefore, 
only add a lift of ſuch of the Norman followers as had lord- 
ſhips and principal manors in this county granted to them 
by the Conqueror. 


To 


He was canonized for a Sa1xT, becauſe he firſt took upon himſel# 
to touch for the cure of the 211, now called the KN Gs. 


a 


To Hugh de Arbrances, his ſiſter's fon, by Richard, 
furnamed Goz, he gave the Earldom of Cheſter, to hold 
by the ſword, and with it twelve manors in Norfolk. 


To Odo, Biſhop of Baieux, in Normandy, by the mo- 
ther's ſide his brother, whom he made a Count-palatine, 


and allowed him power over all the Earls of England and 
other great men, and to make laws, and adminiſter them 
as Juſticiarius Angliæ; and more particularly conſtituted 
him Earl of Kent; beſides other large poſſeſſions, he en- 
feoffed him with twenty-two manors in Norfolk. 


To Alan Rufus, or Fergaunt, ſon of Eudo, Earl of Bre- 
taigne, whom he made Earl of Richmond in Yorkſhire, he 
gave, as the reward of his valor, eighty-one manors in Nor- 


folk. 


To Walter Giffard, ſon of Oſborn de Bolbec, and Ave- 
lin, his wife, ſiſter of Gunnora, the Conqueror's grand- 


mother, whom he made Earl of Bucks, twenty-eight ma- 
nors in Norfolk. 


To Ralph Waher, or Guader, ſo called from his caf.le 
of Guader, in France, whom he conſtituted Earl of Nor- 
folk and Suffolk, he gave nine manors in Norfolk. 


To William, Earl Warren in Normandy, nephew to the 
Counteſs Gunnora before-mentioned, whom he made Earl 
of Surrey and Arundel, he gave, for his valor, 139 lordſhips 
in Norfolk. 


Fo Eudo de Rhye, fourth ſon of Hubert de Rhye, who, 
for his fidelity to him, he made his deputy in Normandy, 
and whoſe elder ſon, Huhert, he made Governor of the 
caſtle of Norwich, he gave nine manors in Norfolk. 


To 


f 
' 
| 
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To William de Albini, Pincerna, ſon of Roger de Albini, 
whom he made his butler, he gave four manors in Norfolk, 


the poſſeſſions of one Edwin, a Datie ; befides the lands 
which he had in this county with Maud, the daughter of 


Roger Bigot, his wife, which were ten Knight's fees. He 
held his manor of Buckenham by the ſervice of being 
* butler-to the Kings of England at their coronation,” 


To Humphry de Bohun, or, With the Beard, whom he 
made Earl of Hereford, being a kinſman of the Con- 
queror's, and attending him in his expedition hither, he 
gave one lordſhip in Norfolk. 


To Ralph de Limeſi one manor.—To Peter de Valoines 

twenty lordſhips.— To Ralph de Baynard forty-four ma- 
nors.— And to Ralph de Tony, ſon of Roger de Tony, 
- ſtandard-bearer of Normandy, for his eminent ſervices, 
nineteen lordſhips in Norfolk, 


The Conqueror having parcelled out the lands and 
eſtates of the Engliſh, and fixed himſelf on the throne, he 
ordered a general ſurvey, in imitation” of the roll of Win- 
"cheſter by Alfred, to be taken ** of all the lands in the 
kingdom; their extent in each hundred, or diſtri; their 
proprietors, tenures, and value; the quantity of meadow, 
paſture, wood, and arable land, which they contained ; 
and, in ſome counties, the number of tenants, cottages, and 
vaſſals of all denominations who. lived upon them. He ap- 
pointed Commiſſioners for this purpoſe, who entered every 
particular in their regiſter &y e iwerdia of juries ; and 
after a labor of tix years, they brought him, in 1036, an 
exact account of all the landed property in the kingdom. 

+ 'This monument, called Doomsday-nook, the moſt val u- 
able piece of antiquity poſſeſſed by any nation, is ſtill pre- 
ferved in the Exchequer.” 
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Earls and Dukes of Norjlk. 


Under the Saxon monarchy, this county, as well as 
ethers, was committed to the government of certain per- 


ſons of quality, called Athelings, (nobles) and Forli, now 


Earls; theſe were titles both of honor and office; and im- 
plied that the parties who bore them, had the charge and 


cuſtody of the county, and adminiſtered juſtice init. They 
were allowed the third penny, or third part of the pleas of 


the county ; the other two parts being received by the 
Vicecomes, or Earl's deputy, (anſwering to the preſent 


High-iheriff) for the King's uſe, and by him accounted - 


for in the Exchequer. 


We have a catalogue of theſe Earls from the time of 
Edgar to the Conqueſt, by the name of Earls of the Eaſt- 
Angles, or Norfolk. 


1. Ethelſtan, ſurnamed Half, King. His wife, Alfwen, 
was nurſe to King Edgar; and he had by her four ſons, 


Ethelwold, Alfwold, Ethelſin, and Aylwin. He ended 


his days in Glaſtonbury-abbey, and his wife founded Chat- 


teris nunnery in Cambridgeſhire, where ſhe was buried. 


2. Ethelwold, ſon of the former, being employed by 


King Edgar to ſolicit the affection of Elfrida, daughter of. 
Orgar, Earl of Devon, he deceived his maſter, and took 


her for his own wife. But ſome time after, inviting the 


King to the chriſtening of his ſon, Edgar became ſo ena- 
moured of Elfrida, that he reſted not till he found a pre- 
tence of getting rid of the Earl by ſending him with a 
public commiſſion into the North, and cauſing him to be 
aſſaſſinated on his way thither. He then publicly married 
his widow, and had her crowned, notwithſtanding the re- 

proaches 


* 
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proaches of Dunſtan, Archbiſhop of Canterbury. She 
bore the King two ſons; Edmund, who died in his infancy, 
and Ethelred, ſurnamed tile Unreaay, his ſucceſſor, 


3. Aylwin ſucceeded his eldeſt brother, Ethelwold, in 
this earldom. He was Alderman of all Englagd, and in 969 
founded Ramſey-abbey in Huntingdon-lhire, where his ſta- 
tute, inſcribed Totius Angliæ Aldermannus, is ſtill to be ſeen, 
He died in 993, having had three wives; Ethelflede, who 
died in 977 ; Ethelgiva, who died in 985; and Oy 
who died in 991. He was ſucceeded by . 

4. Ulf ketel, who in 1004, when Sweyn, King of Das 
mark, invaded England, and burnt Norwich, found him- 
felf ſo unprepared to repel the invader, that he made. 
peace with him : But when Sweyn perfidiouſly burnt Thet- 
ford he attacked him, and though he did not gain the 
victory, he gave the enemy a ſevere check. He attacked 
them again in 1010, with the ſame ſucceſs, and loſt his life 
in the memorable battle of Aſhdown, anne Dni. 1016, 

which left Canute in poſſeſſion of the kingdom, 


5. The next Earl was a Dane, Turketel, or Turkil ; 
who fought with his predeceſſor in 1010, and afterwards 
went over from Sweyn to Ethelred, for whom he defended 
London againſt the Danes in 1013, Canute, on his acceſ- 
fion, advanced him to the earldom, and created him Duke; 
but the time of his death is uncertain. . 


6. The ſixth Earl was Harold, afterwards King of 
England, and lain at the battle of Haſtings, October 14, 


1066, 


7. On Harold's ſuceeeding to the government of Weſ. 
ſex, Kent, &c. Alfgar, ſon of Leofric, Duke of Mercia, 


was created Earl of Eaſt-Anglia, 
William 


3 


William the Conqueror conferred the earldom of Nor- 
folk on one Waher, or Guader, who ſome of our hiſto- 
tians make a native of the county ; others, with more pro- 
bability, of Bretaigne. He conſpired againſt his bene- 
factor, and when ſome of the conſpirators repented and diſ- 
cloſed the deſign, he perſiſted in it, and raiſed forces, 
which were defeated, and himſelf obliged to flee to Den- 
mark. There he perſuaded the King's ſon to come over 
with a fleet; but finding William prepared for them, they 
landed in Flanders. He afterwards took upon him the 
croſs, and died at Jeruſalem, in the cruſade, under Robert 
Curthoſe, Duke of Normandy. Doomſday-book mentions 
the manors held by him in this county, He left two ſons 
and one daughter, but his eſtates in this kingdom were 


forfcited, 


The title of Earl of Norfolk was next in the great fa- 
mily of Bigot*. The firſt of this family that ſettled in 
England was Roger, who held ſeveral lordſhips in this 
county at the ſurvey, and revolted againſt William Rufus, 
in behalf of his brother Robert, but adhered faithfully to 
Henry I. He founded Thettord-abbey, where he was bu- 
ried, 1107, in the 1ſt of Henry I. He was ſucceeded 
by his ſon, William Bigot, appointed Steward of the 
Houſhold to that King, and ſhipwrecked with the royal 
children in their paſſage to Normandy, His brother, 


Hugh Bigot, ſucceeded in his office, whom King Stephen 
I for 


* Bigot, or Bygod, comes from the German, Bev, and GoTrT, or the 
Enzliſh, ny Goy! Camilen relates, that the Normans were firſt called 
BiGcoTs, on occaſion of their Duke Rollo, who receiving Gita, Caugh- 
ter of King Charles, in martiage, and with her the inveſtiture of the 
Dukedom, refuſed to kiſs the King'; - foot in token of ſubject ion, un- 
leſs he would hold it out for that purpoſe : and being urged to it by thoſs 
preſent, anſwered haſtily, * No! by God !” whereupon the King turning 
about, called him BrcoT which name paſſod from him to his people, 
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for his ſervices in advancing him to the Crown of England, 
kad before created Earl of the Eaſt-Angles, He was after- 
wards advanced to the dignity and title of Earl of Norfolk 
by Henry II. 12. anno Dni. 1166. 


Roger Bigot, before-mentioned, came over with the 
Conqueror from Normandy, and had the capital manor 
and lordſhip of Forncet, with all its royalties, &c. granted 
for his eminent ſervices at the battle of Haſtings; but as 
that lordſhip has ever ſince paſſed with the Earls and 
Dukes of Norfolk, we muſt refer the reader to the account 
of Forncet, in Depwade hundred, for particulars: Sufkce 
it, in this place, to give an epitomical ſucceſſion of the 
EarLs and Duxts of NoryoLx to the preſent time. 


1. Hugh Bigot, created Earl of the Eaſt-Angles by King 


Stephen, 6. 1141; and afterwards Earl of Norfolk by 
Henry II. 12. 1166. He died in 1177, attainted. 


2. Roger Bigot, his ſon, reſtored to the Earldom, &c. by 
Richard I. in 118g, and died in 1220, Henry III. 4.* 


3. Hugh Bigot, his ſon, third Earl of Norfolk, died in 
1224, Henry III. 8. 


4- Roger Bigot, his ſon, fourth Earl of Norfolk, died 
ia 1270, Henry III. 54. . 


5. Roger Bigot, his nephew, fifth Earl of Norfolk, died 
in 1305, Edward I. 33. without iſſue, leaving the King his 
heir, who beſtowed the Earldom of Norfolk, and eſtates, on 


1. Thomas Plantagenet de Brotherton, his fifth ſon, who 


died in 1338, Edward III. 12. 
2. Margaret, 


@ Roger was one of the Barons who obtained that glorious palladiuny 
of Engliſh liberty © Magna Charta, from King John, at Runny-mead, 


Wa 
2. Margaret, his daughter and heireſs, married to John 
Lord Segrave, of Folkſtone, in Kent, and created Ducheſs 


of Norfolk for life, in 1398, Richard II. 21. She died 
March 24, next year, leaving Elizabeth, her daughter and 


heireſs, married to John Lord Mowbray, whoſe ſon, 


1. Thomas Mowbray, the firſt Duke of Norfolk, created 
by Richard II. before 1386. He was | baniſhed in 1398, 


and died at Venice in 1400. Thomas, his eldeſt fon, was 
beheaded in 1407, and 


2. John Mowbray, his brother, was reſtored to the 
Dukedom, &c. in 1425, and died October 19, 1433, 


Henry VI. 11. 


3. John Mowbray, his ſon, had a confirmation of the 
title, &c. and died in 1461, Edward IV, 1. 


4. John Mowbray, his ſon, died in 1465, Edward IV. 
15. leaving an only daughter, Anne, married to 


3. Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York, ſecond ſon of 
Edward IV. who, in her right, became Duke of Norfolk, &c. 
but being, with his brother, Edward V. murdered in the 
Tower, by their uncle, Richard III. June 18, 1483, the 
honors and eſtates devolved on Margaret, a daughter and 
coheireſs of Thomas Mowbray, the firſt Duke of Norfolk, 
married to fir Robert Howard, knt, whoſe ſon, 


bs Sir John Howard, knt. was created Duke of Norfolk 
by Richard III. June 28, 1483, and killed in Boſworth- 
field, Auguſt 22, 1483, with that King, and attainted. 


2. Thomas Howard, his ſon, was reſtored in blood, and 
created Duke of Norfolk, February 1, 1513. He died 


May 1, +524, Henry VIII. 15. 
| 12 3. Thomas 


* Third of the Plantagenets, Farls or Dukes of Norfolk, 


» 444 ĩðuʒ - Dt. 
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3. Thomas Howard, his ſon, the third (Howard) Duke of 


Norfolk, was attainted-in Parliament, and died in 1554, 
Mary, 1.—His eldeſt ſon, Henry Earl of Surrey, was be 
headed in 1547. 


4. Thomas Howard, ſon of Henry Earl of Surrey, being 
reſtored in blood, ſucceeded his grandfather as fourth Duke 
of Norfolk, but was beheaded June 2, 1573» Elizabeth, 15, 


5. Thomas Howard, ſon of Philip Earl of Arundel, who 
was alſo attainted, and died November 19, 1595, was re- 
ſtored in blood by James I, 1602, and created Earl of Nor- 


folk, June 6, 1644, Charles I. 20. He died in Italy, 
September 14, 1646, aged 61. 


6. Henry Howard, Is ſon, ſucceeded as Earl of Nor- 
folk, &c. and died April 17, 1652, Charles II. 4. 


7. Thomas Howard, his ſon, was created Duke of Nor- 
ſolk, October 19, 1672, Charles I. 24. and died without 
iſſue, in 1678. 


8. Henry Howard, his brother, ſixth Duke of Norfolk, 
died January 11, 1683, Charles II. 35, aged 55. 


9. Henry Howard, his ſon, ſeventh Duke of Norfolk, 
died April 2, 1701, William III. 13. without iſſue, aged 
47» 

10. Thomas Howard, eldeſt ſon of Lord Thomas How 
ard, brother of the laſt Duke, ſugceeded his uncle as 
eighth Duke of Norfolk, &c. and died without iſſue, De- 
cember 23, 1732, George II. 5. aged 49. 


11. Edward Howard, his brother, ninth Duke of Nor- 
ſolk, died without ifſue, September 20, 1777, George III. 
18 


12. Charles 
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12. Charles Howard, deſcended from Charles, brother 


Thomas, the fiſth Duke, ſucceeded as tenth Duke of 
Norfolk, and is now living. His Grace is premier Duke, 
Larl, and Baron of England, _ 


The Liberty of the Duke of Norfolk. 


As this liberty is of great extent in the county, and a 
matter of general information, we will here give an ac 
count of its riſe and privileges, rather than annex it to any 
particular town of the liberty. 


Edward IV. by letters patent under the broad ſeal of 
England, dated at Weſtminſter, December 7, 1468, in the 
Sch year of his reign, granted to John Duke of Norfolk, 
and Elizabeth, his wiſe, and their heirs for ever, the re- 
turn of all writs whatſoever, and of all bills, ſummons, 
precepts, and mandates, of the King, and of all acting 
under hin, within the liberty, manors, and hundreds, fol- 
lowing, viz. withia the manors and demeſnes of Forncet, 
Framlingham Parva, Ditchingham Parva, Ditchingham, 
Loddon, Siſland, Halvergate, South-Walſham, Cantley, 


Strumpſhaw, Caſtor, Winterton, Dickleburgh, Beighton, 
and Bayheld ; alſo within the whole hundred of Earſham, 
and the half-hundred of Guiltcroſs, in the county of Nor- 
folk ; and alſo in the towns, pariſhes, and demeſnes, of Kel- 
ſale, Bonnagaie, Peaſenhall, Calcote, Stonham, Den- 
nington, Brundiſh, Ilketſhall, and Cratfe!d, in Suffolk: 


In the rapes of Lewis and Bramber, and all the parts and 


parcels thereto belonging, and in the hundred and lordſhip 
of Boſeham, and the town of Stoughton, in Suſſex; in the 
manor and lordſhips of Reygate, and Barking, in Surrey ; 
and the town, manor, and lordſhips of Harwich, and 


Dovercourt, in Eſſex; and in all parcels, precincts, and 
juriſdictions 
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juriſdictions of all the aforeſaid rapes, hundreds, towns, 
manors, and lordihips, ſo that no Sheriff, or any other offi- 
cer whatſoever, ſhould enter the ſaid LI BERT, but that 


every thing ſhould be tranſacted by the officers of the ſaid 
Duke, appointed for that purpoſe. Furthermore, the 


King granted to the Duke and his heirs, all manner of 
fines, proſits, amerciaments, penalties, &c. of all reſidents 
in the ſaid liberty, with all other things that ſhould accrue 
to his Royal Crown and dignity, with full power for the 
Duke's officers to ſeize for any of them, in as full a manner 
as the King's officers ſhould have done, if this grant had 


not been made. Further, the King granted to the faid 
Duke and his heirs, all waiſs and ſtrays, felons goods, and 


forfeitures; and alſo, that the reſidents in this liberty 
ſhould not be ſued, or forced to anſwer in any other court 
than that of the liberty, for any ſum under 40s. And fur- 
ther, the King granted to the ſaid Duke, full power and 
authority to have his own Coroners and Clerks of the mar- 
kets in his liberty, with the ſame power that thoſe officers 
of the King have in any other place; together with a 
Steward of the liberty, who ſhall have power to determine 
all actions under 405. fo that they ariſe within the liberty; 
all which privileges the King conſirmed to him, in ex- 
change for the caſtle, manor, lordſhip, and burgh of Chep- 
ſtowe, the manor of Barton, and the manor and lordſhip 
of Tuddenham, in the Welſh Marſhes, to which all the 
aforeſaid privileges (and much greater) belonged, and had 
been enjoyed by the Duke and his anceſtors, time out of 
mind ; but were now by the Duke, at the King's earneſt 


requeſt, conveyed to William Earl of Pembroke, and his 
| heirs, and a fine levied accordingly : all theſe liberties and 
privileges were enjoyed by the ſaid Duke and his ſucceſſors 
till the time of Queen Elizabeth, and then were exempli- 

fied 
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fed under ſeal, at Weſtminſter, the 4th day of July, 
in the year 1558, at the requeſt of Thomas Duke of 
NGrfolk, who was then ſeiſed in fee, and ſo continued till 
1568, when he ſettled this, among other large eſtates, 
on truſtees, to his own uſe for life; but upon the 
attainder of the Duke, and Philip Earl of Surrey, it was 
ſeized by the Crown, where it continued till James I. by 


letters patent, dated at Weſtminſter, in the year 1602, gave 
and granted to his faithful Counſellors, Thomas Lord 
Howard, Baron of Walden, and Henry Howard, brother of 
Thomas late Duke of Norfolk, and ſon of Henry late Earl of 
Surrey, and their heirs, this liberty, with the honor, lord- 
ſhip, and manor of Forncet, and the manors of Earl's, or 
Little Framlingham, Halvergate, Ditchingham, Siſland, 
Dickleburyh, Loddon, and Launditch hundred, in Nor- 
folk; the caſtle, ſoke, and manor of Bungay, and manor 
of Cratfield, in Suffolk, (all being part of the poſſeſſions of 
the late attainted Duke) together with all law-days, amer- 
ciaments, views of frank-pledge, &c. the one moiety to 
Thomas Lord Howard, and his heirs, the other to Henry 
Howard, and his heirs; and on April 3, the year following, 
the King by other letters patent, granted to Thomas How- 
ard, Earl of Suffolk, Lord Chamberlam of his Houthold, 
and to Henry Compton, Earl of Northampton, Guardian 
of the Cinque Ports, (thoſe titles being conferred on them 
in the mean time) and their heirs, the manars and advow- 
ſons of Ditchingham, and South-Walſham, late the at- 
tainted Duke's ; and by other letters patent, dated at Weſt- 
minſter, November 22, in the 6th year of his reign, he 
gave them the half-hundred of Guiltcroſs, in Norfolk, 
and Cratfield and Kelſale manors, in Suffolk, late the ſaid 
Duke's, with all their liberties, &c, together with the 


barony, burgh, and manor of Lewes, in Suſſex, and che 
barony and manor of Bramber, with the office of Itinerant 
Bailiff, 
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Bailiff, and of Clerks of the Markets within the ſaid ba- 
ronies in Suſſex, together with Darking cam Capell ma 

nor, in Surrey, with all the liberties of the- late Duke cf 
Norfolk, as leets, views of ſrank- pledge, law-days, afiize 
of bread and beer, pleas, waifs, ſtrays, ſorſeitures of felons, 
fugitives, deodands, knight's-fees, eſcheats, heriots, free- 
warren, return of all writs, precepts, &c. in as full and am- 
ple a manner as ever Thomas Duke of Norfolk enjoyed 
his liberty before his attainder; by mc2ns of which grant 
each of them was ſeiſed of a moiety, all which premiſſes 
they divided by indenture, dated the 13ti day of May fol- 
lowing: The manors of Forncet, Ditchiagham, Loddon, 
Siſland, Halvergate, Suuth-Walſham, Launditch hun- 
dred, and the half-hundred of Earſham, with the ma- 


nor of Bungay, were aſſigned to the Earl of Northamp- 
ton, and his heirs, of which he died ſeiſed in 1613, and 


they deſcended to Thomas Earl of Arundel and Surrey, 
(who was reſtored in blood in a Parliament at Weſtminſter, 
March 19, 1602) as couſin and next heir: and after this 
Henry Earl of Arundel and Surrey, by indenture dated 
March 1, 1617, purchaſed to him and his heirs, of the 
Earl of Suffolk, all his part, right, and eſtate, in the hun- 
dred of Guiltcroſs; Kelſale and Cratheld manors, in Suf— 
folk; the rapes of Lewes, and Bramber, and No-man's- 
land, in Suſſex; Darking and Capell manors, in Surrey; 
the barony, manor, and burgh of Lewes, with the office of 
Bailiff Itinerant; the manors of Lewiſburgh, Rymer, II- 
ford, Seaford, Meching, Middleton, Brighthelmſton, the 
Free-chaſe called Clers, liberty of the Sheriff's-turn called 
No-man's-land, Sheffield and Grimſtead manors, the ba- 
rony and manor of Bramber, with the Itincrant Bailiff 
there, the burgh of Horſham, burgh of Shoreham, and 
and Beding New-Park, the burgh of Steyning, and the 

Manor 
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manor of Sompting-Abbots, the office of Clerks of the 
Markets in Lewes and Bramber baronies, Sheffield and 
Lingfield manor, the fourth part of Barking and Capell 
manors, the Toll-booth of Southwark, and Guildford in 
Surrey, and all privileges that Thomas late Duke of Nor- 
folk had in the letters patent of Queen Elizabeth; and 
particularly all thoſe liberties, commonly called the Duke 
of Norfolk's liberty, by virtue of which Thomas Earl of 
Arundel and Surrey aforeſaid was ſeiſed of the whole in 
fee, and ſo continued till the 12th of Auguſt, 1641, and 
then he and Alathea Counteſs of Arundel, his wife, and 

nry Lord Mowbray and Maltravers, their eldeſt ſon, 
and heir apparent, and their truſtees, ſettled it (among 
many other eſtates) on others in truſt, in order that they 
ſhould make ſale of all, or any parcels of the ſaid baronies, 
lands, tenements, hereditaments, liberties, advowſons, 
&c. aforeſaid, and that the money from thence raiſed 
ſnould be by them applied to pay the debts of Thomas 
late Earl of Arundel and Surrey, and the overplus to re- 
main to the Lord Maltravers, and whatever remained un- 
ſold after the debts paid, they were to ſtand ſeiſed of to 
the uſe of the Lord Maltravers, and his heirs; and ſoon 
aſter, 1669, (the debts being paid) it was again veſted in 
the Howard family, the Duke of Norfolk being now Lord, 
who nominates a Steward and Coroner, and keeps a gaol 
for debtors, either in Lopham or elſewhere,” as he 
Fleaſes*, 


K Liberty 


* This account is taken from a manuſcript, containing an exempliß- 
cation of all the grants of the privileges of tlie liberty, which is now n 
the hands of the Steward. 


C-90-3 


Liberty of the Duchy of Lancaſter. 


Befides the liberty of the Duke of Norfolk in this county, 
there is that of the Duchy of Lancafter, the court of which 
is kept at Aylſnam.— Curia ducatus Lancaſirienſis. 


© Tt continued in the Crown till 1371, when it was firſt 
made parcel of the Duchy of Lancaſter by the King's 


giving it to his ſon, John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter, 
and the heirs of his body, and from that time Aylſham be- 


came the head, or principal town of that Duchy, in this 
county. 


s This John took his name from the town of Gaunt, 
where he was born, being fourth ſon to Edward III. and 
was created Earl of Richmond in 1342, the revenues of 
which Earldom he then exchanged with the King: This 
man was King of Caſtile and Leon, Duke of Guienne, 
Acquitaine, and Lancaſter, Earl of Richmond, Derby, 


Lincoln, and Leiceſter, and High-Steward of —— 
he had three wives; ; firſt, 


„ Blanch, daughter and coheireſs of Henry Duke of 
Lancaſter, by whom he had, 1ſt, Henry, afterwards King 


of England; 2d, Philippa, wife to King John of Portugal ; 
3d, Elizabeth, married to John Holland, Duke of 
Exeter, 


His ſecond wife was Conſtance, daughter and one of 
the coheireſſes of Peter King of Caſtile, by whom he had 
iſſue, Catherine, married to Henry, ſon of John King of 
Spain, with the title to the I of Caſtile and 
Leon, 


46 His 


C1903 
1 His third wife was Catherine, daughter of Pain Roet, 


alias Guien, King of Armes, and widow of Sir Otes Swyn- 
ford, Knt. by whom he had iſſue before marriage, 1ſt, 
John, ſurnamed Beaufort, Earl of Somerſet, and Marquis 


of Dorſet; zd, Henry Beaufort, Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
Cardinal of St. Euſebins, and Chancellor of England ; 
zd, Joane Beauſort, firſt married to Ralph Nevile, Earl of 


| Weſtmoreland, and after to Lord Robert Ferrers, 


He died ſeiſed of the Duchy in the 22d of Richard IT, 
1398, being the greateſt ſubje& of the Engliſh crown; fs 
great, that “ as great as JohN of GaunT” then was, 
and ſtill remains, one of our Engliſh proverbs. At his 
death, Catherine, his widow, held it for life, and at her 
death, Henry Plantagenet, ſon and heir of John of Gaunt, 
inherited it, who being crowned King by the name of 
Henry IV. united the whole inheritance of Lancaſter unto 
the Crown, ſince which, the ducal title of Lancaſter hath 
been drowned in the title of the regal dignity. But, in 
honor of the Houſe of Lancaſter, this King inſtituted the 
Duchy-Court; to the end, the lands belonging to the 
Duchy might in all following times he diſtinguiſhed and 
known from the lands of the Crown.” 


Aylſham being the capital manor of the Duchy, the 
Duchy-Court hath been always held there; and whereas, 
the privileges belonging to thoſe tenants are large, it will 
not be amiſs to ſpeak of them here. 


Upon the erection of the Duchy-Court by Henry IV, 
May 4, in the 3d year of his reign, anno 1401, the charter 
of the Duchy was confirmed by King and Parliament, 
which ſets forth, that 
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« Edward III. granted for him, and his heirs and ſuc- 
* ceſſors, to John of Gaunt, Duke of Acquitaine and Lan- 
s caſter, and Blanch, his wife, that they and the heirs of 
« their bodies, and all their tenants of the lands and fees, 
*© which were in the poſſeſſion of Henry Earl of Lancaſter, 
ein the ſixteenth year of Edward III. anno 1341, ſhould 
© be for ever free from panage, paſſage, paage, laſtage, 
«« ſtallage, tallage, carriage, peſage, picage, and ferage, 
„ throughout all England, and other places in the King's 
„ dominion ; and Richard II. granted to the ſaid Duke 
4 all fines, forfeitures, and amerciaments, of what kind or 
* nature ſoever, of all his men and tenants in the ſaid 
lands or fees, and all eſtrap and waſtes whatſoever in the 
e ſaid fees; together with all forfeitures for murder and 
te felony committed in the ſaid fees, or by tenants in the 
* fees in other men's lands; and alſo all the goods of 
&« felons de ſe, and forfeitures to the Clerk of the Markets, 
* in as ample a manner as the ſaid King had them before 
te this grant; and further, the ſaid King granted the aſſize 
ce of bread, wine, and beer, and all victuals, to be under 
« @ Clerk of the Markets, appointed by the ſaid Duke, 
„and that the King's Clerks of the Markets ſhall not 
« enter the fees to exerciſe any juriſdiction there, and that 
t the ſaid Duke ſhould have the chattles of all fugitives 
« and outlaws in the ſaid fees; the ſaid Duke was alſo to 
«© have execution by his own officers of all writs, ſum- 
*© mons, proceſſes, extracts, and precepts, ſo that no She. 
« riff, Bailiff, or other officer of the King, was to enter 
* into the liberty, or exerciſe any office or juriſdiction 
5 therein, unleſs in default of _y execution by the pro- 
* per officers of the liberty; the "ſaid Duke was alſo to 
«© have waif and ſtray, deodands, and treaſure found in 
*« the liberty, &c. and Henry IV. confirmed the whole by 
“ conſent of Parliament, and ordained for himſelf and 
: „ heirs, 


173% . 
„ heirs, that in the whole Duchy of Lancaſter. all theſe 
* royal franchiſes, privileges, and grants, ſhould for ever 
« ſtand valid, and in full force, and be executed by the 
„ yroper officers of the Duchy; and Edward IV. in the 
« firſt year of his reign, confirmed all the liberties to the 
« tenants of the Duchy, as did many of the ſucceeding 
„Kings, ſo that there are now proper oficers, as Co- 
„ roners, Stewards, Clerks of the Markets, &c. ap- 
pointed for the liberty of the Duchy in the ſeveral coun- 
ties it extends into.“ | 


The chief town of the barony or honor of Rhye, or de 
Rhia, in this county, is Hingham: The court of the fee or 
capital lordſhip of Richmond is held at Swatham, and, the 
honor of Clare is liberty lately revived. 


Air, Soil, Produce, Mauifactures, Manners, 
Sc. Se. 


The air of this county is of various temperatures in the 
ſeveral parts thereof. By the ſea-fide it is unwholeſome 
and aguiſh, particularly ſo in the hundreds of Flegg and 
Freebridge-Marſhiland, where the ſoil is boggy and ouſy; 
(fo that it i: common to ſay of a ſtranger, at his firſt com- 
ing into the county, hat he is arreſted by Bailiff of Marſh- 
land) and not much better in the towns bordering on 


Lynn-deep; but as to thoſe parts of the county lying upon 
the ſea-ſhore, there is no great reaſon to ſuppoſe them 


very unhealthy, becauſe the ſea-coaſts are for the moſt part 


ſandy, and do not ſuck in nor retain the ſalt water, as 
the marſlies in Eſſex and Kent do, which makes the air ſo 
corrupt. The inland part of the county being open, is 
extremely pleaſant and ſalutary, as may be inferred from 
the many ſeats of the Nobility and Gentry in it. The 

ſoil 
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ſoil! in Norfolk is fo extremely various, that it has been 

« conlidered as an epitome of the whole iſland. Every 
part of the county, however, produces either corn or paſ- 
ture; ſo that even the worlt ſoil is far from unprofitable, 
Great quantities of corn are annually produced from the 
well - cultivated fields. 


As to the ſoil, Dr. Fuller ſpeaks very truly of it, ſaying, 
« All England may be carved out of Norfolk, being re- 
«« preſented in it, not only as to the kinds but degrees 
** thereof; for here are fens and heaths, light and deep, 
« ſand and clay-grounds, meadow-lands, paſtures, and 
«« arahle, wood-lands and woodleſs, ſo taking the country 
* altogether, it affords enough for pleaſure and profit; 
„that being ſupplied in one part which is defective in 
e another.” The fens and marſh-lands are exceeding pro- 


fitable. 


„The plain, ſays Camden, called Tilney-Smeeth, not 
above two miles over, affords ſufficient feed for the larger 
cattle of ſeven villages and three thouſand ſheep. It is fo 
boggy, that it is made uſeful only by a multitude of cuts 
and drains, over which there are laid one hundred and ele- 
ven bridges. The heathy and ſandy lands are barren, but 
ſerve for two purpoſes that enrich the inhabitants: Firf,, 
for harbouring and nouriſhing rabbets, whoſe fleſh is not 
only a tender and delicate food, but their ſkins valuable: 
Secondly, for feeding ſheep, which loving a ſhort graſs, 
delight much in ſuch places. Among our ſheep-maſters 
there ſeems to be a kind peculiar to this county, commonly 
called Norfolks, which are an hardy ſtrong ſheep, and bear 

good flecces : theſe ſheep in general have black noſes and 
black feet. The heaths, by maintaining great flocks of 


them, which are continually on them, grazing and folded, 
are 
- 


1 
are made almoſt as profitable to the people as the tilled 
ground, ſupplying them with good mutton and wool; and 
at the ſame time ſo enriching the ground by their dung and 
folding, that being ploughed up it produces good quantities 
of corn. . 


„Some villages keep 5o0oo ſheep, the woollen manufac. 
ture of this county being a great encouragement to huſ- 
bandmen to enlarge their flocks ; and rabbets being a pro- 
per improvement for hilly and rocky grounds. The people 
alſo are diligent in nouriſhing and increaſing bees, inſo- 
much that honey in theſe parts is very plentiful, 


« The light, deep, and clay-grounds are very fruitful 
in divers ſort of grain, as rye and peaſe, wheat and barley ; 
and near Walſingham it produces very good ſaffron“. 
About Winterton, in Weſt Flegg, the fields are looked upon 
by the ſcilful in huſbandry to be the fatteſt and lighteſt 


in all England, as requiring the leaſt labor, and bringing 


the greateſt increaſe ; for they plough with but one horſe+, 
yet ſeldom fail of a plentiful crop. By the rivers, which 
are four or five principal ones, (beſides many rivulets and 
brooks) as the Yare, the Bure, the Thurn, the Waveney, 
the greater and leſſer Ouſe, there are many fine meadows 
and paſtures. Near the towns are many ſprings, groves, 
and copſes, but the champaign country is bare cf wood. 
Mines or minerals here are none, not ſo much as of coals or 
ftone, but we meet with a ſort of clay almoſt of equal va- 
lue. A gentleman of this county digging by chance in 
his ground, turned up a fine clay, which ſome ſxilful per- 


ſons 


Of this Mr. Camden muſt have been mifinformed. Eraſmus calls 
Walfingham Par aTHAL A554, from its nearneſs to the ſea, 

+ As Pliny ſays of Bizacium in Africa, “ it may be ploughed with 
a hotl of any fort, and an old woman drawing againſt him.“ 
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ſens obſerving, diſcovered the value of it to him; where- 
upon ſending it into Holland, where they made a choice 
ſort of earthen ware of it, he made 10,000]. ſterling of a 
piece of ground not forty yards ſquare“.“ Dr. Fuller 
tells this ſtory, but ſuſpects the ſum, as having a cypher 
too much, which, though true, does not altogether detract 
from its worth. 


Camden mentions the catching of Hawks,—the abund- 
ance of fiſh, - with the jett and amber commonly found 
upon the coaſt of Hunſtanton.“ 


Of the natural produce of this county, rabbets is no in- 
conſiderable article. At Metbauold the beſt rabbets in Eng- 
land are bred, and are called by the poulterers Mewill 
rabbets.” It has been remarkable for breeding theſe crea- 
tures ever ſince the reign of Canute, (1016 to 1036) and at 
preſent ſends great numbers of them to the London mar- 
kets. From Beecham-well the markets in Norfolk are 
ſupplied, + Great numbers are alſo bred about Caſtle- 
Riting, Thetford, Winterton, and Sherringham. 


The rabbets of this county are of a fine ſilver- eoloured 
bluiſh-grey, the fur or wool of which in the ſtrength and 
ſtaple of it, 1s not equalled by any other, Lincoln except- 
ed, and is therefore procured by all manufacturers, in or- 
der to mix with the produce of other counties, more cloſely 
to unite and ſtrengthen the manufacture of hats. 


The butter and wool markets in Norfolk are very con- 
fiderable, particularly at Downham, Watton, Stoke-Ferry, 
Swaffham, Wiſbech, and Brandon. 


WyMONDHAM 


+ Here again, we think, Mr, Camden muſt err, 


9] 


WywuonDHam was remarkable for its manufacture of 


wooden-ware, as ſpindles, ſpoons, ſpiggots and faucets, &c. 
but the inhabitants are now principally employed in the 


Norwich ſtuff trade. 


Rerpnau, and many places in this coutity; are famous 


for making barley-malt, of which great quantities are 
bought by the London dealers,—We wiſh we could ſay as 
much in praiſe of the malt-liquor brewed in Norfolk. 


Noxrwicn, though one of the firſt manufacturing towns 


in England, hath a great part of the labor done in the 


country towns all over the county of Norfolk, and even 
in Suffolk. Here vaſt quantities of worſted-ſtuffs, bays, 
ſerges, ſhalloons, crapes, camblets and drupgets, duffields 
and fearnoughts are made, beſides many other curious 


articles; from the ſale of which above two hundred thou- | 


ſand pounds are annually received by this city.—-[The 
reader will find this more fully explained in our Hiſtory 
| of Norwich, vol. X. of this work.] 


YARMOUTH is renowned for its fiſkery of herrings and 
mackarel, beſides cod, haddocks, &c. in their proper ſea- 
ſons. Great quantities of herrings are cured here, and 
the ſhipping carry on the trade of the Norwich manufac- 
tures to the Baltic, Oſtend, &c. Immenſe quantities of 
flour, malt, &c. are exported, and the import is very conſi- 

derable,—of coals, deals, wine, groceries, and 11 
Kores. F 


AYLSHAM is ſaid to carry on a conſiderable manufacture 
in making of ſtockings. 
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1 
C Roux is noted for its plentiful fiſhery of lobſters, 
which are ſent to the markets in Norfolk, and to London; 
&c. | 


BURN HAM 1 an oyſter of a large ſize in abun- 
dance, which is ſent into ſeveral counties weſt of Lynn. 
This and the neighbouring ports carry on a good corn 


trade. 


WorsTED, now a ſmall town, gave name to the manu- 


facture of that ſtuff, but is now quite deſtitute of employ. 


Dornicks, cameric, calecut, &c. had in like manner their 
denomination from the places they were firſt invented and 


made. 


BAN CASH ER exports corn and malt, and here is the 


F largeſt malt-houſe in England. 


Brax NET and CL Ev are alſo fiſhing towns. 


_ Lynx-Rec1s is a port of great trade: the very valuable 


cargoes of wine, timber, coal, and foreign ſpirits, brought 


in here is immenſe, as is alſo the export of corn, &c. and 


its commerce by inland navigation is equal to any in the 


kingdom. Spelman ſays of Lynn, © that Ceres and Bac- 
chus — to have eſtabliſned their magazines here.“ 


Turrronp carries on a conſiderable We", of the | 


| woollen trade. It has alſo a paper-mill, and does a good 


geal of buſineſs by the navigation of the Ouſe river. 


SwarFHaM, ſay many geographers, was famous for a 
conſiderable manufaRory in the making of ſpurs, but this 
does not now, and, we believe, zever did exiſt—but in the 

| brain 


. 
brain of ſome ill- informed writer. Phyſicians call this 
place“ the Montpellier of England.“ 


Wer lis carries on a conſiderable corn trade when the 
ports are open for exportation, as vaſt quantities are ſold 
by the farmers to the merchants here. The coal and 
raff- trade is alſo good. 


FAxENHAu, ſays an Engliſh traveller, was noted in 
former times for its ſalt- pits, although it is ten miles from 
the ſea, Nothing yet appears to induce us to believe 
this. 


Diss, HART Es Tro, and HarLinG, are remarkable 
only for the manufacture of linen yarn and cloth. 


Fires have done more towards beautifying many of the 
towns in Norfolk than any other cauſe. Without this ca 
lamitous element neither Swaffham, Eaſt-Dereham, Wat- 
ton, Hingham, nor Wymondham, would have been re- 
marked for their neatueſs, handſome buildings, or faſhion- 
able inhabitants. As a ſudden inundation of water ſome- 
times carries away bridges which were perilous to tra- 
vellers, ſo an accidental conflagration levels buildings, 
which a taſte for improvement and perſonal ſafety had 


long yearned to ſee removed. 


The waters, both ſalt and freſh, yield very great conve- 
nience to the inhabitants by fiſh and navigation. On the 
ſea-coaſts is the herring-fiſhery, which brings ſo much 
trade and wealth to Yarmouth. It begins in Septem ber, 
when that fiſh * generally ſwarms upon theſe ſhores. 
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They come by the north of Scotland in vaſt ſhoals, an! 
paſs through the narrow ſeas by the Land's-end of Corn - 
wall, and what are not catched return into the north 
again. Mackarel here are alſo catched in the ſpring in 
great numbers; ſo that the ſea brings this county, beſides 


the ordinary and daily markets for fiſh in the villages and 
towns by the ſea-ſide, two great fairs of herrings and 


mackarel. E 


Nor do the freſh waters of this county yield leſs profit to 
the inhabitants. The Bure is full of fiſh, and by its over- 
flowing the lower grounds, makes not only rich meadows, 
but many noble fiſheries. In it are found a moſt excellent 
fort of perch. The inhabitants of Ranworth, which ſtands 
near to the river, report, that one hundred and twenty 
buſhels of fiſh were catched tͤere by two nets at one time, 
'The like are the Ouſe, Waveney, and Yare, in which laſt 
there is a peculiar fiſh, called a ruße; and becauſe the 
Engliſh by that word expreſs the Latin aſperum, John 
Caius termed it A/predo. The body of this fiſh is all over 
rough, with ſharp prickles and prickly fins. It delights in 
ſandy places like the perch, and is of nearly the ſame big - 
neſs, Its colour on the back 1s brown and duſkiſh, but on 
the belly it is of a pale yellow. It is marked on the 
jaws with double ſemicircular rings ; the upper part of the 
eye of a dark brown colour, the lower yellow, and the ball 
of it black; and a line goes along the back, and is faſt- 
ened to the body, as if it were a thread; the tail and fins 
are ſpotted with black. When this fiſh is angry the fins 
ſtand up ſtiff, and fall flat again when its anger is over. 
The fleſh of it is very wholeſome, and eats tender and 
ſhort, being in this laſt reſpect much like a perch. It is 
very rarely found in any other rivers. 


a 
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' The inhabitants of this county are ſtrong and robuſt. 
ſharp and cunning. The food of the commonalty conſiſts 


much of puddings and dumplings, which has produced 
the proverb of Norfolk dumplings, as the eating beans fo 


much in Leiceſterſhire has proverbially nick-named the 
people Leirefter ſhire Bean-bellies, and in Lincolnſhire Yel- 


low-bellies. Nor need they be aſhamed of their food, it 


being certainly the wholeſomeſt and moſt nouriſhing to the 


human body. 


„ The inhabitants of Norfolk, ſays the writer of the 


Engliſh Traveller, have been long celebrated for their 


healthy conftitutions, which is ſaid t be owing to their 
eating ſuch vaſt quantities of dumplings, that the expreſ- 


ſion, dumpling, of late has become a proverbial phraſe, 
when the people in other parts ſpeak of a Norfolk man. 
It is no uncommon thing for them to take a dumpling, af- 
ter it is well boiled, and having dipped it in gooſe's greaſe, 
immediately eat it, as pleaſantly as if it were the moſt de- 
licious morſel in the univerſe, 


It is, however, a rule, both in phyſic and the Materia 
Medica, that if people will habituate themſelves to the 
eating of groſſer ſorts of food than common, they muſt 
Join to it ſtrong exerciſe, otherwiſe there immediately en- 
ſues a ſtagnation of the fluids, which either ends in a cor- 
ruption of the internal parts, or operates on the external 
ſurface, in ſuch a manner as to deform the appearance, 
and render the whole of the human body extremely diſa- 


greeable. However, for all that, the people in Norfolk 
are as healthy as any cf their neighbours g but whether in 


conſequence of an additional degree of exerciſe, or from 
what other cauſe, we are not able to learn.“ 
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„Mr. Camden hath a piece of natural hiſtory of this 
country, that it is a nurſery of attornies, and that the 
country people have a great genius to that fort of polemi- 
cal learning.” And this, ſays Biſhop Gibſon, is con- 
firmed by Spelman and Speed. The Norfolk men are 
counted induſtrious, and generally ſo ſucceſsful in the 
ſtudy of the common law, that moſt people wiſh rather to 
have a Norfolk man their counſcl—than adverſary*.” From 
Varro he obſerves ** that the goodneſs of the ſoil may be 
collected from the bright, clear complexion of the inhabi- 
rants ; not to mention their ſhortneſs of wit, and ſingular 
capacity in the ſtudy of our common law.” By goodneſs 
of ſoil, both Varro and himſelf muſt mean healthful, he 
could not otherwiſe have ſingled out Norfolk for what the 
preſent age calls good. The wholeſome air may naturally 
produce a ſharpneſs of wit; but Henry the Sixth's act 
againſt the exerciſe of it, reſtraining the number of at tor- 
nies, hath given it another turn. Nature ſeems to have 
deſigned this county for health and rural diverſions, as 
much as any in the iſland; and though it produceth not 
crops equal to a better ſtaple, it hath the advantage of 
navigation in lieu of it. The lands by new improvements of 
ſowing graſs and turnips, have cleared up the complexion of 
the huſbandman; and the vaſt numbers of ſheep kept here 
at a fmall expence, eſpecially ſince they have a winter 
feed of turnips for them, ſtock the counties quite to Lon- 
don, and bring in a good profit. It is Ferwecum patria, 
but not crafſs ſub acre. The reaſon of the free growth of 
the law here muſt have been the plenty of copyholders, and 
the chance to come in for court-keeping ; as the plenty of 
hares here produces plenty of greyhounds. The beauty 
and agreeableneſs of theſe plains is exceeded by none +. 
| This 


Geographical Dictionary. 


© *+ Salmon's New Survey of England, page 163, 
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This county hath ſome herbs peculiar to itſelf, or 
yery rarely found, growing wild, in other counties, as 


1. Artiplex Maritina, Cc. Sea-Orrache, with ſmall 
baſil leaves, found near Lynn-Regis. | 


2. Acorns Verus, Ce. The ſweet-ſmelling flag or cala- 
mus, found in the river Yare, near Norwich. 


3. Lychnis Viſceſa, &c. The Spaniſh catchfly, found 
near Thetford, plentifully. 

4. Spongia Ramoſa Fluvialis, Branched river-ſpunge, 
found in the river Yare, below Norwich. | 

5. Turritis, Tower-muſtard, found in the hedges, near 
Acle. 

6. Verbaſtum Pulverulentum, c. Hoary mullein, about 
the walls of Norwich, 

7. Vermicularis Futrex Minor, Shrub ſtone- crop, found 
on the ſea-coaſt of Norfolk. 

8. Urtica Remana, The Roman nettle, growing about 
Yarmouth. 

9. Medica Sylveftris, Wood-claver, a different ſort, witch 
a purpliſh flower, like Burgundy trefoil or ſaintfoil, ob- 
ſerved to grow in the highway, a little diſtance from Nar- 
wich. The common ſort uſually bears a yellow flower. 


10. Ebulum, found in South Creak, called by the inha- 
bitants Dane-blood, as if it were the product of the blood 


ſpilt here in an engagement between the Danes aud 
| Saxons. 1 


1. Wild Pints, found near Norwich. 


A 2, Vinus's Looking-glaſt, near Cromer. | 


13. Buer; 
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13. Barter- wort, on the heaths in general. 


14. Ler- headed Milford, near Caſtor, 
19. Dwarf Elder, near Norwich. 
16. Hog's Fennel, near Yarmouth, - 
1 7. Black currants, near Horsford, 
18. Cran-berries, in many different parts. 
19. Small Corn-catchfly, in the fields near Norwich. 
20. Great Booterd, near Wells. 
21+ Common Club Moſs, in many places. 
22. Sea Ragged Staff, near Cley. 
23. Spleen-wort, on many country church-walls, 
24. Salid Puf-ball, in Holkham Park. | 


25. Smoth Chara, near Heydon. © 


The inhabitants of Norfolk are ſo much attached to the 
Sports of the field, that the turf is not much encouraged, 
Few or no Gentlemen in the county keep running-horſes, | 
and the annual races at Swaffham, and at Thetford, are at- 
tended chiefly by Ladies and Gentlemen on parties of plea 
ſure, and, as a feſtive meeting more than #0 pick pockets ; 
for ſuch we deem all games—but games of chance. Cock- 
fighting (for the honor of Norfolk) is not much follo ed: 
Nor do we find any irrational exerciſe, if we except kemp- 
ing and wreſtling, in practice. By the bye, we do not feel 
a penchant for hunting, ſhooting, nor fiſhing—as sORTS: 
Nor do we think they can be juſtified an any principle of 
natural or revealed reaſon : But faſhion, that hydra of 
folly, and cuſtom, that eſtabliſhed law of fools; will fe- 
FJ rig | concile 
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concile the greateſt abſurdities! Religion and morality for 
bid taking any life wantonly, yet leave a diſcretionary 
power of doing it necearily. Thoſe fierce and ſanguinary 
animals that inhabit the foreſt are fair game for man, but 
what have we to apprehend from the affrighted hare, 
the freſh-water fiſh, the beautiful pheaſant, or partridge ? 
Nature, nay, humanity, recoils at the idea of their deſtruc- 
tion—iz /port. That their lives ſhould be taken zeceſarily 
we admit, but let it not be done /porr. The untutor'd 
native of the Aſiatic plains, or mountains of America, 
would not kill—but for food and for raiment, or in ſelf. 
defence. 


The author of a late dramatic production has portrayed 
the character of a tenacious *©* Lord of the Manor,” with 
reſpect to GAME, in colours ſo juſt and lively, that we can- 
not forbear adding his to our own obſervations. 


— „ Searchum, get warrants immedi- 
ately for ain guns, nets, and ſnares, let every dog in 
the pariſh be collected for hanging to-morrow morning 
give them a taſte of Norfolk diſcipline. 

—＋Æ— . hope, Sir, you will be better 
adviſed than to proceed fo raſhly. 


| n— here is your qualification? 
- In my birth-right as a free-man, 

— Nature gave the birds of the air in common to us all; 
and I think it no crime to purſue them, when my heart 
tells me 1 am ready, if called upon, to exerciſe the ſame 
gun againſt the enemies of my King and country. 

— — Take notice that I require un- 
conditional ſubmiſſion in my ſupremacy of the game. 
2 | M «© Tn 
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n———— Is what manner, Sir? 
— —. The county gaol ſhall teach 


tranſgreſſor: - thanks to my fellow ſportſmen in the Senate, 
we have as good a ſyſtem of game laws as can be found in 
the moſt gentleman- like country upon the continent. 
—. By gentleman-like I am afraid, 
Sir, you mean arbitrary. 
In France the inſignia of a Lord 
Paramount of the chace are gallowſes, with his arms upon 
every hill in his eſtate they embelliſh a proſpect better 


than the fineſt clump Browne ever planted.” 
* „ „5 # 


Beſides the eſtabliſhed church, there are in Norfolk meet- 
ing-houſes for Preſbyterians, Anabaptiſts, Quakers, Inde- 
pendents, Methodiſts, &c. and in. Norwich there is a 


church for the Dutch, and another for I ; 
alſo, chapels for Roman Catholics, 


The quarter- ſeſſions for the county of Norfolk are held 
in the Shire-houſe on the Caſtle-hill of Norwich four times 
a year, viz. in January, April, July, and October. The 
ſummer aſſizes, and monthly county-courts, are alſo held 
in the Shire-houſe. The Caſtle is the county-gaol for 
debtors and felons, and although in the centre of Nor- 
wich, belongs to, and is within the juriſdiction of Nor- 
folk only. It was firſt committed to the cuſtody of the 


High-ſheriff of the county of Norfolk, as a common priſon, 


in the iſt year of Edward IV. 1460. 


In 1284, Edward I. 12. a ſtatute paſſed, making the 
hundreds in each county anſwerable for all deres com- 
mitted in day- time. 


In 1251, Henry III. 35. this county, and moſt parts of 
England, was viſited by a ſevere drought, ſucceeded by 
damps 
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amps and foul air, which brought on contagious diſorders 
amongſt the cattle, and ruined the harveſt; in ſo much, that 
a dreadful famine and plague enſued. . 


The following are the prices of certain articles at dif- 
ferent periods of time, eſtimated according to the value of 


the preſent money: 


In 930, a ſheep, 128. 6d. the fleece, 5s.—an ox, 3). 158. 
a cow, 21. 10s.—2 horſe, 181.—nurſing of a child the 


firſt year, 4l. In 966, an acre of land, 10s.—a palfrey, 
61. In 980, an ox, 31. 15s.—a cow, 3l. In 1252, a good 
horſe, 151. In 1327, an ox, lean, 21. 8s.—fat, 3). 121. 
a fat hog, two years old, 108.—a fat weather-ſheep, un- 
ſhorn, 55,—ſhorn, 38. 6d.—a fat gooſe, 7d, j—ditto capon, 
6d.—ditto hen, 3d,—two chickens, 3d.—four pigeons, 
z34d,—twenty-four eggs, 3d. In 1450, wheat, zl. 6s. 8d. 


per quarter—barley 11. 1ol. In 1547, beef and pork, 24. 
per Ib. —mutton and veal, 54. per lb. In 1620, the pay 


of a foot ſoldier, 8d. a day—a Lieutenant, 28.— an Enſign, 
15. 6d.,—a cock turkey, 4s. 6d,-a hen ditto, 3s.—a gooſe, 


28.—a Capon, 28. 6d.—a pullet, 18. 6d.—a rabbet, 8d.—a 


dozen pigeons, 6s.—wheat, 328. per quarter,—barley, 16s. 
—wool, a third more than the preſent price -a yard of 
velvet, 11]. 2s.—fine Holland, 8s. per yard. 


N. B. From the Conqueſt to the reign of Elizabeth, 
money was nearly ten times its preſent value; from Eliza- 
beth to the preſent time, nearly equal. 


Norfolk is, generally ſpeaking, a cheap and plentiful 
county. The gentry live in a ſplendid and hoſpitable 
manner; the tradeſmen and farmers exceed thoſe of any 
other county, in what is termed good living; and the la- 
borer and mechanic come in for a comfortable ſhare of 1b. 

M 2 laawe 
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haves and fiſhes. The inhabitants of Norfolk, fays Me. 
B. Martin, are remarkable for the ſprightlineſs of their 
genius, induſtry, and riches, and are, * the 2 part, 
ſtrong, healthy, and well made. 


The markets are regularly and plentifully ſupplied with 
proviſions of every kind, and no county in the kingdom 
produces poultry in ſuch abundance, nor of ſuch quality; 
as few of the citizens of London but can teſtify. Poul - 
try and game to an immenſe value are ſent in preſents an- 
nually from the inhabitants of this county to their friends 
in London, and its environs, particularly at Chriſtmas. 
The pork of this county is much admired by the epicurean 
connoiſſeurs; and culinary vegetables and roots (if we ex- 
cept potatoes) are excellent. We have already obſerved 
that the malt liquor of Norfolk is worſe than in moſt other 
counties, but this muſt be underſtood of the common 
breweries; as no better ale can be met with in any part of 
the kingdom than is made at the houſes of private families. 


For the better ſupport, maintenance, and relief of the 
poor of both ſexs and all ages, Houſes of Induſiry have been 
erected and regulated by Acts of Parliament, at Greſſen- 
hall for the hundreds of Launditch and Mitford, at 


Wicklewood for Forehoe, at Rolleſby for Eaſt and Weſt 
Flegg; and at Heckingham for the hundred of Loddon. 
b rt. Gilbert“ has lately brought into Parliament a bill 
for extending, and for better regulating Houſes of Induſtry 
throughout the kingdom, which, we doubt not, will meet 
with that inveſtigation and improvement a buſineſs of ſo 
much importance merits, from the guardians of the people. 


Norfolk hath produced as many great and eminent per- 
ſonages in war, law, learning, and politics, as moſt coun 
ties 


* Member for Litchficld, 


| 
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ties; and very few can boaſt ſo many ancient and honora- 
ble families: Indeed, this remark receives additional luſtre 
when we confider, that perſonal worth and great abilities, 
and not high-ſounding titles, are the diſtinguiſhing caſt 
which characterizes the gentry of Norfolk. . 


Lord Chief. juſtice Coke was perhaps the greateſt lawyer, 
and Sir Robert Walpole the greateſt ſtateſman any country 
hath bred. Sir Henry Spelman as an antiquary, Sir John 
Faſtolf as a warrior, and Sir Roger L'Eſtrange as a poet, 
will live in the annals of this country to perpetuity. 


The particular hiſtory of each town in the county will 


furniſh the reader with anecdotes of the lives, atchieve- 


ments, and writings of thoſe men who were born, or in- 


herited property therein. Of the ancient families of Nor- 
folk many are now quite gone, and their names extinct: 


others are ſo far removed, and ſpread into collateral 


branches, as ſcarcely to leave a trace to the origin. 


Although Norfolk hath the feweſt Peers re/fiding in it of 


any county of its ſize and conſequence in the kingdom, yet 
it can boaſt of having the Premier Duke, Earl, Baron, and 


Baronet, of England. 


It was obſerved to us by a very reſpectable gentleman, 
lately decreaſed, that there are in Norfolk more rn 
proprietors of four hundred pounds a year, landed eſtate, 
than in any other county in England; for which he in- 
ſtanced the number of gentlemen qualified to be Deputy 
Lieutenants. 


Amongſt the ſeats of the nobility and gentry in Norfolk, 
none are more worthy of particular notice than Houghton, 
Holkham, Rainham, Blickling, Melton-Conſtable, Wol- 


terton, 
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terton, and Kimberley, for dignity, elegance, and extent. 
Langley, Gunton, Felbrigg, Garboldiſham, Buckenham- 
houſe, Weſtacre, Coſſey, Hethel, Heydon, Merton, Ox- 
burgh, Kirby-Bedon, Narborough, Narford, Weſt-Tofts, 
Bixley, Ditchingham, Harling, Quidenham, Elmham, 
Weſtwick, Beeſton St. Lawrence, Witton, Earſham, Shad- 
well-Lodge, Warham, Lynford, Honingham, Rackheath, 
Raveningham, Pickenham, Sandringham, Eccles, and 
many others, are deſervedly eſteemed for the taſte in which 


they are embelliſhed. 


This county abounds with many ancient caſtles and ma- 
norial-houſes, formerly the ſeats of great and able men; 
who, according to the cuſtom of the times, lived in that 
ſtile of magnificence which their wealth, power, or diſpoſi- 
tion, rendered habitual. The unſettled ſtate of public af- 
fairs, the extreme ignorance of the bulk of the people, 
and the vaſt powers given to the Lord over the feudatory, 
were ſtrong incentives to acts which would now be con- 
temned—as arbitrary and unconſtitutional! The bare men- 
tion of villainage, and liberty of gallews, makes a modern 
Briton ſhudder with indignant ſympathy for thoſe mortals 
who were obliged to bend to the manners of the feudal 
times.— How much happier are we in the preſent age, 
who feel a conſequence which neither wealth, power, nor 
diſpoſition, can annoy—even in the humbleſt ſtate of ſo- 


ciety. 


Though Kenninghall, Caſtle-Riſing, Wood-Riſing, 
and Blickling, have occaſionally been the reſidence of 
royalty ſince the Conqueſt, yet Thetford ſeems to have 
been the only ſcite of a palace. Henry I. built a country 
ſeat there, which remained till the reign of James I. when 

it 
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it was pulled down, and one more magnificent built in ity 
room, ſtill known by the name of the K7»g's-Hou/e. 


The Biſhops of Norwich had formerly a palace at Lud- 
ham, which was granted to the ſee by Henry VIII. but 
on Auguſt 10, 1611, it was conſumed by fire, and the 
dioceſan palace is now at Norwich. 


Of the moſt remarkable buildings in the county we hays 
illuſtrated their deſcriptions by views, drawn and engraved 
for that purpoſe. Perſpective delineations of the religious 
and caſtelled houſes, now ruinous, have alſo been publiſhed 
by S. and N. Buck, F. Groſſe, Millecent, T. 
Kirkpatrick, &c. and others are now publiſhing. 


Mr. Richard Gough, in his Anecdotes of Britiſh To- 
pography,“ hath given the world a very copious collection 
of manuſcripts and prints of the hiſtory, antiquities, ſur- 
veys, &c. of Norfolk, which we, at firſt fight, meant to have 
methodized and improved for a ſection of this work; but 
we afterwards found the materials ſo diffuſe, and many of 
them zrifliug,—to an extreme diſgraceful to polite litera- 
ture, that we laid aſide our intention—to make room for 
more /:ful information. | 


This county not only contains the greateſt number of 


pariſh-churches of any in the three kingdoms, but alſo ex- 
ceeds any other in population ; and the vaſt reſources the 
army finds by the recruiting ſervice is almoſt beyond con- 
ception ;—And no men make better ſoldiers. 


Though longevity is one of thoſe bleſſings which are the 
reſult from a light ſoil and pure air, yet we do not find 
inſtances of very long life in Norfolk: People live to 
what is called a good round age. At Rome, anno Du. 47, 
| | ſeveral 
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ſeveral perſons were found, on examination, to be from 
x. 100 to 140 years old, and two were advanced to 150, In. 
| 1635 Thomas Par died in England, aged 153. He lived 
in ten reigns. 


. Lands, Culture, Cc. 


This county may he conſidered as naturally conſiſting of 
four different ſorts of land, wiz. the /and-land, the woed- 
land, the marſp-land, and the fielding. The $axD-Laxds ' 
he chiefly about Caſfile-Rifng, Darſingham, and Snet- 
tiſham bout Methwold, Weeung, Croxton, and Thet- 
ford. 


A conſiderable tract of land between Cromer and Cley 
may be called ſand-land: As alſo, that to the ſouth and 
weſt of Swaff ham. In the neighbourhood of Norwich are 
ſeveral lands inclining to the ſand-land ; and at Rougham 


we have ſeen a piece drift, What is called the Meals, or 
Marum-hills, along the coaſt from Yarmouth to Happiſ- 


burgh, and from Cley harbour to Hunſtanton are compoſed 
of ſea-ſand, | 


The woop-LanDs are various, and difficult to diſtin- 
guiſh; for, there are few woods of extent; and trees only in 
hedge-rows, which viewed at ſome diſtance, optically, gives 
the country the appearance of being woody. The hun- 
dreds of South Erpingham, Eynsford, Humbleyard, Way- 
land, Guiltcroſs, Clavering, and Earſham, contain much 

| wood, as do alſo many parts of the other hundreds. Of 
| modern plantations, the north-weſt and ſouth-weſt parts of 
/ the county exceed the reſt ;—and yet, a vaſt deal more z# 

that way might be'done—to great advantage. What is 


(99 ) | 
ealled the wood-land part is generally dirty, but is very 
rich and fruitſul, 


The MARSH-LANDS, beſides that whole tract of country 
comprehended in the Bedford-level, and in Freebridge- 


Marſhland, extends from Yarmouth up the rivers Bure, 
Waveney, and Yare, to Coltiſhall, Bungay, and Norwich; 
and alſo up the Thurn and Ant. Both ſalt aud freſh 
marſhes are to be met with on the coaſt, particularly be- 
tween Hunſtanton and Blakeney, and from Snettiſham to 
Walpole. The marſh-lands are naturally fruitful, feed-. 


ing great numbers of ſheep and oxen; and ſometimes, 
when ploughed, afford greater crops of corn than any 


other land; but many of the marſhes in Flegg and Hap- 
ping being common-land, are much neglected through 
obſtinacy and illiberal prejudices. 


The FizLDixnG part of Norfolk, though daily de- 
creaſing, is ſtill very great: in Smithdon, Brothercroſs, 


Grimſhoe, North Greenhoe, Freebridge-Lynn, and Shrop- 
ham; and in Blofield, Walſham, and Loddon, it is chiefly ; 


and, we hope to find leſs of it in a few years. Some parts 
of it is in ſheep-walk, and the reſt affords good corn; 
but the tillage is both troubleſome and expenſive, on ac- 
count of the vaſt number of ſmall pieces into which pro- 
perty is divided. 


Of ARABLE and HEATH-LANDS, The arable is in 
many places naturally good for tillage, and produces abun- 
dant crops of all forts of corn and grain; and where it 
ſeems in a manner barren, it is fit for improvement by 
chalk, clay, marle, and crag. The heath-lands are in 
general good ſheep-walk, but might be turned to greater 

N advantage 
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ad vantage by tiltage-encloſure ; but, ſo tenacious are the 
lower claſs of people of what they eſteem their “ rights and 
privileges,” that few gentlemen have as yet dared to? do 
as they pleaſed with their own property:“ And thoſe few 
who have, met with ſo much oppoſition, that others have 
ſacrificed their own judgment and interests to popular 


cc uονẽð. 


The heath and marſh commons in Norfolk may reaſon. 
ably be computed at 100,000 acres ; two-thirds of Which 
conſiſt of the beſt land, either for graſſing, or tillage, yet 
allowed to remain in a ſtate, equally uncultivated and un- 
profitable !—Unprofitable, becauſe they yield but forage 
for a few lean ſheep, a ſolitary aſs, or precarious flock of 
poultry, —and uncultivated, becauſe there are ſo many ig- 
norant prejudices to remove. To us, the idea of a per- 
ſon's being robled of a ſel f- created property, which he en- 
joxs by leave, or cuſtom, and not by purchaie, or hereditary 
claim, appears too ridiculous to operate in the mind of any 
perſon of common ſenſe: We muſt, therefore, ſay of the 
common-croakers, as Mr. Glover ſaid of the Scots in the 
Houſe of Commons, That they have every fſenſe—but 
COMMON SENSE.” Our computation of common-grounds 
will not appear exaggerated, when it is conſidered, that 
the average to each pariſh-town in the county is but 
138 acrees, whilſt we can point out a great many towns 
that have from 500 to 1000 acres, and ſome more.—One 
hundred thouſand acres is equal to 156 ſquare miles, 


To this great waſte of land, we may add 10,000 miles 
of Roaps in Norfolk, one-half of Which are quite unne- | 
ceſſary ; and theſe, at an average width of 24 feet, amount 
to 29,091 acres, or 393 ſquare miles: But even an im- 
Provement in this way occaſions much diſſatisfaction; and 

We 
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ve have known inftances, where roads have been put by, 
by authority, and others made, much thorter and more 
convenient, yet the meaſure was reprobated ! To ſpeak of 
impravemants, is to raiſe a hue and cry amongſt thoſe who 
dread an invaſion of common-ſenſc—more than of the 


French. 


We might produce abundance of facts (and facts are 
ſtubborn arguments) to ſupport our opinion on the ſubject 
of encloſing waſte-lands, but the advantages of zprove- 
ment are ſo obvious, that further proof ſeems unneceſſaty. 


In our obſervations, we hope, the reader will arquit us 
of any partiality or improper motive, general utility being 
our ultimate wiſh; for, we conſider it to be the peculiar 
privilege, and duty, ofevery writer to promote enquiry with 
judgment, and exerciſe opinion with diſcretion, 


The county, ſays Camden, is large, and almoſt all 
champaign, except in ſome places where there ariſe gentle - 
hills. *Tis very rich, well ſtored with flocks of ſheep, 
and abounds with conies. The foil is different according 
to the ſeveral quarters; in ſome places fat, luſcious, and 
full of moiſture, as in Marſhland and Flegg; in others, 
eſpecially to the Weſt, it is poor, lean, and ſandy; and in 
others clayey, and chalky. The ſoil is more various than 
perhaps that of any other county, and comprehends all the 
ſorts that are to be found in the iſland; arable, paſture, 
meadow, wood-lands, light ſandy ground, deep clays, 
heaths, and ſens. 


The Norfolk ſyſtem of huſbandry, or preſent fate of 
agriculture, has been ſcientifically and experimentally 
treated of by Mr. Arthur Young, in his“ Farmer's Tour 
through the Eaſtern Counties,“ and by others, with a 
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knowledge of the ſubje& ſo much ſuperjor to ours, that we 
decline entering further into the areanum; well knowing, 
that where we might be diſpoſed to condemn a practice, 
which want of {kill had rooted, and long cuſtom nutried 
Into a prejudice, all endeavours to eradicate would prove 


inefficacious. 


The farmers of Norfolk have long, and very juſtly, been 

"eſteemed the beſt in the kingdom for management; but 
we do not think for experiment: and experiment is the 
ſoul of improvement! The lateneſs of their harveſt is at- 
tempted to be accounted for by an author, who ſays, 
„Here the air is ſomewhat ſharp, whereby the ſpring and 
harveſt are the more backward,” notwithſtanding which, 
we have the concurring opinions of many impartial judges, 
who ſay, that the corn (eſpecially wheat) is not cut down 
ſo early as it ought to be, nor got in with that alacrity it 
might be. The method of planting and rearing quicks 
in Norfolk and Suffolk is condemned by moſt of the nor- 
thern counties; and what proves it beyond a poſſibility of 
doubt, is the very indifferent hedge-fences to be ſeen in 
moſt parts of Norfolk and Suffolk.“ 


Few farmers there are who conſider the influence of cli- 
mate on vegetable bodies. They ſow, they reap, becauſe 
cuſtom hath eſtabliſhed periods ; but they reaſon not philo- 
ſophically on the nature and effect of air, and the ſeaſons, 


. 


Vegetation, in every part of the earth, bears a certain 


general proportion to the Sun's influence on the elementary 
ſyſtem. 


* In Norfolk the bank is raiſed from two deep' ditches, the top 
thin, and the quicks ſet on the SLO YE. In the northern counties the 
bank is much lower and broader, and the quicks ſet on the Tor, and 
fenced by battens en each fide, In Norfolk the;” cut and scon, but 
they cut and sT Au the hedges in the northern and mid-land counties, 
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ſyſtem. That air is neceſſary to vegetation is certain, 
but the ingredient in it of the beſt quality is not ſo well 
-underſtood, Water through the atmoſphere is preferable 
to pump or river water, and all plants expoſed, abſorb a 
nutriment with the atmoſpherical air in their phlogiſticated 


ſlate. 


We ſhall here take the liberty of adding ſome obſer- 
vations on the influence of climate on animal bodies. 


Dr. Wilſon obſerves, on the theory of the operation of 
putrid efluviam from marihes, ** that animal bodies have 
a ſtrong natural tendency to putrefaction, and would actu- 
ally run into it, unleſs prevented by the diſcharge of their 
moſt putreſcent parts.” Dr. Prieſtly on air, ſhews ** that 
air inhaled by inſpiration receives a charge of phlo- 
giſton from the blood, which is diſcharged, by expira- 
tion.” Dr. Alexander endeavours to prove, that eftuvia 
from marſhes act as antiſeptics and correctors of putrefac 
tion,” but Dr. Wilſon denies this poſition. All marſhy 
grounds (ſays he) and ſtagnated waters, emit a ſmell more 
or leſs diſagreeable from the vegetable ſubſtances which 
ferment and rot in them ; this mixture of humidity, fixed 
air, and putrid vapour, contains a certain degree of phlo- 
giſton in this climate,” * Thoſe vapours impregnate 
the ſurrounding atmoſphere, and diſable it from carrying 
off from the lungs the putrid vapour and phlogiſton in 
ſuch abundance as may be neceſſary to prevent an accy- 
mulation in the body ; in conſequence of which, putrid 
diſeaſes come on, not from the matter taken into the body, 
but from that retained which ought to be expelled, and 
would actually be fo in a purer air,” 


The ftrong antiſeptic qualities of the air diſcharged 


by the vegetable fermentations, ſeem fully to counteract 
| tho 


( 98 ) 
the ſeptic tendency of the putrid efluvium from marſhes, 
when applied to dead animal ſubftance, even ſhould 


there be ſmall portions of putrid animal matter, in ſwampy 
or marſhy grounds; yet theſe ſubſtances will exccedingly 


contribute to the impregnation of the air, and conſe- 
quently to its bad effects on living animal bodies, by reſpi- 
ration, — Fixed air is unfit for the purpoſes of reſpiration, 
though an antiſeptic of very conſiderable efficacy. 


The ſoil of Norfolk is in general a very light ſandy 
loam, which in years that are more inclined- to wet than 
dryneſs, throws out immenſe crops, the very wetteſt tha: 
can come is not too much for their lands: every one, we 
believe, will allow that the chances of the ſeaſons, in this 
moiſt climate, are infinitely more in their favor, than if 
their ſoil was of the heavy caſt. 


Marling bath wrought great improvements; for, under 
the whole country run veins of a very rich ſoapy kind. 
Farms are large, and the rents low in ſome places; but 
we muſt conſeſs, that the times are much againſt farmers, 
Monopoly of farms, and encreaſe of rent, are not the only 


evil; prodigality and temerity hath taken poſſeſſion of the 
honeſt, plain, induſtrious tenant ;—the conſequences are 


tatal to many. 


Societies for the encouragement of agriculture have been 
eſtabliſhed in many parts of the kingdom, particularly at 
Bath, in Yorkſhire, and in Norfolk; and the ſociety for 
the encouragement of arts, manufactures, and commerce, 
inſtituted at London in 1753, have liberally, and very be- 
neficially, beſtowed premiums for planting and heſbandry. 


A © Norfalk 
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Norfolk Secrety for the Encouragement of | 
Agriculture. 


* 


„As it is found that the ſociety eſtabliſhed in London for 
the encouragement of agriculture cannot adapt itſelf to the 
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ſeveral circumſtances of different counties, and as few far: 

mers can receive any advantage from it, a ſociety is formed, 

the whole attention of which will be directed to the county 
of Norfolk, 


. 


Great beneſits have been experienced from ſocieties of 
this kind, inſtituted in other parts of England; in which 


— 
— 
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by raiſing a ſpirit of improvement, agriculture has received 
great advantages. Equal advantages, it is preſumed, may 
be received in this county. Notwithſtanding the progreſs 
made here in the turnip huſbandry, and in the excellent 
management of light arable lands, there are many other 
branches of huſbandry to which we have not paid equal 
attention: But ſuppoſing the Norfolk huſbandry to be 
equally perfect in all its parts, who will be ſo hardy as to 
aſſert that we are now arrived at the ne plus ultra of im- 
provement. The objects of this ſociety are, to raiſe by 
premiums a ſpirit of emulation and improvement in fuch - 
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parts of huſbandry as ſeem molt to require it; to endeavour 


to encreaſe the national produce of corn, by bringing into 
cultivation in the leaſt expenſive and moſt effectual manner 


ſuch lands as are at preſent barren ; particularly by drain- 
ing, and the introduction of various ſorts of vegetable 


food for cattle, and by diſtributing rewards to thoſe who 
ſhall raiſe the largeſt and beſt crops of the ſeveral ſpecies 
of grain ; to promote the knowledge of agriculture, by en- 
couraging and directing regular experiments on thoſe ſub- 

jects 
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jects which are of moſt importance in it; to extend this 
knowledge by publiſhing the reſult of theſe experiments 
in the county papers. And by a correſpondence with the 
provincial ſocieties eſtabliſhed for this or the like purpoſes 


in other parts of the kingdom, to acquire and diffuſe the 
beſt and moſt certain method of. proceeding in every branch 
of huſbandry. The degree in which theſe objects can 
be obtained, muſt depend upon the degree of encoutage- 


ment which the undertaking ſhall receive from the public; 
It is therefore requeſted that all ſuch gentlemen, farmers, 
and ot!.ers, as are diſpoſed to ſupport it, will tignify their 
intention with ſuch ſums as each perſon may reſpectively 
chooſe to ſubſcribe to the Treaſurer, or to Meſſrs. Alday 
and Kerriſon, Bankers, in Norwich. 


Rules and Orders of the Society. 


6b That there be one Preſident, twelve Vice-Preſidents, 
one Treaſurer, and Secretary ;—To be choſen' at the an- 
nual meeting in the aſſize-week, at Norwich. 


II. That there be an annual meeting on the Saturday 
in every aſiuze-week, in Norwich, and alſo that there be a 
quarterly meeting on the Saturday in each county-feflions 
week, at twelve o'clock preciſely. 


III. An extraordinary general meeting may be called at 
any time, notice being given by advertifing two ſucceeding, 
weeks in the Norwich Papers, at the requeſt, and under 
the ſignature of ten ſubſcribers, 


IV. That a committee of the whole ſociety ſhall meet 
at the Coffee-houſe in Norwich, on the Saturday preced- 
ing each general meeting, at four o clock in the afternoon, 

in 


Ta } 


in order to prepare buſine's, and that any three members 
be a com:a'ttee. 


V. That the committee may adjourn if necefary. 


VI. None to be admitted at meetings but members of the 
ſocicty without leave of the majority of the members 
preſent. 


VII. At all meetings buſineſs ſhall begin with reading 
the minutes of the preceding meeting, but no part of ſuch 
minutes ſhail be diſcuſſed till the whole has been read 
through. 'The minutes ſhall then be read a ſecond time, 
and no new matter ſha)! be propoſed till the ſaid minutes 
have been diſcuſſed article by article, and all parts of the 
minutes which all not be objected to at the ſecond reading 
ſhall ſtand confirmed, and be iigned by the then preſiding 
member, 


a 


VIII. That any perſon paying the ſum of ten guineas 
to the ſociety ſhall be a member for lite, 


IX. The annual ſubſcriptions to commence from the iſt 
day of January, 1774, and new ſubſeriptic in ſucceeding 


/ 


years to commence from the 1ſt of January preceding. 


X. No perſon to be a member, or to have a right to 


vote, if his ſubſcription is more than three months in ar- 
rear. 


XI. All members ſhall take their places when the ſo- 
ciety proceeds to buſineſs; and when any member ſpeaks 
he ſhall addreſs himſelf to the chair, 


XII. No queſtion ſhall be put on any motion unleſs the 
motion be ſeconded. | 
O XIII. No 
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XIII. No motion that has been rejected ſhall be made 
again in leſs than twelve months from the time of its be- 
ing rejected. 


XIV. No premium ſhall be offered till it has been ap- 
proved by a general meeting. 


XV. No premium or bounty ſhall be given to any candi. 
date unleſs recommended to the general meeting by a com- 
mittee, 


XVI. When two or more members offer to ſpeak toge- 
ther, the preſiding member ſhall determine who ſhall ſpeak 


firſt, 46 


XVII. At all meetings of the ſociety no member ſhall 
ſpeak more than twice upon the ſame queſtion, unleſs called 
upon to explain himſelf by the preſiding member. 


XVIII. When any matter is in debate,.if a mem 
ſhall ſpeak to new bulineſs, the preſiding member ſhall call 
him to order. 


XIX. The member who ſpeaks to order ſhall be firſt 
heard. | ö 


XX. All claims of premiums, petitions, and memorials, 
to be lodged with the Secretary, at leaſt 14 days before 
the meeting at which they are to be taken into conſidera- 
tion, that the Secretary may have time to prepare the bu- 
ſineſs. 


XXI. The ſociety to reſer ve to themſelves a power to 
give in all caſes ſuch part only of any premium as the per- 
formance ſhall be judged to deſerve; or in caſe of want of 
merit, to with-hold the premium entirely, 


XXII. A 
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XXII. A candidate for a premium, or a perſon applying 
for a bounty, being detected in any attempt to impoſe up- 
on the ſociety, ſhall forfeit ſuch premium or bounty, and 
fall be incapable of obtaining any for the future. 


N. B. The three laſt rules to be always inſerted in the 
publication of the premiums of the year. 


XXIII. No member of the ſociety who is a candidate 
for, or intereſted ia a premium, or bounty, ſhall be preſent 
while the ſubje& is under confideration ; unleſs called upon 
to anſwer queſtions, after which to withdraw, 


XXIV. The committee may deſire the aſſiſtance of ſuch 
gentlemen, farmers, and others, though not members, as 
ſhall be beſt able to judge of, and diſcover the truth and 
value of any thing for which a premium or bounty is to be 


* 


given. 


XXV. No inſtrument, printed book, or other thing be- 
longing to the ſociety, ſhall be lent without an order of 
the ſociety or committee. 


XXVI. The committees are to conſider ſuch ſubjects as 
are moſt proper to be encouraged by premiums ; and to di- 
geſt ſuch other matter as may be thought proper, to be re- 


commended to the conſideration of the general meetings. 
/ 


XXVII. Not leſs than twenty memhers may make or 


alter laws, nor leſs than ſeven proceed to bufineſs at the 


general meetings; the Preficent, or one of the Vice Preſi- 
dents to be preſent, and the preſiding member ſhall take 


the chair immediately after ſeven members ſhall attend. 


Premiums offered by the ſociety are arranged under five 


heads, viz.—Claſs I. Improvement of land.-—Claſs II. In- 
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crenſe of produce.——Claſs III. Improvement and increaſe of 
the breed of cattle and fheep,—Claſs IV. Experiments,— 
Claſs V. Encouragement of induſtry. 


The following reſolutions of the Society are e to be pub - 
liſhed with the premiums, 


Reſolved, That all members of the ſociety be requeſted 
tocommunicate to the ſociety, in writing, their obſervations 
upon any defect or wrong management in the agriculture 


of their reſpective neighbourhoods, and their opinions con- 
cerning the beſt means of remedying ſuch defect. 


That all members of the ſociety be requeſted to commu- 
nicate to the ſociety, in writing, thoſe experiments which 
they have already made, or may at any time hereafter make 
in any branch of huſbandry, which promiſe ſucceſs, and 
ſeem likely to be productive of advantage to the publie. 


That every perſon who has been a ſubſcribing member 
of this ſociety, ſhall be deemed to continue as ſuch (ac- 
cording to his laſt ſubſcription) unleſs he ſhall give notice 
in writing to the Secretary of declining, or reducing his 
ſubſcription, on or before the 1| day of January in the ſuc- 
ceeding year. 


That all members of the ſociety be requeſted to com- 
municate to the ſociety in writing, their opinions relative 
to all or any of the premiums, in order (if they are in 
any particular exceptionable) that they may be better 
adapted to the general circumſtances of the county. 


Sir HARBORD HARBORD, Bart. Preſident. 
Rev. EDWARD HOWMAN, Secretary. 
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Of the Turnpike and Statute Roads. 


Although this county claims the credit of having made 
the firſt turnpike road in the kingdom, yet moſt other coun- 
tics have ſince done more in that way. The following are 
the only turnpike-roads extant in Norfolk, 1781 : 


From Norwich to Thetford - 29 miles 
Ditto to Swaff ham - 28 
And to Mattiſhall - - 4 
Weſt Bilney to Lynn-Regis 9 
Norwich to Yarmouth - 22 
St. Olave's-bridge to Beccles 8 
Lynn-Regis to Gayton - 7 
Ditto to Caſtle-Riſing 5 
And to Hillington - 4 
And to Grimſton - - 3 


Ditto to Methwold - — 19 
And to Little Ouſe Bridge 14 


Ditto to Wiſbech - < 17 
Fincham to near Wiſbech 17 
Norwich to Scole Imm - 20 


And to New Buckenham 12 
Ditto to Watton - 21 


Total 239 miles. 


Beſides the turnpike-roads, there are ſome great leading 
roads, which have mile- ſtones, and in other reſpects not 
leſs commodious for travelling. But this, we muſt ob- 
ſerve, is only where the area is thirty or forty feet, the 
road properly drained, and not ſhaddowed by cloſe hedges 
or high trees. 
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The principal country, or croſs-roads, of, as they are 
called, highways, are kept in repair by ſtatute work, and 
Surveyors are appointed in each pariſh to ſee the labor per- 
formed ; but inattention and want of {kill may be traced 
on many of the public lanes ; and being for the moſt part 
narrow, and deprived of the benefit of air and drainage, 
the labor is often loſt, Add to this, the multiplicity of 
roads among which the labor muſt be diſtributed, and the 
heavy carriages made uſe of in Norfolk. However, we 
find, that the roads made or repaired by private gentle- 
men, are equal to any to be met with 1n other counties. 


Rivers, e Se. . 


Little Ouſe (or Brandon) Thet, Stoke (or witty) 'F 
Wilbech, Thur (or Stiff key) Creak, Cley, Mundes * 


Greſham, Talis, Loddon, Broome, Greſſenhall, _— 
Tud, beſides ſeveral nameleſs rivulets. The river Wr x- 
sou, Wentfar, or Bariden, hath its ſource near Whiſ- 
ſonſet, in Launditch hundred; bending round by Rain- 
ham, receives a branch from Rudham, and another from 
Sculthorpe; and paſſing by Fakenham and Elmham, is 
joined at Worthing by an united ſtream, - the one from 
Bittering and Beetley, the other from Wendling and Greſ- 
ſenhall: Above this, a ſmall brook runs into the Wenſom 
from Foulſham. Below Lenwade-Bridge it receives the 
Eyne from Heydon and Reepham, and oppoſite to Hel- 
leſdon, the Tup from Mattiſhall and Coffey, Running 
through the city of Norwich, it is joined by the Tare and 
Taiis at Trowſe, The Tanz riſes in Hingham, and run- 
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ning by Kimberley, Marlingford*, Bawburgh, and Eaton, 
meets the Taiis at Lakenham. The Talis hath three 
branches; one comes from New Buckenham, a ſecond 
from Pulham, and the third from Hempnall, all of which 
unite at Taſburgh, to which a ſmaller brook is added from 
Tacolneſtone, and another from Wrenningham. Theſe 
come down by Shottiſham, and meet the Tare at Laken- 
ham, below which (at Trowſe) they form a junction with 
the Wenſom, and then take the name of Yars. 


The Yarxe+, which is navigable from Norwich, hath its 
courſe by Poſtwick, Surlingham, Bockenham, and Reed- 
ham, where it receives a ſtream from Mundham and Lod- 
dog. From thence it meanders through the marſhes to 
Branden t, at the upper end of which it meets with the 


Waveniey, and both being joined by the Bure, or North 
Iver, at Yarmouth, influx with the Britiſh ocean, two 


rvate the river down to Hardley-Croſs, from whence 
to its mouth the corporation of Great Yarmouth have the 
juriſdiction; alſo up the Bure and Waveney to the bridges 
at Acle and St. Olave's. 


The river Buxx ariſes near Hindolveſton, and running 
by Saxthorpe and Blickling, becomes navigable at Aylſham; 
from whence it proceeds to Oxnead and Lammas, where it 
is joined by a conſiderable branch from Roughton, Suffield, 
&c. The Bure then goes by Coltiſhall, and receives a ri- 
vulet from Horsford above Wroxham, paſſes through 

Wroxham- 


* A branch from Wymondham joins at Kimberley, and one from 
Garvefton at Barford,---This laſt is properly the Yar. 

+ Garienis, Guerne, Gerne, or Jere, 

1 Braidon, or Brayden, called in a record, Henry VI. 6, Aqva = 
BzzTFHING, and anciently Bax adan, It is marked Fi. BNAVDYNO Ii 
à map on vellum, ſuppoſed to be drawn in the reign of Edward III. 
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Wroxham-Bridge to St. Bennet's Abbey, where the Ax r 
5 (which ſprings from Antingham and Thorpe-Market, and 
bending round North Walſham, to Honing, Wayford- 
Bridge, and Ludham) meets it. From St. Bennet's the 
Hure glides on to Tkurne, where it is joined by a river 
called the THuxxRE, having its ſource in Happiiburgh, 
and channel by Hickling-Priory, and Heigham-Potter 


Bridge, above which a navigable ſtream from Hickling- 
Broad, and one from Winterton, unite : Thus, the Ant and t 
Tharne being conſolidated with the Bure, they paſs through 1 


Acle-bridge, and receiving ſome water from Hemeſby and 
Filby, worm through the marſhes, and meet the Ian at 
Yarmouth, 


The Wavxxzr filters from a piece of meadow- 
at Lopham, (out of which alſo the Leher Ouſe takes ies 
courſe weſtward) and paſſing though the bridge at Sole, 1 
runs by Billingford and Harleſton, below which it is aided . 
by a brook from Pulham. It makes a bend round Bungay®. 
in form of a horſe-ſhoe, and at Ellingham receives a ſtream 
from Hedenham and Broome; then waſhing the north ſide 
of Beccles, it communicates, oppoſite Burgh St. Peter, with 
the ebb of Mutford-broad, and continuing its navigable 
courſe through the marſhes by St. Olave's, is joined, oppo - 
fite Burgh-Caſtle, by the Yare, both of which, with the 


Bure, empty their contents into the ſea at Yarmouth haven. 1 
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The Waveney 1s navigable from Bungay- bridge, through 
the bridges at Beccles, and St. Olave's, to Yarmouth. ] 


The Ovsz Parva, or BAN Do river, hath its riſe from 
the ſame meadow at Lopham, that the Vaveney proceeds 
a contrary way ; and running by Gaſthorpe and Ruſhford, 
meets a river from Ixworth, in Suffolk. Above Thetford 
it receives the Tür, one branch of which riſes at Old 
y Buckenham, 
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Buckenham, and being joined at Snetterton by a rill from 
Breckles and Larliagſord, meets another branch from 


Qnidenhiam-meer at Eaſt Harling; and thus the THeT , 


being ſormed, paſſes between Brettenkam and Shadwell- 
Lodge to Thetford, where the Ouse hath a bridge, and 


becomes navigable. From thence it meanders through the 
« {andy defarts” to Brandon-bridge, and ſtealing on“ in 
ſo!emn tragic pace” through the level of fens, is wedded” 
to the GREATER QusE at Prieſt-bridge, four miles below 
Littleport, in Cambridgeſhire. 


From Prie{t-bridge the Ovse hath its courſe by Southery- 
ferry to Hilgay-creck, where the Wiss gv, or STOKE river, 
meets in contact. The Wiss E riſes from Bradenham, and 
from Hingham, the latter branch running by Watton, 
meets the former at Creßingham, whence leading paſt 
Langford by a ſweep to Oxburgh, is there joined by a 
ſtreata from Beecham-well. From thence the Wiss v is na- 
vigable through Stoke and Hilgay bridges to the Ous: at 
Hilgay-crezk. About one mile and a half below, the Ouse 
paſſes through Denver-ſluice, where it is immediately 
joined by the Bedford rivers from Erith, and the Neue 


from Upwell and Outwell. 


Here, indeed, the Ouse becomes formidable, by receiv- 
ing the waters and produce of ſeveral counties for, the 
GREATER Ovse (formerly called Uſa, or Iſa) ſprings from 
Brackley, in Northamptonſhire, and paſſing through Buck- 
ingham, Bedford, Huntingdon, and Cambridge-ſhire, ad- 
mits the Grant, or Cambridge, and Mildenhall rivers, at 
Ely. The Nene riſes in Northamptonſhire, dividing that 
county from Huntingdon, and running through a part of 
Cambridge-ſhire and Norfolk, influxes with the Ousz as 
above. The tide formerly flowed a conſiderable way up 
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theſe rivers, but is now checked by ſluices at Denver, be- 
low which the Ovse paſſes through Downham, Stow, 
Magdalen, and German bridges, and being joined by the 
Nar, and a multitude of cuts, drains, dikes, lodes, &c. in 
its way hither, empties its vaſt contents into the bay, 
called by Ptolemy MzTar1s AEsSTUARIUM, or the Wasn“, 
two miles below the. port of Lynn-Regis. The Ovuse, 
according to Badeſlade, runs a courſe of 160 miles +. 


The Nax hath its ſource in Mileham, and paſſing by 
Litcham and Caſtle Acre, becomes navigable at Weſtacre, 
from whence it takes its courſe by Pentney and Setchy- 
bridge to Lynn-Regis, where it is ſwallowed up by the 
Ouſe. 


The Wisz gon river is a cut from the Nene, at Peterbo- 
rough, and running through Morton's-leam and Wiſbech- 
bridge, empties itſelf into the Croſs-keys waſh, and bay 
of Metaris Affluarium. Till the thirteenth century the 
Greater Ouſe and Cam had their out-fall by Littleport, 
Welney, Well, and Wiſbech ; but it was then judged right 
to divert its natural courſe into the Lynn channel. [ For the 


| particulars of this revolution, and its conſequences, wwe refer 


the reader to the hiſtory of the BeDrorD Level, given in 
Freebridge-Lynn and Marſpland, vol. 5, page 17.] 


Of 


* Called by Ptolemy Æſtuarĩum Metaris, poſſiblyl inſtead of MAT - 
TRAITR, a name by which the Britons called /Eſtuaries in other places, 
and which imports no more than -an uncertain æſtuary, as this is. 

+ The Ouſe, or Ifis, as Sir Henry Spelman ſays is its proper name, 
« is remarkable for its extraordinary over-flowings at the too Ex- 
quinoxes, and eſpeciilly at the full moon of the autumnal one, when a 
vaſt heap of waters from the ſea comes in upon it with ſuch fury, that 
the inhabitants call it EAG; for it oyer-whelmas every thing in its way, 
and the very water-fowls ſhun it.“ 
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Of the other rivers of any note that have their origin in 
this county, one riſes above A{lwicken, and runs into the 
Ouſe at Lynn: — Another proceeds from Congham, by 
Caſtle-Riſing, into Lynn channel, at Wolferton :—A 
third ſprings from Bircham, and by Fring, goes into the 
ſame channel, at Heacham. The next riſes above South 
Creak, and forms a good haven below Burnham. The 
Tu uk, or STIFKEY tiver, comes out of Thursford, and 
running by Snoring, Barham, Walſingham, and Warham, 
influxes with the ſea below Stif key. The CLer river 


riſes at Beckham, having its courſe by Baconſthorpe, thro' 
a deep vale by Holt and Cley, into the ſea at Blakeney, 


where it forms what is called Cley harbour. A ſmall rivulet 
ſprings from South-Repps, paſſing by Gimmingham to the 
ocean at Mundeſley. It is rather remarkable, that from 
Mundiley to Yare-mouth, a diſtance of twenty-ſix miles 
along the coaſt, not the ſmalleſt rill finds its way into the 


Ocean. 


Beſides the rivers we have deſcribed, there are ſome 
ſmaller tributary ſtreams which deſerve not particular 
mention. 


The principal lakes (called & os, or MEREs,) in this 
county, are. — The Brayden, or Broad-end, above Yar- 
mouth, through which the navigable rivers Yare and 
Waveney, have their channel: it is three miles in length, 
and in moſt parts half a mile wide. Hickling-broad is a 
beautiful ſheet of water, about one mile over; near to it 
are ſeveral ſmaller lakes of irregular form ; and about two 
miles Eaſt is Horſey-mere, or broad, covering forty acres. 
Near to Stalbam is a broad one mile long, but ſcarcely 2 
furlong wide ; and below it is Barton-broad, of the ſame 


length, though much wider towards the middle. Filly- 
Pz bread 
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broad extends a mile and a half, but is fo ſhallow, narrow, 
and ill-ſhapen, that nothing more need be ſaid of it. By 
the river Bure are ſeveral broads, as Vraxbam, Howeton, 
Weood-baſtwick, Ranworth, and Scuth Walſþam, all of which 
are ſaid to cover 500 acres. Quidenham, Dif, and Hing- 
ham, have each a mere, but they are ſmall with reſpect to 
thoſe above mentioned. 


It was ſome years ago propoſed to render the river Wen- 
ſom navigable from Norwich up to Fakenham, but the 
dificulty and expence of the work it was found would far 
exceed the partial benefit to the country. A navigable cut 
from Norwich, by Hingham and Watton, to Oxburgh, 
was alſo propoſed, which would have opened a communi- 
cation with the Ouſe, &c. but this, like the other, ap- 
peared but in embryo; and in the preſent ſtate of public af- 
fairs, it 1s not probable that any improvement of this kind 
will be put in execution. 


Fairs in the County of Norfolk, ſpecifying 
the Days on which they are held, 1781. 


Aldeburgh, June 21 
Attleburgh, April 11, May 24, Auguſt 15 
Aylſham, March 23, September 25 
Banham, January 22 

Bromhall, May 28, November 30 
Broomhill, July 7 

Burnham, March 15, Auguſt 1 

Caſtle Acre, April 18, July 25 

Cawſton, January 10, April 14, Auguſt 28 
Cley, July 13 
Coltiſhall, June 4 


Crefiingham 
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Creſſingham Magna, Auguſt 12 

Cromer, June 4 

Dereham, Eaſt, February 3, September 28 
Diſs, Ottober 28 | 
Downham, April 27,. November 2 
Elmham, April 5 

Harling, Eaſt, May 4, October 24 

St. Faith's, the week after Old Mich, OR. 17 
Feltwell, November 29 

Fincham, March 3 

Forncet, September 11 

Foulſham, May 1 

Frettenham, April 13 

Fring, May 10, November 36 

Gaywood, June 11, October 6 

Giiling, July 25 

Greſſenhall, December 6 

Harleſton, July 5, September 9 
Harpley, July 24 

Heacham, Auguſt 3 

Hempnall, June 4, November 22 
Hempton, June 5, November 22 
Hingham, March 6, May 26, October 2 
Hockham, April 5 

Hockwold, July 25 

Holt. April 25, November 2g 
Horning, Auguſt 6 

Ing iam, July 11 

Kenninghall, July 7 

Kip-Aſh, Auguſt 24 

Loddon, April 16, November 27 
Litcham, November 1 
Lynn-Regis, February 2 
Magdalen, near Norwich, Auguſt 2 
—— Maſſingham, 
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Maſſingham, April 10, November 8 
Mattiſhall, June 6 
Methwold, April 25 
New Buckenham, May 29, October 22 
Northwalſham, May 24 
Northwold, November 30 
Norwich, April 12, June 2 and 9 
Oxburgh, March 25 
Pulham St. Mary Magdalen, May 2 
Reepham, June 29 
Rudham, May r7, October 2 
Scole, April 17 
Scottow, April 17 
Shouldham, September 19, October 10 
South-Repps, July 25 
Sprowſton, Auguſt 2 
Stoke-Ferry, December 6 
Stow-bridge, May 29 
Swaff ham, May 12, July 21, November 3 
Thetford, May 14, Auguſt 2, September 25 
Walſingham, June 4 
Watton, June 18, September 29, October 28 
Weaſenham, January 25 
Worſted, May 3 
Wymondham, February 2, May 6, September 7 
Yarmouth, April 19, 20. 


Origin and Uſe of Seals. 


The Saxons uſed no ſeals, only ſigned the mark of a 
croſs to their inſtruments, to which the ſcribe affixed their 


names, by which they had a double meaning ; firſt, to 


denote their being Chriſtians, and then as ſuch to confirm 
s it 


Enz) 

it by the ſymbol of their faith: The firſt ſealed charter 
we meet with, is that of Edward the Confeſſor, to Weſt 
minſter-Abbey, which uſe he brought with him from Nor- 
mandy, where he was brought up, and for that reaſon it 
was approved of by the Norman Conqueror, though ſeal- 
ing grew into common uſe by degrees, the King at firſt 
only uſing it, then ſome of the Nobility, after that the 
Nobles in general, who engraved on their ſeals their own 
effigies, covered with their coat armour; after this the Gen- 
tlemen followed, and uſed the arms of their family for 
difference ſake ; but about the time of Edward III. ſeals 
became of general uſe, and they that had no coat armour, 
ſealed with their own device, as flowers, birds, beaſts, or 
whatever they chiefly delighted in, as a dog, a hare, &c. 
and nothing was more common than an invention, or rebus, 
for their names, as a ſwan and a tun, for Swanton, a hare, 
for Hare, &c. and becauſe very few of the commonalty 
could write, (all learning at-that time being among the re- 
ligious only) the perſon*s name was uſually circumſcribed on 
his ſeal, ſo that at once they ſet both their name and ſeal, 
which was ſo ſacred a thing in thoſe days, that one man 
never uſed another's ſeal, without its being particularly 
taken notice of in the inſtrument ſealed, and for this rea- 
ſon, every one carried their ſeal about them, either on 
their rings, or on a roundell, faſtened ſometimes to their 
purſe, ſometimes to their girdle ; nay, oftentimes where a 
man's ſeal was not much known, he procured ſome one in 
public office to affix theirs, for the greater confirmation. 
Thus Hugh de Schalers, or Scales, a younger ſon of Lord 
Scales's family, parſon of Harlton, in Cambridgeſhire, 
upon his agreeing to pay the prior of Bernewell 30s, for the 
two-third parts of the tythe corn, due to the ſaid prior. 
out of ſeveral lands in his pariſh, becauſe his ſeal was 
known to few, he procured the A, chdeacon's official, ts 

put 


E 


put his ſeal of office, for more ample confirmation; and when 
this was not done, nothing was more common than for a 
Public-notary to afſix his mark, which being regiſtered, at 


their admiſſion into their office, was of as public a nature as 
any ſeal could be, and of as great ſanction to any inſtru- 
ment, thoſe officers being always ſworn to the true execu- 
tion of their office, and to afix no other mark than that 
they had regiſtered, to any inſtrument, ſo their teſlimony 
could be as well known by their mark, as by their name; 
for which reaſon they were called Public-noturics, nota, in 
Latin, ſignifying a mark, and public, becauſe their mark 
was publicly regiſtered, and their oſſice was to be public 
to all that had any occaſion for them to ſtrengthen their 
evidence; there are few of theſe oflicers among us now, and 
ſuch as we have, have fo far varied from the original of 
their name, that they uſe no mark at all, only add N. P. 
for Notary-public at the end of their names“. Thus alſo 


the uſe of ſeals is now laid aſide, we mean the true ge of 
them, as the diſtinguiſhing mark of one family from ano- 


ther, and likewiſe of one branch from another; and 
was it enjoined by public au/hority, that every one in 
office ſhould, upon his admiſſion, chooſe, and appro- 
priate to himſelf a particular ſea], and regiſter a copy of 
it publicly, and ſhould never uſe any other but that alone, 
under a ſevere penalty, in a ſhort time we ſhould ſee the 

good 


# The uſe of theſe marks were found ſo beneficial, that at that time all 
merchants of any note had their pecutiar marks, with which they marked 
all their ware, and bare in ſhield; impalec! with, or inſtead of arms, 
witneſs the abundance of merchant marks to be found on the houſes, 
windows, and grave-ſtones, in all cities and great towns, as Norwich, 
Lynn, &c, by which the memory of their owners is fill preſerved, it 
being very obvious to all that ſearch into the records of thoſe places, to find 
who uſed ſuch a mark, and then, it we ſee it on a houſe, we may con- 
clude it to have been that man's dwelling ; if on a diſrobed grave-ſtone, 
that it was his grave; if on a church window, or any other publig 
building, that he was a benefactor thereto, and nothing is of greater uſe 
than ancient deeds to make out their marks by, tor they always ſealed 


with them. 
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good effects of it; for a great number of thoſe vagabonds 
that infeſt our country, under pretence of certificates, fign- 
ed by proper Magiſtrates, (whoſ: hands are oftener coun - 
terfeit than real) would be detected; for though it is eaſy 
for an iil-deſigning perſon to forge a hand writing, tis di- 
rectly the contrary as to a ſcal; and though it is in the power 
of ail to know magiſtrates names, tis but very few of 
ſuch ſort of people that could know their ſeals; ſo that it 
would in a great meſure (if not altogether) put a ſtop to 
that vile practice, and it would be eaſy for every Magiſtrate 
to know the teals of all others, if they were entered pro- 
peily, engraved, and publiſhed; and it might be of ſervice 
if all the office ſeals in England (or in thoſe foreign parts 


that any way concern the Realm) were engrared and pub- 


lied, for then it would be in every one's power to know 
whether the ſeals of office affixed to all paſſes,, &c. were 


genuine, or not; for it is well known that numbers travel 


this nation under pretence of paſſes from our Conſuls and 
agents abroad, and ſometimes even deceive careful Ma- 
giſtrates with the pretended hands and ſeals of ſuch, it 


being ſometimes impoſſible for chem to know the truth, 
which by this means would evidently appear. And thus 


much, and a great deal more, may be faid to encourage the 


true and original uſe of that wiſe Conqueror's practice, 


who can ſcarce be ſaid to haye put any thing into uſe, but 
what he found was of advantage to his Government.— 
Blomefield, 


The great ſeal of England was furſt uſed in 1050, and 
Lambard, in his perambulation of Kent, juſtly obſerves, 


that ſeals were not in common uſe anno Dei. 1294, and 
therefore, to make a a Conveyance in the moſt ſolemn 


and public manner that could be, the deed was read to the 


pariſh after ſervice, in the church-yard, that all might 


. . N | know 
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a 
know it, and be witneſſes, if occaſion required. We have 
ſeen the copy of a grant made by Malcolm III. King of 
Scotland, about the year 1080, wherein he ſays, (and for 
the mair ſuith, I byte the white 2 ax Wes my Toth, before 
thir witneſſes three,” &c. | 


"Of Roman, Anglo-Saxon, and Daniſh © 
Jak 6 he 
In Norfolk, the remains are ſo fully deſcribed in the to- 


pography of the hundred they reſpectively belong to, that 
little more need be ſaid here than juſt to mention names. 


Thetford was the Sitomagus of the Romans, —Y armouth, 


| artanonum,-—Caſtor, Yenta-lcenorum, — Taſburgh, Ad 
| 7; aum, .—Brancaſter, Brannodunum,--—and. 1ckborough, 
Iciani. 


15 At Brampton, and many other places in the county, Ro- 
man coins have been diſcovered. The Roman camps at 
Caſtor, Taſburgh, and Brancaſter, are eaſily traced, but 
the tation at Burgh, near the Brayden, i is the moſt entire 
of any in Jceni, The North of England and South of 
Scotland abounds in thoſe ocular evidences of antiquity 
which carry with them conviction: Roman ſtations, roads, 
and exploratory camps are frequent; and veſtiges of cir- 
cumvallations raiſed by the Scots and Picts, Danes and 


Britons, are every way to be met with. Indeed, many 


of the latter are credulouſly believed Roman by Gordon, 

Horſley, and other itinerant delineants, *©. whoſe imagina- 
tion (ſays an author) heated by a ſuperior warmth of eru· 
dition, fondly foſtered every appearance that bore @ re/em- 
blance to antiquity, and claimed an indiſputable credit 
| from their learned diſquiſtions,” That. al} Rowan fortib- 


* 
- canons 
* . 
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E 
dations were quadrilateral is beyond diſpute: It is equally 
aſcertairied that thoſe of the Anglo-Saxons, Danes, and 
Britiſh, were circular ;—then, how the latter could be miſ- 
taken for Roman is to us more than wonderful! 


Thetford, Yarmouth, Elmham, Norwich, and Deopham, 
were towns well known to the Saxons, At a place, called 
Blood. gate, in South Creak, are veſtiges of a Saxon 
fortification, where a ſevere battle was fought between the 
Anglo-Saxons and Danes. A ſmall circular fort is yet 
viſible at Narbargh; thrown up, moſt likely, when the 
Danes landed on the coaſt of Norfolk, anne Dei. 1003. 
At Burnham-Depdale are ſeveral Saxon funeral monuments 
and near Meeting is a bank and ditch, called the Fe; 
near it is Grime's Graves; and not far from thence the 
Malſingbam Way is pretty perfect. 


The principal military ways of the Romans in this iſland 
are thoſe now called Watling-ſtreet, Ickenield-ſtreet, Stone; 
ſtreet, and the Foſſe- way, which are viſible in many parts 
of South Britain, on which moſt of the Roman cities and 
ſtations ſtood, and conſequently moſt of the remains of 
Roman antiquity found in Britain have been diſcovered. 
Theſe four principal ways croſſed each other at Tilbury- 
fort, and there paſſing the river Thames, extended in their 
ſeveral directions to the extremities of the Roman poſleſ- 
ſions in England and Wales. Zeſides the principal ways, 
there are many remains of vicinal ways, or ſuch as were 
called by the Romans, Chenin minares: Some of theſs 
are ſaid to paſs into Norfolk, but of this we are doubtful; 
notwithſtanding it is generally allowed that the Romans 

made roads of communication to all their ſtations“. The 


Military ways, vI x MILITARES, are the large Roman roads for the 
more convenient marching of troops and conveyance of carriages, 


Agrippa 


(. 


road, called the Peddar's-way, running from Thetford, by 

— Ickborough, Swaffham, Caſtle Acre, Harpley-dam, Fring, 
and Ringſtead, to the ſea at. Holme, has moſt the appear- @ 
ance of Roman of any we have met with in the county 
for, what is called Walſingham, or the Milky-way, is only 
a road of pilgrimage to our Lady of Walſingham. The 

road leading by Long Stratton to Taſburgh might 
poſſibly be Reman, but we ſee nothing like Roman roads to 
Caſtor,  Elmham, nor Brancaſter;— the Yexta-lcenorum, 
and Brannodunum of the Romans, 


In this, as-in other counties, are to be met with in many 

. parts, artificial heaps of earth and ſtone, commonly called 
Barros, from the Saxon word 4yrigh, and from which the 
_ Engliſh word bury is alſo derived. Theſe were called by 
the Romans tumulug: in Scotland they are called cairns, 
and i in Ireland carroughs; in Wales they are termed tem- 
mens, or hillocks. Barrows are found 1 in moſt countries ; 
but in the Britiſh dominions they are very numerous, oc- 
caſioned by the practice of the Druids, who burned and 
then buried their dead; though afterwards barrows were 
made uſe of for other purpoſes than protecting the remains 
of the dead: Sometimes as places of worſhip, for holding 
judicial courts, feſtival ſolemnities, and election of inferior. 

" magiſtrates. Dr. Stukely is clearly of the ſame opinion 
with us, that the ancient Britons had the cuſtom of 
burning. the bodies of their dead, before they lan ever 


heard of the name of Rome.” 


In theſe barrows, or burial-places, are found human 
bones intermixed with wood-aſhes, and encloſed by a par- 
cel of ſtones ſet in ſome WW. or, by urns of brick-clay. 
Along 


7 Agripps procure tht rods tobe mat through the empire in th tim | 
N f Auguſtud. 


640 


Along with theſe are frequently found inftruments of war, 


pledge, or ſacrifice. When theſe barrows were not very 


large, and the burying places of private perſons only, they * 
were ſituated near public roads, to put travellers in mind 
of the common deſtiny ! If they were the ſepulchres of | 


common ſoldiers, they were thrown up generally on the 


field of battle where the ſoldiers fell, and are found in 


ſtrait lines, ſtretching along the plains, which have been 
the ſcenes of great ations as regularly as the front of an 
army. The ſize of theſe ſepulchral monuments is various, 
but generally large, in proportion to the quality of the de- 
ceaſed, or. the vanity, affection, and power of the ſur- 
vivors ! F 


& # 
* 


In this manner do we find a great many barrows in 
Norfolk, near Anmer, Sedgeford, « Rudham, Stif key, 
Creak, Long Stratton, Wretham, Weeting, &c. ſome of 
which have been opened, and diſcovered relics, which the 
reader will find topographically deſcribed in the ſaid parts 
of this hiſtory. | 


_ Biſhop Gibſon, amongſt-his additions to Cainden's Nor- 
folk, ſays, ** Towards the ſea-fide are caft up all along 
little hills, which are doubtleſs the burying places, of the 
Danes and Saxons, upon their engagements in thoſe parts. 
Sepulchrum, ſays Tacitus, concerning the Germans, ce/pes 
frigit. Thoſe two uſed to bury the whole body, and, af- 
terwards raiſe a hill upon it; The Romans, as as appears 

in Virgil by the burial of Mezentius, made their heap of 
| turf, but only buried the aſhes; ſo that whether they alſo 


might- not have ſome ſhare here (eſpecially Branneduzuny, 


being ſo near) cannot be diſcovered but by digging. How- 
ever, our learned Knight“ from thoſe circumſtances has 
raiſed 


Sir Henry Spelman, 
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© raiſed theſe three obfervations: firſt, that the perfons bus 
ried hereabouts muſt have been Heathens, becadſe ths 
.* Chriſtians followed the Jewiſh wiy of burying in low 


plates *; for though our word ry (comes from the Saxon 


byrigan, and that from Brorg, a hill) denotes a riſing 
ground, as well as the Latin zumulare, yet this is to be 
reckoned amongſt thoſe mz7y words which Chriſtians have 

| borrowed from the Heathens, and applied to their own _ 
rites and conſtitutions. Secondly, it is remarkable, that 


 - thoſe parts which are now very fruitful in corn, were then 


uncultivated , becauſe the ſuperſtition ef the Heathens 
would not allow them to bury in fields. Thirdly, that 
this muſt have been a ſcene of war between the Danes and 
Saxons; for in the fields near Creak there is a large 
Saxon fortification, and the way that goes from it is to 
this day called Bhood-gate, as a mark of the ſlaughter.“ 


The Monaſteries and Religious - Houſes in 
Norwich, and the County of Norfolk, at 
the Time of the general Diſſolution by 
Henry VIII. anne Dni. 1535, are as 
follow: | 


Norwich Convent, or Ca- Aldby Priory _ 


thedral Attlehurgh Chantry | 

St. Mary in Norwich Beefton Priory 

St. Francis, ditto Bacton 

st. Dominic, ditto Binham | 

St. Auguſtine, ditto Blackborough in Middleton 

St. Giles, ditto _ Blakeney, or dnitterley 

dt. Paul, ditto Buckenham "66 
Broomhill 


in follicy + Cic de Leg, ſub fing 
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Broomhill near Brandon Pentney 
Broomholme in Baton Peterſtone near Holkham 
Burnham-Weſtgate De Prato, or North Trad 
Bedlam Black Canons Abbey 
Carew, Carrowe, or Carhow Raveningham 
Carbrooke Ruſhworth | 
Caſtle Acre Shouldham 3 
Caſtor College Thetford Houſe of Friars 
Coxford in Rudham Monaſtery of Auguſtine-* 
Crabe-houſe in Wiggenhall Friars in ditto 
Dereham, Eaſt St. Sepulchre, ditto 
Dereham, Weſt Priory of St. Mary and St. 
Flitcham John, ditto 
Heveringland Mount-Joy St. Gregory, ditto 
Hempton near Fakenham St. Andrew, ditto 
Herringby St. Mary, ditto 
Hilderlands St. Mary Magdalen, ditte 
Hickling Toftrees 
Horſham St. Faith's ' Thomſon 
Holme St. Benedict Waborne 
Ingham Walſingham 
Langley Wells 
St. Mary near Norwich Wendling 
Marmound Weſt-Acre 
Marham, or Markham Wymondham 
Lynn-Regis | Witham, or Winwald 
Carmelite Friars in Lynn Weybridge in Acle 
Black Friars, ditta Wormegay 


Grey Friars, ditto 
Cell to Norwich, ditto, 
Maſſingham 
Mendham 


Yarmouth, a Cell t to Nor- 
wich 

St. Mary, in Yarmouth 

St. Dominic, ditto 

St. Francis, ditto 
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By the above lift we find, that che Defender of the Faith * 
diſſolved no leſs than ſeventy-ſeven religious and charituble 
houſes in this county. Henry VIII. being excommuni- 
cated by the Pope for denying his ſupremacy, and for other 
offences, he ſuppreſſed 1148 monaſteries, &c. in England, 
whoſe revenues amounted to 183,707]. per annum, Lord % 
Cromwell was made Vicar-gev*ral, and viſited the reli- 
gious foundations with plague, pe/tilence, and famine, and 
«the lands were ſold at eaſy rates. In 1539 « ſtatute paſſed 
for confirming the ſurrender of 645 abbeys, 152 colleges, 
and 129 hoſpitals. The order of the Kuights Templers of 
St. John of Jeruſalem were alſo ſuppieſied, in the year 
following. 


Befides theſe religious houſes, Norfolk contained ſeveral 
alien priories and decayed hoſpitals, which were diſſolved 
before the reign of Henry VIII. of ecclefialic memory, 
as at Choſely, Downham, Hilgay, Hobbies, Horſtead, 


| 
Leflingham, Lynn, Newbridge in Ick borough, Narford, 
Norwich, Sherringbam, Sleveſholm in Methwold, Setchye, 
Sporle, Thetford, Thorpe-wood, Toft-monks, Walſing: f 
ham, Wereham, &c. We alſo read of pilgrimages to our t 
Lady at Reepham, —to St. Spyrit,—St. Parnel at Strat- 
ton, —St, Leonard without Norwich, — St. Wandred of 8 
Bixley,—St, Margaret of Horſtead,-to our Lady of 
| Pity  Horſtead,—St. John's Head of Trimmingham,— F 
| and to the Holy Rode of Croſtwick: And ſeveral ma- 
nors, lands, &c, in Norfolk, belonged to, or were held g 
of religious houſes not in the county. | b 
The firſt monaſtery in the world was founded in 270, b. 
where the ſiſter of St. Anthony retired. The diſtinction 0 
of abbey, priory, convent, free-chapel, chantry, friary, col- 1 
lege, collegiate-church, hoſpital, preceptory, cell, dormi- 2 
zory, hermitage, guild, houſes of alms, and for lepers, * 
ea 


Were 


.® 


. 


were afterwards given to eceleſiaſtic or charitable inſtitu- 


tions, whether independent or ſubordinate. Hoſpitals or 


preceptories for the Knights Templers of St. John of Jeru- 
ſalem wers peculiars. Cells were houſes that belonged to 
great abbeys, or monaſteries. Iato theſe cells the Monks 
of the abbeys ſent colonies when they were too much 


crouded, or afraid of an infectious diſcaſe at home. The 


Monks were originally confincd to drink milk and unter, 


but they ſoon gave up that diet for vine gud ae. Soine of 


.theſe were richly endowed, and luxury keptpace with their 
increaſing wealth. In length of time they became poſ- 
ſeſſed of a third part of all the lands in England, when 
pride, magnificence, and licentiouſneſs, with all their train, 
entered their ſacred walls, and haſtened their diſſolution, 


Eraſmus tells us many ſtories of the deceptions and enor- 
mities practiſed by the canonical gentry of his day, and 
Spelman denounced hereditary imbecility on the purcha- 
ſers of abbey- lands. He non temerandis Fecliſtis. But 
both theſe writers, whatever the authority of their names 
may be, are fond of the xarwvellaus; and Cambden, the 
beſt chorographer of the la! century, admits many of theſe 


miracles, 


Walſingham, in this county, was famous throughout 
England for pilgrimages to the Virgin Mary ;* for, 
whoever had not made a viſit and preſent to the Bleſſed 
Lady of this place, was looked upon as impious and irreli- 
gious; and here the Prieſts carried on as lucrative a trade, 
by deceiving the ignorant multitude, as the monks of Can» 
terbury, who were in poſſeſſion of the ſhrine of Becket, 
Indeed it was the practice in England, as it is itiil in Italy 
and other popiſh countries, for thouſands of people to go 
there annually to viſit rhe /o5rine of our Lady, as it was 
ealled; and they had in lulgences granted them in propor- 

R tion 
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ties to the ſums given to the prieſts ; for the reader, muff 
not ſuppoſe that it was from motives of pizty that they 
went thither. On the contrary; ſays the Engliſh Travel- 
ler, we have ſeen proceſſions of thoſe pilgrims in different 
parts of Europe, and, without the leaſt exaggeration, they 
may be reduced to the following claſſes: Suppoſing the 
whole body to conſiſt of fifty of each ſex, twenty couple 
are generally on love intrigues, —the ſecond twenty are idle 
lazy wagabrnds and whores, whilſt the laſt ten couple may 
be partly deworees, and partly philoſophers, who go to laugh 
at the depravity of human nature, and the bare-faced 
wickedneſs of the Prieſts,” 


This college of Walſingham had ſcarce any revenues 
beſides the preſents made to the Bleſſed Virgin: The moſt 
valuable gifts only were preſerved ; the ſmaller being ap- 
propriated to the maintenance of the prior and convent. 
In the church was a little narrow chapel of wood, into 
which the pilgrims were admitted on each fide by a ſmall 
door.” There was no light but that of the wax tapers, which 
had a grateful ſmell: ** But, ſays Eraſmus, if you look 
In, you'll ſay „is the ſeat of the Gods, ſo bright and ſhining 
zs it all over with jewels, gold, and filver,”—Yet, woe to 
tell! that very Prince who walked one mile and a half 
bare- ſoot to preſent a rich necklace to the Lady of Wal- 
Hingham, ſoon after reduced her Ladyſhip and her valuable 
train to their original value—in bullion | The road of 
Pilgrimage through this county is ſtill viſible in many 
parts, and is called Walfingham Way, or the Milky 
Way. 


There were formerly ſeveral convents and hoſpitals. for 
leprous perſons. The people of England in thoſe times 
muſt have been ſorely aflited by that loathſome diſeaſe in 
. eonſequence of their not wearing linen, but flannel, and 

* 


6% 
other woollen cloth, next their ſkin, which muſt naturally 
have produced vermin, and at laſt turned into what was 


then called the leproſy, and thought incurable, although 
nothing is more ealily performed in this age. Indeed we 
are ſcarce able, in this enlightened age, to form any notion 
of the manner in which our anceſtors lived about five cen- 
turies ago; for, in the reign of Henry III. we find © firaw 
firſt uſed for the King's bed, anno Dri. 1242.” And at 
that time the Court of Henry III. was confidered as the 


ſtandard of politeneſs for all the other nations in Europe, 
How different the preſent times ! 


Eminent Men. 


We * already obſerved, that ©* Norfolk hath produ: 
d as many great and eminent perſons in war, law, learn · 
ing, -and politics, as moſt counties,” among which we ſhall 
make biographical mention of the following: 


Sir john Faſtolff was born at Varmouth“ 1377, and mar- 
ried the Lady Caftlecomb in Ireland, with whom he re- 
ceived a great fortune. 'In 1415 he accompanied Henry 
V. in his expedition to France, and was appointed Go- 
vernor of Ha- fleur, in Nermandy, At the famous battle 
of Agincourt, he behaved with the greateſt bravery, and 
aſſiſted in taking the Duke of Alencon priſoner. As a re- 
ward for his bravery the King granted him ſome lands in 
Normandy, and conferred upon him the honor of Knight- 
hood. 


When Henry V. died, he accompanied John Duke of 
Bedfard, regent of the kingdom, to France, and was pre- 
ſent a moſt of the engagements in which that hero was 

” AS concerned, 


Writers differ about the place of his birth, 
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concerned, upon which he was Made a Baron and nn 


of the Garter. 
* Nele rt 
When the Engliſh beſieged Orleans in 1428, he con- 


ducted a convoy of proviſions thither, which was of great 
ſervice to the army, and in 1430, he was appointed Go- 
vernor of Caen, in Normandy, a place of great importance 
at that time. About two years afterwards he was ſent in 
conjunction with the Lord Willoughby againſt the French, 
under the command of the Duke of Alencon, and obtained 
ſeveral conſiderable victories. 


In 1440 he returned to his native country, where he be- 
came as illuſtrious for his private virtues, as he had been 
formerly for his patriotiſm and valor ; for Peace preſents 


an opportunity for greatneſs to diſplay itſelf equally, 
if not more than the field. He continued in the exerciſes 


of generofity and benevolence to the laſt, and having 
lingered ſome time with an 3 he paid his laſt debt 


to nature 1459, aged 82. 


Many have thought that Shakeſpeare had this hero in 
view when he wrote his character of Falſtaff, but nothing is 
more improbable, as the one is repreſented as a baſe pol; 
troon, whilſt the other was adorned with every virtue. 


Richard Taverner, Eſq. was born in Norfolk 1505, and 
inſtructed in grammar learning at the free-ſchool of Nor- 
wich, after which he was entered in Bennet's College, 
Cambridge, but removed from thence to Cardinal Wolſey's 
New College at Oxford, ſince called Chriſt's Church, 
where he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and after- 
wards ſettled in the Inner Temple to ſtudy the municipal 
law of England, A late author tells us, that while he re- 
mained in the Temple, he uſed to cite paſſages from * 


6129) 
of the law books as are in Greek, but it is well known 
that there never was a treatiſe on the laws of England in 
that language, and therefore it muſt be meant of the Juſti- 
nian inſtitutions. 


It does not 2ppear that he ever was called up to the Bar, 
for in 1534 he went into the ſervice of Lord Cromwell, 
who procured him the place of Clerk to the Signet, when 


he publiſhed a new edition of the Bible, corrected from 
the beſt manuſcripts. When Cromwell was beheaded, 


Taverner was brought into trouble, and committed to the 
Tower, but ſoon after releaſed and reſtored to the King's 
favor, which he enjoyed during the remainder of Henry's 


reign. 


Edward VI. granted him a licence, although a Layman, 
to preach in any church in England, which was then ne- 
ceſſary, as few Proteſtant Miniſters could be had. During 
the reign of Queen Mary he concealed himſelf to avoid 
perſecution, but on the acceſion of Queen Elizabeth, he 
was taken into favor, appointed High-Sheriff and a Juſtice 
of the Peace for the county of Oxford. 


Whilſt he enjoyed theſe offices, he continued to preach 
againſt the idolatry of the Papiſts, and one time being in 
the pulpit of St. Mary's, he began his ſermon with the 
following words: * Arriving at the Mount of St. Mary's, 
6 in the ſtony ſtage, where I now ſtand, (St. Mary's 
pulpit was then built of ſtone). ©* I have brought you ſome 
*© biſcuits, baked in the oven of charity, carefully con- 
** ſerved for the chickens of the church, the ſparrows of 
6 the ſpirit, and the ſweet ſwallows of ſalvation.” 


such 


l 
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Such was the viſcious taſte of thoſe times, when pe- 
dantry paſſed for learning, and affectation for genuine fim - 
plicity. He was a very zealous-encourager of the Refor- 
mation, and not only preached, but wrote and tranſlated 
ſeveral books, in order to promote it. He died at Wood- 
Eaton, in Oxfordſhire, 1575, aged 70. * 
John Baconthorpe, commonly called the Sabi Doctor, 
was born at Baconſthorpe, and educated in a monaſtery of 
Carmelites at Blakeney, after which he went to Oxford, 
and from thence to Paris, where he diſtinguiſhed himſelf for 
His knowledge in metaphyſics, at * time the common 


jargon of * 


Upon his ceturn to England he was appointed principal 
of his order, and ſent to Rome to deliver bis opinion con- 
ceming ſome points then in diſpute, concerning marriage, 
when he declared that the Pope had an inherent right to 
diſpenſe with the laws af God; for which he was ſeverely 
cenſured by his brethren, and obliged to fign a formal re- 
cantation. He was a firong ſtickler for the philoſophy of 


Averroes, and wrote many bony which are now little re · 
1 by che learned. | *. 
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He was a perfon of fo aniverſal AREA thought 
and knowledge, that he was highly admired by the Itali- 
ans, among whom he commonly went by the name of 
The Rijakute Doctor, which ihduced Paulus Ponſa to write N 
after this manner of him: © If your inclinations lead you to 
ſearch anto the natfire-of Almighty God, no one hath writ 
more arcutately upon his .afſence : one has a mind to 
ſearch intorthe cauſes of things, the effects: af nature, and the 
various motions of the Heavens, and the contrary qualities | 
of the elements, his books preſent us yah a magazine. 


9 
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This one Re/olate Decor has furnithed the Chriſtian reli, 
gion with armour againſt the Jews, ſtronger than any Vul- 
can's,” & . He died in the year 1346. 


William Bateman was born at Norwich, ſome timein the 
reign of Edward I. and ſtudied the civil and canon law at 
Cambridge, where he took his Doctor's degree before he 
was zo years of age, a thing very uncommon in thoſe 
times. In 1328 he was appoicted Archdeacon of Nor- 
wich, and ſome years after advanced to the Deanry of Lin- 
coln. In 1343 the Pope, by virtue of his uſurped right, 
conſecrated him Biſhop of Norwich, in which office he was 
confirmed the next year by order of Edward III. He was a 
very hoſpitable prelate, and founded Trinity-hall, in Cam- 
bridge, for the ſtudy of the civil and canon laws, 

In 1354 he was ſent to Rome, in order to treat of a 
peace in the preſence of the Pope, between England and 
France ; but that journey proved fatal to him ; for he died 


© at Avignon, and was buried with great ſolemnity in the 


cathedral church of that city. Our hiftorians have related 
a ſtory concerning this prelate, which will give the reader 
ſome notion of the power of Clergy in the dark ages of 
Popery. Lord Morley having killed ſome of the Biſhop's 
deer, and abuſed his Park-keeper,” that Nobleman was 
obliged to do penance, by walking barefooted through the 
city of Norwich with a wax candle of fix pounds weight in 
his hand, and kneel down before the Bihop in the cathe- 
© Qral to aſk his pardon. All this he way obliged to comply 
with, although the King had ſent an expreſs orger to the 
| eon trary. Ef * , 9 


SY, » 


. 7 He was a great lover of learning, and promoter of the 
Hut of it, as appears from hence: 1. That in his travels 
x . n 


5 
5 


K 3 


6 2 )* 


beyond Tea he perceiving that our common law was there 


in no requeſt, and thinking it neceflary that the Engliſh 
ſhould have {kill in the canon and civil laws, (for the ma- 
naging of foreign negociations at leaſt) erected a College 


in Cambridge, called Trinity-hall, for the ſtudy of it, 2. 


He alſo was the perſon who induced Dr, Gonvile, then 


Profeſſor of Divinity in the ſame Univerſity, to build ano- 


ther college, which from him was called Gonvile-hall, 
which Dr. Caius afterwards changed into a college. 


Matthew Parker, D. D. was the ſon of a tradeſman in 
Norwich: when he was about twelve years of age his fa- 
ther died, but his mother took particular care of his edu- 
cation, and in 1520 he was admitted a Student in Corpus 
- Chriſti College, Cambridge, of which ſociety he was elect- 
ed a Fellow, and became Chaplain to Anne Boleyn, whom 


he attended to the ſcaftold, and received particular inftruc- | 


tions from her to ſee that her daughter Elizabeth was | 


brought up in the fear of God.” He became a zealous pro- 
moter of Reformation during the reign of Edward VI. who 


* 


promoted him to the Deanry of Lincoln; but on the ac- 


ceſion of Queen Mary he was deprived of his benefice, 


and obliged to conceal himſelf privately from the rage f 


the Papiſts, who had marked him out for deſtruction. bu - 


On the acceſſion of Queen Elizabeth his circumſtances | 


were happily altered, and he was raiſed to the archiepiſco- 


pal ſee of Canterbury, The Papiſts invented a ftory, that 


he was conſecrated by Laymen at the Nag's Head, in 


Cheapſide; and although the records of his conſecration 


have been publiſhed by Maſon, Burnet, and Strype, yet 


the ignorant vulgar are ſtill taught to believe the ſtory. 
10 1727 a learned French Prieſt, and a ſtaunch Roman 


Catholic, a 


Ja 


& - 
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Catholic, publiſhed four volumes in refutation of this 
ſlander invented by his own brethren. 


Parker having been thus placed at the head of the 
church, and well knowing that he would have all the art 
of the Papiſts to contend with, took care to have the ſees 
filled with the moſt learned men, and the univerſities put 
under ſuch regulations, as ſhould prevent papiſts from ſet- 
tling there to poiſon the minds of the youth. He was at 
great expence in rebuilding his palace at Canterbury, and 
founded a free-ſchool at Rochdale, in Lancaſhire. He was 
chiefly concerned in tranſlating and publiſhing the Engliſh 
Bible, which was the firſt Engliſh tranſlation done from the 
Hebrew and Greek, the former one having been moſtly 
from the Latin of Eraſmus. 


- 


This Bible was appointed, and continued to be read in 
all the churches and chapels in England, till the reign of 
James I. when the preſent tranſlation was undertaken by 
order of that Prince, although the Pſalms of the former 
Bible are ſtill uſed in the public ſervice of the chureh. 
After a life ſpent in many noble and pious works, he 
died at Lambeth 1575. 


With all theſe qualifications as a divine and ſcholar, he 


has been juſtly blamed for his ſeverity to the Puritans ; 
but it muſt be conſidered that the people's minds in that 


age were narrow and contracted, they having but lately 
been brought over from Popiſh idolatry. 


Parker was buried under an altar monument in Lambeth * 
chapel, but during the civil wars one Colonel Scot having 
got poſſeſſion of it, he pulled down the tomb, and tcok up 
the coffin, which he found to be lead, and fold it to a 

| 8 plumber, 
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plumber, after having tumbled the bcdy into a hole near 
an out-houſe, where poultry was kept. Q 


John Kaye, or, as he is ſometimes called, Caius, was 
born at Norwich in 1510, and ſtudied in Gonvile-kall, 


Cambridge, from which he removed to viſit foreign coun- 
tries, and took his degree of Doctor of Phyſic in the uni- 
verſity of Padua. In the reign of Edward VI. he re- 
turned to England, and was appointed principal Phyſician 
at Court, a place which he likewiſe enjoyed under both 
the Queens, Mary and Elizabeth, 


The College of Phyſicians in London elected him one 
of their Fellows, and he preſided at the head of that body 
ſeveral years. Being very rich, and deſirous to promote 
learning as far as was in his power, he procured a charter 
from Queen Elizabeth, dated 1565, to turn Gonvile-hall 
into a college, and endowed it with the greateſt part of his 
eſtate, e lived as an ornament to his profeſſion till July, 
1573, wh-n he died at Cambridge, aged 63. 


He wrote an excellent book of the Antiquities of Cam- 
bridge, which when he preſented to James I. as he paſſed 
through his college, the King ſaid, Give me rather 
Caius de Canibus :”* A work of his, as much admired, but 
hard to be got. He was Mafter of his college ſome time z 
but in his old age having reſigned the Maſterſhip to Dr. 
Legg, he lived a Fellow-Commoner in his college, where, 
having built him a ſet in the chapel, he conſtantly at- 
tended the prayers. He lies buried in the chapel, under a 
plain tomb, with no other epitaph but this,. -U CAU. 
— His ſucceſſor in his Maſterſhip was 


Thomas 
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Thomas Legg, Doctor of Laws, who was alfo a native of 
Norwich. Ile was bred in Trinity College, where he was 
Fellow, as allo at Jeſus, till he was choſen by Dr. Kaye, 
then living, the nineteenth Matter of Gonvile-hal!, but 
ſecond Matter cf Kaye's College. He was Dean of the 
Arches, one of the Maſters of Chancer-, twice Vice- 
Chancellor of the univerſity of Cambridge, and thirty- 
four years Maſter of this college. Juſtus Lipſius gives him 
a character, thas he was a very excellent antiquary, and an 
oracle of learning, able to reſolve all doubts in that kind. 
He was a great benefactor to this college, bequeathing 
bool. for the building the Eaft part thereof, beſides ſeveral 
leſſer liberalities. Thomas Bacon, the fifteenth Maſter of 
Gonvile-hall, had done great wrongs to it, and leſt it in 
debt; but this Doctor, and his two ſucceſſors, Doctors 
Brainthwaite and Goſlin, going in Kaye's ſteps, (all natives 
of Norwich) repaired all loſſes, acting not ſo much like 
Maſters as Stewards for the houſe. He was a ſerious man, 
and to gratify himſelf he wrote two tragedies, viz. The de- 
Aructien of Feruſalem, and The Life of King Richard III. 
which laſt was ated before Queen Elizabeth with applauſe, 
in St. John's College-hall. This Doctor died July 12, 
1607, #tat. 72, leaving the college his heir, in which he 
was buried. 


John Aylmer, D. D. was born at Aylmer-hall, in the 
pariſh of Tilney, 1527, and educated in the univerſity of 
Cambridge, where he took his degrees, and became tutor 
to Lady Jane Gray, daughter of the Marquis of Dorſet. 
His firſt living in the church was the Archdeaconry of 
Stow, and in the convocation, which met in the beginning 
of the reign of Queen Mary, he was one of the ſix divines 
who offered to diſpute with all the Popiſh Clergy in de- 
fence of the Proteſtant religion. But he ſoon found that 


the {ſupreme power did not intend to argue by words, but 
S 2 by 
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by force, He was obliged to abſcond, and having the 


good fortune to get beyond the ſeas, there he remained till 
the acceſſion of Queen Elizabeth, when he returned to 


England, and was made Archdeacon of Lincoln. He way 
afterwards promoted to the Biſhopric of London, 1576, 
which he held till his death in 1594. 


There is a ſtrange inconſiſtency in the characters of ſome 
men. Aylmer had a conſiderable ſhare of learning, and 
had ſuffered much for his op poſition to Popery; but no 


ſooner was he raiſed to the epiſcopal office, than he perſe- 
cuted the Puritans with the greateſt ſeverity ; for thoſe 


people, among whom were many learned men, having 
wrote ſome pamphlets againſt the Biſhop, he took the 


ſame method in anſwering them as the Papiſts had done 
with himſelf, namely, that of calling in the aſſiſtance of 


the civil power, by which many of them were thrown into 
priſon, where they ſuffered great hardſhips, 


This condu of the Biſhop's was entirely oppoſite to the 
ſpirit of Chriſtianity, which allows of no other force be- 
fides ratioffal conviction. 


He left a great eſtate to his eldeſt ſon, Samuel Aylmer, 
who was High-Sheriff of Suffolk in the reign of Charles I. 
and one of his youngeſt ſons, Dr. Aylmer, Rector of Had- 
dam, in Hertfordſhire, was one of the moſt learned and 


reverend divines of his time. 


Sir John Greſham was born at Holt, in this county, in 
1507, and brought up at the- univerſity of Cambridge, 
from whence he removed to London, and entered into part- 
nerſhip with his brother, Sir Richard Greſham, an eminent 
mercer and merchant. He ſerved the honorable office of 
Sheriff of London during the year his brother was Lord 

"DJs Mayor, 
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Mayor, 1;37, and founded a free-ſchool at the place of 
his nativity, which is under the direction of the Company 
of Fiſhmongers. 


Both he and his brother continued to flouriſh in trade, 
and projected the ſcheme of building an Exchange in Lon- 


don, which was afterwards compleated by Sir Thomas, ſon 
of Sir Richard. He was Lord Mayor in 1547, and died 


in 1556, aged only 49. 


Sir Thomas Greſham, Ent. was born at Greſham, and 
being bred a mercer and merchant in the city of London, 
God ſo bleſſed his diligence and care in trading, that he 
became one of the wealthiet men in England, and by 
God's grace proved one of the richeſt in good works; for 
he founded, 1. The Royal-Exchange, a kind of college for 
merchants for the improvement and benefit of trade. He 
laid the firſt ſtone, June 7, 1566, and it was finiſhed No- 
vember, 1567. The city provided and cleared the ground 
for this building, and this good and wealthy man erected 
the whole at his own charge. It was built of brick, and 
covered with flate, and named by Queen Elizabeth 7 
Royal Exchange, when on January 27, 1570, ſhe entered 
into it, and with ſound of trumpet cauſed an Herald ſo to 
call it, as ordering it to bear that name in all future ages. 
But this is not the building that is now ſo called, and is 
ſtanding in Cornhill, London, bearing the ſame name now; 
for the great fire in 1666 conſumed Sir Thomas Greſham's, 
with the greateſt part of the city. The preſent edifice, or 
burſe, was erected at the charge of the city and Mercer's 
Company, in 1669, who were at the equal expence, and 


colt about 50,0001. 


2, Greſham 


( 133 ) : 

2. Greſham College, which was ſome time his dwelling- 
houſe, which, with the profits of the cellars, ſhops, vaults, 
warehouſes, offices, &c. of the Roya!-Exchange, he gave 
to the Mayor and Commonalty of London, and the Com- 
pany of Mercers, to be equally divided and enjoyed upon 
the following conditions, viz. * That the Mayor and 
Commonalty of London do provide four qualified perſons 
to read lectures of Geometry, Divinity, Mufic, and A- 
ſtronomy, every day in Term-time, and allow them 
each gol. per ann. as alſo to pay yearly to eight alms- 
folk in his alms-houſe, in the pariſh of St. Peter le Poor, 
61. 138. 4d. and 10l. each to the priſoners cf Ludgate, 
Newgate, the King's-Bench, Marſhalfea, and Woodſtreet- 
Compter, to be diſtributed among the poor in thoſe 
places. As alſo that the Company of Mercers do find 
three readers out of their moiety for the ſaid college, viz, 
of Civil Law, Phyſic, and Rhetoric, to read lectures in 
the ſaid ſciences every week in Term-time, and allow them 
gol. a year each, and gol. per ann. to the Hoſpitals of 
Chriſt-Church, St. Bartholomew, Bedlam, and South- 
wark, and the Poultry-Compter 1ol. in money, or other 
proviſions, ordering and appointing further, that the ſaid 
ſeven Lecturers ſhall have the occupation of all the ſaid 
houſe, with the appurtenances, there to inhabit, ſtudy, 
and duly to read the ſaid ſeveral lectures; which condi- 
tions, if the ſaid Mayor, &c. and Company of Mercers, do 
truly obſerve, they ſhall enjoy the Royal-Exchange for 
ever, otherwiſe it ſhall revert and return to his heirs. 


Sir Edward Coke, Lord Chief-juſtice of the King's- 
Bench, and the greateſt Lawyer that ever lived in England, 
was born at Mileham 1550, and educated in Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge, where he remained about four years, 

and 
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and then remeved to C!ifford's Inn, London, where his fa- 
ther, who was an eminent Barriiter, had chambers. 


The next year he was entered a Student of the Inner 
Temple, where he applied himſolf fo affiduouſly to his 
ſtudies, that his merit ſoon became conſpicuous ; for a cafe 
having been ſtarted concerning the privileges of the 
Cooke, it puzzled all the Benchers, till Mr. Coke diſ- 
cuſſed it in the cleareſt manner, for which the ſoc ety or- 


dered him to be called up to the Bar before the uſual time. 


When admitted a Counſellor his buſineſs continued to 
increaſe, and he was choſen reader of the lecture of Lyon's- 
Inn, which was much frequented by the young Nobility 
and Gentry at that time. He married an heireſs, Bridget 
Paſton, with a fortune of thirty thouſand pounds, who 
bore him ten children, and the cities of Norwich, Londog, 
and Coventry, each elected him their Recorder. 


In the latter end of the reign of Qucen Elizabeth, he 
was choſen Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, having 
been returned Knight of the Shire for Norfolk, and ſoon 
after appointed Solicitor-General. In 1596 his Lady died, 
and the year following he married Lady Hatton, widow of 
Sir William Hatton, with whom he received a conſiderable 
fortune: and when the Earl of Eſſex was indicted for high 
treaſon, he was appointed Attorney-General, in order to 
carry on the proſecution againſt that unfortunate Peer. 


Upon the acceſſion of James I. he received the honor of 
Knighthood, and carried on the proſecution againſt Sir 
Walter Raleigh with ſo much vehemence, that many have 
blamed him for being ſo ſevere, but we may naturally im- 
pute his zeal to pride, and an earneſt defire of prefer- 

ment 
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ment. When the Gun-powder Plet was diſcovered, he 
gained reputation by the ſagacity and vigilance he ſhewed 
in unravelling all the dark ſcenes of that helliſh contri- 
vance, for which the King ordered him to be called up to 
the degree of Serjeant, when he gave the following motto 
on his rings, —Lex et tuliſima Claſſit, i. e. The law is the 
ſafeſt helmet. He was ſoon after raiſed to the dignity of 
Chief-juſtice of the Court of Common-pleas, which he held 


about ſix years, and was then made Lord Chief-juſtice of 
the King's-bench. 


When it was diſcovered that the Earl of Somerſet and 
his Lady were concerned in the murder of Sir 'Thomas 
Overbury, Lord Chief-juſtice Coke granted his warrant 
for apprehending them, which was ſerved upon the Earl 
while he was at ſupper with the King at Theobald's. So 
merſet claimed his Majeſty's protection, but the King an- 
ſwered in his vulgar manner, Gude faith maun, I canno_ 
« help it, for if Coke ſend for me, I mult gang to him as 
« well as you.” 


The King was appriſed of the ſcheme, but although the 
murderers were convicted, yet they were not executed. In 
1616 he was ſuſpended from his office becauſe he would 
not countenance any incroachments on the liberty of the 
ſubject. 


During the remainder of the reign of King James, he 
continued to ſerve in Parliament, and acted as a Privy 
Counſellor; but having ſpoken with great freedom in the 
Houſe of Commons, his Chambers in the Temple were 


broke open, all his 13 ſeized, and himſelf committed 
to the Tower. 


On 
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On the acceſſion of Charles I, when it was found neceſ- 
fary to call a new Parliament, he was pricked down Sheriff 
of Buckingham-ſhire, leſt he ſhould have been returned one 
of the repreſentatives; ſo that the man, who had been 
Chief-juſtice of England, was obliged to attend as a Bailiff 
on the Judges. 


In 1628 he was returned Knight of the Shire for the 
county of Buckingham, and argued warmly for the redreſs 
of grievances, and likewiſe drew up the petition of rights, 
upon which all our liberty is founded, Having done every 
thing in his power to ſerve his country, he retired to his 
houſe at Stoke-poges, in Buekingham- ſhire, where he ſpent 
the remainder of his days in tranquillity, and died 1634, 
with the 3 reſignation * Piety, aged 83. 


„Sir Edward Coke, Knt. was a perſon of adimirable parts 
(ſays Mr. Cambden) than whom, as no man ever applied 
himfelf cloſer to the ſtudy of the common law, ſo never 
did any man underſtand it better; of which he has given a 
convincing proof to England by his diſcreet management 
for many years together, while he was Attorney-general, 
and executed the office of Lord Chief-juſtice of the Com- 
mon-pleas with the greateſt prudence. Nor has he given 
a leſs demonſtration of his abilities in his Commentaries 
upon our Laws, whereby he has obliged not only his own 
age, but poſterity.” But State-policy values nothing when 
it ſtands in the way of its deſigns. This wiſe Judge would 
do nothing againſt law while he was in fo great a ſtation, 


and therefore he was diſplaced in 1615, and retired to his 
ſeat at Godwick, where he triumphed in his own inno- 
cency, and rejoiced i in his misfortunes, which gave him lei- 
ſure to look into himſelf; for now he reviewed all his 
writings, had conſtant prayers in his. houſe, relieved the 

T poor 
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poor daily, ſupported Sutton's Hoſpital and Thetford Free- 

12 ſchool, and founded a ſchool at his own charge in this 
place. He had when he was a private Lawyer ſecured 

ſome lands to the church of Norwich, which had like to 

have been loſt; and when he was retired, hearing that a 

n had called the ſame lands in queſtion, and was labor- 

ing to get them, he went to him and deſired him to deſiſt 

from that attempt, telling him,“ that if he did not, he 

would put on his gown and cap, and plead in any Court in 
Weſtminſter-Hall in juſtification of what he had done.“ 

4 He had many benefice<.in his gift, and freely gave them to 
ſuch men as he thought worthy of them, ſaying, in his 


 Jaw-language, church-livings ſhould always * by livery 
and ſeiſin, not by bargain and ſale. | 


He was a man of admirable parts, and of a comely 
countenance, delighting in good cloaths, ſaying, The neat- 
| neſs of the body might denote \the purity of the ſaul. He 
died worth ten thouſand pounds a year, ſo that though 
he had many children, they might be ſaid to- be all heirs. 
His laſt words. were, Lord! Thy Kingdom come ! Thy will 
be done ! Sir Henry Spelman ſays, ** the birth of this great 
man might preſage his wonderful excellency; for his mo- 
ther was delivered of him ſo ſuddenly, by the fire-ſide, 
that ſhe could not be ſoon. enough carried up to her bed, 
which ſtood in the room above; and adds, that Sir Ed- 
ward ſhewed him the very place, He lived partly at God- 
wick and at Milcham, his birth-placz, where the houſe is 
Kill to be ſeen. 


It has been advanced by thoſe whoſe minds were never 
inlarged with reading and ſtudy, that the law is a dry, 
uſeleſs, inſignificant ſcience; but we think that even inſa- 
nity could never advance ſuch an aſſertion. All that is 


dear or valuable to the free born ſubjects of this nation, 1s 


ſecured 
- 
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ſecured by the municipal law, and if the moſt prejudiced 


reader will only look over the inſtitutes, and reports of caſes 


adjudged by Lord Coke, they will be convinced, that of 

all ſciences in the world, that of the law is the moſt ra- 

tional, as being ſuited to the nature of many conũdered as 

a member of ſoci-ty. Without it the ends of government 

muſt be defeated, and all the order and regulari:y amongſt 

the different ranks of beings become an univerſal chaos, 
and return to its original ſtate of confuſion. 


Sir Henry Spelman, the great Oracle of the Law, Pa- 
tron of the Church, and Glory of E ngland, one of the 


greateſt Antiquarians that ever lived in this nation, was 


born at Congham in 1562, and educated in Trinity Col. 


lege, Cambridge, from whence he removed to Lincoln's-- 


Inn, and ſtudied the laws of his country, rather as a ſcience 
than with any proſpect of gain, for he had a conſiderable 
eſtate of his own, and married a lady with a great for- 


tune, 


In 1606 he was pricked down High-ſheriff for the 
county of Norfolk and the year following appointed one 
of the Commiſſioners to regulate diſputes between the pre- 
tenders to freehold eſtates in Ireland, After this he retired 
from public buſineſs, and ſpent the remainder of his days 
in ſtudying the hiſtory and antiquities of his country, of 
which he has given the world & noble ſpecimen in his 
Gloſſary, which explains all the ancient cuſtoms and terms 


ufed by our Saxon anceſtors, and ought to be had in the 


libtary of every perſon who ſtudies either Law or Hiſtory. 
He died in 1641; aged 79, and was buried in Weſtminſter 
Abbey. | | 4 


John Colin, D. D. was born in the city of Norwich 
1594, and finiſhed his ſtudies in Caius' College, Cam- 
- 4 » of © bridge, 
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bridge, where he took tis laſt degrees, When he entered 
into holy orders, he was preſented to a Prehendary in 


the Cathedral church of Durham, and appointed. Arch- 
deacon of the Eaſt-riding of Yorkſhire ; but the civil wars 


breaking out, and Coſin having been very active in eſta- 
bliſhing Popiſh rites and ceremonies, he was ejected from 
all his preferments, and obliged to ſeek refuge abrcad, 
till the reſtoration of Charles II. 1660, when he returned 
to England, and was promoted firſt to the Deanry of Pe- 
terborough, and then to the Biſhopric of Durham, 


We have ſeen ſeveral of his compoſitions, which ſeem 
to have been written on the plan of the Popiſh myſtics, 
and during the eleven years that he was Biſhop of Dur- 
ham, his ſole ſtudy was to promote ſuperſtitions, by mak- 
ing the people conform to all the ridiculous rites made uſe 
of by idolatrous Papiſts. He died at Durham 1672, aged 78. 


John Pearſon, D. D. was the ſon of a Clergyman in Nor- 

folk, where he was born 1613. He received the firſt rudi- 
ments of grammatical learning at Eaton, from . whence he 
was removed to Kin g's College, Cambridge, where be 
finiſhed his Rudies, and took his degrees. | 


His firſt eccleſiaſtical preferment was a Prebendary of 
Saliſbury ; and ſoon after he was choſen Rector of St. Cle- 
ment's, Eaſt-cheap, where he remained till the Reſtoration 
1660; for he complied with the ruling powers during the 
"uſurpation of Oliver Cromwell. It was during his ref- 
dence in that pariſh that he wrote his elaborate and learned 
explanation of the Creed, which is now in high repute in 
all the Proteſtant nations in Europe, and remains a ſtriking 
proof of his vaſt abilities and erudition. b 


At 


. 

At the Reſtoration he complied with the Act of Uni- 
formity, and was appointed Archdeacon of Surrey; and on 
the death of the learned Dr. Wilkins, he was promoted to 
the ſee of Cheſter, where he continued till his death 
1686. Beſides his learned expoſition of the Creed, he 
Publiſhed a vindication of St. Ignatius's epiſtles, which we 
think was the worſt thing he could have attempted, as 
thoſe epiſtles are undoubtedly forgeries. 


Sir Roger PEftrange was born at Hunſtanton 1617, and 
when the civil wars broke out, he obtained a commiſſion in 
the Royal army, but having acted as a ſpy for the King, 
during the ſiege of Lynn-Regis, he was apprehended, and 
condemned to loſe his life, but was afterwards reprieved, 
although he ſuffered a long impriſonment in the gaol of 


Newgate, 


Having obtained his liberty, he went abroad, but re- 
turned again during the uſurpation of Cromwell, when he 
Was taken into cuſtody ; but upon a remonſtrance made to 
the Protector, he was ſet at liberty. Upon the reſforation 
of Charles II. he ſet up a news- paper, which was continued 
till the Gazette was begun, under the direction of Sir Jo- 
ſeph Williamſon. When the diſputes began in the Houſe 
of Commons, concerning the Excluſion Bill, l' Eſtrange be- 
came a zealous partizan for the Duke of York, and wrote 
a periodical paper, called the Obſervator. He was con- 
cerned in all the dirty work carried on to promote Popery, 
and arbitrary power, during the reign of James II. al- 
though it does not appear that ever he became a convert to 


Popery. 


| He execated the ſcandalous office of Licenſer to the 
Preſs, which was aboliſhed at the Revolution, when Sir 
Roger loſt all his employments ; and not having been one 


o 
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of the beſt economiſts, he was obliged to ſpend the re- 
; mainder of his days in writing and tranſlating for the 
bookſellers. He was certainly a man of great abilities ; 
but learning beſtowed on a time-ſerving wretch, is like 
. beauty intruſted with'a proſtitute. 


* 


Thomas Shadwell was born in this county 1640, and 
educated in Caius and Gonvile College, Cambridge, 
from whence he removed to the Middle Temple in London, 
to ſtudy the law of England; but not liking ſo laborious |, 


a profeſſion, he went abroad, and- ſpent ſeveral years in 
France and Italy. Upon his return to England he became 


acquainted with the moſt celebrated wits at the debauched 
Court of Charles II. and commenced a writer for the 


tage. 


At the Revolution, when the celebrated Mr. Dryden was 
turned out, Mr. Shadwell was appointed Poet-Laureat in 
his room, and likewiſe Hiſtoriographer Royal, which 
brought upon him the indignation of his predeceſſor, 
who ridiculed all his, performances in the poem called 
Mach-fleckno. He enjoyed theſe employments only a few 
years, for he died 1692, aged 52, and ſince his death a 
monument has been erected to his memory in Weſtminſter 
* His works were 1 in four volumes e. 


- Robert Bots, M. D. was s born i in Norfolk, ſome time in 
the laſt century, and educated in Caius and Gonvile Col- 
lege, Cambridge, where he took his degree of Maſter of 
Arts, and ſoon after entered his name on the phyſic line. 
Having taken his Doctor's degree, he was appointed Phyſi- 
cian in Ordinary to Charles IT. and Regius Profeſſor in the 
univerſity of Cambridge. He was likewiſe made Keeper 
of the Records in the Tower, and acquired a conſiderable 

| degree 
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degree of knowledge concerning the conſtitution of this 
country; but having unhappily imbibed notions inconſiſtent 
with the freedom of the ſubject, he wrote a Hiftory of Eng- 
land, in three volumes folio, wherein he endeavours to 
eftabhſh the doctrine of non-reſiſtance and —_ obe- 
dience. * 


This work has Ha animadverted on by Lord Lyttelton, 
in a manner becoming the abilities and patriatiſm of that 
noble author. Dr. Brady died 1700. | 


Sir Cloudſley Shovel was born of poor parents at Cley, 
or at Cockthorpe, 1650, and bound apprentice to a ſhoe- 
maker, whom he ſoon after left, and went as a cabbinthoy 
on board one of the King's ſhips. Being of à very tracta- 
ble diſpoſition, he ſoon acquired the knowledge of naviga- 
tion, and whilſt very young, was promoted to be a Lieute- 
nant by Sir John Narborough, who then commanded the 
fleet, - | 


In 1674 he was ſent into the Mediterranean to demand 
reſtitution of ſome ſhips which were detained by the Dey 
of Algiers, where he behaved with ſo much reſolution and 
bravery, that on his return to England he was advanced to 
the command of a larger veſſel. 


During the reign of James II. he adhered to the intereſt 
of his country, and although he was ſent to command one 
of the ſhips in that fleet, deſtined to oppoſe the Prince of 
Orange, yet he did not act, but immediately joined with 
the popular party. 


During all the wars in the reign of King William, he 
dehaved with ſo much bravery, that he roſe to the dignity 
of an Admiral; and Queca Anne honoured him with 

Knighthood, 
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Knighthood. He continued in a ſtate of activity, as & 
gallant naval officer, till his death, which happened in the 
following manner: 


Being appointed to conduct a fleet of ſhips from Gibral- 
tar to England, 1707, he proceeded as far on his voyage as 
Scilly Iſlands, where his ſhip was unfortunately loſt, and 
himſelf, with the whole of his crew, amounting to nine 
hundred men, drowned. Such was the end of one of the 
braveſt men that ever commanded the-Engliſh navy; but 


the Queen, out of reſpect to his memory, cauſed a fine 
monument to be erected for him in Weſtminſter Abbey. 


Humphry Hody was born in Norfolk 1658, and finiſhed 
his ſtudies in Wadham College, Oxford, of which he was 
choſen a Fellow, and ſoon after became Chaplain to the 
learned Doctor Stillingfleet, Biſhop of Worceſter, By the 
mtereſt of Doctor Tenniſon, Archdeacon of Canterbury, 
he was advanced to ſeveral conſiderable livings ; and the 
univerſity of Oxford elected him Profeſſor of the Greek 


language. 

He was a very learned man, and ſpent ſeveral years in 
ſtudying the Septuagint tranſlation of the Old Tef.ament, 
and in writing notes on Ariſteas's hiſtory of that celebrated 
work. He died at his chambers in Oxford 1706, aged 48, 


.and was buried in the chapel of Wadham College. 


Samuel Clarke, D. D. was the ſon of Edward Clarke, 
Eſq. one of the Aldermen of Norwich, where he was 
born 1675, and educated at the Free-ſchool of that city, his 
father being at that time one of the Repreſentatives in 
Parliament, 


Ig 
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Ia 1691 he was entered as a Student in Caius College, 
Cambridge, where his impatient thirſt and great capacity 
for learning began to ſhew themſelves. The ſyſtem of 
Des Cartes was then the favorite doctrine of the ſchools, 
but Mr. Clarke was not ſatisfied with the dreams of 
that author, but ſet himſelf to ſtudy the principles of 
Sir Iſaac Newton, to which he joined the knowledge of the 
mathematics. He did not, however, forget to attend to 
that learning neceſſary to the profeſſion for which he was 
deſigned, but applied himſelf with great diligence to ac 
quire a perfect knowledge of the Old and New Teſtament, 
and publiſhed his firſt three diſſertations concerning bap- 
tiſm, confirmation, and repentance, together with ſome re- 
flections on Toland's Amyntor, 


Upon his entering into holy orders he became Chaplain 
to the learned Doctor Moore, Biſhop of Norwich, with 
whom he lived in great eſteem, having the advantage of 
the fine library of that gentleman. In 1704 he was called 
to an office, worthy of all his learning and knowledge, 
namely, that of preaching the lecture founded by the 
Honorable Mr. Boyle, which he performed with ſuch ſuc- 
cels, that his ſermons on that occaſion, concerning the evi- 
dences of natural and revealed religion, will always be 
conſidered as one of the ſtrongeſt and cleare proofs of 
thoſe important principles. Soon after his preaching the 
ſermons at Boyle's lectures, he was preſented to the liy- 
ing of St. Bennet's, near Paul's Wharf, London, and 
preached conſtantly without notes. In the ſame year he 
tranſlated the opties of Sir Iſaac Newton into elegant La- 
tin, which was ſo acceptable to that great man, that he 
preſented Mr. Clarke with five hundred pounds, being one 
hundred to each of his children. 
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He was ſoon after made one of the Chaplains-in Ordi- 
nary, and in 1709 Queen Anne preſented him to the rec- 


tory of St. James's, Weſtminſter; when he went to Cam- 
bridge, and took his degree of Doctor in Divinity. 


On the acceſſion of the preſent royal family he was ho- 
nored with many marks of their eſteem, and might have 
been raiſed to the higheſt dignity in the church; but he 
was certainly unſatisfied with ſubſcriptions. His zeal for 
true religion, integrity of manners, unaffected humility, 
were as eminent as his vaſt knowledge; and he united the 
various talents of mathematician, philoſopher, critic, me- 
taphyſician, and divine, to ſuch a degree, that he might 
have ſhone with a diſtinguiſhed luſtre in any one of thoſe 
characters. This truly great and learned man was ſeized 
with a pleuriſy on Sunday morning, May 11, 1729, and 
died the Saturday following, aged 54. | 


Thomas Herring, D. D. was the ſon of a country Cler- 
gyman in Norfolk, where he was born 1693. He was in- 
ſtructed in grammar learning at the Free-ſchoo] of wid 
bech, in the Iſle of Ely, from whence he removed to 
Jeſus College, Cambridge. He entered early irfto holy 
orders, and having gone through a variety of eccleſiaſtical. 
preferments, he was promoted to the OO” of Bangor 


1737» 


| 
In 1743 he was tranſlated to the ſee of York, and when 
the rebellion broke out, he was very inſtrumental in keep- 


ing the gentry throughout his province in — to the 
government. 


In 1747 he was advanced to the ſee: of Canterbury, 
which high dignity he enjoyed till his death, 1757. Dr. 
Herring was one of the beſt men that perhaps ever lived in 

England. 
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England. The higher he roſe in the church, the greater 
was his diligence, not only to diſcharge the duties of the 
paſtoral office, but alſo to ſapport his afflited fellow-crea-. 
tures, and when he died he h-d ſcarce any money left; but 
he was rich in good works !--He died aged 64 years, 


Robert Bale, a Norfolk man, was Prior of a ſmall mo- 
naſtery of White Friars, or Carmelites, at Burnham-Weſt- 
gate, He was in his youth entered among the Carmelites 
at Norwich, but ſpent moſt of his time among thoſe 
at Oxford and Cambridge, for his improvement in Di- 
vinity. At length he b-came Prior of the Carmelites 
here, and was held in great veneration by all for his 
great love of learning and learned men. He was afſiduous 
in reading divinity and hiſtories of all kinds, and for that 
end got together a conſiderable library of books, which he 
left to his houſe here. He wrote Annales perbreves Ordinis 
Carmelitarum ab anno Mundi 3042.—Hiſtoria Eliæ Pro- 
phetz.—Officium Simonis Angli, i. e. Simon Stack, the moſt 
holy Carmelite of the order, who many years after his 
death was canonized ; and ſeveral ſermons, which were 
handed about among his order. He died in 1503, the 
138th of Henry VII. and was buried in this monaſtery. 


Dr. Thomas Luſhington, Rector of Burnham-Weſtgate, 
one of the greateſt ſcholars of his time, and on that ac- 


count preferred to a Prebendary of Saliſbury, King's Chap- 
lain, &c. He was thought a little to favor Socinus, yet 
his books ſhew no ſuch thing, of which he publiſhed ſe- 


veral, viz, 4 Comment on the Galatians ; Logica Analytica; 
The Reſurrection reſcued from the Soldiers Calumnies, &c. 


Sir Francis Walſingham, Knt. was a great ſcholar, and 


particularly an excellent linguiſt, not ſo much for his 
U 2 knowledge 
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knowledge of other tongues, as for the dexterous uſe of his 
own, which brought him to be employed in the greateſt 
affairs of the kingdom, He was firſt ſent an Ambaſſador 


iato France, where in the heat of the civil wars he conti- 
nued long, becauſe he managed his place ſo witely and 


warily ; and when he returned he was rewarded with the of- 
fic? of the Secretary of State, in which tation his conduct 
is hardly to be paralleled ; for he /urprized buſineſs, and 


out-did even the Jeſuits at their own weapon, over-reach- 
ing them in their mental equivocations and reſervations, 
not by doing as they did, but by crafty-fetches drawing 
from them the truth. He never loft his aim in any buſi- 
neſs he labored to carry, and as often over-threw what he 


undertook to diſappoint, by which arts he did great ſer- 
vices for the nation, which he was only ambitious to ex- 


cel in; for he twice deceived the French as Agent, once 
ſettled the Netherlands as Commiſſioner, and twice altered 


the Government of Scotland as Ambaſſador. He laid 
the foundation of the Pioteſtant Conſtitution as to its po- 
licy, and the main plot againſt the Popiſh as to its ruin: 
He was a ftudious and temperate man, ſo public-ſpirited, 
that he ſpent his eſtate to ſerve the kingdom, ſo faithful to 
his Sovereign as to lay out all his thoughts and pains to 
ſerve her, and ſo learned as to provide a library for King's 
College, In fine, he equalled, if not ſurpaſſed, all the 
Stateſmen of former ages, and none in theſe latter have ex- 


celled him. 


He was deſcended from Sir Richard Walfingham, of 


Walſingham, who was Repreſentative for this county, 33 
Edward III. as his anceſtors had been in two former 
reigns. 4 i 


William 


. 

William Wells, a Provincial of the order of Auguftinian 
Monks in England, was a native of Wells. Pitz in hi 
book of Engliſh Writers, ſays, ** he was a native of the 
city of Wells, the cathedral ſee of Somerſet-ſhire ;” but Dr. 
Fuller, in his Worthies of Norfolk, proves the miſtake 
thus: Let it be referred to any indifferent judgment, 
whether he was not rather of Wells, in Norfolk, ſceing he 
had his conſtant converſe in this county, living and dying 
an Auguitinian Monk in the convent of Lynn.” He was 
twenty years Provincial of his order, and a Doctor of Di- 
vinity in Cambridge, an induſtrious man, and a good 
writer, abating only for the Siboleth Barbariſm, the fault 
of the age he lived in. He died and was buried at Lynn, 
anno Dom. 1421, 


Robert Rede, an eminent goldſmith, and Lord Mayor 
of London in 1502, was a native of Cromer, 


Dr. William Rugg, alias Repps, Biſhop of Norwich in 
the reign of Henry VIII. was born in the village of North. 
Repps. He was bred up in Gonvile-hall, Cambridge, 
where he commenced D. D. and after was made Abbot of 
St. Bennet in the Holme, He was one of thoſe Cam- 
br.dge Divines that took abundance of pains that Henry 
VIII. ſhould have ſuch a judgment from the univerſity 
about his divorce from Queen Catherine, as he deſired, 
which at laſt he effected, and as a reward for his labor the 
King made him Biſhop of Norwich after the death of Dr. 
Nix. He was choſe by the Monks, May 31, 1536, and 
confirmed by the Archbiſhop June 28 following; but he 
did not enjoy the benefits of his ſee, as his predeceſſors 
had done, long ; for ſoon after he was made Biſhop, he was 
obliged to change all his lands and manors of his ſee for 

the 
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the revenues of his abbey of St. Bennet in the Holme for 
ever, under a pretence indeed of increafing the poſſeſſions 
of his Biſhopric, though they really came far ſhort of them. 
He was a ſtiff Roman Catholic, and having had ſome dif. 
courſe with Bilney and Latimer about their Proteſtant 
principles, did not ſpare to miſrepreſent them, which 
moved Mr, Spencer, the friend of the two former, ta 
write a treatiſe, which he intitled, 4 Trialogue between 
Thomas Bilney, Hugh Latimer, and William Repps, to ſhew 
the juſt complaints they had againſt him. But the greateſt 
Inſtance of his zeal for the Popiſh doctrines and church, 
which we meet with, was this: When one John Peke, of 
Earl-Stoneham, in Suffolk, was burnt at Ipſwich, Dr. 
Reading declared, that to as many as ſhould caft in a ſtick 
into the fire, for the burning of this heretic, this Biſhop of 
Norwich had granted by him forty days of pardun ; where- 
upon Sir John Audley, Kut. Barne Curſon, Eſq. and many 
others of eſtimation being there preſent, did riſe from 
their ſeats, and with their ſwords cut down boughs, and 
threw them into the fire, which example the multitude 
followed, He reſigned his Biſhopric January, 1549, and | 
died September, 1550. 


Sir Simon de Felbrigg, Knt. of an ancient and nume- 
rous family at Felbrigg, married Margaret, the daughter 
of the Duke of Theiſe, niece to the King of Bohemia, in 
right of which Sir William Tyndal, Knt. their great- 
grandſon, was declared heir of the kingdom of Bohemia, 
in the reign of Henry VII. 


William Paſton, Eſq. ſon of Clement Paſton, Eſq. of 
Paſton, was learned in the laws of this nation, and was 
firſt made Serjeant to Henry VI. and afterwards by the 


fame King raiſed to be ad Judge of the Court of Commons 
Ty 8 pleas; 
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pleas; and being much in favor with that Prince, he was 
allowed by him, beſides the ordinary falary given the other 
Judges, one hundred and ten marks, and two gowns 
yearly, to be taken out of the Exchequer, ,Theſe pre- 
ferments were but the continued marks of his virtue and 
learning in the former reigns, for he was created Serjeant at 
Law by Henry IV. and of his council for the Duchy of 
Lancaſter; and in the reign of Henry V. Sir John Faſ- 
tolf, Knt. appointed him one of his feoffees, and enabled 
him, by a writing under his hand, to recover debts from-the 
executors of Henry V. He married the daughter and 
heireſs of Sir Edmund Berry, by whom his family gained 
not only a great acceſſion to their eſtate, but a conſiderable 
advancement in honor and blood, being rightly entitled to 
the arms of the families of Hetherſet, Wacheſham, Cra- 
ven, Gerbridge, Hemgrave, and * He died at 
Lopdon, Auguſt 14, 1444- 


Sir Clement Paſton, Knt. was a great ſoldier, and as 
ſuch did many noble exploits ; for he was at the burning of 
Conqueſt, in France, in the reign af Henry III. and be- 
ing made a Captain by that King of one of his ſhips of 
war, he, in a ſea- fight with the French, took a galley with 
Baron Blancard, the French Admiral, in it, -and kept him 
at Caſtor, near Yarmouth, till he received 5000 crowns for 


his ranſom, beſides the ſpoil of the galley, which was-a cup : 
and two ſnakes of gold, with many other things of value, 


which he uſed on feſtivals as long as he lived, and at his 


death left to his poſterity. He was left for dead at the bat- 


tle of Muſſelborough, in Scotland, and ſerved at New- 
haven, having the command of ſome ſhips there. He lived 
to be very old, having been Penſioner to two Kings and 
two Queens ſucceſſively, and having ſpent his old age in 
quiet and good houſekeeping, he died at Oxnead. 
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Sir Robert Paſton, of Paſton, Bart. who in formef 
troubleſome times greatly diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his 
Ibyalty to Charles I. not fearing to hazard both life and 
fortune in aſſiſting his Majeſty to reduce his rebellious 
ſubjects to their obedience ; and though diſappointed of 
that by his Majeſty's not only falling into, but falling by 
the hands of his diſloyal and capricious ſubjects, yet he 
was not diſheartened from uſing his utmoſt endeavours and 
power to effect his ſon's Reſtoration, and till that could be 
accompliſhed, willingly engaging his eſtate to ſupply his 
neceſſities: In conſideration of which loyalty and ſervices, 
Charles II. did by his letters - patent create him Lord Paſ- 
ton, of Paſton, and afterwards Viſcount and Earl of Yar- 
mouth. He died in 1682, and left William, his eldeſt fon, 
his ſucceſſor in honor and eſtate, who married Charlotte, 
ſurnamed Fitz-Roy, natural daughter of Charles II. 


Sir Thomas Erpingham, of Erpingham, Knight of the 
Garter, accompanied Henry Duke of Lancaſter when he 
returned from baniſhment, and attempted to gain the 
kingdom, and going with Henry V. to the battle of Agin- 
court, caſt the rod, as a fortunate preſage of a ſucceſsful 
battle. 


Sir William Woodhouſe, of Waxham, Knt. was the 
jeſter of James I. He was the firſt perſon that erected duck- 
traps, commonly called deceys among us, which he thus 
contrived, He drew from a large pond compalied with reeds 


on the one fide, a long canal, which was very narrow at 
the farther end. In this canal certain ducks are kept, and 
taught to draw in others. Theſe fly up and down all the 
country, and being joined by flocks of their own kind, 
bring them into this pond, and after a while lead them 
into the canal, which is ſpread over with nets, When 
| | they 
_ : 
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they have ſwam in it a little way, a dog trained up for that 
purpoſe appears to drive them up to the end of the net, 
where, when they are near arrived, the tame ducks dive 
behind the wild, and the wild riſing are taken in the decoy- 
man's nets. ' As many ducks are catched this way in one 
year as have been ſold for ſome hundreds of pounds. The 
Germans will not allow them, becauſe they hinder the 


pleaſures of the gentry. 


Arthur Wilſon, Eſq. born at Yarmouth, wrote the; hfe 
and reign of James I. with ſo much freedom, that he is 
often cenſured for it; nay more, is ſaid, inſtead of an hiſ- 
tory, to have written an infamous paſquil. He had au op- 
portunity of knowing the tranſactions of James I. and his 
Court, becauſe he was an attendant for many years upon 
Robert D'Evereux, Earl of Eſſex, and bis friends, whom 
he favours very much all along in his hiſtory, as he does 
alſo Robert Earl of Warwick, whoſe Steward he was after 
the Earl of Eſſex's death. The great fault of his hiſtory 
is, that he hath in many things endeavoured to make the 
world believe, that James, and has ſon after him, were in- 
clined to Popery, and defigned to bring that religion into 
England; which to effect he is guilty of many miſrepreſen- 
tations of both ſpeeches and actions, and built much upon 
conjectures and ſurmiſes, inſtead of authentic papers and 

records, He died at Felſtead, in Eſſex, anno 1652. x 


Thomas Whitfield, who was the author of divers books 
againſt Lay-preachers ; The Arminian T enets concerning Elec- 
tion, Redemption, &c. printed at London, 1649; Of Liberty 
/ Conſcience; The Extent of God's Providence, printed 16. 
1651, &c, was Miniſter of Yarmouth, He ran with 


the times when the King and Epiſcopacy were outed; but 
X conformed 
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eon formed at the Reſtoration of Charles II. when he ob- 
tained the Rectory of Bug brooke, in Northampton: ſhire. 


Dr. Thomas Soame was born in Yarmouth : He was the 
ſon of a fiſherman, but deſcended of an eminent family of 
that name; his couſin, John Soame, being a man of ſo 
good an eſtate, that he paid a compoſition of 1430). for it, 
and was then dwelling at Burnham, in this county. He was, 


after he had paſſed his ſchool education, bred up in acade- 
mic learniny in Peter-houſe, Cambridge, where his uncle, 


Robert Soame, was Maſter, and being admitted into holy 
orders, became Miniſter of Staines, in Middleſex, and 
Prebendary of Windſor. He was, in the times of rebel- 


hon, a firm royaliſt, and ſo much compaſonated his Ma- 
jeſty's want in his war with the Parliament, that he was 
not mindful of his own; for he ſent all he had to the 
King ; ſo that when the Rebels came to plunder him, they 
found nothing to take but himſelf; which they accordingly 
did, and impriſoned him firſt in Ely-houſe, and then in 
Newgate, and in the Fleet, becauſe he had ſo much of the 
primitive religion in his excellent ſermons, and ſo much 
of the primitive practice in his looks, demeanour, and 
life, being reckoned a blefling in thoſe ſad times to all the 
places wherever he came, by his fatherly aſpect and zealous 
prayers, as well as by his divine, and in many things pro- 
phetical diſcourſes, He died not long before the Reſto- 
ration of Charles II. 


Ralph de Waher, or Guader, born in this county“, of 
French parentage, was conſtituted Earl of Norfolk and 
Suffolk by William I. He was owner of the caſtle of 
Guader, in Bretaigne, in France, and had nine manors of 


the 


Probably at Halvergate, or Halfriatep 
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the Conqueror's gift, in Norfolk, yet rebelled, and died 
in baniſhment. 


Breton, Biſhop of Hereford, was born at Witch- 
ingham, as was alſo John Breton, who was ſo muck men- 
tioned in the reign of Henry III. Sir Godfrey de Mellers, 
Knt. a perſon well deſcended, and a good ſoldier, fought 
$0 lie with the daughter of John Breton ; which ſhe having 
acquainted her father with, appointed a night when the 
Kaight ſhould fleal privately into her chamber. Being 
laid wait for, and taken, he was firſt grievouſly wounded, 
then whipped ſeverely, being drawn up by the feet to a 
beam, and laſtly, had his privy members cut off, as a cer- 
tain dainty Clergyman was ſerved about the ſame time; 
which, when the King heard of, he was concerned, and 
cauſed it to be proclaimed, ** That no man ſhould maim 
any adulterer in his privities, but for corrupting his wife,” 


: Godfrey Bullen, or Boleyn, born at, Sall, the ſon of + 
Jeffrey Bullen, a mercer, in London, who was Lord Mayor 
of the ſaid city in the year 1457. He was a ſecond ſon, 
and ſo was ſent to London to get an eſtate, while his 
elder brother inherited one ; but this alſo came to him, be- 
cauſe his brother died without iſſue male, and ſo he be- 
came very rich, which made him rich in good works : for 
he, by his Teſtament, gave liberally to priſoners, hoſpitals, 


and lazers, beſides a 1000l. to poor houſe-keepers in Lon- 
don, and 2001. to thoſe in Norfolk: But his greateſt ho- 
nor was, that he was great-grandfather, by the mother's 
ſide, to Queen Elizabeth. 


Nicholas of Lynn, born in Lynn-Regis, and bred at 
Oxford, generally accounted a Franciſcan Friar, though 
Bale will have him a Carmelite, becauſe he was ſo himſelf. 
He was an excellent muſician, mathematician, and aſtro- 

X 2 loggt. 
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loger. Ie is ſaid to have ſailed in 13 30, by the help of 
his aſtrolabe, as far as the Arctic-pole, and to; have 
wrote a book of his diſcoveries there, which is intitled, 


Inventio Fortunata. Sure 'tt is that our Chaucer, the poet, 
had a great eſteem for him, ſtiling him “ Frere Nich. 


Linn, a Reverend Clerk.” He died about the year 1360, 
and was buried at Lynn, the place of his nativity. 


Alan of Lynn was alſo born in Lynn-Regis, and being 
educated at Cambridge, where he obtained the degree of 


Doctor of Divinity, became a Carmelite Friar in this 
town. He was a diligent reader of many voluminous au- 
thors, and that others might reap ſome benefit by his la- 


bors, he compoſed indexes to moſt, or all the authors he 
peruſed. Bale gives us a fpecimen of his Herculean la- 


bors in ſetting down the writers to which he made indexes, 
as he ſaw them in the Carmelite library at Norwich, 


1. gidius. 18. Gerard Laod. 
2. Alcuinus. 19. Gilbert. 

3. Ambroſius, 20. Gorham. 

4. Anſelmus. 21. Gregory. 

5. Aquinas: 22. Haymo. 

6. Auguſtinus. 23. Hierome, 

7. Balonthorp. 24. Hilary. 

8. Bal. 25. Hugo. 

9. Bede. 26. Jaſephus, 

10. Bel:thus Bles, | 27. Neckham, 
11. Bernard. © 28. Origen. 

12. Berthorius. 29. Euſeb. Pamph, 
13. Caffianus. 30. Phil. Ribot. 
14. Caſſiodorus. 31. Raban. 

15. Chry/o/tome. 32. Renigius, 
16. Cyril. 33. Richard. 


17. Damaſcents 
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His collections were allowed very compleat. He floths 
riſhed anno 1420, and was buried at Lynn, in the convent 


of the Carmelites, 


John Barret, born of honeſt parentage in Lynn-Regis, 
was bred a Carmelite bf White Friars in Cambridge, when 
learning ran very low, and degrees high, intereſt or mo- 
ney, not knowledge, purchaſing them. The univerſity 


was ſo ſenſible of this abuſe, that they appointed Dr, Cran- 
mer Poſer-gencral of all candidates in divinity, who 


ſtopped this our Barret for inſufficiency. Barret quick- 
ened with this diſgrace returns to Lynn, and there applied 
himſelf ſo diligently to his ſtudy, that in a ſhort time he 
became an admirable ſcholar, and having commenced Doc- 
tor with due applauſe, lived many years a painful preacher 
in Norwich, ever ſpeaking of Dr. Cranmer honorably, as 
the only means of his happineſs. Bale fays, ** That in 
the reign of Queen Mary he became a zealous Papiſt;“ 
which if true (though Bale's praiſes are better believed 
than his invectives) we may hope, that though he com- 


plied in times of perſecution, he returned to the truth in 


the reign of Queen Elizabeth, in the beginning of which 
he died. 


William Watts, M. A. of Caius College, Cambridge, an 


admirable critic and divine, was born in or near Lynn- 


Regis. Jo. Ger. Voſſius calls him De&#ifimus & Clarifi- 


mus Watſius qui optime de Hiſtoria meruit, &c. He by his 
travels became maſter of divers languages, and at his return 
was made Caapliun to Charles I. Miniſter of St. Albans 
Woodſtreet, in London, and Prebendary of Wells; but 
being ſequeſtered, plundered, and his wife and children 


turned ont of doors, he fled to the King, ſerved under 
f Prince 
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Prince Rupert, and was in moſt of the battles fought with 
the Parliament forces. Upon the declining of the King's 
cauſe, he ſtuck ſtill to the Prince and ſerved at ca, till 
being blocked up with him in the harbour of Kinſz!e, in 
Ireland, he was overtaken. with an incurable diemper, of 
which he died in 1649. He was a conſiderable writer, and 
had an eſpecial hand in Sir Henry Spelman's Gloſſary, 
and corrected, added notes to, and publiſned Marthery 
Parir's Hifteria Major in 1640; as alſo divers treatiſes in 
Engliſh, as the hiſtory of Gu/avus Adolphus ;_ Mortification 
Apoſtolical; a treatiſe on the Paſſions, &c. 


William Gale, a Norfolk man born, took upon him the 
Habit of the Auguſtin Friars in Lynn-Regis. He ſtudied 
among the brethren of his order at Oxford ſeveral years, 
and proceeded Doctor of Divinity in that univerfity. He 
was made at length Provincial of all his order in England, 
being accounted a moſt eminent perſon for literature and 
piety, and a prime example of virtue among them. He 
left to poſterity theſe books: 1. Lectioner in Theologia, 2. 
Diſputationes Varig, 3. A courſe of Sermons for the 
whole year, preached to the people. He died in 1507, in 
thy 23d of Henry VII. 


" Felix, the Apoſtle of the Eaſt-Angles, having landed 
; from Burgundy at Babingley, anno Dni. 630, he converted 
the jnhabitants to Chriſtianity, and built the 5g church 
ther that was erected in thoſe parts. He was brought 
into England by Sigibert, King of the Eaſt-Angles, who 
_ a convert to the Ohriſtian religion in France, and 
received baptifm of Felix, Falix having ſpread and eſta- 
bliſed the faith in many parts of England, formed a re- 
gular ſyſtem of church doctrine, and faxed his epiſcopal 

fee 
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ſee at Dunwich, then called Siltheſtow. He fat ſeventeen 
years, and died in 647, the 13th of King Anna. 


Thomas Thorowgood, one of the aſſembly of divines, 
was Miniſter of Grimſton, He publiſhed theſe books: 
1. Jews in America, 2. Moderation Fuſtified. 3. 4 Fe, 


Sermon on Phil, iv. 5. before the Houſe of Commons in 1644, 


St. Goderick the Hermit, of whoſe life and miracles 
M. Paris gives a relation at large, was a native of Wal. 


pole. 


Of the many great and eminent perſons of the illuſtrious 
family of Howard, we muſt refer our readers to the parti- 
cular genealogy given at Forncet, in Depwade hundred g 
at Wiggenhall, Lopham, Caſtle-Riſing, &c. 


John Colton, D. D. born at Terrington, was made, for 
kis excellent endowments, Archbiſhop of Armagh, Pri- 
mate of Ireland, by Richard II. for, as Leland ſays, he 
was plus gram mediocriter doctus & benus, He was Firſt 
Chaplain to William Bateman, Biſhop of Norwich, and 
appointed the Firſt Maſter of Gonvile-hall, (how Caius 
College) in Cambridge, by the founder of it. He was 
employed in an embaſſy to the Court of Rome, about the 
Schiſm made in it by Urban VI. and Clement VII. which 
gave him occaſion to write a learned treatiſe, De Cauſa 
Schiſinatis, and a little after another, De Remediis ej uſdem. 
He reſigned his Archbiſhopric a little before his death, 
which happened in 1404. 
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Sir William Yelverton, Knt. of the Bath, of Rougham, 
was Lord Chief-juſtice of the Court of King's-bench in 
1444: Sir Chriſtopher prefided in the ſaid Court under 


Queen 
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Queen Elizabeth, and Sir Henry in the reign of Charles J. 
This laſt's relation to Sir Thomas Overbury brought him 
into the Earl of Somerſet's favor, whoſe intereſt with the 
King preferred him fo be firſt one of his Counſel, and 
then his Attorney-general ; but by whom he got it for the 
ſame he loſt it; for when the Earl of Somerſet was to be 
tried for poiſoning Sir Thomas Overbury, he refuſed to do 
his office in impeaching his patron, and ruin him, who 
made himſelf, which was ſo much reſented by the King 
and Council, that he not only diſplaced, but imprifoned 
him in the Tower, The Duke of Buckingham knowing 
his abilities, after "ſome time got him releaſed, and ad- 
vanced him to the Judge's Bench; but his niceneſs and 
narrowneſs could not keep it, being too good a man to 


1 
* 


follow Court meaſures, and ſo he was put out. 


Andrew Perne, born at Eaſt Bilney, who being bred up 
in Peter-houſe, was Fellow and Maſter of the ſaid college, 
Proctor and Vice-chancellor of the univerſity, and Dean of 
Ely. He was very bountiful to his college, in which ho 
founded a Fellowſhip and ſome Scholarſhips, and acquired 
many rare manuſcripts, which he put into the library. 
In Queen Mary's perſecution he ſcreened the univerſity by 
his flexible. principles, ſo that no gremial of the univerſity 
ſuffered martyrdom. He is indeed blamed for altering his 
religion four times in twelve years, but it may be ſaid for 
him, that if his compliance was faulty, his charity was 
ſingular, who endangered himſelf to ſave others, who had 
elſe been perſecuted, and perhaps had fell more foully. 


Withburga, the daughter of King Anna, who divorcing 
herſelf entirely from all luxury and levity, lived a Virgin 
all her days, and was buried at Dereham ; ſhe being much 
' admired for her ſanctity, was by our anceſtors canonized for 

a Saint. . 


Sir 
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Sir Richard Southwell, of Wood-Rifing, Counſellor to 
Edward VI. and his brother, Robert Southwell, Eſq. at 
the ſame time Maſter of the Rolls. Of the ſame family 
was Sir Robert Southwell, Principal Secretary of State for 
the kingdom of Ireland, and Preſident of the Royal-So- 
ciety, who by Charles II. had been employed in ſeveral ne- 
gociations abroad. 


The Rev. Chriſtopher Sutton, Miniſter of Wood-Riſing 
and Cranworth, was educated at Oxford, and having en- 
tered into orders, was not only the Miniſter of theſe 
places, but was made Prebendary of Weſtminſter by James I, 
for his excellent and florid preaching. In his cures he as a 
great promoter of piety, and for that end wrote ſeveral books, 


as 1. Diſce wivere; or, the Art of Living well. 2. Diſce 
mori; or, the Way to die well. 3. Meditations upon the Lord 
Supper, of which there are thirteen editions. 4. Godly 
Meditations on the Divine Preſence. He died in 1629, and 
was buried in St. Peter's church, Weſtminſter. 


Ralph de Hingham, of Hingham, was Lord Chief- 
Juſtice of the King's-bench in 1274, 2d of Edward I. 
when the King was newly returned from the Holy Land. 
He held that poſt ſixteen years, and was one of the Judges 
that was caſt out of his place by Parliament for corruption, 
being fined, baniſhed, and impriſoned, with nine more, 
two only eſcaping, viz. John de Mettingham, and Elias de 
Beckingham. This Ralph was amerced 7006 marks 
for bribery, and diſplaced ; but after his fine was paid, 
he gave ſuch ſigns of a true ,repentance, and ſuch ſatis- 
faction to the public for his faults, that he was made Chief- 
juſtice of the Common-pleas in the next reign, iſt of Ed- 
ward-II. and dying foon after, was buried in St. Paul's 


church. | 
A Sir 
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Sir Oliver Hingham, a right valiant man, whom Ed- 
ward III. left Governor of Aquitain, in France, an honor- 
able but difficult place, being engaged to hold out a great 
country with a few men, againſt a fierce and numerous 
enemy, yet he gave a good account of his truſt ; for when 
the French lay before Bourdeaux, the citizens there ſet 
open their gates, and raiſed the golden lillies upon their 
towers, as if they yielded themſelves to them ; but they 
were no ſooner entered, but brave Oliver, who was Go- 
vernor of the city and country, gave them ſuch an enter- 
tainment, that they did not drink ſo much claret in the 
city as they left blood behind them.“ This happened in the 
1 zth of Edward III. He lived many years after, and wag 
made Knight of the Garter, and when he died was buried 


as Hingham, under a fair tomb of free-ſtone, curiouſly 
wrought, with his effigy in coat of armour. 


St. Walſtane, of Bawburgh, who being neither Monk, 
nor Prieſt, vowed (they ſay) to live chaſte without a wife, 
and performed his promiſe by faſting on Fridays, and Saints 
Vigils, without any other grace or gift given him of God. 
He died 3d fal. Junij, anne 1016, and became, after the 
manner of Priapus, the God of their fields in Norfolk, 


and Iguide of the harveſt, inſomuch, that mowers and 
ſcythe-followers uſed to ſeek to him once a year. John 


Capgrave, in his Legend of the Saints, ſays, That both 
men and beaſts which had loſt their privy-parts, had new 
members again reſtored to them by praying to him,” — 
Bale's As of the Engl. Vat. 


Sir Thomas Richardſon was born at Mulbarton, his fa- 
ther at that time being Miniſter there. He was bred up in 
the common-law, and grew fo eminent in the practice of it, 


that he became the King's Serjeant, and at length was 


( 167 ) 
fworn Chief-juſtice of the Common-pleas, November 28, 
1626, in which ſtation he died about eight years after, 
and was buried under a braſs monument on the South-ſide 
of Weſtminſter-Abbey. 


Sir Jacob Aſtley, who ſerved his Majeſty Charles I. as 
Major-general of his royal army in the battles of Kineton, 
Brainford, Newberry, Leſtwithiel, and ſeveral other ſharp 


encounters with the Parliament forces, and was Governor 
of Oxford and Reading for ſome time; for which great 


and faithful ſervices he was created Baron Aſtley, of 
Reading, in Berkſhire, November 4, 1644. He was the 
ſon of Iſaac Aſtley, of Melton-Conſtable. 


Walter de Norwich, who in the 5th of Edward II. was 
made one of the Barons of the King's Exchequer, and had 
ſummons to Parliament in the 8th year of the ſame reign, 
was a perſon much in favor with his Prince, and beſides 


the grant he obtained of him for a free-warren in all his 
demeſne lands in this and other counties, he was made 
Treaſurer of the Exchequer, and held that office ſome 


years. 


- 


Sir John de Norwich, Knt. who was ſummoned to Par- 
liament as a Baron in the 16th of Edward III. was Ad- 


miral of the King's whole fleet to the Northwards, and 


was ſeveral times in the wars againſt Scotland and France, 
in which he did ſo many ſignal ſervices, that the King 
gave him two allowances out of his Exchequer; the one 
of ſixty pounds fourteen 2 and the other of fifty 


marks per ann. &c. 


Sir Tho. Browne, born at St. Michael's Cheap, London, 
but chiefly admirable for his practice of phyſic in the city 


of Norwich, where he ſettled himſelf in 1637, was much 
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reſorted to by patients for his extraordinary ſkill, and prac- 
tiſed with good ſucceſs many years. With reſpect to his 
great worth he was made a Socius Honorarius of the Col- 
lege of Phyſicians in London, and in 1671 had the ho- 
nor of Knighthood conferred upon him by his Majeſty 
Charles II. who was then at Norwich. He died October 
19, 1682, and lies buried in the chancel of St. Peter's of 
Mancroft; but will ever live in the eſteem and admira- 
tion of the learned, for the ſeveral writings he hath pub- 


liſhed, as 


Religio Medici, i. e. The Phyſician's Religion: A book 
ſo much valued, that it has been tranſlated into French, 
Italian, Dutch, German, &c. and peruſed by many cu- 
rious and learned men of thoſe nations, as well as Eng- 
land, with great delight. Alexander Roſſe, a Scotchman, 
anſwered it in a book, intitled Medicus Medicatus ; but Sir 
Kenelm Digby thought it worth his time to make ſome 
Engliſh annotations upon it. It was printed at London in 
1642. 


Pſeudodoxia Epidemica; or, An Enquiry into ſuch common 
and vulgar errors, as ordinarily. paſs for received Truths. 
Firſt printed at London, ia 1646, and laſt in 1673, much 
enlarged by the author, with many explanations, additions, 
and alterations. This book was alſo anſwered by Alex- 
ander Roſſe, in his Arcana Microca/mi, and John Robinſon's 
Eudoxa. 


Urn Burial; or, 4 Diſcourſe of Sepulchrial Urns lately 
Found in Norfolk. Printed at London, in 1658. To 
which is added, The Garden of Cyras; or, The Quincunical 
Lozenge, and Network Plantations of the Ancients, Artifi- 
cially, Naturally, and Myftically confidered, with Otfer- 


Varieni. 
Certain 
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Certain Miſcellany Trads, No. 13. Printed at London, 
in 1686, With an Epiſtle prefixed by the Publiſher, Dr. 
Thomas Tenniſon, afterwards Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 
All theſe works, and ſome few more, were printed toge- 


ther, in folio, in 1686. 


Richard Foulſham, a Monk of the city of Norwich, 
was a perſon much beloved by Thomas Arundel, Archbi- 
ſhop of Canterbury, for his ſingular piety and extraordi- 
nary learning. It is probable he had been a great traveller; 
for all that we find of his writings is only two books of 
epiſtles, many of which are written to his correſpondents 
at Rome. He flouriſhed in 1410. 


John Stow, a Benediftine Monk of the monaſtery of 
St. Saviour, in Norwich, and Doctor of Divinity of Ox- 
ford. It appears by his works that he was at the Council 
of Baſil, Thoſe works are, The As of the Council at 
Ba il; Various Collections, and Solemn Diſputations, &c. 
He flouriſhed in 1440. 


John Mear, a Monk of Norwich, and Doctor of Divi- 
nity of Oxford, was a perſon of ſubtle wit fer explaining 
difficulties. He is ſaid to have been Divinity-reader in 
ſeveral monaſteries, and to have been a frequent preacher. 
His works were preſerved in the library of Norwich, till 
the ſuppreſſion of monaſteries; but now we have only 
theſe titles of them: On the Maſter of the Sentences and 
Sermons. When he died it doth not appear. 


Thomas Brinton, or Brampton, another Monk of Nor- 
wich, who had attained to ſuch an eminency for learning in 
the ſchools of England, that his fame was ſpread abroad 
beyond ſea, and he was ſent for by the Pope to Rome, 


where he often preached before him in Latin, and being 
0 firlt 
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firſt made his Penitentiary, was afterwards raiſed to the ſee of 
Rocheſter. His ſermons preached before the Pope were pub- 
liſhed with ſome others. 


Edward Browne, ſon of Si Thomas, born in Norwich, 
at firſt a great traveller, and after his return became a Fel- 
low of the Royal Society, and of the college of Phyſicians, 
(where he was Cenſor in 1683) and Phyfician in Ordinary 
to his Majeſty Charles II. He hath written and publiſhed, 
1. A brief Aecount ef his Travels in Hungaria, &c. with 
ſome Obſervations on the Gold, Silver, &c. Mines, Baths, 
and Mineral Waters in thoſe Parts. 2. An Account of his 
Travels through a great Part of Germany, in four Fourneys, 
Printed at London in 1679. 3. He has ſeveral Diſcourſes 
alſo in the Philoſophical Tranſactions and Collefions. And 
4. He has tranſlated the Lives of Themiſtocles and Sertorius 
out of Plutarch's Greek into Engliſh. Printed at London, 
in 1683 and 1684. 


John Goſlin, born in Norwich, was firſt Fellow, and | 


then Maſter of Caius College, in Cambridge, Proctor of 
that univerfity, and twice Vice-chancellor thereof, a gene- 
ral ſcholar, eloquent Latiniſt, and a rare Phyſician, in 
which faculty he was Regius Profeſſor. He was a great 
bene factor to Catherine-hall, beſtowing on it the Bull-inn, 
of conſiderable value, which being now added to the col- 
lege, makes it very ſpacious, which beforè was cloſe, and 
almoſt ſuffocating. He died in the Vice-chancellorſhip in 
1625. 


Robert Watſon was born in Norwich alſo. He was ex- 
cellently well ſkilled in the laws, and was Steward of 
the Courts of Archbiſhop Cranmer, as Bale tells us, De- 
ſeript. Brit. Cent. 9, No. $1. Being impriſoned for his 
religion in Queen Mary's time, he often diſputed, during 
his reſtraint, with ſeveral Papiſts concerning Tranſubſtan- 

tiation; 


1 
tiat ion; and having at length gained his enlargement, hg 
wrote a treatiſe in elegant Latin, (dedicating it to ſuch as 
with him had ſuffered baniſliment, or impriſonment, for 
religion) wherein he relates, he accidents of his life, 


Sir Peter Read, though not certainly known to be a na- 
tive or inhabitant of Norwich, yet may deſerve a place 
here, becauſe he lies buried in St, Peter's church there, 


having this inſcription on his monument : 
| \ 


« Hereunder lizth the corps of Peter Read, Eg. who hath 
aborthily ſerved not only his Prince and country, but alſo 
the Emperor Charles the Fifth, both at his conqueſt of 

' Barbary, and his fiege of Tunis, as alſo in other places, 


avho had given him by the ſaid Emperor the Order of Bar- 
bary, who died the 29th of December, in the year of our 
Lord God 1566.” 


If it be demanded why this title of Knight was not ſet 
on his tomb, but Eſquire only? It is anſwered, he was 


knighted by the Emperor, and Queen Elizabeth would . 


ſuffer no foreign honors to be worn by her ſubjects in 
her dominions, ſaying, Her ſheep ſhould be known by her 
ö mark only. Camb. Eliz. 


Thomas Spenſer, ſon of Leonard Spenſer, of Norwich, 
being from his youth addicted to learning and piety, be- 
came a Carthuſian at Henton, in Somerſetſhire, from 
whence he went to Oxford to go through a courſe of divi- 
nity. Being returned he wrote, 1. A Comment on the Ga- 
latians. 2. A Trialogue between Thomas Bilney and Hugh 
"Latimer, two Proteſtants, auith William Repps, afterwards 
Biſhop of Norwich, a Roman Catholic, in 1536. He died 
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in 1529, and was buried in his monaſtery, leaving behind 
him a rare example of piety. 


Henry Howard, youngeſt ſon of Henry Howard. Earl of 
Surrey, and brother to Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk, 
was born at Shottiſham. He was bred a ſerious Student for 
many years in King's College, Cambridge, and aftewards 
in Trinity-hall, where waving the advantages of an ho- 
norable birth, he proceeded by the ordinary ſteps to the 
degree of Maſter of Arts. He, by his diligence, became 
a great and general ſcholar, as he proved himſelf to be by 
his large and learned work, intitled, 4 Diſpenſation againſt 
the Poiſon of ſuppoſed Prophecies, which he dedicated to 
Sir Francis Walſingham, then Secretary of State to Queen 
Elizabeth, with what deſign is not known; but with what- 
ever it was, he lived privately all that Queen's reign ; but 
when James I. came to the Throne, he being noted for 
his learning, was drawn from his retirement, and highly 
preferred by that Prince; for in the iſt year of his reign 
he was conſtituted one of. his Privy-council, Warden of the 
Cinque: ports, and Conſtable of Dover-caſtle, and in the 
end of the ſame year advanced to the honor of a Baron of 
this Realm, by the title of Lord Howard, of Marnhill, 
and Earl of Northampton, and not long after appointed 
one of the Commiſſioners for exerciſing the office of Earl 
Marſhal of -England, and inftalled one of the Knights of 
the moſt noble order of the Garter, and a year or two af- 
ter made Lord Privy Seal : All which preferments being 
heaped upon him, not fo much for his noble pedigree, as 
for his learning, ſucked from the breaſts of his mother, the 
Univerſity of Cambridge, which relation obliged that learn» 
ed body to chuſe him their Chancellor. 


He 


* 


n 


He was left a younger b:zother's eſtate by his father, which 
was but ſmall, and before his preferments, by his eldeſt 
brother, Thomas Duke of Norfolk's death, was at one 
time reduced to fo low a fortune, that when he wanted a 
dinner in London, and had no money to buy one, he was 
forced to dine with Duke Humphrey in St. Paul's; but 
fortune changing in James's reign, he attained to great 
wealth, honor, aud command. He never married, and 
ſa not having children to provide for, he perpetuated 
his memory by noble and pious works, which is much 
the beſt way of uſing riches; for beſides a noble houſe 
at Charing-croſs, which he built for himſelf out of 
the ruins of a certain religious-houſe that ſtood there, 
called Rownceval, he founded and endowed an hoſpital for 
twelve poor women, and a Governor, at Caſtle-Riſing, in 
Norfolk, as is there related ; and another for twelve poor 
men, and a Governor, at Clun, in Shropſhire; and ano- 
ther at Greenwich, in Kent, for a Governor and twenty 
poor men, eight of which are to be choſen out of the vil. 


lage of Shottiſham, where he was born. 


Ile died at his houſe near Charing-croſs, June 15, 1614, 
and was buried in the church of Dover-Caſtle, under a 


goodly monument of white marble, with an epitaph, briefly 


comprehending what is before mentioned memorable of 
him in elegant Latin, either contrived or compoſed by 
John Griffith, his Secretary. 


Sir James Hobart, of Hales-hall, near Loddon, Attor- 
ney-general to Henry VII. who knighted him, with his ſon, 
the Prince of Wales. By his many charitable aad public- 
ſpirited acts, he deſerved well of the church, the common- 
wealth, and his country. Sir Henry Hobart, a Judge in 
James the Firſt's reign, was collaterally deſcended from 

45 Nin. 
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him, He was one of the firſt of the polite orators of his 
time, and his reports are eſteemed by the lawyers the beſt 
for ſmoothneſs of language. He was made a Baronet at 
the firſt creation, and ſtands the ninth in the lift, He was 
Attorney-general, and afterwards Lord Chief Juſtice of the 
 Common-pleas ; Chancellor to the Prince of Wales, Mem- 
ber in Parliament for Norwich, and Governor of the Char- 
ter-houſe. His deſcendant, Sir Henry Hobart, was ſeveral 
times Knight of the Shire for this county, but was 
Tome years ago killed in a duel by Mr. Le Neve. The 
Baronetage is now in the Right Hon. the Earl of Bucking- 
hamſhire. 


John Leman, an eminent fiſhmonger, ſon of John Le- 
man of Gillingham, was Lord-mayor of London in the 


year 1616. 


John de Thorp, born at Thorp-Abbots, was bred a 
Carmelite Friar in Norwich, and commenced a Doctor at 
+ Cambridge. Logic ſeems to have been his chief piece of 
| learning, in which he moſt delighted, for he wrote a book, 
which he intitled, The Labyrinth of Sophiſms, and another, 
which he called The Rule of Conſequences, for which he got 
the title among the academics of Doctor Ingenio/us : But 
Dr. Fuller ſays, if he was' ingenious he was not inge- 
nuous; to every pound of wit he had hardly a drachm of 
good nature; for he was of a cruel diſpofition, and a vio- 
lent perſecutor of William White, and other godly follow- 
ers of Wickliffe. He died 4 Dui. 1440. 


Sir William Le Neve, Clarencieux King of Arms, of 

' Aſlaton, was educated at Caius College, in Cambridge, 
and being made his Majeſty's ſervant, cloſely adhered to 
his cauſe, and often ran the hazard of his life in the civil 
Wars, in ſummoning garriſons to ſurrender to the King, 
and 


1 — 
and upon denial proclaiming them traitors, as well as loſt 
his eſtate. He was very ſkilful in his art, and made many 
collections of ceremonies, funeral- inſcriptions, &c. often 
quoted by Elias Aſhmole, Eſq. in his book of the inſtitu- 
tion of the Order of the Garter, He was in his latter 


days lunatic, and dying at Hodſden, was buried at St. Ben- 
net's Paul's-wharf, London, Auguſt 15, 1661, We ſup- 


poſe the late Peter Le Neve, Eſq. of the Herald' s- office, 
was deſcended from him. 


John Skelton, the King's Orator and Poet-laureat, is an 
Honor to Diſs, being the Miniſter of it. *Tis probable he 
was born in this county, becauſe it is well known there 
has been a family of that name long fixed here, but the 
place not being found out, we choofe to ſpeak of him 
where he. was Miniſter. Eraſmus, a man of unqueſtion- 
able judgment, gives this character of him in his letter to 
Henry VIII. Britanzicarum Literarum Lumen & Decas, i. e. 
The light and honor of the Britiſh learning. Indeed he 
was ſcholar enough, and no bad poet, unleſs for himſelf ; 
for giving himſelf too much to. ſatire, he created thans 
ſuch enemies as ruined him, both in reputation, liberty, and 
eſtate, William Lilly, the great, Schoolmaſter, and author 
of our Latin. grammar, he reflected upon as a had verſe- 
maker, to which Lilly replied, 


Sbeltone, dum tibi parare famam, 
Et doctus fieri, ſtudes poeta, 
Doctrinam nec habes, nec es poeta. 


That is, 


Milt Skelton thog to get eftrem, 
A learned poet fain wwouldſd ſeem, 


2 2 Skelton 
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Skelton thou art, let all men know it, 
Neither learned nor a poet. 


The Dominican Friars were very obroxious to his ſatirical 
pen for their vices, and he could not forbear exerciſing his 
wit upon them; but they would not bear any reproofs, 
much leſs his poetical ſcoffs, whereupon they ſtirred up 
Richard Nix, Biſhop of Norwich, to call him to account 
for keeping a concubine, which the Biſhop accordingly did, 
and ſuſpended him from his benefice for it. Cardinal Wol- 
ſey compleated his misfortunes, for he having inveighed 
againſt ſome of that great Prelate's actions, and charged 
him with too much truth, the Cardinal ſo proſecuted him, 
that he was forced to take ſanctuary at Weſtminſter, where 
Abbot Iſlip treated him with much reſpect. In this con- 
finement he died June 21, 1529, and was buried in St, 
Margaret's chapel, under a ſtone, with this epitaph on it: 


J. Skeltonus Yates Pierius hic fitus eſt. 


He foretold Cardinal Wolſey's downfal, and being 
charged with keeping a concubine, and having ſeveral 
children by her, he ſaid, in his conſcience he ever efteem- 
ed her for his wife,” though he did not declare it, becauſe 
fornication was thought a little fin, and marriage a great 
one. He wrote fifty ſeveral things upon ſeveral ſubjects, 
ſome of them whimſical enough, as on the Virgin of Kent, 
Sonnets 6n Dame Anne, Elenor Rummin, the famous Ale- 
wife, Colyn-Clout, &c. 


» 


We have the copy of a ſevere ſatire, intitled, Skelton, 
Laureate, againſt the Scottes,” on the battle of 3 


September 9, 1530, which concludes thus: 


« Of the out yles, the rough-foted Scottes, 
„We have well caſed them of the bottes, 


©. The 
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«© The tude rancke Scottes, like droncken dranes 
« At Englyſh bowes have fetched their banes; 
xc Tt is not fitting in tower or towne 


« A ſummer to were a Kynge's crowne. 

% Fortune on you therefore did frowne, 
Ve were to hye, ye are caſt downe. 

« Syr Summer, now, where 1s your crowne ? 
«« Caſt of your crowne, caſt up your crowne, 


% Syr Summer, now, ye have loſt your crowne. 
2uod Shelton, Laureate, oratour to the 


Kinge's moſt royal eſtate.” 


Sir Thomas Lovel, of Eaft Harling, Knight of the Gar- 
ter, Treaſurer of the Houſhold, and Preſident of the Coun- 


cil in the reign of Henry VII. 


Sir Thomas Gaudy, of Gaudy-hall, in the pariſh of Red- 
denhall, Serjeant at Law, and brother of Sir Thomas 


Gaudy, Knt. Lord Chief-juſtice of the King's-bench, and 
Sir Francis Gaudy, Knt. Lord Chief-jultice of the Com- 


mon-pleas, had a ſeat at Harling. 


Sir John Williamſon, Knt. one of the principal Secreta. 
ries of State in the reign of Charles II. built the town- 
houſe at Thetford at his own expence, and gave the corpo- 
ration a mace, and ſword, but it is not certain whether he 
was a native of the borough, or only repreſented it ia Par- 
hament, 


Sir John Knevet, Knt. of Buckenham-caſtle, was Lord 
Chancellor in the reign of Edward IH. and Thomas Lord 
Knevet, of Aſhwelthorpe, was a deſcendant of his. 


Thomas. 
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Thamas Weyland, of Oxburgh, Lord Chief-juftice of 
the Common-pleas in the 18th of Edward I, was, with, ſe- 


veral others of thę. Judges, baniſhed for his notorious 
bribery, by Parliament. 


Edward Barkham, the ſon of Edward Barkham, a dra- 
per, in London, was Lord Mayor ia the year 1621. 


Dr. Robert Burhill, or Burghill, Miniſter of North- 
wold, was bred in Corpus Chrifti College, Oxford, of 
which he was Probationer Fellow, and being in holy orders 
had this parſonage conferred on him, and not long after a 
reſidentiaryſhip in the church of Hereford, He was a per - 
fon of great reading and judgment, well verſed in the fas 
thers and ſchoolmen, a good linguiſt and diſputant. Sir 
Walter Raleigh much valued him for his great learning, 
and uſed his aſſiſtance in compoſing his Hiſtory of the 
World, His works anſwer his character, viz. Inwitatorias 
Panegyricut. Oxf. 1603, Reſponſio pro Tortura Torti, 
Lond. 1611. Aſertio pro Jure Regio. Lond. 1613; with 
divers manuſcripts in the Bodleian library, Oxford. 


Hubert Walter was born at Weſt Dereham, and being 
bred up under the famous Lord Chief-juſtice Glanville, be- 


came Dean of York in 1168. In 1188 he founded the 


abbey . of Weſt Dercham, and next year was prefer- 
red to the Biſhopric of Saliſbury. He was alſo one of 
the Barons of the Exchequer, and in 1193 became Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury; he was Lord Chancellor under 
Richard I. Legate to Pope Celefſtige IV. and Lord Chief- 


juſtice of all England, His uncle was Chief-butler of 


Ireland, from whom the noble family of Butler, Dukes of 
Qrmoud, are deſcended. No clergyman, before or after 
him, 


— 


( 179 ) 


him, had'ſo great power and authority, and no man ever 


uſed it with greater prudence and moderation, (a character 


ſeldom to be met With) being Prime Miniſter of Richard I. 


and King John, 

Sir William Fermor, of -Falt Darſbam, was à very fa- 
mous Knight in the reign of Henry VII. and built there 
a moſt ſtately palace, 


Sir Roger Townſhend, Knt. of Rainham, was one of 
the Juſtices of the Common-pleas in the reign of Henty 
VII. He was entered a Student of Lincoln's-inn, and 
elected a Governor and Lent-reader of the ſame, In the 
17th of Edward IV. he was called to the degree of Serjeaut 
at Law ; in 1480 ſummoned to be an Afſifant to the Houſe 
of Lords in Parliament; in the 1ſt of Edward V. King's 
Serjeant at Law, and next year he was appointed a Judge. 


He was Member in Parliament for Calne, in Wiltſhire, 


and died November 9, 1493. 


Sir Chriſtopher Mims, and Sir John Narborough, Kats. 
were born at Cockthorpe, a ſmall village near Wells, where 
"alſo Sir Cloudefley Shovel drew his firſt breath. Theſe 

three natives of Cockthorpe were great Admirals in their 
time. 


* 


Boadicea, Queen of the 7ceni, held her court at her pa- 
lace of Kenninghall: at the head of the Britons ſue at- 
tacked the Romans, burnt London, and maſſacred 70, ooo 
of its inhabitants; but ſoon after being Uefeated by Sueto- 
nius, poiſoned herſelf anno Dni. 59g. Hiſtory does not in- 
form us where ſhe was born. 


Anne 
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Anne Boleyn, Queen Conſort of Henry VIII. was born 
at Blickling, the daughter of Sir Thomas Boleyn, Earl of 
Wiltſhire, by a daughter of the Duke of Norfolk ; ſhe 
was married November, 1532, was crowned June 3, 1533. 
tried by order of the King on a charge of inceſt with her 
brother, and, though not guilty, convicted, and beheaded 


May 14, 1536, aged 29. 


Edwin, the Dane, came over with Canute, and marrying 
the heireſs of the Saxon Lord Thoke, became Lord of 
$Sharnbourne, which name he then took ; but this eſtate 
being given by the Conqueror to William Earl Warren, 
he ſo ably pleaded his priority of right, aud neutrality of 
conduct, in perſon before the Conqueror, that the King or- 
dered the inheritance of Edwin de Sharnbourne to be re- 
ſtored to him. This is an inſtance of temerity of the ſub- 
ject, and juitice of the Soverigu, not uſual in thoſe barba- 
rous times. This very ancient family are lately extin&. 


Of Sir Robert Walpole we need ſay nothing more than, 
that he was born at Houghton, Auguſt 26, 1674, and in 
1700 was choſen Member for Lynn-Regis, for which place 
he ſerved till 1742, excepting one ſeſſions, 1711, when he 
Vas expelled the Houſe. He filled the offices of a Lord of 
the Admiralty, Seeretary of War, and Treaſurer of the 
Navy, but was removed from his employments in 17 10. 
He came again into office in 1714, but in April, 1717, re- 
figned. In 1721 he held the ſame places again; was a 
Knight of the Bath, 1725 ; Knight of the Garter, 1726; a 
Governor of the Charter-houſe, 1727 ; and High- ſteward 
of Lynn-Regis, 1738. 


In December, 1741, he reſigned all his places at Court, 
and was created Earl of Orford,” &c. and died in London, 
March 18, 1746, aged 70. In the hundred of Gallow the 
reader 


. 
reader will find a more particular account of the life and 
family of this great Stateſman. 


Perſons of Note in this County, whoſe birth. 
place, or abode, are not known, or if 
known, not mentioned before. 


Gilbert Berkley was a native of this county, deſcended 
of the ancient barons of that name, as his arms ſnew. He 
was conſecrated Biſhop of Bath and Wells in the 1 of Eli- 
zabeth, and fat therein twenty-two years. He died of a 
lethargy, November 2, 1581, in the 8oth year of his age, 
and lies buried on the narth ſide of the communion-table 
in the Cathedral there, 


John Towers, born in this county, Fellow of Queen's 
College, in Cambridge, and Chaplain to the Earl of 
Northampton, who beſtowed on him the benefice of Caſtle, 
Aſhby, in Northamptonſhire, and further recommended him 
to his Majeſty Charles I. to be his Chaplain, by which 
means he came to be firſt Dean, and then Biſhop of Peter- 
borough in 1638. He was one of the Proteſting Biſhops, 
and ſent with the reſt to the Tower, where they all conti- 
nued (but the Biſhops Moreton and Hal!) eighteen weeks 
before they obtained their liberty ; after which he betook 
himſelf to his Majeſty at Oxford, and having remained 
there till the ſurrender of that place, he returned to Peter- 
borough, where he found his revenues all ſeized, and the 
people ſo ſet againſt him, that he was continually alarmed 
with threatenings and moleſtations to the time of his death, 
which happened but twenty-one days before his Royal 
Maſter's martyrdom. He underwent many and great af. 
fictions from the times, and felt great wants, having many 
Aa children, 
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children, and little to ſupport them; but he had learnt ts 
bear with patience what Providence brought upon him, and 
died in obſcurity, but was buried in the Cathedral. 


William Ward, father of Humble Lord Ward, a weal- 
thy goldſmith, of London, and jeweller to Queen Mary, 
was deſcended of an ancient family of that name in this 
county, He left a large eſtate to his ſon, Humble, much 
about the time that Charles I. fell into his diſtreſs by the 
unparalleled defection of his ſubjeQs, anne 1642, which 
this Gentleman taking as a ſeaſonable opportunity of ſhew- 
ing both his duty as a ſubject, and gratitude as the ſon of 
his ſervant, ſent ſeveral ſupplies of money to his Majeſty, 
which the King having then no way to requite hut confer- 
ring titles of honor, did, in conſideration that he had mar. 
ried Frances, the niece and heireſs of Edward Lord Dud- 
ley, firſt make him a Knight, at Oxford, January 24, 
1643, and then a Baron by the name of Lord Ward of 
Birmingham, March 23 enſuing. 


Sir Robert Venile, Knt. of whom Sir Richard Baker, 
Chren. 3 Ed. III. page 181, gives this account: Here 
muſt not be forgotten Robert Venile, Knt, a Norfolk man, 
who when the Scots and Engliſh were ready to give battle, 
a certain ſtout champion of great ſtature, commonly called 
Tournhall, coming qut of the Scotch army, challenged 
any Engliſhmen to meet him in a fingle combat. This 
challenge Robert Venile accepted, and in his march to- 
wards the champion, meeting a black maſtiff-dog, which 
waited. on the champion, he ſuddenly with his ſword cut 
bim in two at the reins, and afterwards' did more to the 
champion himſelf,” cutting his head from his ſhoulders.” 
Dr. Fuller tells us, “be could not by all his induſtry find 


- 
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this relation of ſo famous a man in any cer hiſtorian, and 
* the credit of it nee upon the author. 


Ed mund Gourney was born and beneficed in this coun 


ty, but the place is not known, He was bred in Queen's 
and Bennet's Colleges, Cambridge, where he commenced 
Bachelor of Divinity, He was an excellent ſcholar, and 
could be merry or ſerious as he pleaſed, but never was pro- 
phane towards God, or injurious to his neighbour, in his 
jieſts, and fo might be allowed to pleaſe himſelf, if he gave 
no one elſe cauſe of diſpleaſure. He was a ſound Anti- 
papiſt, as his books againſt Tranſubſtantiation, and upon 
the ſecond Commandment, both of them learnedly and 
judiciouſſy written, do teſtify. He died in the begin- 


ving of the civil wars. 
* 


Henry Walpool, elder brother to Michael and Richard 
Walpool, Jeſuits, was educated at Cambridge, and then 
thought to be inclined to Puritaniſm, but being retired 
from that Univerſity, became a zealous Roman Catholic, 
and going to Rome, entered himſelf into the Society of 
Jeſus in 1584, und being ſent into England in 1593, to 


make converts, he was ſeized on at his firſt entry, and im- 


priſoned at York, for denying the Queen's ſupremacy over 
the chureh of England, where while he lay, ſeveral books 
compoſed by him of a treaſonable nature were ſeized, as 
The Martyrdom of Edmund Campian, &c. of which being 
convicted, he was hanged, 'drawn, and quartered there, 


April 17, 1595+ 


William Stafford, a Norfolk man born, and nobly de- 
ſcended, was a Student of Chriſt Church, Oxford. He 
was # Member of the Houſe of Commons for a time, and 
wrote a little piece, intitled, An orderly and plain Narra- 


Flew of th: Beginning and Cauſes of this war, with @ conſci- 
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tious Reſolution againf? the Parliament Side, He died in 
Glouceſter-ſhire, About anno 1683, æt. go.; He left a ſon, 
John, father of Richard Stafford, author of a book, intitled, 
Of Happineſs, &c. Lend. 1689. 


The Author of the Magna Britannia, from whom we 
have ſelected the aforeſaid account of Eminent Men, has 


alſo a long liſt of perſons whoſe zeal for the cauſe of Pro- 
teſtiſm, during the furious reign of Queen Mary, ſubjected 


their perſons and eſtates to dire perſecution ; and, for their 
ſufferings, are ſtiled martyrs, This detail is followed up 


by a train of affliftions, impriſonments, confiſcations, 
maiming, burning, and all the evils concomitant with 
bigotry and ſuperſtition ; but we decline recording the par- 
ticulars of that accurſed inquiſition, judging it more for 


the honor of humanity and religion to bury ſuch diabglical 
proceedings in total oblivion, - 


Peers of Norfolk. 


We have before obſerved, that this county gives titles to. 
very few Peers of England. Many of the ancient Baro- 
nies are extinct, and the independent Gentlemen do not 
baſk themſelves in the ſun-ſhine of Court favor, elſe titles 
might ſpring up like muſhrooms.—The reign of James I. 
was the hot-bed of Nobility and Knighthood ! 


His Grace Charles Howard, Duke of Norfolk, is alſs 
Farl of Norfolk and Norwich; and Baron Howard of 
Caſtle-Riſing, in Norfolk. | 


His Grace Auguſtus Henry Fitzroy, Duke of Grafton, 
3s Viſcount Thetford, 1 Norfolk. 


The 
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The Right Hon. George Walpole, Earl of Orford, is 
Viſcount and Baron Walpole, and Baron of Houghton, 
in Norfolk. 


The Right Hon. John Hobart, Earl of Buckinghame 
ſhire, is Baron Hobart of Blickling, in Norfolk. 


The Right Hon. George Townſhend, Viſcount * 
ſhend of Rainham, is alſo Baron Townſhend of Lynn- 
Regis, in Norfolk 


The Right Hon. Horatio Walpole, Baron Walpole of 
Wolterton, in Norfolk. 


The Right Hon. Thomas de Grey, Baron Walſingham, 
in Norfolk. 


The Peerages of Norfolk now extinct are, 


/ NORFOLK. 


Hugh Bigot had a charter as Earl of Norfolk in the 
reign of Henry II. which, in the 35th of Edward I. re- 
yerted to the Crown, for want of heirs * 


Thomas Plantagenet, or de Brotherton, fifth ſon of Ed- 
ward I. had this Earldom conferred on him, and he dying 


in the 12th of Edward III. without iſſue male, his daugh- 
ter, Lady Margaret, was made Ducheſs of Norfolk for 
life, and died March 24, 1399. * 


Thomas Mn next inherited the Dukedom, but it 
was afterwards poſſeſſed by Richard Plantagenet, (in right 
of his wife) ſecond ſon of Edward IV. who died without 
Hue. | 12 


NORWICH. 


1 


NORWICH, 


Sir Edward Denny, Baron Denny of Waltham, was 
created Earl of Norwich by Charles I. 1626, and died 
Without heirs male. 


George Goring, Baron Goring, nephew of Sir Edward 
Denny, was created Earl of Norwich by Charles I. 16443 
but his ſons failed in iſſue. 


WALSIN GH AM. 


| Meleſinade Schulenbergh was created. Baroneſs of Wal. 
fingham, &c. April 7, 1722, by George I, She married 
the late Earl of Cheſterfield, and died in the year 1780, 
without iſſue. 7 ; 


Y ARM OUT R. 


Sir Robert Paſton, Bart. of Paſton and Oxnead, was 
created Baron Paſton and Viſcount Yarmouth by Charles 
II. Auguſt 19, 1673, and Earl of Yarmouth July 3o, 
1679; but his ſon, who ſucceeded him, died without male 
ſue. | 


Amelia Sophia Walmoden was created Baroneſs and 


Counteſs of Yarmouth, for life, by George II. April 4, 
1740, and died October 26, 1765. 


© Beſides theſe, we read of ſeveral Barons of this county 
who had ſummons to Parliament, whoſe titles are long 


fince loſt, 


- The title of Baron was called by the Saxons, Thane, and, 
In their language, ſignified man. Fendal Barons were the 
deſcendents of thoſe Barons, amongſt whom William the 
Conqueror divided the lordſhips and manors of this coun- 

a try, 
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my, to be held of him by Knight's ſervice, Barons of 
Parliament were ſummoned to ſit by the King's letter, 
which cuſtom began in the reign of Henry III. and his 49th 


year, anno Dni. 1265, was the epoch of the Houſe of 
Commons in England, The firſt Baron, or Peer, by pay 


tent, was created by Richard II. in his zd year, 1379. 


The dignity of Earl was given ia England long before 
the Conqueſt. The firſt creation of Duke, by Edward III. 
March 17, 1336; of Viſcount, by Henry VI. 1440. 


Baronets of Norfolk extinct, with the Date 
of their Creation, 


JAMES I. 


Hobart, of Intwood, May 22, 1611: created Baron Hobart 
and Earl of Buckinghamſhire, 

Knevet, of Buckenham, ditto. 

Townſhend, of Rainham, April 16, 1617 : created Barog 
Lynn and Viſcount Townſhend. 

Clere, of Ormeſby, February 27, 1620. 

Yelverton, of Rougham, May 31, 1620. 

Bark ham, of South-acre, June 28, 1623. 


Corbet, of Sprowſton, July 4, 1623, 


CHARLES I. 
Drury, of Riddleſworth, May 7, 1627, 
L'Eſtrange, of Hunſtanton, June 1, 1629, 
Holland, of Quidenham, June 15, 1629. 
Paſton, of Oxnead, June 8, 1641: created Baren Paſton and 
Earl of Yarmouth. - 
Palgrave, of Northwood-Barningham, June 24, 1641. 
Hare, of Stow-Bardolph, July 23, 1641. 
Potts, of Mannington, Auguſt 14, 1641. 


Pettugg 
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Pettus, of Rackheath, September 23, 164t. 
Crane, of Wood-Riſing, March 20, 1642. 
Denny, of Gillingham, June 3, 1642. 


I 
CHARLES II. | 

Ward, of Bixley, December 19, 1660. 

Bacon, of Gillingham, February 7, 1661. 

Dereham, of Weſt Dereham, June 8, 1661. 

Bickley, of Attleburgh, September 3, 1661. 

Gerhard, of Langford, Auguſt 16, 1662. 

Cooke, of Broome-hall, June 29, 1663. 

Gaudy, of Weſt-Harling, July 13, 1663.' . 

D' Oyley, of Shottiſham, July 29, 1663. 

Bateman, of How- hall, Auguſt 31, 1664. 

Glean, of Hardwick, March 6, 1665. 

Robinſon, of Dereham-Grainge. 


GEORGE I. 
Turner, of Warham, April 27, 1727. 


Baronets of Norfolk extant, with the Date 
of their Creation. 


; JAMES J. 
Sir Edmund Bacon, of Redgrave, in Suffolk, fince of Gar- 
boldiſham, now of Raveningham, Premier Baronet 
of England, May 22, 1611. 
Sir John Wodehouſe, of Wilberhall, now of Kimberley, 
ditto. | 
Sir Charles Mordaunt, of Little Maſſingham, now of Wal- 
ton, in Warwickſhire, ditto. | 
Sir Henry Mackworth, of Lynn-Regis, now of London, 
June 4, 1619. 


Sir 
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Sir John Berney, cf Park-hall, in Reedham, now cf Kirby- 
Bedon, May 5, 1620. 
Sir William Jerningham, of Coffey, October, 16, 1621. 


CHARLES. I. 


Sir Edward Aſtley, of Melton-Conſtable, January 21, 
1641. 

Sir William Caſtleton, of St. Edmund's Bury, Suffolk, 
now of Hingham, Auguſt 9, 1641. 

Sir William Kemp, of Gifing, now of Aylſham, March 
14, 1642. 


CHARLES u. 
Sir Richard Bedingfield, of Oxburgh, January 2, 1660. 


GEORGE I. 
Sir Lambert Blackwell, of Sprowſton, July 16, 1718. 


GEORGE II. 


Sir Thomas Beauchamp ProQor, of Langley, February 


20, 1745. 
Sir Haibord Harbord, of Gunton, March 22, 1764. 
Sir Martin Browne Folkes, of Hillington-hall, May z, 


1774+ 
Sir Alexander Leith, of Burgh St. Peter, November 11, 


1775. 
Sir i of Narborough, Auguſt 24, 1776. 
Baronets were firſt eſtabliſhed by James I. 1611, who 
created ninety in one day, May 22, to raiſe money. This 
is the only hereditary title below a Peer, and ſeems to an- 
ſwer to the feudal Baron of earlier times, when there were 
alſo Barons of Parliament, and Barons by patent. 
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The honor of Knighthood was firſt inſtituted in Eng— 
land anno Dni. 540; and in the 3gth of Henry III. 1255, 
all that had fifteen pounds a year were 6//ig:d to be Knight- 
ed, or pay a fine to be excuſed. The titie of Knight-ban- 
neret was firſt given by Conan, who commanded the Ro- 
man legiens in England, 383, and was much eſteemed, 
but is now obſolete. Knights-ſimple, or Bachelors, Equites 
Aurati, or Milites, do commonly receive that honor for 
ſome perſonal deſert. Knights of the Garter are the chief 
order in England, and were founded by Edward III. 1350: 
this high honor is ſeldom conferred but on Princes, Peers, 
and perſons of great eminence, Knights of the Bath were 
inſtituted by Henry IV. anno 1399, and is now the only 
military order in England. Knights of Nova-Scotia were 
eſtabliſhed after the charter of that colony was granted by 
James I. 1621. Some of thoſe Knights are now reſident 
in England. 


Of religious orders we find Knights Hoſpitallers to be 
the firſt, about 1092 ;—Knights of St. John of Jeruſalem, 
in 1113;—and Knights Templars, in 1128. The latter 
were aboliſhed by Edward II. in 1313, and their eſtates 
given to the Knights Hoſpitallers of St. John of Jeruſa- 
lem, who were alſo ſuppreſſed in England by Henry VIII. 
anno Duni. 15 40. 
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A Liſt of Perſons Names who were fit and 
qualified t be made Knights of the Royal 
Oab, with the Value of their F/lates, 
6149 Dni. 10660F. 


NOR F OL XK. 1. 
Wilitam Paſton, Eſq. of Paſton, - - 800 
Sir Charles Waldegrave, of Stanninghall, Knut. 
(afterwards Bat) - - 2000 
Chriltopher Bedingfield, Eſq. of Wighton, - 800 
Robert Wright, Eſq. - - - 1000 
Thomas Wright, Eig. of Kilverſtone, — - 1000 
John Windham, Eſq. of Felbrigg, - - 3500 
John Coke, Eſq. - - 7 1000 
John Nabbes, Eſq. - - - 2000 
Captain Henry Steward, - - 1000 
Sir Joſeph Payne, of Norwich, Kat, - 1000 
John Hobart, Eſq. of Blickling and Intwood, - 1000 
John Kendall, Eſq. of Thetford, - 1000 
Sir Thomas Meddowe, of Yarmouth, Knt. - 2000 
Chriſtopher Jug, Eſq. - - 1500 
Richard Nixſon, Eſq. - - - 1000 
Thomas Garrad, Eſq. of Longford (afterwards Bart.) 1000 
Bbz Oſburne 


From a M. ©, of the late Peter Le Neve. Eſq. Norroy. 

+ This order was intended by Charles II. as a reward to ſeveral of his 
followers ; and the Knights of it were to wear a filver medal, with a de- 
vice of the King in the oak, pendant to a ribbon about their necks; but 
it was thought proper to lay it aſide, leſt it might create heats and ani- 
moſities, and open thoſe wounds afreſh, which at that time were thought 
prudent ſhould be concealed, and as no liſt of them was ever publiſhed 
in Norfolk, we thought ſuch a curioſity would be acceptable, 


Total of the perſons in England qualified, 687, 


Oſburne Clarke, Eſq. — - - 1009 
Valentine Saunders, Eſq. - - =?” - / ans 
John Taſburgh, Eſq. - - 600 


Lawr. Oxborow, Eſq. of Hackbech-hall, in Emneth, 800 


_ — EEE — — — 


, The Editor of this GENERAL Hiſtory of Norfolk 
had prepared materials for an enquiry into the derivation 
of the names of towns, and of ſome principal families :—A 
gloſſary, or ſhort explanation of technical and provincial 
terms of law and cuitom :—The moſt remarkable tenures and 
cuſtoms by which lands, &c. are held: - Proverbs, phraſes, 
ſayings, local terms, ſentences, &c. peculizr to this coun- 
ty :—Eminent men now Lving, or lately deceaſed; and 
ſome other articles of 2% knowledge, which he intended 
to have added to thoſe given in the preceding pages ; but 
he found the impatience of ſabſcribers ſo great, and the 
clamor of bookſellers ſo inceſſant, that he, though very 
unwillingly, gave up the moſt pleaſing taſk of affording 
public inſtruction, to the narrow and mer:enary conſidera- 
tions of a few, who pay more regard to time than matter, 
and who think a writer has nothing more to do thin to 
deliver his work the moment he has made his propoſals 
known; or of ſome who, by way of Indulgence, only 
require to be ſupplied as readily as they can peruſe it. 


— — Yui alat formetgue poetam. 
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Lift of the Hundreds, with the Abbreviations 
uſed, and the Volume in which each is con- 


tained. 
Vorvue I. 
Plofeld 
Frothercrofs 


Clackcloſe 


VoLunes 1], | 
Clavering 
Depwade 
Diſs 
Earſham 


 VoLvume III. 


Blo. 
Bro. 
Clac. 


Clew., 
Dep. 
Diſs 

Ear/. 


Erpingham, North N. Erp. 


Erpingham, South S. Erp. 


Eynsford Eyn/. 
Volumes IV. 

Flegg, Eaſt E. Flegg 

Flegg, Weft N. Flegg 

Fore hoe Fore. 
Vor uu V. 7 

Freebridge-Lynn Fr. L. 


Freebridge-Marſhland Fr. M. 


Gallow 


Gall. 


4 


Voluus VI. 
Greenkoe, North 
Greenaoe, South. 
Grimſhoe 


Guiltcroſs 


| Voruu VII. 
Happing 

Henſtead 

Holt 

H umbleyard 

Loddon 


Volume VIII. 
Launditch 
Mitford 


Shropham 


VoLume IX. 


Smithdon 
Taverham 
Tunſtead 
Walſham 


Wayland 


' Voiume X. City and Count, of Norwich. 


N, Gr. 
S. Gr. 
Grim. 


Guilt. 


Index Villaris Norfolcienis. 


GENERAL IND. EX. 


Containing an alpliabetical LIST of all the TOWNS 
in this Hiflory, ſhewing the different HUNDREDS 
in which they lie, and the Page of the Hundred 
in which each TOWN is to be found. 


N. B. The Market Towns are printed in Capitals, and 
ſuch Places as ſend Members to Parliament are diſtin- 


guiſhed by this Mark“. 


A. 1 Avrskau, F. Erp. 7 
CLE, Wal/. 3 | Aylmerton, N. Erp. 14 
Alburgh, Ear/. 4 3 
Alby, S. Erp. 5 | Babingley, Fr. L. 64 
Aldeby, Claw. 3 | Baconſthorpe, 8. Erp, 27 
4 2 "$4 6 — "mp 4 7 
erford, Eyn/. 4 agthorpe, Gall. 
Althorpe, Gall. 29 | Bale, or Bathley, Holt 4 
Anmer, Fr. I. 7 | Banham, Guilt. 6 
Appleton, Fr. L. Fl Banningham, 8. Erp. GW - 
Antingham, N. Zip. 9 | Barford, Fore. 8 
— th Oi 4 Es _ 4 
Aſhby, V. Flegg arney, N. Gr. 2 
Aſhby, Led. : | Barnham Broome, Fore. 13 
Aſhill, Way. A 4 | Barningham (Little) S. Erp. 
Aſhmanhaugh, Tur/. 5 | 
£.ſhwelthorpe, Dep. 4 | Barningham (Northwood) N. 
Aſhwicken, Fr. L. 62 Erp. 17 
Aſlacton, Dep. 27 | Barningham (Town) N. Erp. 
ATTLEBOROUGH, Shrop. 5 | 21 
Attlebridge, Tav. 4 1 Barton Bendiſh, Clac. 8 


Barton 


( 


Barton Turf, Tun/. 20 
Barwick, Smith. 5 
Baſham (Eaſt) Gall. 5 
Baſham (North) Gall. 14 
Baſham (Weſt) Gall. 18 
Baſlingham, N. Erp. 26 


Baſtwick, V. Flegg 35 
Bawburgh, Fore. 16 
Bawdeſwell, Eyn/. 5 
Bawſey, Fr. L. 66 
Bayheld, Holt | 6 
Beckham (Eaſt) N. Erp. 28 
Beckham (Weſt) S. Erp. 57 
Bedingham, Lod. 6 
Beechamwell, Clac. 25 
Beeſton, Laun. 8 
Beeſton, Tav. 9 


Beeſton Sr. Laur. Tun/. 25 
Beeſton Regis, N. Erp. 31 


Beetley, Laun. 11 
Beighton, Wal/. 9 
Belaugh, S. Erp. 60 
Belaugh, Zyn/. 5 
Bergh Apton, Clav. 8 
Beſthorpe, Shrop. 42 
Bexwell, C/ac. 37 
Billingford Ear/. 9 
Billingford, ZEyn/. 12 
Billockby, V. Flegg 8 
Bilney (Eaſt) Laun. 13 
Bilney (Weſt) Fr. L. 68 
Binham, NV. Gr. 5 


Bintry, Eyn/. 144 
Bircham (Great) Smith. 6 
Bircham Newton, Smith. g 
Bircham Tofts, Smirh. 10 


Bittering, Laun. 15 
Bixley, Hen/. 9 
Blakeney, Holt 9 
Blickling, S. Erp. 63 
Blofield, Bo. 4 
Blo-Norton, Guili. 20 
Bodham, Hol: 17 
Bodney, S. Gr. Me 
Booton, S. Erp. 95 
Boughton, Clac. 44 
Bowthorpe, Fore. 24 
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Eracon Aſh, Hum. 


4 
}radenham (Eaſt) S. Gr. 6 


Eradenham (Weſt) S. Gr. 11 


Bradſield, Tun/. 28 
Bradiſton, Blo. 6 
Bramerton, Hen/. 19 
Brampton, S. Erp. 101 
Brancaſter, Smith. 11 
Brandiſton. Eyn/. 13 
Brandon Little, Fore. 31 
Breccles, Way. 10 
Brettenham, Sbrop. 5 
Bridgeham, Shrep. 54 
Briningham, Holt 19 
Brinton, Holt 21 
| Briſley, Laun. 18 
Briſſingham, D/ 4 
Briſton, Holt 22 
Brockdiſh, Zar /. 14 
Broomhill, Grim. 117 
Broomithorpe, Gall. 20 
Broome, Led. 11 
Broomholm, Tun/. 12 
Brooke, Claw. 15 
Brundall, Bl. 9 

Brunſtead, Hap. 
Buckenham, Is. 11 
Buck kN HAu (New) Shrop, 
52 


Buckenham (Old) Shrop. 66 
Euckenham Tofts, Grim. - 
Bunwel, Dep. 32 
Burlingham (North) 80. 14 
Burlingham (South) Blo, 17 


Burgh, Holt 24 
Burgh St. Peter, Clav. 93 
Burgh, V. Flegg 10 
Burgh, S. Erp. 112 


Burnham Depdale, Bro. 3 
Burnham Norton, Bro. 

Burnham Overy, Bro. 6 
Burnham Thorpe, Bro. 12 
Burnham Ulph, and Sutton, 


Bro. 14 
Burnham Weſtgate, Bro. 15 
Burſton, Di, 23 

Buxton, 
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X. 


Buxton, S. Frp. 
C 


Caftor, E. Flegg 
Caſtor, Hen/. 
Caldecote, S. Gr. 
Calthorpe, & Erp. 
Cantley, Bo. 
Carbrooke, Way. 
Carleton, Lod. 
Carleton (Eaſt) Hum. 


Carleton Forehoe, Fore. 


Carleton Rode, Dep. 
Caſtle Acte, Fr. L. 
*Caſtle Riſing, Fr. L. 
Caſton, Fay. 
Catheld, ap. 
Catton, 7 av. 
Cawſton, S. Erp. 
Chedgrave, Lod. 
Choſcley, Smith, 
Claxton, L od. 
Clenchwarton, Fr. M. 
Cley, Holt 
Clippeſby, V. Flegg 
Cockley Cley, S. Gr. 
Cockthorpe, N. Gr. 
Colby, S. Erp. 
Colkirk, Laun. 
Colney, Hum. 
Coltiſha!l, S. Erp. 
Colton, Fore. 
Colveſton, Grim. 
Congham, Fr. L. 
Corpuſtey, S. Erp. 
Colley, Fore. 

Cofton, Fore. 
Cranwich, Grim. 
Cranworth, Mit. 
Creak (North) Bro. 
Creak (South) Pro. 


Creſlingham, Great, 8. Gr. 
20 
Creſſingham, Little, S. Gr. 


C:impleſham, Clac, 
Cringleford, Hun. 
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24 
48 
19 


| Cromer, N, Erg. 


Croſtwiek, T av. 
Croitwick, Tun/. 
Crownthorpe, Fore. 
Croxton, Grizz. 
Crox:on, Gall. 

D. 
Darſin ham, F.. IL. 
Dalling, Field, A. Gr. 
Dalling, Wood, Ey. 


Deepham, Fere. 


enver, Clac. 
Denton, Ear/. 
Drau, Eaſt, Mit. 
Dereham, Weit, Clac. 
Dicklebu:gi, D. 
Dilham, Tur/. 
Dilliugton, Laun, 
Diss, Diſs 
Ditchingham, Lod. 
Docking, Smith. 


Doughton, Gall. 


DownnHam, Clac. 
Drayton, Tao. 
Dudlington, S. Gr, 


Dunham, Great, Laus. 
Dunham, Little, Laun. 


Dunſton, Hum. 
Dunton, Gall. 


E 
Earſham, Ear/. 
Eaſton, Fore. 
Eccles, Shrop. 
Eccles, Hap. 
Edgefield, Holt 
Edingthorpe, Tun. 
Egmere, V. Gr. 
Ellingham, Claw. 


Ellingham, Great, Shrop. 
Ellingham, Little, Way. 
Elmham, North, Laun. 


Elſing, Eyn/. 
Emneth, Fr. M. 
Erpingham, S. Erp, 


FAKENHAM, Gall. 


1 


— 
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Felbrigg, N. Zrp. 


Feimingham, 72. 40 
Felthorpe, Tav. 23 
Feitwell, Grim. 26 
Fersfield, Di/5 89 
Pildy, E. Flcgg 27 


Fincham, Clac. 87 


Fiſhley, I A/. 211 
Flitcham, Fr. L. 129 
Flordon, Hum. 31 
Fodderion, Clac. 109 
Fordham, Clac. 112 


Forncet St. Mary, Dep. 48 
Forncet St. Peter, Dep. 48 
Fouldon, S. Gr. 28 
Foultham, Zyn/. 20 
Foxley, Eyn/: 27 


Framlingham Earl, Hen/. 31 
Framlingham Pigot, Aen/. 


3 
Franſham, Great, Laun. — 
Franſham, Little, Laun. 22 
Freethorpe, Blo. 21 
Frenze, 0% 119 
Frettenham, Tav. 24 
Fring, Smith. 25 
Fritton, Dep. 94 
Fulmondeiton, Gall. 31 
Fundenhall, Dep. 97 

G. 

Garboldiſham, Guilt. 27 
Garveſton, Mit. 29 
Gaſthorpe, Guilt. 9 
Gately, Laus. 3 
Gateſend, Gall. 137 
Gayton, Fr. L. 137 
Gayton Thorpe, Fr. L. 140 
Gaywood, Fr. I. 142 
Geldeſtone, Clay. 21 


Gillingham All Saints, C/av, 
22 
Gillingham St. Mary, Clav. 


22 
Gimmingham, N. Ey.“ 57 


Giſſing, Di/ 124 
Glanford, Holt 39 
Es Cc 


44 Godwick, Laus. 67 
Gooderſtone, S. Gr. 32 
Greſham, N. Erp. 60 
Greſſenhall, Laun, 69 
Grimſton, Fr. I. 145 
Griſton, Way, 39 
Gueſtwick, Eyn/, 38 
Guiſt, Fyn/. 32 
Gunthorpe. Hol: 40 
Gunion, N. Erp. 63 

H 

Hackford, Fore. $2 
Hackford, Fyn/. 42 
Hadiſeoe, Claw. = ol 
Hadiſcoe Thorpe, Clav. 84 
Hales, Clav. 38 
Halvergate, Wal/. 16 
Hanworth, V. rp. 68 
Happiſburgh, Zap. . 13 
Hapton, Dep. 102 
Hardingham, Mit. 32 
Hardliev, Lod. 39 
Hardwick, Dep. 104 
Hargham, Shrep. 99 
HarLEesTON, Ear/. 82 
HaRkLIx o, Eaſt, Guilt, 54 
; Harling, Welt, Gutle. 70 
Harpley, Fr. L. 157 
Haſingham, Bo. 23 
Hauteboys, Great, S. Ep. 

: 18 
Hautebeys, Little, S. Erg. 
191 

Haynford, Tav. D 

Heacham, uit. 27 

Heckingham, Clav. 43 

Hedenham, Lod. 43 


Helhoughton, Galli. 34 


Helleſdon, Tav. 33 
Hellington, Led. 49 
Hemeſby, M. Flegs 
Hemlington, Va. 17 
Hempnall, Dep. 109 
Hempſtead. Heli 43 
Hempton, Gall. 36 
Hemſtead, Hap. 19 


Herringby, 
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Hethel, Hum, 33 
Hetherſet, Hum, 47 


Hevingham, S. Erp. 192 


Heveringland, Eynſ. 44 


Heydon, S. Erp. 201 
Hickling, Hap. | 22 
Hilborough, S. Gr. 34 
Hilgay, Clac. 116 
Hillington, Fr. L. 161 
Hindolveſton, Eyn/. 56 
Hindringham, N. Gr. 15 
HIN GUAM. Fore. 82 
Hockering Mit. 38 
Hockbam, Shrop. 104 
Hockwold, Grim. 41 
Hoe, Laun. 31 
Holkham, N. Gr. 18 
Holme, Clac. 15 5 
Holm Hale, S. Gr. * 41 
Holme next the Sea, Smith. 

31 
Hor, Holt 45 
Holveſton, Henſ. 34 
Honing, Tunſ. 45 
Honingham, Forez 108 
Horning, Tunſ. 49 
Horningtoft, Laun. - 84 
Horſey, Hap. 30 
Hors'ord, Tav. 41 
Horſham St. Faith, Tau. 47 
Horſtead, Tav. 54 


Hoveton St. John, Twnſ. 58 
Hoveton St. Peter, Tunſ. 6 


Houghton, Gall. 3 
Houghton, S. Gr. 43 
Houghton, N. Gr. 60 
Howe, Clav. 48 
Hunſtanton, Smith. 33 
Hunworth, Holt 55 
I. 
Ickburgh, Grim. 55 
Illington, Shrop., 111 
Ingham, Hap. 33 


Herringbv, E. Fegg 33 ! Ingoldeſhorpe, Smith, C5 


Ingworth. S. Erh. 213 
Intwood, Hum. 57 
Irſtead. Tun. 64 
Irmingland b. Erp. 217 
Iſlington, Fr. M. 40S 
Itteringham, S. Erp. 22 

Kelling, Holt 58 
Kempfton, Laun. 87 
Kenninghall, Guilt, 91 
Kerdiſtone, Eynſ. 57 
Keſwick, Hum. 61 
Ketteringham, Hum. 62 
Kettleſtone, Gall. 85 
Kilverſtone, Shrop. 114 
Kimberley, Fore. 117 
Kirby Bedon, Henſ. 36 
Kirby Cane, Clav. 51 
Kirſtead, Led. 52 
Knapton, N. Erp. 72 

8 

Lammas, S. Erp. 229 
Lang ford, S. Gr. 48 
Langham, Helt 64 
Langley, Led. 56 
Langmere, Ear. 28“ 
Larling, Shrop. „ 
Leſſingham, Hep. 45 
Letheringſet, Holt 67 
Letton, Mit. 42 


Lexham, Eaſt, Laun. 90 
Lexham, Weſt, Laun. 93 


Leziate, Fr. L. 62 
Limpenhoe, Blo. 24 
Lingwood, Blo. 26 
Litcham, Laun. od 
LoppoN, Lad. 64 
Longham, Laun, 106 


Lopham, Nerth, Guilt, 107 
Lopham, South, Guilt, 116 


Ludham, Hap. 6 
Lynford, Grim, 5 
Lyng, Eynſ. 60 

*LYNN- 


* Sce Dickleburgh, page 28, Diſs hundred, 


A_<s S222 oc Ss cc oc 


( 


eLYNN-REG1S, Fr. I. 167 

Lynn, South, Fr. L. 266 

Lynn, Weſt, Fr. M. 307 

Lynn, North, Fr. M. 395 
M. 4 


Mannington, S. Erp. 233 


Marham. Cac. 122 
Marlingfors, Fre. 145 
Marſham, S. I-rp. 239 
Martham, V. Flegg 25 
Maſiingham, Great, Fr. I. 

226 
Maſſingham, Little, Fr. L. 237 
Matlatk, N. Erp. 75 
Mattiſhall, A.. 45 
Mattiſhall Bergh, Mit. 52 
Mautby, E. Fl:gg 37 
Melton, Great, 1 2 


Melton, Little, Hum. 80 
Melton Conſtab'e, Holt 70 


Mendham, Kar. 39 
Merkfhall, Hum. 85 
Merton, Hay. 45 
Methwold, Grim. 68 
Metton, N. Erp. 77 
Middleton, Fr. L. 242 
Mileham, Lawn. 108 
Mintlyn, Fr. L. 251 


Morley St. Botolph, Fore. 149 
Morley St. Peter, Pre. 149 


Morſton, Holt 90 
Morton, Eyn/. 64 
Moulton, / all. 18 


Moulton All Saints, Dep. 119 
Moulton St. Michael, Dep. 


116 
Mourningthorpe, Dep. 121 
Mulbarton, Hum. 88 
Mundeſley, N. E-rp. 80 
Mundford, Grim. 80 
Mundham, _ 74 | 
Narborough, S Gr. 52 
Narford, S. Gr. 59 
Neatiſhead, Tunſ. 67 
Necton, S. Gr. 73 

EC 2 
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Needham, Eorſ. 39 
New ton: St. Faith's, Tav. 53 
Newton, Weſt, Fr. IL. 254 
Newton, Eaft, S. Gr. 76 
Newton Flotman, Hum. 938 
North old, Grim. 84 
Norton Pudding, Gall. 89 
Norton Subcorſe, Clav. 62 
O. 
Oby, V. Flegg 31 
Ormeſby St. Marg. E. 7 


Ormeſby St. Michael, E. z 
Ofmundeſton, or Scole, Dif 


145 
Overſtrand, N. Exp. 86 
Ovingten, ay. 58 

' Qulton, S. Exp. 243 
Outwell, Clac. 210 
Oxborough, F. Gr. 77 
Oxnead, F. Erp. 247 
Oxwick, Laun. 124 

| of 
Palgrave, S. Gr. 121 
Palling, Hap. 50 
Panxford, Half. 20 
Pa ſton. Tun, | 70 
Pateſley, Laun 126 
Penſthorpe, Gall. 88 
Pentney, Fr. L. 255 


Pickenham, North, S. Gr. 105 
Pickenham, South, S. Gr. 106 
Plumſtead, N. Erp. 90 
Plumſtead, Great, Bl. 27 
Plumſtead, Little, Bl. 30 
Poringland, Great, Henſ. 43 
Poringland, Little, Henſ. 47 
Poſtwick, Be. 39 
Potter Heigham, Hap. 17 
Pulham St. Mary, Earſ. 55 

Pulham St. Mary Mag. Ea 


55 
2 
Quarles, N. Gr. 62 
| Quidenham, Gui. 120 
Rackheath, 


> 8 
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R. 
Rackheath, Tav. 
Kanworth, Walſ. 
Raveningham, Clav. 
Kainham, Kaſt, Gall. 
Rainham, Weſt, Gall. 
Riirham, South, Gall, 
Redenhall, Ear. 
Keedham, Val. 
REEPHAM, Hynſ. 
Repps, W. Flegg 


Repps, North, N. Erp. 
Repps, South, NV. Exp. 


Reymerſion, Mit. 
Riddleſworth, Guilt. 
Ridlington, Tunſ. 
Ringland, Eyn/. 
Ringſtcad, Smith. 
Rockland, Henſ. 


Rockland All Sts. Shr-p. 
Rockland St. Andr. Sure g. 
Rockland St. Peter, Way. 


Rolleſby, V. Flegg 
Roudham, Shrop. 
Rougham, Laun. 
Roughton, N. Erp. 
Roxham, Clac. 
Roydon, Diſs 
Roycon, Fr. I. 
Rudham, Eſt, Gall. 
Rudbam, Weſt, Gall. 
Runcton Holme, Clac. 


Runcton, North, Fr. L. 


Runham, E. Fl: 
Runhall, Fre * 
Runton, N. Erp. 
Kuſhall Karſ. 


- Ruſhford, Guilt. 


Rufton, Eaſt, Hap. 
Rvburgh, G:eat, Gall, 


RyburgÞ, Little, Gall. 


lac. 

8. 
dabam Tony, Way. 
Sall, Eyn/. 
Salhouſe, Tav. 


Ryſton, C 


<. gas } - 


Salthauſe, 72 92 
Sandringham, Fr. I. 201 
Santon, Grim. G 
Saxlingham, Holt 95 
Saxlingham Nethergate, II.,. 

53 
Saxlingham Thorpe, Henſ. 5 3 


Saxthorpe, S. Erp, 275 
Scarning, Laun. 140 
8 „. Diſs 140 
Sco-Rufton, Turf, 88 
Scottow, 8. Erp. 251 
Scou!ton I ay. 75 
Scrathy. E. Flegg 54 
Scuithorpe, Gall. 126 
Sedpeford, Smith, | 76 
decthing. Lad. 59 
Sctchv, Fr. I. 264 
Shatrington, HI: 100 
Shelfanger, Difs 156 
Shelton, Dep. 129 
Sherford, Gall. 131 
| Sheringham, Upper, N. Erp. 
9 

Sheringham, Lower, N. Ep. 
55 97 

Shernbourne, Smith. 79 
Shimpling, Diſs 166 
Shingham, Clac. 186 


Shipubam, Mit. 59 
Shotteſham All Sts. Henſ. 60 
Shotteſham St. Mary, He». 79 
Shotteſham St. Martin, Hen. 


79 


Shouldham, Clac. 159 
Shouldham Thorpe, Clac. 174 
Shropham, Shrep. 136 
Siſland, Lad. 84 
Skeyton, S. Erp. 291 
Sloley, T unſ. 76 
Smalburgh, Tunſ. 79 
Snarehill, Guil:. 145 
Sneſterton, Shrop. 143 
| Snettiſham, Smith. 88 
Snoring, Great, N. Gr. 62 
| Snoring, Little, Gall. 132 


Somerton, 


* 


( 


Somerton, Faſt. V. Fl-ge 


Somerton, Wett, V. Fiegg 


Southacre, S. Gr. 
Souinberg't, Mit. 
Southrey, Clac. 
Suuthwood, BY. 
Sparham, Ey. 
Spixworth, Tav. 
Sporle, S. Gr, 
Sprowtton, Tav. 
Stalham, Hap. 
Stantield, Lun, 
Stanford, Grim. 
Stanhoe, Smith, 
Stinninghall, Tav. 
Starſton, Earſ. 
Stibbard, Gall. 
Stif key, N. Gr. 
Stockton, Clav. 
Stody, Holt 


Stoke Holv Croſs, Henſ. 


Stoke Ferry. Clac. 
Stokeſby, E. Fegg 
Stow Bardolph, (lac, 
Stow Bedon, ay. 
Stradſet, Clac. 


Stratton St. Michael, Dep. 


Stratton St. Mary, Dep. 


Stratton Strawleſs, S. Erp 


Strumpſhaw, B19. 
Sturſton, Grim, 
Sutheld, N. Erp. 
Surlingham, Henſ. 
Suftead, N. Erp. 
Sutton, Hap. 
SWAFFHAM,S. Gr. 
Swafjcld, Tunſ. 
Swainſthorpe, Hum. 
Swannington, Eynſ. 


Swanton Abbots, S. Erp. 


Swanton Morley, Laun. 
Swanton Novers, Holt 
Swardeſton, Hum. 
Syderfione, Gall. 
Syderſtrand, N. Erp, 


Wt 
4 


1 © 

Tacolneſton, Dep. 159 
Tatburgh, Dep. 166 
Tattertord, Gail. 136 
Tatterſ-t, Gall. 137 
Taverhim, Tau. 80 
Terrington St. John, Fr. M. 

309 
Terrington St. Cle nent Fr. M. 

316 
Tefterton, Gal. 139 
Tharfton, Dep. 17: 
Thelvcton, 37% 114 
Themilthorpe, Eynſ. 92 
*THETFORD, Shrop. 153 
Thurne, V. Flegg 50 
Thompſon, ay. 84 
Tt hornage, Holt 108 
Thornham, Smith, 118 
Thorpe Abbots, Earſ. 95 
Thorpe, Dif; 181 
Thorpe, Clav. 84 
Thorpe, Blo. 50 
Thorpe Market, N. Exp. 111 
Threxton, May. 93 
Thrigby, E. Fl:gg 61 
Thurgarton, N. Erp. Iis 
Thurlton, Clav. $7 
Thucning, Evaf. 93 
Thursford, N. Gr. 73 
Thurton, Led. 88 
Thuxton, Mit, 2 
Thwavte, Lad. 6 
Thwayte, S. Erp. 305 
Tibbenham, Dep. 178 
Tilney St. Laurence, Fr. M. 

317 


Tilney All Saints, Fr. M. 317 
Tilney with Iflington, Fr. M. 


300 
Titchwell, Smith. 119 
Tittleſhall, Laun. 158 
Tivetſhall St. Margaret, Diſ; 
170 

Tivetſhall St. Mary, Diſs 1 
Toft, 


: — 1 4A 


% * 
| 
p 
: « 


1 


Toft, Weſt, Grim. 108 
Ton Monks, Clav. 90 
Toftrees, Gall. 141 
Topcioft, Ld. 91 
. hill, — 209 
Tot. gton, as 97 
Trimu TIM 118 
Trou fe 2 4, K. 227 10 
Trunch, N. Erp. 119 


Tuddenham, Lal, . . 8 
Tuddenham, North, it, 87 


Tunſtall, alſ. 36 
Tunſtead, Twnſ. 85 
Tui gon, S. Erp. 308 
Twiford, ban, 95 
Upton, Wall. 48 
Uywell, Clac. 210 
W. 

* «borne, Tal. 110 
W.cton All Saints, Dep. 192 
Wacton St. Mary, Dep. . 190 
Wale te, Hep. 67 
Wallington, wich Thorpland, 
Ctac. 238 
Walpole &. Peter, Fr. A. 
333 


Walpole St. Andrew, Fr. M. 


5 


324 
WAISsu AM, North, Turf. 90 


Walſham, South, Valſ. 43 


Walfingham, Old, N. Gr. 74 
WALSINGHAM, Liule, N. 
Gr. Ro 
Walſoken, Fr. AJ. 338 
Walton, Kaſt, Fr. I. 269 
Walton, Weſt, Fr. 1M. 346 


Warham, N. Gr. 96 
Waterden, Bro. _ 
Watlington, Clac. 245 
WATTON. Þ ay. 103 
Waxham, Hep. | 71 


Peter, Laun. 
170 
Weaſcnham All Saints, Laun. 


Weaſcnbam St. 


176 | 


a 


* 


cum Broomhill, 


Weeting, 

Grim, 113 
Welborne, Fre. 162 
Wellingham, Laun. 179 
Wellney, Clac. 259 
WELLs, N. Gr. 104 
Wendling, "It 183 
Wereham, Clac. 260 
Weſtacre, Fr. I. 274 
Weſtbriggs, Clac. 24 
Weſtfield, Mit. 8 
Weſton, Eynſ. 98 
Weſtwick, Tun. 100 
Whetacre, Clav. 3 
Whinbergh, Mit. 8 
Whiſſonſet, Laun, 191 
Whitwell, Ey 50% 102 
Wickhampton, Hal. 47 
Wicklewood, Fre. 162 
Wickmere, $. Erp. 312 
Wiggenhall St. Mary, Fr. N. 

557 
Wiggenhall St. Mary Mag. 
Fr. M. 303 


Wiggerhall St, Germain, Los 
AT. 353 
Wiggenhall St. Ptr. Fr. A. 367 


Wiahton, N. Gr. 1 
Wilby, Shrop, 201 
Wilton, Grim. 52 


Wimbottiſham, Clac. 273 
Winch, Eait, Fr. I. 283 
Winch, Weft, Fr. I. 288 
Winfarthing, Diſs 182 
Winterton, W. Flegg 52 
Witchingham, Great, _ 


Witchingham, Little, . 


10 
Witlingham, Hen. — 
Witton, Blo. 58 
Witton, Twnſ. 104. 
Wiveton, Holt 117 
Wolferton, Fr. L. 289 
Wolterton, S. Erp. 320 
Woodbaftick, all. 49 


Woodnorton, 
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Woodnorton, Eyn/. 140 | Wrenningham, Hum. 116 
Woodriting, Mit. 2 | Wretham, Eaſt, Shrop. 199 
Woodton, Led. 97 | Wretham, Wett, Skrop. 195 
Wootton, North, Fr, IL. 291] Wretton, Clac. 293 
Wootton, South, Fr. L. 292 Wroxham, Tav. 88 
Wormegay, Clac, 278 | WVY MON DRAM, Fore. 1718 
Worttead, Tunſ. 199 p 

Worthing, Laun. 197 |} *YaRmoUTa, E. Flegg 64 
Wortwell, Earſ. 82 | Yaxham, Ait. 99 
Wramplingham, Fore, 168 | Yelverton, Hen. 109 


Directions for placing the Cuts. 


VOLUME I. 
Map of Norfolk —at the beginning of the General Hiftory. 


9 
Tacolneſton Hall,. —Depwade — — Pace 161 
Scole Inn Sign, —D:/5 — — 144 
Earſham Hall, Karſham _ — 39 
Redenhall Church, Ditto — — — 71 
h X VSO II. 

Parningham Hall, —— North Erpingham — 24 
View of Cromer, Ditto — — 36 
Felbrigg Hall, Ditto — — 55 
Gunton Church, Ditto — — 66 
Hanworth Hall, Ditto — — 72 
View of Beeſton, &c. from Sheringham, — Ditto — 100 
Baconſthorpe Hall, — Sou Erpingham, — 49 
i ckl ing Hall, Ditto — — 90 
Heydon, Ditto — — — 210 
Irmingland Hall, Ditto — — 224 
Wolterton Hall, Ditto — — — 325 

Wood-Dalling, —Fynrsford — — 1 
l 1 9 oy 
Caſtor Caſtle.— E Flegg — _ 18 
View of Yarmouth, Ditto th — 64 
Coſſey Hall, —Forehoe - - - 55 
Eaſton Lodge, Ditto - - - 80 
Wymondham Abbey, Ditto - - 20 

. | 

Map of the Fens,—Freebridge Hundred and Half 17 
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SM Pag 
Caſtle Acre Caftle, —PFreebridge * 55 
—ů —Monaſtery, Ditto — * 8 3 
Riſing Caſtle, Ditto — 8 103 
View of Lynn-regis Ditto — 167 | 
Middleton Caſtle, Ditto ws 242 | 
Head of Sir Robert Walpole,—Gatlow  « 45 | 
Houghton Houle, Diitto 3 >6 49 | 
T-Q 1 VI. © 
Binham Priory, — North Greenhoe 3 7 | 
Holkham Hall, Ditto — * 30 | 
Walſingham Priory, Ditto - « 88 | 
—— Friary, Ditto 94 | 
Hilborowe Park-houſe,—South Greenhoe - 35 
Head of Sir Henry Spelman, Ditto - 54 
i. V In VII. 
Bixley Hall Ten fd TY — - 12 
Plan of the Yenta Icenorum, Ditto * — 22 
Kirby Bedon, | © 1-0. "We - 39 
Melton Conſtable, — Holz - a n 83 
VOL. VII. 
Head of Sir Edward Coke, —Launditch - 368 | 
Ditchingham Hall, —Lo4don - — 39 | 
Quebec Caſtle, —M:7f:rd - - 20 | 
Letton Hall, Ditto - - — 46 | 
Buckenham St. Andrew' g, ——Shropham — 76 
Amulets of the Druid Prieſts, Ditto - 155 | 
Emboſſment of a Daniſh Shield, Ditto — 197 | 
V-0-£ IX. | 
King Edmund landing at Hunfanton, —Smithdon 34 
Head of Sir Roger L. Eiiwange, Ditto 9 
Mount Amelia, : 8 Ditto a 8 
Broomholme Priory;—Tunjlyad: . — 1 185 12 
Beeſton Houſe, Ditto — Ing: IB 28 
Weſtwick Houſe, Ditto - - 103 
V O L. 4 
View of Norwich, — Woravich, — to face Introduction. 
Map of Norwich, Ditto - = I 
Kett ſitting under the Oak, Ditto © - 120 
View of the Cathedral, Ditto — 225 
Erpingham Gate, Ditto — — 240 
Norwich Caſtle, Ditto - 302 
Gurney's Bank, Ditto 379 
Norfolk and Norwich Hoſpital, Ditto 494 
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HUNDRED of BLOFIE LD. 


N R.KENMH E crown had the lordſhip of this hun- 
N I dred, and Henry I. directed his writ t) 
35 T X Ralph Baſſet, and Aubrey de Ver, to 
"Wee * 1 the ſheriffs and barons of Norfolk, cer- 
N tiſying his grant to Eborard biſhop of 
Norwich, for life, of one hundred ſhillings per aun. 
out of the profits and iſſues of this hundred, and 


that of Wallham. 


Sir William de St. Omer farmed theſe two hun- 

dreds, iv the 3 ad of Henry III. at gl. per ann. and 

| in the gd of Edward I. fir William lett them at 241. 
Per ann. together with that of Taverham. Nicho- 

* * las 
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las de Caſtello, of Raveningham, farmed them at | 
the king's pleaſure, in the 1oth of that reign. 


The jury; in the 15th of Edward I. find that 
John Blaber, of Attlebridge, took ſanctuary in the 
church of St. Mary in Norwich, in the liberty of 
the prior of Norwich; and that he confeſſed himſelf 
a thief: but the ſaid church, though in the liberty 
of the prior, was in the precinct of Blofield hun- 
dred, and not in the city liberty, as appears from 
the records and rolls of Nicholas de Turri, and his 
aſſociates, late itinerant juſtices; and that the whole 

pariſhes of St. Matthew, St. Helen, St. Martin, and 
St. Paul, in Norwich, were in Blofield hundred, and 
not in the liberty of the city; that Notten- row. 
Tombland, and all the land to the river Wenſom, + 

| Norman's land, or Paul's hoſpital, Holm-ftreet, and 

| St. Giles's hoſpital, were all in the ſaid hundred be- 

| fore the charters” of the king granted them to the 

| 


city, which had no hamlet or village belonging to 
it, out of its walls or ſuburbs, but Heigham. 


Sir John de Clavering held this hundred of the 
crown, in the gth of Edward II. And James I. by 
{etters patent, dated December 22, in his 4th year, 
granted to fir Charles Cornwallis, knt. the hundred 
* of Blofield, with all the rights and profits, paying 
7 for the ſame the rent of bl. 10s. 4d. per ann. 


| The hundred of Blofield is bounded on che north- 
| eaſt by the hundred of Walſham, on the north-weſt 


| by Taverham, and on the ſouth by the river Yare, ( 
N which parts it from the hundreds of Henſtead and 5 
| Clavering. It extends from Biſhopgate-bridge in { 


the city of Norwich eight miles in an eaſt direction 
| to Lingwood. The length of this hundred, from 
the north-weſt to the ſouth-caſt, where it is bounded { 


by 
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by the river Yare, is about twelve miles, and it is 
in breadth between three and four. 


Blofield hundred contains the following towns, 
according to the poll in 1768 : 


1 

Blofield - 5 & 2 
Bradeſton - - 1 1 2 2 
Brundall - - 0 0 1 1 
Buckenham = ws: 0 1 1 
Burlingham North - © 0 1 
Burlingham South - 0 0 0 0 
Burlingham St. Andrew 2 0 
Cantley - 1 1 8 8 
Freethorpde 4 4 2 2 
Haſingham 0 0 1 1 
' Limpinhoe - = 1 1 1 1 
Lingwood =< = 0 1 5 4 
Plumſtead Great 97-4 0 0 0 
Plumſtead Little 1 1 5 5 
Poſtwick cum Catton 4 4 1 1 
Southwood = - 1 1 2 2 
Strumpſhaw - " SY 
Thorpe = JT 
Witton „ 0 3 0 a 


| 


A 
| 
| 


0 
0 
0 
— 
100 

* 
9 
(SS) 


There is a ferry over the river Yare in this hun- 
dred, at Buckenham, about ſeven miles from Nor- 
wich, on the great road that leads from Strumpſhaw 
to Loddon, | 


There was antiently a deanry, with its proper 
deans, collated by the biſhop: of Norwich. The 
| deanry 
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deanry ſtill retains the name of Blofield, but no 
deans have been collated for above two centuries 
paſt; and this hundred made part of the ſaid 


deanry. 


On an appeal of death, in the King's Bench, in 


the g8th of Henry IH. the deſendant pleaded chat 
he was a clerk, and would not anſwer; and J. R. 
then dean of Blofield, came into court on behalf of 
the biſhop of Norwich, and demanded him, as a 
clerk of Norwich dioceſe, by letters patent of che 
biſhop, teſtifying that he conſtituted J. R. to re- 
quire and receive him of the court as a clerk of his 
dioceſe; and he was delivered to J. R. the couit 
ſpeaking to him, that he ſhould exbibit quick and 
fall juſtice to him in the court eccleſiaſtical, accord- 
ing to the laws eccleſiaſtical.— This ſhews the man- 
ner, at that time, of pleading the benefit of the 


clergy. a 


There is no market-town in this hundred, proba- 
bly from its lying ſo near Norwich and Yarmouth, 
and between boch. 


BLOFIELD is a pleaſant village, at the diſtance 
of fix miles and a half from Norwich to the eaſt, 
upon the turnpike-road to Yarmouth. The Globe 
inn in this town is much reſorted to by the citizens 
of Norwich, when a receſs from buſineſs will per- 
mit them to enjoy the pleaſures of a cool retreat. 
The 'gardens, hop-grounds, and . bowling-green at 
this place, are much admired, 


This town was at the ſurvey one entire lordflip, 


poſſeſled by William de Beaufoe, biſhop of Thet- 
lord, in his own right, as a lay-fce. -- Almar biſhop 


of Elmham was lord in king Edward's reign, and, 


Part 


Ms ft ef © Md mod fin 
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part of the Conqueror's, till deprived in 1070, He 
is ſaid to have been a married prieſt, and to have 
held it in right of his wife, being her portion. 


On the death of this biſhop it came to the epiſco- 
pal ſee by his donation, and was eſteemed the head 
of the barony of the ſee of Norwich, and held in 
capite of the biſhop by the antient family of de Ca- 
teſton, or Cawſton. Sir Robert de Cawſton ap- 
pears to have held it about the year 1236, and 
claimed, in the biſhop's right, to fiſh, to cut reed 
in any part of the town, and fen lying againſt Wit- 
ton, and ſealed with the Holy Lamb, 


In the 15th of Edward I. the biſhop claimed free 
warren, &c, in his demean lands, In the ſee it re- 
mained till the .exchange of lands made between 
Henry VIII. in his 27th year, and biſhop Rugg, by 
act of parliament, Feb. 4, and then was veſted in 
the crown: and the faid king, on June 20, in his 
g2d year, granted it to fir Thomas Paſton, in con- 
ſideration of other lands, together with the patron- 
age of the church. 


In this family it continued many years, Edward 
Paſton, eſq. being lord and patron in 1640, 


In Doomſday-book the town is wrote Blaſelda, - 


from its ſcite near a river, and gives name to the 
hundred: thus we find Blakeney in Norfolk, Blaken- 
ham and Blaxhall in Suffolk, Blakeſley in Nonh- 
amptonſhire, Blakenhall in Cheſhire, and Blabey in 
Leiceſterſhire, all thus ſeated by ſome conſiderable 
water : alſo Blore in Staffordſhire, and Blo-Norton 


B The 


* Parkin, 


in Norfolk.“ 
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The church is a rectory, and dedicated to St. 
Andrew. 


The patronage was in the biſhop of Norwich in 
1303; and in 1349, February 6, William Bateman, 
biſhop of Norwich, reſerved the profits of this rec- 
tory, by papal authority, to the uſe of his table for 
life, but applied them to the building of 'Trinity- 
hall in Cambridge. | 


In 1735, the Rev. Philip Candeer, who had pur- 
chaſed the advowſon of the living, was preſented to 
it by Mr. James Park, and ſoon after fold the ad- 
vowlon to Gonville and Caius college in Cambridge 
for 10901. as then reported; and the college on his 
deccaſe, 1769, preſented the Rev. Mr. Carlos, the 
preſent rector. 


Brorit.pd Deanry. Stephen Nally occurs dean 
in 1347, and is the laſt mentioned by Parkin. The 
deamy contains thirty-three pariſhes, eighteen of 
which arc in the hundred of Bloheld, and fifteen in 


Walſham. 


BRADISTON, BravesToN, or BRAVDESTON. 
William de Beaufoe, biſhop of Thetford, held this 
town in fee at the ſurvey, of which Edric, a free 
man, and captain of king Edward the Confeſſor's 


ſhip, was deprived. 
5 Edric, who was deprived by the Conqueror, fled 


into Dacia, and was outlawed. Guido, who was 
ſeneſchal to the biſhops Herbert and Eborard, (who 
poſſeſſed it in right of their ſee) by the gift of Beau- 
foe, was enfeofted of it about the year 1095: his 
delcendents aſſumed the name of De Breideſton. 


Adam 


FLO n 7 


Adam de Breideſton was lord, and patron of the 
church, and father of Thomas de Breideſton, who 
was living in the reign of king John, and left 
three daughters and co-heirs; Egidia, married to 
John de Cawſton. Olivia, to Robert de Boynton, 
both living in the 24th of Henry III. as teſtified by 
a fine; and Elizabeth, the wife of Robert de Blom- 
vile. Olivia and Elizabeth dying without iſſue, the 
whole eſtate came to fir John de Cawſton, father of 
ſir Robert. | 


Sir John de Cawſton poſſeſſed it in the gth of Ed- 
ward II. and one of the ſame name preſented to 
this church in 1346. Sir Robert died lord about 
1350; he had two daughters and co-heirs, Margery; 
who married fir Robert Carbonel, and Mary, (or 
Alice) the wife of William Faſtolf, who died with- 


out illue. 


Sir Robert Carbonel was lord in the gd of Ri- 
chard II. and dicd Sept. 14, 1398, in the 21ſt of 
that king. 


Sir John Carbonel, his ſon, by his teſtament, da- 
ted on Friday next after the feaſt of St. Martin, 14 23, 
gives to Marcaret, wife of his ſon Richard, a cham 
of gold; to Richard, his filver veſlels, jewels, and 
goods in ſeveral manors; mentions his lordſhips of 
Brayds ſton, Cawſton, Shipdham, Weſt-Tofts, Hap- 
ton, Tibbenham, Briſingham, Ryveihale, Metton, 
and Antingham in Norfolk; Baddingham, Saxham, 
Dalinghoe, Creting, and 3l. 7s. rent per ann. in 
Cratfield. Suffolk. He was allo lord of Penſthorpe, 
Strumpſhaw, Wilby, Witon, and the Nh 


in Norfolk. 
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Sir Richard, his ſon, is ſaid to have died abroad 
in 1429; the lady Margaret in 1431, and their only 
{on ſoon after, | 


Thomas Peck, clerk, was appointed truſtee for 
the eſtate of this family, and in the 10th of Henry 
V. he enfeoffed fir Robert Brews, John Fitz-Ralph, 
&c. on the feaſt of St. Philip and James, Great 
part of which eſtate came to the Berneys, as heirs by 
marriage. 


John Berney, eſq. ſon and heir of Thomas Berney 
and Margaret, daughter and heir of fir William de 
Reedham, by his will, dated in 1440, inherited this 
lordſhip, &c. and ordered his Koftees to make an 
eſtate of it to Thomas his ſon, by Elizabeth his wife, 
daughter of fir John Heveningham. Thomas mar- 
ried Elizabeth, daughter of John Clipſby, eſq. and 
by his will, dated on Thurſday next after the feaſt 
of. St. George, 1441, appoints his wife to have a 
third part of this manor, &c. for her jointure. In 
this family it remained, till ſold to fir James Ed- 
wards, bart. about 1700, 


The lady Edwards poſſeſſed it in 1717; after this 
1t was in fir Lambert Blackwell, bart. and his heirs 
held it in 1740, with the patronage of the church. 


Carteret Leathes, eſq. was lord in 17335, and pre- 
ſented to the church in 1738 and 1764. 


The church is a rectory, dedicated to St. Michael. 
The length of the church is about twenty-two 
yards, the breadth ſeven yards; is a ſingle pile, has 
a little ſquare tower, about forty-hye feet high, with 
three bells; alſo a chancel, which, with the church, 
is covered with lead, ; 
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In the chancel a grave-ſtone, with a braſs plate: 
Hic jacet Oſbertus, Alias Jon. Berney, Armig. de Red- 
ham Dn. et de Brayſton. 


On another; Hic jacet Ricus. Berney, filius Joh. 
Redham. | 


In 1764, the Rev. William Nelſon was preſented 
by Carteret Leathes, eſq. to this rectory. 


BRUNDALL, or BRUNDALE, is pleaſantly ſi- 
tuated by the banks of the river Yare, and on the 
road leading from Reedham to Norwich; ſeven 
miles from the latter, 


On the expulſion of Godwin, a freeman, the 
Conqueror on his acceſſion to the crown gave it 10 
Ralph Guade, earl of Norfolk, who was deprived 
as a rebel; and at the ſurvey Gilbert, captain of 
the, crols- bowmen, held it. Gilbert was allo. lord 
of Tunſtall in Walſham hundred, Shropham in 
Shropham hundred, and Shelton in Diſs hundred. 


The antient family of de Sancto Omero, or St. 
Omer, were lords of this village in the 6th of king 


John. 


Sir Thomas de St. Omer, in the 2oth of Henry 
III. held it by half a ſee of Roger Fitz-Roger. 
William de St. Omer, in the 38th of that king, 
had a grant of a fair here and in Mulbarton, with 
free warren, being then with the king in Gaſcoigne 
in France: fir Thomas his ſon and heir, in 1275 
was a jullice itinerant with Simon de Grey, in Cam- 


bridgeſhixe, 


Iu 
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In the 47th of Edward III. Thomas Waryne and 
Elizabeth his wife conveyed their right in this ma- 
nor, &c. to fir William Hoo and Alice his wife, by 
whom he had fir Thomas, his fon and heir, In 
1386 he was governor of the caſtle of Oye in France, 


and died in 1410, aged 76. 
Thomas Wetherby, eſq. of Norwich, by his will 


dated November 12, 1444, ' gives it to Margaret his 
wife, remainder to John Winter, eſq. and John 
Jenney, elq. conveyed it, in the 17th of Edw. IV. 
with the advowſon, to Henry Collet, eſq. citizen and 
alderman of London, from the heirs of Elizabeth, 
daughter and heir probably of Wetherby. Sir James 
Hobart, attorney -general, purchaſcd it of fir Henry 
Collet, in the reign of Henry VII. and gave it to 
Miles Hobart, his ſecond fon, who was lord in the 
13th of Henry VIII. and died lord in 1357. Henry 
Hobart, eſq, was lord and patrcn in 1395, and fir 
Thomas Hobart in 1614, as was fir Miles Hobart 
in 1628. Aſter this, Edward Myleham, gent. and 
Andrew Cleach; in 1701, William Hewar, eſq. of 
Clapham in Surry; and William Hewar in 1742, 
lord and patron, 


The church is a reQory, dedicated to St. Lau- 


YCnce, d 


The Rev. Mr. Norwood Sparrowe was preſented 
by the biſhop by lapſe, and died rector of this pariſh 


January 31, 1779. 


The biſhop of Norwich's manor of Bradiſton ex- 
tended into this town, and had the ſame lords as 
Bradiſton ; and there was a chapel belonging to it, 


dedicated to St. Clement, valued with the rectory of 
| Bradiſton, 


S 11 


Bradiſton, the rector being inſtituted and preſented 
to Bradiſton, with the chapel of St. Clement. 


BUCKENHAM, alias Bucxexnam-Ferey, takes 
its name from its {cite on the river Yare, over which 
there is a ferry here. Bo and Ken beſpeak a wind- 
ing or bending ſtream of water. 


At the ſurvey there were three lordſliips in this 
town; the principal was in Roger Bigot, anceſtor to 
the earls of Norfolk, who held it of the abbcy of 
Bury, to which it b<longed in the reign of the Con- 
fellor, and was enſeoſſed of it by Baldwin, abbot 
of Bury, in the time of the Conqueror. | 


Ralph Water, or Guader, earl of Norfolk, had a 
fee, but ſorfeiting it on his rebellion againſt the 
Conqueror, he ſcifed upon it, and it was granted al- 
terwards to Roger Bigot. 


Theſe two fees being thus in the Bigots, earls of 
Norfolk, the family of the lords. de Monchenſi feem 
to be enfeolled of them by the Bigots, and were held 
by many of the Monchenſi's. 


In 1319, Gilbert Loyel preſented, and John de 
Ratleſden in 1357. 


In 1390, fir Richard Stury preſented ; and about 
1395, thoſe two fees ſeem to be in the tenure of one 
lord, and united, or at leaſt the right of advowlon 
belonging to theſe fees was in one. 


Sir Henry Ingloiſe was lord 1447; by his will in 
1450 orders it to be fold ; and his ſon, Robert In- 
gloiſe, eſq. with Alianore his wife, convey it to 


William de Norwich in the 35th of Henry VI. with 
chat 
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that of Haſingham. Aſter this it came to fir John 
Jermy, ſen. who in his will ſtiles himſelf of Buck- 
enham-Ferry, dated October 24, 1487, requires to 
be buried in the church of St. John, of Metfield; 
and gives to the church of St. Nicholas, of Buck- 
enham, three ſhillings and four-pence ; and to the 
fabrick of every church whereof he was patron 
twenty ſhillings; to Margaret his wife this manor 
for life, with the advowſon, and that of Hafing- 
ham, with a meſſuage called Lightfotys; after to 
be ſold, and the money diſtributed to pious uſes. 


In the jth of Henry VIII. John Flegg, gent. 
and Margaret Idle, widow, convey it to fir Ralph 
Verney. In the goth of that king it was ſettled by 
Edward North, eſq. and Richard Giffard, gent. on 
Thomas Godfſalve, ſen. of Norwich, and Elizabeth 
Potkyn, widow, whom he intended to marry, with 
twenty meſſuages and lands here, and in other towns. 
This Thomas died lord, September 7, in the gbth 
of Henry VIII. and lord of Haſingham, Loddon 
and Heckingham, lately belonging to Langley ab- 
bey; two parts of Ingloiſe and Waſhingheld manors 
in Loddon, Hardley manor, &c. 

By Elizabeth Potkyn he had two ſons ; the eldeſt, 
fir John Godſalve, was with Henry VIII. at Bo- 
loigne, in the war with France; comptroller of the 
mint, in the gd of Edward VI. His portrait is in 
the cloſet at Kenſington. —Of this family was Chriſ- 
topher, who in ſerving king Charles I. loft 7oool. 
and was near being hanged ; and after employed in 
the, navy office, in Charles II.'s reign, dying about 
1 | 


Sir John was created knight of the carpet, at the 
coronation of Edward VI. 
After 
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After this, Mr. Alcock, who married a Sotherton, 
was lord ; and Denny, elq. who married Al- 
cock's daughter, enjoyed it in 1660: he conveyed 
it to fir Thomas Foote, bart. from whom it came to 


the Onſlows, of Surry; the lady Elizabeth Haſtings 


poſſeſſed it, and ſold it to Richard Berney, elq. 
lord and patron in 1740, 


In the 15th of Edward I. the jury ſind that the 
cauſeway here to the ferry was common for men, 
horſes and carriages, and was broke, much to the 


damage of the whole country, and William de Fel- 


mingham, William de Weſtmere, Ralph de Lang- 
wode, John de Ratleſden (who was a minor) ought 
to repair it, and were amerced. 


William de Beaufoe, biſhop of Thetford, had 
alſo a lordſhip, granted him by the Conqueror. At 


the death of biſhop de Beaufoc it came by his grant, 
with many other lordſhips, to the fee of Norwich. 


Walter Suffield, biſhop, had a charter for free war- 


ren, in the 3th of Henry III. as lord: the family 
of de Cawſton had an intereſt in it under the bi- 
ſhops ; and the lord Bardolph, as a member of the 
biſhop's capital manor of Bloheld. 


In the gd of Henry IV. Hugh Rightwiſe, John 
Bole, and their parceners, held lands; and Thomas 
de Hindringham, of the lord Bardolp oh, and he of 
the biſhop : likewiſe lands of the — by the 
{ame tenure, 


Sir Thomas Kerdeſton, in the 26th of Henry VI. 
appears by his will to have the third part of the 
profits of the paſſage at this ferry, which came to 
him by deſcent, and the rent of à quarter of great 
lalt * by the tenants. | 
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In Buckenham-hall were the arms of Nokes im- 
paling Godſalve.—Godfalve and Townſhend, —God- 
ſalve and Shelton. —Alſo Blundevile and Godſalve. 


The church is dedicated to St. Nicholas. 


BURLINGHAM- NORTH, St. Andrew with St. 
Edmund. William de Beauſoe, biſhop of 'Thet- 
ford, had a grant in fee of the greateſt part of this 
town, of which three freemen were deprived, who 
poſſeſſed it under the commendation only of Almar 


biſhop of Elmham, in the reign of the Confeſſor. 


| Biſhop Beaufoe gave his fees in Burlingham to 
his ſucceſſors, the biſhops of Norwich, and ſeveral 
lordſhips aroſe out of theſe fees, which lordſhips 
were in the ſee of Norwich, and held by the biſhops 


in capute, 


The antient family of de Cawſton were lords of 
a manor, held of the ſee of Norwich in the reign 
of Henry III. From the Cawſtons it came with 
the advowſon of St. Andrew's church, to fir Robert 
Carbonel ; from them to the Berneys, ſo to ſir 
James Edwards, bart. and the heirs of fir Lambert 
Blackwell, bart. poſſeſſed it, with the patronage of 
St. Andrew's church, in 1740. It afterwards was 
purchaſed by Carteret Leathes, eſq. who preſented 
as lord and patron to the churches of St. Andrew 
and St. Edmund, in 1741 and 1751. 


The lords Bardolph, barons of Wormegay in 
Norfolk, were allo enfeoffed of a lordſhip under the 
biſhops of Norwich : George de Felmingham was 
found in the 2oth of Henry III. to hold half a fee 
of the lord Bardolph, and that lord of the biſhop. 
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In the 3d of Henry IV. Hugh Rightwiſe, and 


John Boole, &c. held it of the aforeſaid lord, by 


half a fee. Hugh died in the 1gth of Henry VI. 
and John his ſon and heir had livery. To this ma- 
nor belonged the patronage of St. Peter's church. 


WALCOTE-HALL, or Dauvuseny MANOR. In the 


10th of Richard I. Thomas de Walcote was living, 


and had an intereſt here; and in the 41ſt of Henry 
III. the advowſon of the church of North Burling- 
ham St. Andrew, was granted to the daughter of 
Thomas de Walcote : Alexander de Walcote was 
lord in the gth of Edward II. and 15th of Edward 
HI. anno 1341. It was afterwards in the poſſeſſion 
of ſeveral lords till about 1430, when William and 
Robert Cavendiſh for 4ol. confirmed it to William 


Daubeny. 


Henry Daubeny, gent. in the goth of Hen. VIIT. 
ſold it to fir Chriſtopher Heydon, and in the faid 
_ he conveyed it to Richard Gilbert, of Burling- 

am, gent. was buried in the church of Burlinghain 
St. Andrew, in 1348. Thomas Gilbert, a deſcend- 
ent, was lord in the 19th of James J. but dying 


f. Pp. the daughters and co-heirs of Richard Gilbert 


ſold it, in 1634, to William Berney, eſq. of Elſing, 
and ſo came from them to Edwards, Blackwell, and 
Carteret Leathes, eſq. as above. 


William de St. Clair held a manor in North Bur- 
lingham, and ſold in the 57th of Henry III. by fine, 
all his right, to William de Hevingham, in this 
town and South Walſham. Adam ſon of John de 
Brancaſter, the other heir of Nicholas le Butler, 
conveyed alſo his right to Guy de Botetourt. 
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In the gch of Edward II, and the 2oth of Ed- 
ward III. John Stoneware had part of a fee of the 


biſhop. Sir John Fallolf poſſeſſed it in the gd of 


Henry IV. 


There is a very good capital manſion-houſe in 


this town, late in the poſſeſſion of ——— Birchin, 
elq. with a property of abont Sool. per ann. He 
dying unmarried, bequeathed the eſtate by will to 
the late Jeremiah Boroughs, eſq. of Wymondham, 
who married bne of his ſiſters; but through ſome in- 
formality of the proceedings of the attorney and 
the executor, the will was ſet aſide, and his ſiſters 
came in as joint co-heirefles to the eſtate. The late 
judge Whitaker, who married one of the ſiſters, 
and the preſent Charles Buckle, eſq. ſteward of the 
corporation of Norwich, who married the mother of 
Mr. Birchin, had great merit in recovering the eſtate 
to an equal divihon amongſt the ſiſters: they were 
indeſaticable in fecing juſtice done to the young la- 


dies, and that great and upright judge, lord Cam- 


den, (late Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain) 


confirmed their right. 


'The church of St. Andrew, in North Burlingham, 


is a rector y. 


On a monument in the church. — — Deo Trino, 
et Un: Sacrum. —Secundum Chriſti Redemploris adven- 
tum ſub hoc tumulo exheciat Gregorius Mileſiam, filius 


Roberta Muileham de Birlingham, Gener. qui cum ex, 


Anna uxore, char iſſima filia Milli. Bayſpoole de Toft, 


Gener. unum filium, filiamq: unam ſuſcepiſſet pie in 
Chriſto obdormroit 8 die Apr. Ae. ſalutis 1615, Atatis 


ſue 64.—Edw. Mileham, filius mæſliſſimus patri optimo. 


el chariſſimo, officioſe N et memorie ergo hoc monu- 
mentum pojutl, 
In 
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In this town of North Burlingham was alſo the 
church of St. Edmund, a rectory. 


The preſent rector is the Rev. Mr. Iſaac Batzil, 
preſented in 1751, by Carteret Leathes, eſq. to Bur- 
lingham St. Andrew and St. Edmund, conſolidated 


April 24, 1741. 


In the 4th of Edward I. fir Stephen de Strump- 
ſhaw, knt. fold the advowſon to the lord William 
Bardolph by tne; and the ſaid lord gave it, in the 
13th of that king, with three acres of land, to the 


priory of Caſtleacre, in exchange for the advowſon 
of che church of Weſtbriggs. 


On the diſſolution of Caſtleacre priory, it was 
conveyed by the prior to king Henry VIII. in his 
£9:h. year; and in the ſaid year, on December 22, 
granted to the duke of Nor folk, 


BURLINGHAM, SOUTH. Biſhop Beaufoe had, 


by the grant of the Conqueror, the greatelt part of 
this town, which he held in fee. 


The lord Bardolph's manor extended into this 
town, and the Felminghams. The Rightwiſes, alſo 
the families of De Hindringham and Gernoun, held 
under him, 


The Burlinghams had a lordſhip. — The Burling- 
ham family held this manor moſt of the reign of 
Henry III. From the Burlinghams, in proceſs of 
time, it came to the Bradiſtons, Cawſtons, Carbonels, 
lo to Berney, Edwards, and fir Lamber Blackwell's 
heirs, and ſo to Carteret Leathes, ctq. of Bury St. 
Edmund's in Suffolk. 
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In chis town is the church of St. Peter, a rectory. 


The king had a lordſhip at the ſurvey, which 
Godric his ſteward took care of, held by a freeman 
of Ralph Stalre.—This Ralph was earl of Norfolk, 
and after outlawed as a rebel, 


This was granted ſoon after the ſurvey to Roger 
Bigot, anceſtor of the carls of Norfolk. 


In the 8th of Richard II, Margaret counteſs of 
Norfolk, &c. aliened to the prior of Weybridge in 
Acle, a meſſuage and ninety-two acres of land in 
South and North Buckingham, &c. 


At the diſſolution, on March 29, anno 1533, 24th 
Henry VIII. Richard Fulmerſton, eſq. had a grant 
of wy held here by the priory of Weybridge; and 
in the 1ſt of Edward VI. Catharine Borough died 
ſeiſed of a manor, and ſixty acres of land, in South 
Burlingham, held of the biſhop of Norwich, by 
knight's ſervice, and of his manor of Strumpſhaw. 


The Rev. John Panchen was preſented to this rec- 
tory by the univerſity of Cambridge in 177g. 


CANTLEY. Godric, the Conqueror's ſteward, 
took care of this town at the ſurvey, of which Ralph 
Stalre was deprived, lord in the reign of king Ed- 
ward, 


NETHERHALL, alias BarDoLen's MaNxorg Ralph 
Stalre, a Saxon thane, had large poſſeſſons and lord- 


ſhips of his own, belides what he held of the abbot 


_ of Holme, &c. Soon after the ſurvey it was granted 
from the crown to the noble family of de Gournay, 


Hugh de Gournay, a Norman baron, was a witneſs 
to 
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to the foundation deed of the abbey of Caen in 
Normandy, in 1084, founded by the Conqueror ; 

and Hugh de Gournay was lord in this town in the 
7th of Richard I, Julian daughter and heir of the 
lord Hugh de Gournay, brought it by marriage to 
William lord Bardolph, of Wormegay, who in her 
right was lord in the 38ch of Henry III. and had 


then a grant of free warren, 


In the gd of Edward I. anno 1273, the lord 
Bardolph had the lete, view of frank-pledge, the 
aſſiſe, &c. and in the 12th of that king a charter for 
an annual fair, on the eve, the day, and morrow of 


the feaſt of St. Margaret the Virgin, July 28. 


Thomas lord Bardolph being attainted and execu— 
ted, for his rebellion in the reign of Henry IV. ſir 
William his brother held this, but not his barony 
of Wormegay, in the hundred of Clackcloſe. It 
came after to William lord Beaumont, and on the 
death of William lord viſcount Beaumont, in 1507, 
to the crown. Henry VIII. on July 5, in his 6th 
year, granted it to fir Wilham Arundel, lord Ma- 
travers, with the manors of Stow-Bardolph, Strump— 
ſhaw and Scratby, Henry, ſon and heir of Willt- 
am earl of Arundel, (who died in che 35th of that 
king) had livery of it, who conveyed it to the 
crown, and in the gd and 4th of Philip and Mary, 
on January 2. in the ſaid year, this lord[hip was 
given to . Gawdy, eſq. who preſented to this 


church in 1564 : fir Thomas Gawdy, knt. judge of 


the Common Pleas, died ſeiſed of it in the goth of 
Elizabeth; and Henry was his ſon and heir, after- 
wards knight of the Bath. In 1650, Thomas Gaw- 
dy, eſq. was lord, and preſented ; but in 166g, fir 


Thomas Rant; and fir William Rant in 1690 and 


170g. 
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After this it came to the Harbords, and Harbor 
Harbord, elq. was lord and patron in 1720, On 
his deceaſe it came to his nephew, Capt. Morden, 
the late ſir William Harbord, bart. and knight of 
the Bath, and ſo to the preſent ſir Harbord Harbord, 
whoſe ſather was created a baronet by the late king, 
George II. | 


This manor, as alſo the manor of Strumpſhay, 
was in William ſon of fir John Philip, af Donning- 
ton in Suffolk, who was in the 16th of Henry VI. 
created lord Bardolph, having married the daughter 
of Thomas lord Bardolph, and being lord cham- 
berlain to the king. 


Urnatrt Manor took its riſe from the grant of 
Hugh de Gournay, (capital lord of the town) ta 
Roger Botetourt ; which he held of Hugh in the 
13th of Henry III. anno 1229. 


Sir Guy de Botetourt had the aſſiſe in the 3d of 
Edward I. and held it of the lord Bardolph as part 
of the honor of Gourpay; and in the 33d fir Guy 
ſettled it on his ſon William: in the 12th of Edw. 
IT. it was fettled on William de Botetourt, and 
Maud his wife, in tail. 


John fon and heir of Thomas de Botetourt, was 
living in the 2d of Edward III. and John ſon and 
heir of fir John de Botetourt, was lord in the 4oth 
of Edward III. 


In the 2d of Henry IV. ſir Hugh Burnell and Jo- 
cola his wiſe, by their feoffees ſettled this manor, 
with that of Upton in Norfolk, and manors in Wor- 
ceſterſhire, Staflordſhire, Warwickſhire, and in Bucks, 
on their wrullee, John Rome, clerk ; many of which 
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lordſlnps came to Thomas de Botetourt, by the 
marriage of Joan, ſiſter and co-heir of John lord So- 
mery, and ſo to her fon, fir John; but his fon, 
John Botetourt, leaving only a danghter and heir, 
Jocoſa, ſhe brought them by marriage to fir Hugh 
Burnel. John Rome, their truſtee, in the aforeſaid 
year conveyed this lordſhiip. and that of Upton, to 
ſir Thomas Erpingham. Margaret, the other ſiſter 
of Jocoſa, and co-heir of John lord Somery, of 
Dudley, married John de Sutton, and was lord 
Dudley, 


In the 12th of Henry VI. Nicholas Witchingham 
died lord, and left Wilham, his fon and heir by 
Alice his firſt wife, and by Joan his ſecond, Ed- 
mund Witchingham, of Wood. riſing, who by Alice 
his wife, daughter and heir of John Faſtolf, of Fiſh- 
ley, had 1. daughters and co-heirs: Amy, mar- 
ried to ſir Richard Southw ell, in whoſe right he was 
Jord of the town ; and Frances, married to fir Wil- 
liam Mull, of Harſcomb in Glouceſterſhire, who in 
the 16th of Edward IV. conveved this manor of 


Uphall to Richard Southwell, elq. 


'In the gych of Henry VIII. fir Richard Southwell 
convey ed it to John Godlalve, elq. and fir John 
Godſalve died poſſeſſed of it in the gd and 4th of 
Philip and Mary. After this it was in the Stedes ; 
William Stede had livery of it about the 24th of Eli 
2abeth, anno 1582, 


The 1 is a rectory dedicated to St. Margaret. 
The Rev. Thomas Morden, brother to the late fir 
Wm, Harbord, was preſented to this rectory in 1736. 


FREE THORPE. At the ſurvey the king was 


lord, and Godric took care of it far him, with Lim- 
penhoe : 
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penhoe and Halingham. William de Beaufoe, bi- 
ſhop of .Thetford, had a grant of ſome lands here 
from the Conqueror in fee. 


Soon after the ſurvey this was granted from the 
crown, and Robert Fitz-Roger, lord of Horsford, fa- 
ther of fir John Clavering, held it zz capite in the 
reign of Richard I. 


In the reign of Henry III. Roger Fitz-Peter and 
Edward de Eynsford bad lordſhips here, in South- 
wood, and Limpenhoe, held of Robert Fitz-Roger. 


In the gd of Edward I. anno 1275, fir Reginald 


Fitz-Peter Fitz-Oſbert, and William de Eynsford, had 


the lete aud aſſiſe. Reginald died in the 14th of 
that king; Jane his widow had aſſignment then of 
dower, and John was his fon and heir, and his lord- 
ſhip was valued at* 161. per ann. and the heirs of 
Gerard de Eynsford had a lordſhip in the 20th of 
Edward 111. 


Dionyſia Clere, widow, was found to hold late 
Eynsford's, of the heirs of Robert Ufford, by half 
a fee, in the 3d of Henry IV. and in Limpenhoe 
and Southwood: in the family of the Cleres, of 
Ormeſby, it remained many years, and came after to 
the Berneys. Lady Eljz. Clere preſented in 1630. 
—ln 1673, Richard Berney, eſq. was lord, and 
preſented to the church in that year and in 1692; 
after this the Edwards held it, and ſir James Ed- 
wards, bart about 1720; and fir Lambert Blackwell, 
bart. whoſe heirs had it, in 1740; and ſo to*Carte- 
ret Leathes, eſq. the preſent lord and patron. 


Arnold de Mounteney had alſo a lordfhip here 
and in Halingham, in che reign of Henry III. in 
. | the 
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the ſame family it was found in the 20th of Ed- 
ward III. and in the gd of Henry IV. 


The church is dedicated to All Saints, and was 
a rectory. On the grant of it to St. Faith's priory of 
Horſham, a vicarage was appointed. The preſen- 
tation was ſometime in the crown and the biſhop ol 
Norwich. 


The Rev. Moſes White was preſented by George 
II. in 1752; and in 177; Carteret Leathes, eſq. 
preſented the Rev, Edward Leathes to this vicarage 


HASINGHAM, or HASSINGHAM. The Con- 
queror had a lordihip, which Godric, his ſteward, 
took care of for him at the ſurvey ; of this Ralph 
Guader, earl of Norfolf, was deprived for his re- 
bellion. * 


Roger Rigot, anceſtor of the earls of Norfolk, 
had a grant of it from the crown, and was held of 
that family, with the manor of Buckenham-Ferry. 


Adam de Ratleſden was lord of it in the reign of 
Henry III. After the Ratleſdens, William de Bra- 
ham poſſeſſed it, and had ſucceſſively the ſame lords 
with Buckenham-Ferry, the lady Haſtings ſelling it 
to Richard Berney, eſq. who was lord and patron 
in 1740, 


The biſhop of Norwich had allo a lordſhip here. 


his manor of Buckenham extending into this town. 


Arnold de Mounteney had an intereſt here in the 
20th of Henry III. and held lands of Robert lord 
Fitz-Walter. John de Haſingham, in the g4th of 
that king, held the moiety of a meſſuage, and lands 
of inheritance. 
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In the th of Edward II. fir Arnold de Mounte- 
ney had a Jordſhip; and held here, in Plumſtead 
Parva, and Freethorpe, a fee of the ear} of Ruts 


land: 


Nichclas Peyion, of Þiiby, in the 2 1ſt of Henry 
VII. held this manor of Haſingham, as appears 
om a rental, 


The church of Haſingham is a rectory, and was 
annexed to Buckenham, October 2, 1739. The 
Rev. Furnivall Bowen was preſented by the late fir 
Wrm. Beauchamp Proctor, bart. of Langley, 1768. 


LIMPENHOE. On the forfeiture of Ralph earl 
of Norlclk it came to the crown, and Godric took 
care of it for the king at the ſurvey, 


This was granted from the crown after the ſur— 
vey, and held by ſeveral lords, and the chief ma— 
nor was given to Flaald, lord of Milcham. 


Richard de Dunham, in the zd of Richard J. 


anno 1192, owed five marks to have his right for 


10]. land here, aud in Southwood, againſt Reginald 


de Haſlings. 


Roger Fitz-Peter, and Edward de Eynsford, had 
jord{i1i; 's in the reign of Henry III. Gerard de 
Ey nsford was lord in che 14th of Edward II. when 
a marih which he had here, is faid in a record 
to be bounded ſouth on the river Wenſom; this is 
mentioned, the general part of writers calling it the 
arc, or Hier, at this place. 


Dionyſian de Clere enjoyed it, lately the heirs of 
(zcrard de Eynsſord, of the heirs of Robert de Uf- 
ford, 
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ford. From the Cleres it came to the Berneys, and 
ſo to ſir James Edwards, bart. and to ſir Lambert 
Blackwell and his heirs, who were patrons of this 
church, and that of Southwood in 1742, and to 
Cartaret Leathes, elq. 


Arnold de Mounteney had alſo an intereſt here, in 
Henry III. 


William de Scohies had a lordſhip at the ſurvey, 
William de Reedham was lord of this in the Sth 
of Richard I. and conveved the advowſon of the 
church, by fine, to Robert Fitz-Roger ; and in the 
21ſt of Edward I. John of Reedham, granted by 
fine to John Fitz-John, a meſſuage, land, meadow, 
paſture, and turbary, in this town, Southwond and 
Freethorpe : and in the qih of Edward III. Gerard 
de Eynsford, fir Hubert Fitz-John, William de Reed- 
ham, and the earl of Arundel, were rcturncd as 
lords of Limpenhoe and Southwood. 


In the gd of Henry IV. the heirs of John - Steyn- 
ward had a quarter of a fee of the manor of Mile- 
ham, of the earl of Arundel, which John and his 
parceners held in this town and Southwood in che 


20th of Edward III. anno 1346. 


This town lies at the extremity of this hundred 
of Blofield, to the ſouth-eaſt, and is ſituated near 
the river Yare, where it parts it from Clavering. 


The wherries from Norwich frequently pats all 
the towns upon the Yare, and arrive at Yarmouth in 
four hours from Sandlin's Ferry at the bottom of 
the lower cloſe near the cathedral. This ſwitc paiſage 


is owing to the tide {rom the fea, which bloivs up tlie 
river 
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river Yare, and when wind and tide favour the boats, 
make their paſſage quick from both places, 


The church is dedicated to St. Botolph. In the 
dih of Richard I. William de Reedham granted his 
right in this church to Robert Fitz-Roger, being 
then a rectory ; and John Fitz-Robert gave it by fine 
to Hugh abbot of Langley, in exchange for the 
church of Eure in Buckinghamſhire. A vicarage 
was then ſettled. | 


In the 14th of Elizabeth, anno 1372, March 8, 
Richard Hills and William James had a grant of 
the appropriated rectory, and patronage of the vica- 
rage, late belonging to Langley abbey, with certain 
conccaled lands, in fee-farm. 


The church was conſolidated with Soothwood in 
1697, and the Rev. Thomas Morden was preſented 
to this vicarage, with the rectory of Southwood, in 
1735, by Carteret Leathes, eſq. of Bury St. Ed- 
mw d's, | | 


LINGWOOD, lies half a mile ſouth of the great 
road leading from Norwich to Yarmouth. There 
is no mention made of this town in the grand ſur- 
vey, it being a part and member of the biſhop of 
Norwich's great lordſhip of Blofield, and fo valued, 
&c. under it, and was held of the ſee of Norwich 
by the families of de Cateſton and de Lingwood. 


In the gth of Edward II. John de Cateſton, or 
Cawſton, and William de Lingwood, were returned 
to be lords; and William de Lingwood was patron 
of the church and lord in 1349. 


Margaret, 
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Margaret, counteſs of Norfolk, aliened to Wey- 
bridge priory a meſſuage, ninety-tivo acres of land, 
with three ſhillings rent in this town and in the Bur- 
linghams, with the advowton of the church, bclong- 
ing to the manor of Blofield, as was ſound in the 8th 


of Richard 1I. anno 1 383. 


In the gad of Henry VIII. che king granted to 
Thomas Paſton, eſq, meſſuages and lands here, wich 
the manors of Bloſield and Beighton, and lands late- 
ly belonging to Langley abbey. 


The church was a rectory, dedicated to St. Peter. 


In the 18th of Elizabeth, Jan. go, 1576, the rec- 
tory was granted to John Dudley and John Al- 
cough, in conſideration of divers meſſuages, lands, 
and tenements, in the ifle of Shepey in Kent, ſold 
to them by Henry Cheney. In 1609 Edward Hil- 
ton held it, and was the impropriator. It is now a 
curacy, and was iu the giſt of Mr, Hilton in 1740. 


The Rev. Thomas Goddard, jun. is patron, and 
preſented himſelf to this curacy in 1770, 


PLUMSTEAD MAGNA, or GREAT PrumsTEaD. 
Guert, brother of king Harold, and flain with him 
at the battle of Haſtings, had a freeman, who poſ- 
ſeſſed under him a caracute of land, which Godwin 
after held. William de Beaufoe, biſhop of 'Thet- 
ford, was lord at the ſurvey in his own right, as a 
lay-tee, by grant of the Conqueror. 


After the Conqueror was king, Almar, biſhop of 
Elmham, invaded or ſeized on this land, as forfeited 
on account of the marriage of a woman, who re- 
married within the term of one year expired after 


her 
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her late huſhand's death; probably Godwin above- 
mentioned. 

When the book of Doomſday was made, Plum- 
ſtead was not divided into two townſhips; however 
it appears, that all theſe tenures were, at that time, 
in the poſſeſſion of biſhop Beaufoe ; and at his death 
he gave them to his ſee of Norwich, and, making 
one conſiderable lordſhip. was held of the ſee; but 
ſome time after it ſeems to be divided, by ſome grant 
of the biſhop to the priory of Norwich, 


In the reign of Henry III. we find, in old writ- 
ings, this town to be called Guymere-Homeſtede 
and Walter biſhop of Norwich, as lord, had a char- 
ter of free warren, The family of De Cateſton, or 
Cawſton, had an intereſt herein, held of the fee; 
as had John de Toftes in the ſaid reign. 


Plumſtead Magna and Parva belonged both of 
them to the cathedral church and priory at Norwich, 
till king Henry VIII. ſeized on all the lands of that 
ſee, and exchanged them for the lands belonging to 
the priory of St. Bennet in the Holme. | 


The manor of Great Plumſtead was in the crown 
at the king's death, and deſcended to his ſon king 
Edward VI. but as his father had promiſed it to fir 
Thomas Cawarden in his life-time, this virtuous 
young prince gave this manor to him and his heirs 
for ever, with all the woods and advowſons there- 
unto belonging: but he reſerved the manor of Little 
Plumſtead, which ſtill remained in the crown, 


In the 1ſt of Edward VI. fir Thomas Cawarden 
had a grant of it, late the priory of Norwieh's ma- 
nor, with a fold-courlſe in this town, Plumſtead Par- 

Va, 
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va, Poſtwick, &c. and in the ſaid year 1547, Ca- 
warden had licence to alien it to Henry Ward, of 
Poſtwick, eſq. Thomas Ward, eſq. died ſeiſed in 
1632, and fir Randel Ward, batt. of Bixley, died 


lord of it. 


William de Scohies had, at the ſurvey, eight acres 
of land. From William de Scohics it came to Wal- 
ter Giffard, carl of Bucks; and from that family, by 
marriage, to the carls of Clare. 


Alan Hovel, ſon of Peter, held lands of this fee, 
which he granted to William de Kirkeby, prior of 
Norwich. 


The late fir Randel Ward dying without iſſue, it 
came to his only ſiſter Suſan, who married the ear} 
of Roſebery, one of the {ſixteen peers of Scotland, 
and knight of the Thiſtle, who is the preſent lord. 


Sir Randel Ward, who ſucceeded his elder brother 
ſir Edward, was a valuable character, having two 
virtues amongſt his other amiable qualities, not too 
frequently met with in this age, ſincerity and genero- 
ſity: he died much lamented by all who knew him: 
he was in the commiſſion of the peace, and an ex- 


cellent magiſtrate. 


The church, which was a rectory, and dedicated 
to St. Mary, with the chapel of St. Eullachius, was 
appropriated by John de Grey, biſhop of Norwich, 


to that priory. 


The patronage. of the vicarage is in the dean and 
chapter of Norwich, with the appropriated rectory. 
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In the biſhop's regiſter Plumſtead Magna is diſ- 
tinguiſhed a curacy, and the late Rev. Norwood 
Sparrowe died poſſeſſed of this living Jan. g1, 1779. 


PLUMSTEAD PARVA. Ralph, a captain of 
the Conqueror's croſs bowmen, had a grant of this 


| lordſhip on the conqueſt. 


The Conqueror was poſſeſſed of lands here when 
the book of Doomſday was made, and Godric the 
king's ſteward had the care of them, 


Moſt of, if not all, the tenures in Plumſtcad were 
granted by the Conqueror, ſoon after the ſurvey, to 
Flaald, or Alan his ſon, anceſtor of the Fitz-Alans. 
earls of Arundel, together with the great lordſhip of 
Mileham in Norfolk; and under the lords of that 
town leveral perſons poſſeſſed the fees and tenures, 


Richard de Dunham had lands held of Milcham 
manor, by the king's writ, in the firſt year of Ri- 
chard I. | 

1 | 

About this time (1190) \William de Mounteney 

confirmed to William de Plumſtede lands. 


This family held the principal part of Plumſtead 
of the lord of Mileham, and took their name from 
this town. It was held by grand ſerjeanty to find 
a croſs-bow, or baliſta. 


John de Plumſtede had a lordſhip in the 20th of 
Henry III. and there appears to be a park here in 
the g7th of that king. 


Robert de Mounteney gives to the priory of Nor- 
wich, by deed aus date, his mill belonging to his 


fee, 


"1 


* ann ,, ** 


C; 


C 31 


ſee, or lordſhip, in Plumſtead, ſtanding on the river 


Ger. f 
In the 94th of Henrv III. Richard de Witton 


held lands by ſerjeanty, in ftindiug a crofs-bow in 
the king's army, or a baliſla, at his own coſts, va- 
lued at five marks, as did Richard de Plumſtede 
in the 15th of Edward I, 


In the 16th of Edward I. Ifolda de Mounteney 
impleaded Adam de Creting for the patronage of this 
church: her plea was, that Arnold de Mounteney, 
as lord of Sprowſton, was patron of this church, 
and had enfcoffed her; but Adam proving him- 
lelf to be lord of Sprowſton, he recovered it. The 
Mounteneys held that part of this town which be- 
longed to Edric de Laxfield, in the Confeilor's reign. 


Sir Arnold de Mounteney, and John de Plum- 
ſlede, returned to be lords in the ath of Edward IT. 
and fr John de Pluniſtede, living alfo in the 3d and 
Git of Edward III. on whole death it came to tir 
Edmund de IIley, by the marriage of Alice his 
daughter and heir. Sir Edmund de llley, and Arnold 
de Monteney, were lords in the 14th of that king. 


Sir Richard de Illey, fon and heir of Edmund, 
was living in the g7th of Edward III. By his will, 
dated at Plumftcad Parva, October 21, 156g, lie 
bequeaths his ſoul to the bleſſed Mary and All Saints, 
and his body to be buried where it ſhall pleale God; 
to the high altar of the holy Trinity of Norwich, for 
tithes forgot, 138. 4d. to that of Plumſtead Parya, 
138. 4d. that of Hale, half a mark; and to Alan 
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+ Whether this is meant for the river Yare, or Bure, we 
cannot determine; moſt probably the former. 
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his brother, if he ſurvived him two years, his green 


bed in his manor-houſe here, which bed was woven 
with doves, roſes, &c. all the veſſels of the kitchen 
and brewhouſe, all carts, ploughs and inſtruments 
belonging; one veſtment, with a chalice and miſſal; 
his new veitment to be delivered to the pariſhioners 
of this town; and if Alan ſhould die within the 
two years, then his executors to ſell them for his 
ſoul's health: to John Lampole of Marſham, fifty 
ſhillings, for all things forgotten; to John Creſſing— 
ham, twenty ſhillings; to John de Hapſburgh, a 
monk of Norwich, twenty ſhillings; to Robert Illey 
his brother, all his bows, with the arrows, and one 
hundred ſhillings; to Jeffrey Baſſeſon, his ſerv ant, 
a cow and ten ſhillings; and to each of his ſervants 
a cow; appoints {ir Edmund Cole, rector of Hale, 
Robert his brother, and Jeffrey Baſſeſon, reſiduary 
legatees; gives to ſir Edmund Cole forty ſhillings for 
his pains, and died without iſſue, as Alan his brother 
did ſoon aſter him. 


Sir Robert Illey his brother ſucceeded him, who 
with Catherine his wife, were living in the 4gd ot 
the aforeſaid king: he died before the 21ſt of Ri- 
chard II. Catherine his widow confirming then to 
her truſtees her manor of Fring in Smithdon hun- 


dred. 


In the gd of Henry IV. the heirs of Arnold de 
Mountency were lords of a manor, held of the ea! 
of Rutland, 


Lady Caihirine Hley, widow, on the day after 
the ſcaſt of St. Ambroſe the biſhop, in 1417, made 
her will, and thereby gives her manor of Fring, ſor 
ten years, to her executors in truſt, for pious uſes ; 


after that to Sibilla, her daughter and heir, provi- 
ded 
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ded ſhe behaved herſelf civilly, and did not diſturb 


her executors; but if ſhe died before the ten years 
were ended, then that manor to be ſold, and the 
money to be diſpoſed of in pious uſes: and the lady 
Catherine was buried in the chancel of Plumſtead 
Parva. She is faid to be a daughter and heir of 


Gymingham. 


Sibilla brought this manor, by marriage, to fir 
Roger Boys: he died in 1421, and was buried in 
the priory of Ingham : Sibilla, his reli, was living 
in the 33d of Henry VI. and Robert Boys, eſq. her 
ſon and heir, inherited it; on whoſe death fir Ed- 
mund Jenney, of Knatiſhall in Suffolk, became lord, 
in right of Catherine his wiſe, daughter and heir of 
Robert Boys. This came after to Frances Thur— 
kell,, who, in 1532, conveyed the manor of Illeys to 
Miles Hobart, elq. with che advowſon of the church. 


The other lordſhip, called Chaplain's, &c. was 
held in the 19th of Edward IV. by Robert Lethum: 
by his will, dated about this time, he deviled it to 
his executor, John Loveday, eſq. in truſt to the ule 
of his will ; but John, his eldeſt ſon, dying, Chap- 
lain's manor was ſold, in the 211t of the aid king, 
to James Hobart, eſq. by deed, dated June 20, 
1479, for 200l, 


He was deſcended from an ancient family, lords 
of Tye-hall in Eſſex. John Hobart, eſq. was liv- 
ing there in 1389; and John, his grandſon, in 
1426: his ſon married the daughter and heir of 
Atte- church, by whom he had Thomas Hobart, of 
Tye-hall, who by Eleanor his wife, daughter and 
heireſs of John Taylor, alias Amfrey, was father of 
James. who was a younger ſon, born at Monks-Illey 
in Suffolk, ſtudent of the law at Lincoln's-1nn, and 
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was reader there in Lent term 144): his firſt wiſe 
was a niece of Walter Lyhert, biſhop of Norwich, 
and ſiſter and heir of John Lyhert: ſhe died 
without iſſue about the year 1740. Henry VII. in 
1486, made him his attorney-general, was of his 
privy-council, and, on the creation of Henry prince 
of Wales, in 1305 was KnigRtes, By Margery 
his third wife, daughter of Peter Naunton, eſq. of 
Letheringham in Sullolk, relict of John Dorward, 
elq. he had two ſons, ſir Walter, the eldeſt, af 
Hales-hall in Loddon, and Miles, who was lord of 
this town; allo a daughter, Catherine. Sir James 
died at a great age, in che 141 vear of Henry VIII. 
and was buricd in the body or nave of the cathedral 
church of Norwich, on the north fide, between the 
ninth and tenth pillars, (in a chapel formerly inclo- 
fed) as was Margery his widow, who preſented to 
this church in 1517. His ſecond wife was Dorothy, 
daughter of fir John Glemham, of Sullolk, by w hom 
he had no iſſue living in the 14th of Edw ard IV. 


Cambden ſays, „that he deſerved well of the 

church, the country „and the commonweal ;” and 
indeed he merited this excellent character, being a 
Tight good man, of great learning, wiſdom, bounty 
and generolity, as his publick benefactions teſtify.— 
He died lord of many manors in Norfolk. 


Miles Hobart, eſq. ſecond ſon of fir James, poſ- 
ſelled his father's lordſhips in this town, and bought 
of Frances Thyrkell the mar.ors of Illeys and Sam- 
chis, with meſſuages and lands in Plumſtcad Magna 
and Parva, Bloficld, &c. anno 24th of Henry VIII. 
1533. He married Helen, daughter and cocheir of 
John Blenerhaſlet, of Frenze in Norlolk, eſq. and 
was buried in the chapel on the north fide of this 


church, He had lordllups, lands and tencments, in 
Plumſtcad, 


. 33 


Plumſtead, South Walſham, Ranworth, Panxford, 
Hemlington, Langley, North Walſham, Edingthorpe, 
and Kirby-Bedon, and gave to his wife the lordſhip 
of Plumſtead Parva, Witton, Brundall, in Norſolk, 


and the lordſhip of Heigham, in Melles, in Sultolk, 


for life: the lordſhip of Thwwayte, in Norſolk, to 
John his ſecond fon. Ann, ſifter and co-heir with 
Hellen, married fir Henry Grey, knut. of Bedlord- 
ſhire, 


Thomas Hobart, eſq. his eldeſt ſon and heir, mar- 
ricd Audrey, daughter and heir of William Hare, 
eſq. of Beeſton in Norfolk, by whom he had two 
lons, Miles and Henry, and died March 26, 1360. 


His widow re-married fir Edward Warner, lieute- 
nant of the Tower of London, who dying Novem- 
ber 7, 1565, ſhe married William Blenerhaſfler elq. 
and in 1372 they preſented to this church. Tho- 
mas died allo lordo f Beeſton in Norfolk, and Leyg gham 


in Suffolk. 
Miles Hobart, eſq. eldeſt ſon and heir of Thomas, 


was a minor at the death of his father; was living 
and lord in 1576 and 1393. Margaret, his wife, was 
daughter of fir Thomas Wodehouſe, knt. of Wax- 
ham in Nortolk. 


Henry, the ſecond ſon, was lord chief juſtice of 
the Common-Pleas, lord of Blickling in Norfolk, 
from whom the right honourable the carl of Bucking- 


hamſhire deſcends. 


Sir Thomas, ſon and heir of Miles, preſented in 
161g to this church, and married Willoughby, daugh- 
ter of fir Arthur Hopton, of Weſtwood and Blybo- 
rough in Sultolk, 
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Sir Miles ſucceeded his father ſir Thomas, created 
knight of the Bath at the coronation of Charles I. 
Margaret, his wife, was daughter of Edward lord 
Dudley : it appears by a fine on his marriage, in the 
4th of the ſaid king, that he was then lord of this 
town, Witton, Brundall, &c. &c. The lady Mar- 


garet was buried in the church of St. Margaret's, 


Weſtminſter. 


In 165g, fir Miles mortgaged this lordſliip to 
Edward Milcham, gent. and a Mr. Dickſon. In 
1664, Winter conveyed it to Roger Smith, an 
attorney, at Norwich; and Thomas Wile, of Nor- 
wich, was lord by che marriage of Smith's daughter. 


William Hewar, eſq. of Clapham in Surry, pre- 
ſented, as lord, to the church in 1701: and the 
lordſhip, with the patronage, was in Samuel Edger- 
ley, clerk, &c, in 1716. In 1719, Hewar. Edger- 
ley Hewar, eſq. was lord and patron ; but in 1743, 
William and Level Blackburn, eſqrs. and Ann Jack- 
lon, widow, preſented. 


Robert de Holmeſtede conveyed by fine, in che 
43d of Edward III. to Walter Brown, of Norwich, 
a meſſuage, with one hundred and forty acres of 
land, fix of meadow, thirty of paſture, thirty of 
heath, and five ſhillings rent, &c, in this town, 


Plumſtead Magna and Witton. 


The church is a rectory dedicated to St. Gervaſe, 
and was conſolidated with Witton, Feb. 25, 1760. 


In 1743, the Rev. Mr. Norwood Sparrowe was 
preſented to this rectory by William Blackburn, 
elq. and Mrs. Ann Jackſon. He died January 31, 


1779. The church is in the gift of Mrs. Greaves, 
relic} 
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relict of the late Mr. Peter Greaves, an eminent ſur- 
geon of the city of Norwich, and other the heirs of 
William Blackburn, cſq. The late Mr. Sparrowe 
was one of the minor canons of the cathedral of 
Norwich; alſo perpetual curate of Great Plum- 
lead, and of St. Gregory's and St. Peter's per 
Mountergate in the city of Norwich, and rector of 
Brundall and Witton in this hundred. 


At the upper end of the chancel is a marble grave- 
ſtone, with the portraiture of a knight in compleat 
armour, at his feet a couchant, in braſs, 


Sir Edward Warner, Knight, now reſleth here, 
Who lived to full 30 years and fower ; 

His wifes alſo by armes you ſee appeare, 
Vat needeth then with words to blaze them 0're, 
is ucrtues rare, would not be letten paſſe, | 
Ne yet fo worthy ſlate in ſilence ſynke, 

But who dares wright his golden gifts in brafe, 
Or blot his fame with rude and filly inke. 

In ſomme therefore, let this be ſayd for all, 

With God and man he lroeth and ever ſhall. 

Obijt. 7* die Novemb. 4* Domi. 1563. 


And the arms—Warner and Whetenhall ; alfo 
Warner and Whetenhall, as before, impaling Brook 
lord Cobham, Cobham lord Cobham, Delapole, 
and Braybrook. Sir Edward's firſt wife was Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Thomas lord Brook, of Cob- 
ham, 


Againſt the north wall of the chancel is a fair 
raiſed tomb, with the figures of a man and a wo- 
man, without any inſcription, or arms. 
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On a grave-ſtone by the north wall: Orate p. aia 
Dni. Walterj Burford, quondam rectoris iſtius ecclie. qui 
nova. fabricam iſlius Cancel!j fiert fectt. 


On a grave-ſtone in the north chapel : Here tyeth 
Thomas Hubbard, Ei; who departed tus life the 26, 
day of March, in the year 1560, and leſt iſſue 2 ſonnes 
and 2 daughters; and the arms of Hubbard, ſable, 


an eſtoile or, between two flaunches ermine, im- 


paling, gules, two barrs and a chief indented, or, 


Hare, 


In another adjoining, Hubbard impaling Blener- 
haſſet, without any inſcription : this is in memory 
of Miles H. bart, Eſq ; and Hellen his wife, daughter 
and co-hetr of Fokn * Eſq; of Frane in the 
hundred of Dijs. 


On a grave-ſtone in the church; Here lyeth Alice 
Inte, firſt wife to Willtam Hare, 40 '/a; and aſter to 
Rolert Rugge, and mother to the lady Etheldred War- 
ner, TINO dyed here in much vertuc and quiet, 72 years, 
7d de ebarted hence to live for ever, the firſt day of July. 
A ni. 1566. 


Hobart bore quanerly theſe arms: in the Fiſt, 
Hobart; in the ſecond, Atte-church ; third, Tay lor; 
fourth, Lyhent. 


In the gallery of fir Thomas Hobart's houſe here, 
in 1614, were the following arms :—Hobart impa— 
ling Lyhert Hobart impaling Naunton Hobart 
and Heydon — Hobart and Fitz-Walter—Hobart and 
Blenerhaſſet with his quarterings, in the firit Blencr- 
þ allet. in the ſecond Loudham, allo Kelvedon, Or- 
ton, «c.—Hobart and Fineaux—Samſon and Ho- 
bart. Sir Thomas Samion married Catherine daugh- 

ter 
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ter of fir James Hobart Hobart and Hare VWiſe- 
man and Hobart—}Blenerhafiet and Tyndall kel- 
brigg and Scales Blenerhaſſet and Bravham—Ble- 
nerhaſſet and Eſhingham—Calthorpe and Blener- 
haſſet—Warner and Blenerhallet—Grey quartering, 
Haſtings and Valence, impaling Blenerhallet—War- 
ner, impaling Marſh, 


On a tablet hanging in the gallery of fir Thomas 
Hobart's houſe in this town, in 1614, are ſome 
lines in memorv of Audrey wite of Thomas Ho- 
bart, eſq. who died July 16, 1381. 


On the top of tl. is tablet Hobart le Hart, Hare 
—Þlenerhaſtet and Hare—Warner and Hare—Ho- 
bart and Wodchouſe; and theſe mottos—Qunz erde 
la foy, a ne plus de perdre.—G9 rait and fear net. — 
Deus providcbit. 


POSTWICK, or POSWICK. This town, be- 
fore the conqueſt, was divided into ſeveral parts, or 


lees, and held by diflerent perſons. 


Catton was a beruite belonging to this town. At 
the ſurvey Eudo, the ſewer, was lord. 


In king Edward's time the ſoc and ſac belonged 
to the hundred, but Eudo held them at the ſurvey. 


This Eudo was ſerver or ſteward of the Conque- 
ror's houſhold, who granted ſeveral ſees, united into 
one lordſhip, to him, who was a Norman: how 
long Eudo enjoyed it does not appear; but it came 
we find to the deſcendents and heirs 'of his ſecond 
brother, Hubert de Rve, governor of Norwich cal- 
tle, whoſe grandſon, Hubert de Rye, dying in the 


18th of Henry IT. without iſſue male, leſt wo daugh- 
ters 
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ters and co-heirs, Olivia and Iſabel ; this laſt mar- 
ried Roger de Creſſi. 


Beſides this lordſhip, Eudo had, by the gift of 
the Conqueror, in the hundred of Shropham, Rock- 
land, Shropham, Roudham and Brettenham manors ; 
in Walſham hundred, Tunſtall ; and in Humble- 
yard, Intwood. 


Roger de Creſſi had by Iſabel two ſons, both of 
whom died without iſſue. Henry III. granted this 
lordſhip, as an eſcheat, to William de Valentia and 
Joan his wife: XVilliam was brother, by his mo- 


ther, to the king; and Joan was ſiſter and heir to 


her brother, William de Montchenh, a great baron 
of this realm. 


In the 3d of Edward J. William de Valentia, earl 
of Pembroke, was found to have the lete and ailize, 
&c. and was ſucceeded herein by his fon, Adomare 
earl of Pembroke, who dying without iſſue, it de- 
ſcended to Joan, {one of the daughters and co-heirs 
of John Comyn, lord of Badenagh in Scotland, by 
Joan his wife, ſiſter and co-heir of Adamare) who 
being married to David de Strabolgi, earl of Athol, 
had livery of it on March 27, in the 19th of Edward 
III. anno 1945, in which family it remained till on 
the death of David de Strabolgi, earl of Athol in 


Scotland, it came to his two daughters and co-heirs, 
Elizabeth and Philippa. 


In the 47th of Edward III. Henry, earl of Nor- 
thumberland, gave the king 7601. to have the cuſſo— 
dy of the caſtle of Mitford, &c. in Northumberland, 
znd of the two daughters aforeſaid of David. 
Elizabeth was married to fir Thomas Percy; and 
Philippa to fir Ralph Percy, two younger ſons of 
Hemy, earl of Northumberland, 
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On a diviſion of the eſtate, this lordſhip was aſ- 
ſigned to Philippa: ſhe re-married fir John Halſham, 
of Weſt Grinſted in Suſſex; and in the 19th of Ri- 
chard II. it was found that John, fon of fir John, 
was heir in right of Philippa his mother. 


Sir Hugh Halſham dicd poſſeſſed of it in the 2oth 
of Henry VI. and Joan {daughter and heir of Ri- 
chard Halſham his late brother) was his heir. This 
Richard had been a Celeſtin monk at Paris, but 
quitted his order, and married. Joan, their daugh- 
ter and heir, brought it by marriage to John Lewk- 
nor, eſq. of Gring in Suſſex, with the lordſhips of 
tilby, Stif key, Welt Lexham, and Holkham, and 
was fold by the feoffees of the ſaid John Lewknor 
and joan, to fir Jeff. Boleyn, of Blickling, alderman, 
&c. of London. 


In the g4th of Henry VIII. fir James Boleyn had 
licence to alienate 1t to Hemy Ward, eſq. whoſe ſon 
Edward died poſſeſſed of it in 1383; and fir Randel 
Ward, bart. of Bixley, died lord, leaving Suſan his 
ſiſter and heir, who after married the carl of Rolebery 
in Scotland, as mentioned before. 


The town of Poſtwick is fituated on the banks of 
the Yare, about four miles from Norwich, down the 
river. Here, in a pleaſant and ſhady grove, in the 
month of July, the ſociety of the Gregori ins held 
their annual veniſon dinner. They ulually allembled 
at Sandlin's Ferry, and went down the river in barges 
and wherries, with muſic and colours flying: this 
they continued for many years, till the year 1764, 
when one of the farmers at Poſtwick, thinking him- 
ſelf aggrieved by theſe annual meetings, and his 
lands injured, or perhaps through pique, or not hav- 
ing had any ſatisfaction, wantonly put an 
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this cuſtom; ſince which time this veniſon feaſt as 
been held at their chapter-room, at the White Swan 
in St. Peter's of Mancroſt, on the Monday in the 
allize-week. Thomas William Coke, elq. of Holk- 
ham, 1s the preſent Grand, 1779. 


Carron Manon. Catun (mentioned as part of 
Eudo's fees at the ſurvey) appears to have been a 
town nigh to Pollwick; and was a beruite belonging 
to, and united to Poſtwick manor, held by Eudo. 
There was allo another part (at that time) of the ſaid 
town, which William de Beaufoe, biſhop of Nor- 
wich, held as a lay-fce, granted to him by the Con- 
queror. 


This part of Catton, which biſhop Beaufoe held 
as a Jay fee at his death, ſeems to have deſcended to 
his family ; Ralph de Beaufoe, probably his ſon, 
whole daughter and heir, Agnes, brought it by mar- 
riage to Hubert de Rye, caſtellan or keeper of Nor- 
wich caſtle. whoſe deſcendent Hubert dying in the 
1Sth of Henry II. his inheritance being divided be- 
tween two daughters and co-heirs, Roger de Crell: 
was lord of this town in right of Iſabel his wile, 
daughter of the ſaid Hubert, and thus the lordiſllips 
of Pollwick and Catton were united. 


The priory of Norwich had, in the reign of Hen- 
ry II. an intereſt in this town. Hubert de St. Clair 
gave to Lancred the prior, by deed, his lordſhip in 
Poſtwick, with the appurtenances, held of the ba- 
rony of Rye, which was confirmed by William 
Turbe, biſhop of Norwich, and Thomas Becket, 

archbiſhop of Canterbury; and in 1176, John, bi- 
ſhop of Norwich, had a bull from pope Alexander 
III. for lands and mcadows which the prior of Ely 
bought of Lecelina and Beatrice, of the lee of Poſt- 
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wick. Thomas de Blomvile, biſhop, confirmed to 
the priory the charter of biſhop John de Grey, of 
tiches in Poſtwick. 


In the gd of Edward I. the prior had the lete of 
his tenants, &c. and in the tenth of that king, Wil- 
liam Butt conveycd lands by ſine to the priory ; and 
in the 14th, the prior ſued Hugh le Scot, &c. for 
lands, &c.. In the 19th of that king, John, prior 
of St. Mary's of Walſingham, grants to Henry, prior 
of Norwich, five ſhillings rent here, late William 
Butt 's. 


Adomare de Valentia, earl of Pembroke, releaſed 
the lands and tenements that the priory held of him 
from all payments, homages, &c. and made them 


lree from all ſervices, by deed, dated at Norwich, 


November 7, anno 3d Edward II. 1510. 


Aſter the diſſolution of the priory, on the founda- 
tion of a dean and prebendaries, the priory manor 
was granted to that body, and ſo remains. 


The church of Poſtwick is dedicated to All Saints, 


and was a rectory. 


The prior of Norwich had a portion of tithe, va- 
lued at four marks. Eudo, the ſewer, lord at the 
ſurvey, with Rohai his wife, granted to Herbert, bi- 
ſhop of Norwich, and to all his clergy {omnt cong e- 
galioni) of the holy Trinity church of Norwich, the 
tithe of Poſtwick in corn, money, and all things, as 
fully as they held it in the time of Serlon; and they 
beſeech the biſhop and clergy, for the love of God, 
to receive them and their anceſtors, as benefactors, 
to partake of their prayers, &c. and on their deaths 
to keep their anniverſaries in the fame manner as 


they did for a brother or a filter, 
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The Rev. Mr. Johti Arnham, ſon of Arn- 


ham, eſq. an alderman of the city of Norwich, is 
the preſent rector, and had the preſentation by the 
late fir Edward Ward, bart. of Bixley, 1740. 


The church is a fingle pile, about twenty-four 
yards long, and eight broad, with a four-{quare 
tower, and covered with lead, but the chancel is 


tiled. 


EEE ˙·-m ˙ UA ELSE. e * * 


In the chancel lie ſeveral marble grave- ſtones in ä 
memory of the Wards. ; 


Here under this marble ſlone Iyeth the body of Fane 3 
daughter of Edward Ward, Eſq; and Fane his wife, 
who was buried Fuly 22d, 1666.—Here lyeth alſo the 

body of William the ſon of Edward Ward, of Bixley, b: 
Eſq; and Fane has wife, buried January 30, 1669: 2 
and theſe arms, in a lozenge; quarterly, in the 


firſt and fourth, Ward; in the ſecond and chird, 
Harborn. 


Jolin fon of Edward Ward, Eſq; and Jane his wiſe, 
was buried Fanu. 13, 1682, and Anne their daughter, 
April 22d, 168g. 
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On another, wich the arms of Ward, impaling 
Rant: 


— 
— —— 


Edward Ward de Bixley, in agro Norſolc, Baro- 
nettus, ecclefee Anglicane filius ob ſervantiſſimus, Regis 
majeſtatis ſubditus devoliſſimus, vir egregiæ indolis. ex- 
mie virtutis, poteſtate tam civili, quam militari publica 
decoratus, in utraq; probatus, obt. 15 die Marti, Ao. 
Dui. 1685, tat. ſue 43, et ſub hoc marmore a me- 


ſtiſſima conjuge pofito dornut, 
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On a ſtone with a braſs plate—Orate þ. aa. Hen. 
Clyſton quod. reforts ifti Ecclie, qui obt. V die Fanu, 
1500, 


In the church, a grave-ſtone for Mr. Robert Moſs, 
who died Feb. 8, 1700, in the 67th year of his age, 
and for Mary his wife, who died Fuly 23, in the ſaid 
year, aged 65. —We take this to be in memory 
the father and mother of Dr. Robert Mols, dean of 
Ely, &c. who was born in this town. 


Near the font: Here lyeth the body of Sarah wife of 
William Moſs, who died Feb. 9. 1706, aged 28, — 
Near to the ſouth door: Orate p. aiab; Milli. Thyr- 
kyll, et Cecilie uxor; ej; qui ob. 237 die Martis, 1501, 


SOUTHWOOD. This town occurs under the 
invaſion, or ſeizures of the lands at the conqueſt, - 
made without any title or grant from the Conqueror. 
When Ralph earl of Norfolk was deprived for re- 
bellion, it was accounted for among the king's ma- 
nors. At the ſurvey, Rabel, the artificer or carpen- 
ter poſſeſſed it, Thorpe, and Limpenhoe, in this 
hundred. He had invaded, or ſeiſed on it, without 
any lawful grant from the Conqueror, 


In the gd of Richard I, anno 1192, Richard de 
Dunham had right in fol. land here, and in Lim- 
penhoe. Roger Fitz-Peter, and Henry de Eynsford, 
had an intereſt herein, in the reign of Henry III. 
held of the manor of Mileham, by the grant of 
William I. or purchaſe of Alan, fon of Flaald, lord 
of Mileham ; Richard, fon of William de South- 
wood, Walter Pye, and Nicholas Hobart, had a 
quarter of a fee of the manor of Milcham. The 
earl of Glouceſter had alſo a lordſhip in the reign 


of Edward I, | 
| E Gerard 
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Gerard de Eynsſord was lord, in the gth of Edv. 
II. of the manor of Mileham; and the heirs of 
Gerard in the 2oth of Edward III. of the earl of 
Arundel ; and John Steywar held the quarter of a 
fee of the ſaid manor. 


Dionyſia de Clere poſſeſſed it in the 3d of Henry 
IV. and in the family of Clere it remained, in the 
reign of Philip and Mary; and fir Edward Clere 
was lord and patron in the reign of queen Elizabeth. 


From the Cleres it came to the Berneys, of Reed- 
ham ; after that to fir James Edwards, and to fir 


Lambert Blackwell, and Carteret Leathes, eſq. 


The church is a rectory, dedicated to St. Edmund, 
and was conſolidated with Limpenhoe in 1697. 


The Rev. Thomas Morden was preſented to this 
rectory, with the vicarage of Limpenhoe, by Carte- 
ret Leathes, eſq. 1735. | 


STRUMPSHAW. At the ſurvey Godric, as 
ſteward for the Conqueror, had the care of a lord- 
ſhip. | | 


The antient family of de Danmartin were early 
enfeoffed of this lordſhip, by a grant from the 
crown, Odo de Danmartin held it in the reign of 
Henry IT. Baſilia, wife of Odo, gave, in the 1ſt 
year of that king, an account of ſixty marks of ſil- 
ver to have her dower : and Odo, fon of Odo, paid 
one hundred marks for his father's lands at Men- 
dleſham in Suffolk, &c. It was a numerous family. 
In the ſaid reign flouriſhed Aubrey, Manaſſer, Wil- 
liam, and Odo de Danmartin ; and in the 12th of 


king John, Odo held one fee in this town, 4 
n 
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In the book of Inquiſitions called Tefter de Vevuill, 


in the cuſtody of the king's remembrancer, Odo 
held the ſame by one fee, ſaid to be the king's de- 
mean, and given to Odo, his anceſtor, by Henry I. 
A mandate was granted in the gth of Henry III. to 
the ſheriff of Norfolk, to deliver to fir John de 
Wanton all the land belonging to his wife, Alice, 
ſiſter and heir of Odo de Danmartin, deceaſed ; the 
king having received his homage : and a mandate 
alſo to the ſheriff of Suffolk and Surry. Alice, af- 


ter the death of fir John, about the 16th of the ſaid: 


king, re-married Roger de Clare : on his death, ſhe 
gave two hundred marks to have the cuſtody of his 
lands, and the marriage of his heir, 


Galiena de Danmartin granted by fine, in the 
41ſt of Henry III. to Hugh de Mundeville, the ma- 


nor of Mendleſham ; and Hugh, at the requeſt of 


Galiena, granted it to Nicholas Lewknor, he pay- 
ing thirty ſhillings per ann. for life, in exchange for 


lands in Braghing in Hertfordſhire, and Taxted in 


Eſſex, granted to Hugh, 


In the ſaid year, Gerard Evermere, and Felicia 


his wife, relealed to Stephen de Strumpſhaw all 
their right in a marſh called Deſtholm, quit of the 
heirs of Felicia. This Stephen had alſo an intereſt 
in this lordſhip, which ſeems to be divided about this 
time; and in the gd of Edw. I. Stephen was found 
to have the lete, aſſiſe, &c. of his tenants; and in 
the *[lowing year fir Stephen de Strampſhaw, and 
Margery his wife, conveyed the manor of Strump- 
ſhaw, with lands in Reedham and Tunſtall, and 
the advowſon of St. Peter's church of North Bur- 
lingham, (reſerving to fir Stephen and his wife their 
lives therein) to William lord Bardolph, and Julian 
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his wife. This family of the Strumpſhaivs moſt 
probably took their name from the town, 


The family of Danmartin had ſtill an intereſt in 
the lordſhip of Strumpſhaw ; Hugh ſon of Odo de 
Danmartin had a lordſhip here and in Mendleſham 
in the gth of Edward I. He was maſter of the 
king's mint, and died without iſſue, 


Sir John de Botetourt, on the death of Hugh, 
had livery of this lord{hip, and of Mendleſham, in 
the goth of Edward I. in right of Maud filter of 
Odo. Sir John was admiral of the Norfolk coaſt 
in the 23d of that king, with whom he was in high 
favour ; and was appointed, with Maud his wife, 
to attend at Ipſwich on the king's daughter Eliza- 
beth, with John earl of Holland, on Monday the 
feaſt of the Epiphany, In the 29th of that king, 
he was one of thoſe great lords who fent to the pope 
a letter, aſſerting, that the kingdom of Scotland was 
not of his fee, and denied him all juriſdiction in 
temporal matters; and in the 33d, as one of the 
king's counſellors, gave anſwer io the biſhop of 
Byblis, in partibus infidelium, that the preferring him 
to the priory of Coldingham in Scotland, by the 


pope's bull of proviſion, would be to the prejudice 


of the king's crown and dignity, and therefore not 
grantable to him. 


| In the 4th of Edward II. the office of engraver 
of the dies for coin was in this family, and fol . by 
fir John to William Latimer. About this time the 
manor came to the lords Bardolph. 


This manor belonged at one time to William, ſon 
of fir John Philip, of Dennington in Suffolk, who 
married Joan daughter and co-heir of 'Thomas lord 
Bardolph, 
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Pardolph, in the gth of Henry V. and by virtue of 
this marriage was himſelf created lord Bardolph, in 
the 16th of Henry VI. being at that time lord cham- 
berlain to the king: his lady ſurviving him and 
having the fce of this eſtate, left it to William ſon 
of viſcount Beaumont; and from the Beaumonts it 
caine to fir William Arundel, lord Maltravers, and 
Ann his wife. Henry earl of Arundel conveyed it 
to queen Mary, xc. on January 2, in the ad and 
30 of Philip and Mary. The queen granted it to 
fr Nicholas Hare, who died in Chancery-lane, Lon- 
don, October gd following, 1337, ſeiſed of it, and 
of the abbey of Bruſyard in Suffolk, leaving Cathe- 
rine his lady, who died Nov. 23, in the ſame year; 
allo three ſons, Michael, Robert and William, and 
Arm a daughter, married to Thomas Rouſe, eſq. 
In the 4th of Elizabeth, Robert Hare, efq, was 
lord, and clerk of the pells, and died s. h. 


In the 5th of James I. April 1, fir Ralph Hare 
alicned it to fir. Thomas Berney, of Reedham, in 
which family it remained, till ſold with Reedham, 
Kc. to fir James Edwards, and ater to fir Lambert 
Blackwell, and now Carteret Leathes, eſq. is lord. 


The biſhop of Norwich's lordſhip of Bradeſton 
extended into this town, and was held by the Brei- 
dellons of that lee, from whom it came to the Ca- 
teſtons or Cawlſlons, the Carbonels and Berneys, 
and fo conveyed to fir James Edwards, bart. by 
chancery, about 1700, on the ſale of the eſtate of 


Richard Berney, elq. 


In 1740, fir Lambert Blackwell's heirs poſſeſſed 
the whole town, and were patrons; and in 1735, 


(Carteret Leathes, eq. 
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In this manor was the right and patronage of the : 
church. The church is a rectory dedicated to St. 
Peter. 2 

There is a remarkable wind-mill in this town, 
ſuppoſed to ſtand upon the higheſt ground in Nor- 
folk : it is ſeen at a vaſt diſtance, and overlooks 
moſt of the neighbouring hundreds: from it Yar- 
mouth, and Loweſtoffe in Suffolk, are eaſily dillin- £ 
guiſhed, and it has a full command .of the city of [4 
Norwich, not being diſtant above ſeven miles. Be- | 
ing ſituated near Buckenham-Ferry, there is a de- 
lightful view of the river Yare, mæandring through 5 
the country till it falls into Breydon broad near Yar- 
mouth. The proſpect from this wind-mill is the 
fineſt coup d'ail in the county of Norfolk, and the 5 
mill itſelf, when the fails are going, is a beautiful 1 
object as far as it can be ſeen. : 
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In 1764, the Rev, Mr. Nelſon was preſented to « 
this rectory by Carteret Leathes, eſq. of Bury St. 
Edmund's. I | 
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About the 24th of Henry III. William de Strump- 
ſhaw gave to the uſe of the almoner of the Holy 
Trinity church of Norwich, his whole meſſuage and 
lands, and homages, with the advowlon of Strump- 
ſhaw church. 
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THORPE next Norwich, called Torp in the ſur- 
vey. Stigand, archbiſhop of Canterbury, was lord 
of it in the reign of the Confeſſor, in his own right, 
and held it as a lay-fee; on his deprivation, the 
Conqueror ſeized on it, and William de Noters took 
— of it, or farmed it at the ſurvey, as ſteward to 

im. 


Ralph 
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Ralph- (late) earl of Norfolk, had a moiety, with 
thirty acres of land, and the ſoc was in Stigand. 


Aſter earl Ralph forfeited, who was lord of this town, 
and had the foc and fac, Robert Blund farmed it of 
the king, as William Noiers did, when it was charged 


and valued at 121. one ſectary of honey, and two 


thouſand herrings; at the ſurvey at gol. quit- rent. 


After Stigand's deprivation, Ralph de Waiet, alias 
Guader, &c. being made earl of Norfolk, in 1075 
had a grant of this lordſhip, and on his rebellion it 
came again to the crown, where it remained till 
Henry I. granted it, on the gd of September, 1101, 
to Herbert the biſhop, and the monks of the church 
of the holy Trinity of Norwich, and their ſucceſſors 
for ever, with all its appurtenances, 


The aforeſaid king, by his mandate to all his ba- 
rons, French and Engliſh, of Norfolk and Suffolk, 
commands, that Herbert the biſhop, and all the 
church aforeſaid, ſhould be free from all gelts and 
payments, aids, ſcots, &c. as he himſelf held it. 
And in a precept, dated at Roan in Normandy, to 
his ſheritfs, &c. of Norfolk, commands, that the 
biſhop have free warren here, and in Eton, and that 
no one ſhould hunt, &c. herein, without hig licence, 
on the forfeiture of 101, 


In the ſee it remained till the exchange made be- 
tween Henry VIII. and biſhop Rugg, of lands, &c. 
belonging to this ſee, &c. which were granted to the 
crown by act of parliament, on February 4, anno 
27th of Henry VIII. —The town of Blofield was the 
head of the barony. 


E 4 On 
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On this exchange, this lordſhip came to the crown, 
with the advowſon of the rectory, the biſhop's houſe 


or palace here. 


By an indenture under the great ſeal of England, 
dated January 1, in the gzth "of Henry VIII. this 
manor was granted to Thomas duke of Norfolk for 
life, remainder to Henry earl of Surry, his ſon and 
heir, and the lady Frances his wife, during her life, 
and their heirs, to be held by the 20th part of a 
fee, and the rent of gl. 1s. 8d. per ann. except 108, 
for the Recve's fee. On the top of this grant“ was 
the king's mark, and figned underneath by the duke 
of Norfolk, the lord Ruſſell, Richard Southwell and 
Walter Henby, officers of the court of Augmenta- 
tion. 


Earl Henry being afterwards attainted and exe- 
cuted, left Thomas his ſon and heir, who was duke 
of Norfolk in queen Mary's reign; but being re- 
ſtored in blood only, and the countela of Surry ſur- 
rendering it in her widowhood to Edward VI. the 
ſaid king, on June 23, in his firſt year, anno 1547, 
granted it to fir Thomas Paſton, with the advowlon, 
a fold-courſe, lands and tenements in this town, 
Plumſtead Magna and Parva, &c. with the toll and 

profits 


The grant of this king Henry I. is a curious piece of an- 
tiquity, beautifully wrote in Latin, made by him, as he de- 
clares, ** for his own ſoul, the ſoul of his father and mother, 
of king William hisbrother, of all his anceſtors and ſucceſſors, 
in the preſence of queen Maud, daughter of the king of Scot- 
land, and the illuſtrious men, ecclefiaſtical and ſecular, of all 
England, whoſe names are underwritten, that his gift may for 
ever remain ; confirmed with the fign of the holy croſs, and 
corroborated with the ſeal of his royal dignity, in the year of 
our Lord 1101, on the zd of the nones of September,” 


ö LM at 
profits of Magdalen and Thorpe wood, late the bi- 


ſhop of Norwich's; and the ſaid king gave to the 
counteſs the lordſhip of Earl's Soham in Suffolk. 


Edward Paſton, fon of fir Thomas, was lord in 
1571, and his grandſon Clement was living in 1643, 
in which year, November 7, in a court at Norwich 
of juſtices and aldermen, it was agreed, that leave 
ſhould be given to William Kettleburgh to buy of 
Mr. Clement Paſlon, wood and timber at Thorpe 
wood and grounds, in reſpect of the extreme ſcarcity 
of firing for the poor in this winter time; and the 
ſaid William Kettleburgh hath undertaken to deliver 
to the poor of the city ten thouſand well-kzed bil- 
lets this winter, at twenty ſhillings per thouſand ; and 
five thouſand two-band wood, in faggots at three- 
pence per faggot; and the committee are content that 
he ſhould pay the money, upon the bargain, to Mr. 
Paſlon, whoſe eſtate ſeems, at this time, to be ſe- 
queſtered. 


From this family it came, by purchaſe, to Row- 
land Dee, merchant, of London, who preſented as 
lord to this church in 1670: his ſon, Duncan Dee, 
elq. inherited it, was ſerjeant at law, preſented in 
1706, and dicd May go, 1720, but ſold it before his 
death to Matt. Howard, eſq. of Hackney in Middle- 
ſex, and in 1742 he was lord and patron. 


The original grant of this manor, in 1728, was 
in Matt. Howard, eſq. and a copper-plate was en- 
graven from it by Mr. Sturt. 


The PRIoR's, now Dad and CHarTrR's Manor, 
Biſhop Herbert, lord of this town, by the grant of 
the manor above-mentioned, on founding the priory 
at Norwich, gave the belt part of it to the ſaid con- 
e vent, 
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vent, and kept the leaſt part of it for himſelf and 
ſucceſſors, which diviſion he thought neceſſary; 
otherwile his frequent coming to Norwich, as he had 
no land there, would be very troubleſome : and he 
gave them for that part of Thorpe which he kept, 
the lordſhip of Gnatyndon, and the church of 'Thorn- 
ham, both in Smithdon hundred, with the land of 
Thurſton, and a caracute of land at Gaywood. 


In 1154, pope Adrian IV. by his bull, confirm- 
ed to the prior a moicty of Thorpe wood, and all 
its profits, except the demean and right of hunting, 
which was in the biſhop; and jn 1156 he confirmed 
the heath, with all its wood, as biſhop William 
Turbe had granted it, there being a diſpute between 
John of Oxford, the biſhop, and the priory, con- 
cerning a mill in Thorpe, which was farmed of the 
biſop at twenty ſhillings per ann. the mill and 
ground were allowed to belong to the ſee, with the 
water-courle, in the zth year of his pontificate. 


William de Raleigh, biſhop, and Simon the prior, 
2grecd in 1296, that the part of Thorpe wood co- 
vered with oaks, ſhould be divided into two equal 
parts, and that the part neareſt to the manor-houſe 
o Thorpe, ſhould be to the biſhop, and that the 
other part neareſt to the biſhop's bridge ſhould be 
to the prior, ſaving iq the biſhop his right in the 
faid bridge; and that the heath ſhould be divided 
imo three parts; the bithop to have two parts neareſt 
to him, and the prior one part, and, far this agree- 


ment, the Liſhop grants to the prior all his right in 


a moiety of Plumſtead wood; allo free warren in 
the gd part of the heath aforeſaid: - and if he had a 
delie to incloſe and cultivate the ſame, he would al- 
iſt and ſupport him in fo doing. Dated at Gaywood, 
sch of Noveinbęr. By this grant of ſree Warren, the 

= prior 
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prior had a manor, and ſo gave riſc to, and was the 
original of the prior's lordſhip, now called Pock- 
thorpe, and in the dean and chapter of Norwich at 
this time. 


That the heath here was remarkable for plenty of 
timber and underwood, appears from a compotus 
of William de Kirkeby, prior in 128g, wherein 378, 
4d. was received for underwood. In 1315, we find 
bark ſold for 9s 11d. In 1335, in timber, bark 
and faggots, received 61. 16s. gd. 


The heath was called Mouſchold; and, beſides 
ſheep-walks, here was a net-herd for the great cattle, 
and a ſwine herd, who had 268. Sd. per ann. wages. 


In 1428, the temporalities of the priory were va- 
Jued at gl. Ss. 2d. per ann, and was called the Cel- 
larer's manor; the lete of aſſiſe, &c. belonged to it. 


On the diſſolution of the priory, which was fur- 
rendered to Henry VIII. April 1, 1538, by William 
Caſtleton, prior, &, on May 2, in the ſaid year, 
the king new founded it for a dean. ſix prebendäries, 
Kc. and appointed Caſtleton the firſt dean; and the 
dean and chapter of Norwich holds it at this time. 


Thorpe is delightfully fi ſituated on a hanging hill, 
which commands the city of Norwich, and the mea- 
dows below, through which the river winds to Yar- 
mouth, and on which are conſtantly paſſing lighters, 
boats and wherries. Being two miles only from Nor- 
wich, it has become of late the reſidence of opulent 
manufacturers, ſeveral of whom have erected exten- 
live buildings in it, and laid out ſpacious gardens : 
indeed it is a village, whoſe ſituation would admit of 
being ornamented with the fineſt hanging gardens in 


Europe. 
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Europe. The village of Thorpe is ſometimes called 
the Richmond of Norfolk, and may vie with the 
proudeſt and moſt admired ſummer retreats in all 
England. Mr. Vere, Mr. Ives, Mr. Goſs, the Rev. 
Mr. Humphrey, and Mr. Boycatt, have each a hand- 


{ome villa here, 
The church is dedicated to St. Andrew, 


In the chancel lies a marble grave-ſtone, In memory 
of Mrs. Mary Chapman, relif of Samuel Chapman, late 
reflor. She founded the Rouſe called Bethel, in Norwich, 
for poor lunatics, and dicd in 1724. 


This worthy rector leſt by his will to the miniſter 
of Thorpe, for a ſermon to be preached annually 
on January 6. 13s. 4d. to the pariſh clerk 20d. and 
to the poor in bread, 95. 2d. with a falary for a 
ichoob-maſter. He was alfa a beneſactor to Corpus 
Chriſti college, Cambridge: gave to the two hoſpi- 
tals in Norwich 200], to cach, and to the augmen- 
tation of the church of Metfield, a donative in Suf- 
folk, ordering his tenements and copyhold lands there 
to be fold, and (which came to above 5201.) to be 
laid out in freehold lands, with a convenient houſe 
for the uſe of the miniſter. He lies buried in the 
chancel of this church, under a black marble, thus 
inſcribed: Samuel Chapman, an tumble admirer of the 
grace and wiſdom of God, in a crucified Jeſus, fell aſleep 
m that Jeſus, the hope of glory, the reſurreclion of life, 


Jan. 29, 1700. 


In 1731 the king preſented, and in 175g the Rev. 
Richard Humphrey was prelemed to this rectory by 
4 Lomas Vere, elq. 


The 
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The perpetual advowſon of this church was grant- 
ed by Richard, biſhop of Norwich, and confirmed 
bv the prior and convent, to Thomas Godfalve, re- 
giſter of the dioceſe, and his heirs, on May 1, 1535, 
In the church was the guild of St. Andrew, 


On Mouſhold heath, about a mile from the ham- 
let of Pockthorpe, to the north-eaſt; was a chapel 
dedicated to St. Catherine, ſaid io have been an an- 
tient parochial chapel about the time of the conqueſt, 
and afterwards re-dedicated to the honor of St. Wil- 
liam, commonly called St. William in the Wood, 
from a boy that was crucified by the Jews at Nor- 
wich, in 1137; a cell of monks belonging to Not- 
wich priory being near to it, and was much frequent- 
ed by pilgrims, but at the diſſolution was demo- 


liſhed. 


Near to this was the chapel of the Tranſlation of 
St. Thomas a Becket, archbiſhop of Canterbury. — 
Here was alſo the chapel of St. Michael, which 
ſtood on the brow of the hill, on the yorth fide of 
the road, juſt out of Biſhopſgate ; its ruins being ſtill 
viſible, and commonly called Kett's (the rebel) caille, 


and was founded by biſhop Herbert. 


There was allo a priory dedicated to St. Leonard, 
ſtanding oppoſite to St. Michael's chapel, built by 
biſhop Herbert as a cell to Norwich priory, now m 
ruins. At the diſſolution it came to the crown, and 
Henry VIII. granted it to Thomas duke of Nor- 
folk : his ſon, Henry earl of Surry, built a ſump- 
tuous houſe on the ſcite, where he lived, and was 
called Mount-Surry, and Surry-houſe. On his at- 
tainder it came to the crown ; and in 1362, queen 
Elizabeth granted it, with the prior's partible wood, 


to Thomas duke of Norfolk, who having allo for- 
feited 
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ſeited it, James I. conferred it, in 1702, on Tho- 
mas Howard; earl of Suffolk. 


WITTON. Part of this town is accounted for 
under the hundred of Walſham, and part under 
that of Blofield. On the conqueſt it was ſeized on, 
and Godric took care of it for the Conqueror : the 
foc was in the king's hundred of Bloheld, and was 
held of the king at the ſurvey by Ulchetel, by 


2 grant; 


Ulchetel had alſo the lord{hips of Ruſhworth in 
Guiltcroſs hundred, and of Lerling in Shropham 
hundred. 


Ulchetel's lordſhips came after to the crown, and 
both of them ſo remained, but part of them was 
granted to the family of de Vetula, alias de Veile, 
by Henry I. In the Roll de Dominab, in the cuſto- 
dy of the king's remembrancer, it appears, that Ri- 
chard de Veile had conſiderable lands here, &c. and 
died before the goth of Henry II. leaving Roger 
his ſon, and five daughters, in the cuſtody "of Ein- 
ma his mother, dauchter of Guy de Botetourt, and 
Thomas Baſſet his uncle. In the 2d of king John, 
Roger de Veile held it with Fiſhley, by the ſervice 
of being the king's falconer. Thomas de Veile was 


lord in the 17th of Henry III. 


In the gd of Edward I. John de Veile was lord; 
and in the 23d of that king John his fon had a 
meſſuage, forty-eight acres of land,” &c. and died 
ſeifed of it in that year, when it deſcended to Regi- 
nald de Dunham; and in che gift of the ſame 
reign, Reginald was found to hold ut by grand ſer- 
jeanty, by . the * hawks, 


Peter 
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Peter Buckſkin was lord in the qth of Edward II. 
and in the 18th of Edward III. conveyed it to Ro- 
ger Hardegrey, citizen of Norwich; and in the 
20th of that king Roger held it by the fourth part 
of a fee. 


Robert Letham, eſq. was lord and patron of the 
church in 1480: by his will, he gives his manor 
here and advowlon to Margaret his wife, remainder 
to Robert his ſecond ſon, who dying a minor, it was 
in the following year ſold by Richard Southwell, eſq. 
{coftee, and confirmed by John Loveday, eſq. exe- 
cutor of Robert Letham, to James Hobart, eſq. with 
a manor in Plumſtead : he preſented in 1508.— 
Miles, his ſecond ſon, was lord, and preſented in 
1331. In this family it remained till mortgaged by 
ſir Miles Hobart, kut. about 1635, as in Plumitcad 
Parva. 


In 1700, William Hewar, eſq. was lord and pa- 
tron ; as was one of the ſaid name in 1742, 


Nicholas le Botcler had a lordſhip in the reign of 
Henry III. which came to Adam de Brancafter, and. 
William de St. Clere, in right of their wives, heirs 
to Nicholas. 


In 1272, St. Clere fold his part to William de 
Heveningham, and Brancalter's pait was fold to Guy 


Botetourt ; and fir Guy Botetourt was returned as 
lord in the gth of Edward II. 


In the 7th of Richard II. licence was granted to 
Margaret, counteſs of Norfolk, to alien to the nuns 
minorelles of Bruſyard in Suffolk. the lordſhip of 
Witton, to pray for the foul of Ann, daughter of 
the ſaid Margaret, deceaſed, late countels of Pea- 
Lroke, 
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broke, and for her on ſtate whilſt living, and her 
{foul when deceaſed. But, in the 12th of the ſaid 


king, another patent was granted to exchange for this 
manor, lands, &e. in Cambridgeſhire, 


There was alſo another conſiderable manor in the 
ſee of Norwich, held by the family of Breideſton, 
lords of Bradeſton, (which was alſo held of that ſee) 
and extended into this town: From the Breideſtons, 
it came to the Cateſtons, or Cawſtons, and from them 
to the Carbonels, as in Bradeſton, &c. and che pa- 
tronage of the church was in this manor, 


The church is a rectory, dedicated to St. Marga- 
| fet, and was conſolidated with Little Plumſlead, 
Feb. 25, 1760. 


The Rev. Mr. Norwood W was preſented 
to this rectory in 1743. by William Blackbourn, 
elq. and Ann Jackſon, widow. He deceaſed Jan. 
31, 1779. Ihe patronage is in Mrs. Greaves and 
others, 


John Dade of Witton, by his will, dated in 1504, 
was buried in this church; orders, © That the old 
« roof of this church be taken down, the walls help- 
ed, and a new roof to be made after the pattern 
of Little Plumſtead; and, becauſe I am not able 
to lead it. I will, that it be reeded, and made at 
„my coſt,” 


Beſides the towns here mentioned, there was, as 
appears from the book of Doomſday. a town called 
Mora, in this hundred ; but — town ſtood, 
15 at this time unknown. t 


*+* In page 16, line 6, of this ha. nah. eſq. 
read James Burkin, eig. 
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Hundred of BROTHERCROSS. 


$ZEZX HIS, with the hundred of Gallow, was 


. 5 poſſeſſed by the crown, till Henry I. 
_=—_— * gave them to William earl Warren and 
1 K ene 17 Surrey, to be held of the caſtle of Nor- 


wich, paying two marks per ann. 


It appears by the book of Doomſday, that the towns 
of thele two hundreds are now ſtrangely intermix- 
ed; many that were. then in Brothercroſs hundred, 
are now in Gallow, viz. Rainham, the moſt ſouthern 
town, at this time in Gallow, was then in Brother- 
crols hundred ; and Burnham-Thorpe, with both 
the Creaks, which are at this time in Brothercroſs, 
were in Gallow hundred. 

A The 
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The number of votes in the hundred of Brother- 
croſs, that were polled at the great conteſted elec- 
tion for tlie county of Norfolk, at Norwich, May 2g, 
1768, between fir Armine Wodehouſe, bart. of 
Kimberley, Thomas de Grey, eſq. of Merton, fir 
Edward Aſtley, bart. of Melton-Conſtable, and 
Wenman Coke, eſq. of Holkham, were as follows: 


f.. a” 


Burnham-Depdale = 3 3 0 0 
Burnham- Norton — 4 4 0 0 
Burnham-Overy - 6 6 1 1 
Burnham-Thorpe 3 3 0 0 
Burnham-Ulph and Sutton o 1 1 
Burnham-Weſtgate $7497 +& © Iv 
North Creak - 2 2 0 0 
South Creak 1 4 6 


8 


— 
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The hundred of Brothercroſs is bounded on the 
weſt by Smithdon, on the north by the Britiſh ocean, 
on the eaſt by the hundred of North Greenhoe, and 
on the ſouth by the hundred of Gallow. It is a fine 
open champain country, bordering upon the ſea: 
the ſoil in general rich and fertile, and the land lets 
ſrom ten to fourteen ſhillings an acre. Ihe moſt 
diſtinguiſhable buildings in it are, 


Burnham-Weſtgate,——Pinkeney Wilkinſon, eſq. 
M. P. "6 
Creak Abbey, — late Thomas Powditch, eſq. 


On the deſcent from Docking to the Burnhams is 
a remarkable fine landſcape: the ſeveral towns of 
Burnham interſperſed below, with a view of Mr. 


Wilkinſon's houſe, and an extenſive proſpect of the 
: Britiſh 
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Britiſh ocean, form together to the mind a coup 


d acl, truly delightful and ſtriking. 


This hundred is about nine miley in length, from 
ſouth to north, and four from eaſt to weſt ; contains 
nine pariſhes, which, with ſeventeen pariſhes in Gal- 
low, conſtitutes the deanry of Burnham, in the arch- 
deaconry of Norfolk, and diocele of Norwich, 


Brothercroſs ſeems to take its name from a croſs, 
placed at the ford or paſs over the river at Burnham, 
which river, in the Saxon age, might be called the 
Brother, as Brotherton, a town in Yorkſhire ; and 
thus Broughton, a town on a brook. 


BURNHAM-DEPDALE, ſo called from its ſcite 
(called aiſo Deepden) in a great valley : the princi- 
pal lordſhip was, we find, at the time of the ſur- 
vey, in the abbey of Ramſey, who held it in king 
Edward's reign. 


BRANcASTER Hart. Wulgiva, wife of Ailwin, 
duke of the Eaſt Angles, gave this manor, with 
Brancaſter, &c. to the abbot of Ramſey on his found- 
ing the faid monaſtery in 969, and king Edgar, and 
Edward the Confeſſor confirmed the ſaid grant with 
many privileges, as may be ſeen in Brancaſter. 


Reinald, or Reginald, abbot, by his deed, ſans 
date, but in the reign of Henry I. grants to Boſeline 
and Alfnia his wife, the land of Ulf, in Depedene, 
(now called Depdale) on this condition, that they 
become the abbot's liege people. 


* Reinaldus Dei gratia abbas Rameſiæ prepoſito 
et hominibus de Branceſtre et omnibus vicinis * 
Francis et Anglis falut.—Sciatis me dediſſe ter- 
| A 2 Tam 


Tn — 
LS — — — — 
- r 


* 45 
ATR 


| 

8 
8 
16s 
**2 
* 
5 
( 
, 
# 


- 4” 
ws —— —— 
4 p * p 
—_ N 
72 


— 
— 2 - 


+ * - ” F - We ” 8 F p4 4 * - 1 
_——LJ_-- k — * £ — 
n CA VT... IS. * — + E 


4 HUND RED OF 

ram Ulf in Depedene (hodie Depedale) huic Bo- 
& ſelino et uxori ejus Alfniæ ita bene ſicut homines 
« de Branceſtre illum teſtificant verum habuiſſe, ea 
* conditione quod effecti ſunt homines liges.“ 
This ſhows that lords of manors had their lieges, 
who were bound and ſworn to pay allegiance to 


them. 


Dzeevare Manor, another lordſhip in this town, 
was poſſeſſed by Roger Bigot, ancellor to * earls of 
Norlolk of that name. 


In the 33d of Henry VIII. John Fincham, eſq. 
was found to die poſſeſſed of it, as appears from 
the eſcheat rolls, and William Fincham his grand- 
ſon died lord in the 14th of Elizabeth. After this 

it was poſſeſſed by Charles Cornwallis, eſq. who 
married the ſiſter and heir of William. This Charles 
Cornwallis was ſecond ſon of fir Thomas Cornwallis, 
of Brome-Hall in Suffolk, privy-councellor to queen 
Mary. 


Afterwards it was purchaſed by wa Soame, 
elq. who was a knight, and lord mayor of London 
in 1598, and John Soame, eſq. was lord in 1656; 
from the Soames it came to John, Harris, eſq. who 
p preſented to the church in 1686, and Elizabeth 
Y Money in 1749. 


The church 1s dedicated to St, Mary, and is a 
rectory, 


The church has a nave, a north iſle, and a chan- 
cel coyered with lead; in a window the arms of 
Calthorpe, impaling gules, three cups argent Argen- 
ton. Here is an old font, ſtanding on five pilaſters, 
a round tower, with one bell. | 


The 
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The preſent rector is the Rev. Henry Crowe, who 
was preſented to the living by Mrs. Catherine Hen- 
ley of Docking in 1766. 


BURNHAM- NORTON, fo called from its ſcite, 
being north of the other Burnhams. 


PorsrED-HaLL Maxon, (of which ſee at large in 
Burnham-Weſtgate) extended into this town, and 
took its name from the Polſteds, lords of it. 


To the church of Burnham- Norton belonged two 
medieties or rectories, in the reign of Edward J. 


The church is dedicated to St. Margaret, and 
ſtands on a hill about a mile diſtant from the town, 
has a nave, a north and ſouth iſle, (che church is 


decayed) covered with lead, and in a round tower 


there is one bell, on which, Virgiuis Egregie vocor 
Campana Marie. 

On the pulpit are painted the four doctors (as 
they were called) of the church, viz. St. Auguſtine, 
St. Ambroſe, St. Gregory, and St. Jerome. 


On the ſcreen, Orate p. aiab; Milli. Groom, et Fo- 
hanne Conſortis ſue qui iſtam fabricam fecerunt depingi in 
honore Anno Dmi. Millo. ccc. LvIII. quor. atab; 
profit. ----, Underneath are the portraitures of eight 
ſaints, and over the heads of St. Ethelbert and the 
Virgin Mary, 


Rex Ethelberte, mereamur calica p. Te, 
Nos cum prole pia benedicat Virgo Maria. 


In the ſouth iſle is a graveſtone in memory of Ly- 


dia Thurlow, wife of John Thurlow, gent. who died 
| A 3 | May 
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May 31, 1676. One in memory of John Thurlow, 
gent. born December 24, 1619, died March 23, 
1684; alſo for Mr. William 'Thurlow, uncle to the 
ſaid John, who died in 1630, and Bridget Thurlow, 
aunt to John, who died 1655, lineally deſcended of 
the Thurlows of Burnham-Ulph. Of this family 
the preſent lord Thurlow, ,lord high-chancellor of 
Great Britain, is lineally deſcended. 


The preſent rector is the reverend Edmund Nel- 
ſon, preſented by the late Horatio Walpole, eſq. in 
1755, who was next year created lord Walpole. 


In this town was a priory of Carmelites, or white 
friars, dedicated to the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and 
founded by fir William Calthorpe, and fir Ralph 
Hemenhale, in 1241, anno 26 Henry III. but it is 
more probable in the beginning of the reign of king 
Edward I. In the 26th of that king they had a pa- 
tent granted * | 


BURNHAM-OVERY, that is, over the Water 
or River, 


Vewrre's Manor. This was a beruite, or part 
of the lordſhip of Burnham-Weſtgate, which was in 
the crown, and farmed by Godric at the time of the 
compiling of Doomſday-Book, and granted by king 
William II. to William de Albini, his butler, an- 
ceſtor to the earls of Arundel, 


Peter Lombard, eſq. was lord in 1740; on whoſe 
death it came, by the marriage of Mary his daugh- 
ter and co-heir, to the honorable Horace Walpole, 
elq. afterwards lord Walpole of Woolterton, 


The ſcite of this manor was in the ſouth part of 
Overy-ſtreet, alias Church-gate, or Eaſt-gate, begin- 
7 ning 
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ning at the ſeveral fiſhery of Vewtres, was well built, 
incloſed with a ſtone wall, and contained about three 


acres, and a ſeveral ſiſhery belonged to it. 


PowrrtTt's Maxon, was formerly a part of the 
manor of Vewtre's, and taken out of it on the 


diviſion of it. 


Sir Philip Parker was lord of it in the jth of 
Charles I. and one of the {ame name had livery of 
it about the 2oth of Elizabeth. The leet fee of 
this manor to the lord of the hundred was gd. 
Peter Lombard, eſq. in 1740, and the right honor- 
able Horatio lord Walpole is the preſent lord. 


'-HaLt-Crose Manor, The Calthorpes had an in- 
tereſt or lordſhip in this town in the reign of Henry 
the gd, 


Peter Lombard, elq. was lord in 1740, and it 
came, on his death, to the honorable Horatio lord 


Walpole, by the marriage of his daughter and co- 
heir. | 


WALSINGHAM Priory Mano, at the diſſolution 
came to the crown; John Watts farmed it, with the 
rectory of St. Clements, at 10l. per ann. in 1590; 
and in the reign of king Charles I. the fee-farm rent 
of it was 16l: 19s. 11d:4 beſides 11. 178. 3d. z pro- 
hits of court, per ann, 


The manor of Burnham-Lathes was in Thomas 
Thurlow, with the rectory of the church of St. Cle- 
ment, 


PeTERSTON PRIoORy, or HosepiTal. This priory 
was in the pariſh of St. Clements, of Burnham- 


Overy. 
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$ It appears that there was a controverſy between 
the canons of Walſingham, who had the church of 
St. Clement's of Burnham appropriated to them, and 
Thomas, prior of the hoſpital of St. Peter de Petra, 
in Burnham, 'That whereas the prior and convent of 
Walſingham had granted to the maſter and brothers 
of the hoſpital a free chantrey in their chapel, or 
oratory, at Burnham, with right of burial in their 

church-yard, within the pariſh of Burnham St. Cle- 
ment's, for the brotherhood, for which they were to 
pay a mark of filver yearly to the prior: on the 
refuſal of the payment it was recovered, with the ar- 
rears thereof, againſt the maſter and brethren afore- 
ſaid. The lands belonging to the prior of Wal- 
ſingham, called Crab-hall lands, were to pay 238. 
in the name of a relief, and the prior to do homage 
for them to the earl of Arundel, containing eighty 
acres, valued at 268. 8d. and were bought, or given 
to them, by fir Edmund de Reynham, knt, 


In the 28th of Henry VI. the prior of Walfing- 
ham had a grant of the-ſcite, or place of the priory, 
or hoſpital of Peterſton, in Burnham St. Clement's, 
ſo that it was united to the aforeſaid priory by a 
grant of the king, and confirmed by the biſhop of 


Norwich. 


Peterſton ſeems to have been an hamlet to Burn- 
ham St. Clement's, and was charged ſeparately for 
its tenths, at 21, 4s. out of which 14s. were deducted. 


At the general diſſolution of religious houſes it 
came to the crown, and was granted April 11, in the 
4th year of Edward VI. to Thomas, biſhop of Nor- 
wich, and his ſucceſſors, and is held of that ſce by 
leaſe. 


It 


t on — En, 
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It belonged, as Spelman ſays, about the end of 
queen Elizabeth's reign, to Richard Manſer, gent. 
who had much ſuit and quarrel with Firmine Gray 
about a leaſe of it, and died without iſſue, diſpoſing 
of it by will to Roger Manler, his brother, who was 
deprived of it by Armiger, of North Creak, 
who married Richard Manſer's ſiſter, and left it to 
William Armiger, his ſon and heir, who fold it, to 
ſecure the title, to the lord chief juſtice Coke. 


WINDbHAM PrIony MANOR. William le Vewtre, 
lord of Burnham, granted to this monaſtery ſix acres 
of land and an half, for the ſoul's health of king 
Henry I. and of William his butler, and of Willi- 
am earl of Arundel, his lord, with the homages of 
his men, and Matthew, ſon of William de Burn— 
ham, gave them lands, and a portion of tithe. The 
church of St. Clement's belonged to them, valued 
in 1428 at nine marks per ann, 


John Thurlow, gent. of this pariſh, had an eſtate 
herein, and dying July 7, 1583, leſt by Amia his 
wife, Thomas his ſon and heir, who dying April 
10, 1618, left by Dinah his wife, (afterwards re-mar- 
ried to Nicholas Smith) John Thurlow, gent. who 
by an inquiſition taken at Norwich, July 23, in the 
7th of Charles I. was found to die ſeized of two 
meſſuages and thirty-four acres of land in this town, 
Auguſt the 10th, 1631, held of fir Philip Parker, 
of his manor of Pomfrets, by fealty, of nineteen 
acres of marſh land, held of the king, in capite, and 
of two meſſuages and thirty acres in Burnham, Burn- 
ham-Thorpe, &c. John was found to be his ſon 
and heir, then an infant, by Anne his wife, daugi.- 
ter of Salter. 


On the igth of November, 1664, ſir Edward 
Byſhe granted a patem to John Thurlow, of Burn- 


ham 
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ham-Overy, a great traveller many years in feveral 
parts of Europe, America, Africa, &c. for theſe arms; 
—azure, a Jacob's ſtaff between three ſtars, or; creſt, 
an anchor erect, gules, the cable or. 


The portion of tithes abovementioned came after- 
wards to Nicholas Mynne, of Liule Walſingham, 
who gave it to Caius college in Cambridge, and for 
which a yearly rent of ſixteen quarters of barley is 
paid, | 


The church of Burnham-Overy is dedicated to St. 
Clement: churches ſo dedicated may be obſerved for 
the moſt part to be always ſeated near ſome water, 
river, or fea, 


The church is in a conventual manner. the 
ſteeple being between the nave, or body, and the 
chancel; and has alſo a ſouth ifle, which with the 


nave 1s covered with lead, and the chancel is tiled, 
and in the tower, which is four-{quare, is one bell. 


In the church lie ſeveral grave-ſtones in memory 
of the Thurlows. One with a braſs plate, Pray for 
the ſoule of Ratheryn Thurlow, whych dyed in the yere 
of our Lord 1 517.—Pray for the foule of Thomas Thyr- 
lowe, which dyed in 1516. —One, In memory of Eli- 
zabeth, wife of Thomas T hyrlow, of Thorpe, Gent. who 
' dyed Fan. 29, 1678, and buried by Thomas his grand- 
father ; ſhe dyed Nov. 30, 1679, and left only two daugh- 
ters, Mary and Elizabeth, 


On a north pillar by the ſteeple, a monument, In 
memory of Ann, the wife of Robert Blyſord, Gent. who 
dyed March 10, 1672, aged 35. Alſo of Robert Bly- 
ford, Gent. who dyed Nov. 8, 1704, aged 70 years and 
3 months: they had iſſue, Henry, Mary, Ann, * 

| Go 
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Ec. and this ſhield, quarterly, argent and gules, on 
a bend ſable, 3 mullets of iſt, impaling a chevron 
between g. A grave-ſtone for, Fokn, Watts, Gent. 

who died Apr. 25, 1677 and for Thomas Watts and 
Dorothy has wife; Thomas died 6 of Feb. 169g, aged 
60, ſhe Of, 1693, aged 62.——One for Thomas 
Blyford, of Burnham-Overy, Gent. who died Feb. 1687, 
aged 64 years. In the chancel, one for Henry 
Blyford, jon and har of Robert Blyford, late of 
Burnham-Overy, Gent. by Ann his wiſe, daughter of 
Henry Thurlow, who married Fane, eldeſt daughter of 
James Willis, of Brancaſter, merchant, by Amy, ſecond 
daughter of Henry Woodrow, of Burnham-Weſtgate, mer- 
chant, a man in all reſhecls truly deſerving, being ſirialy 
Juſt, temperate, and good, died March 18, 1712, in his 
49 year; with the arms of Blyford impaling Willis, 

per feſs, argent and gules, 3 lions rampant counter- 
changed, in a bordure, ermine. Another, In me- 
mory of Mary Mott, daughter of Robert Blyford, of 
Burnham-Overy, Gent. by Anne his wiſe; ſhe had two 
huſbands, Fol T hurſton, Eſq. by whom ſhe lyeth, and 
had a ſon John ſurviving, &c. her ſecond huſband, Ed- 
mund Mott, doctor of phyfack, who lyeth entombed in New 
Walſingham church, and had iſſue by him, Edmund, 

Mary, and Fohn, who only ſururved. She died May 24, 
1702, aged 40; with the arms of Thurfton, elq. 

fable, 3 bugle horns, or, ſtringed azure. —Alſo one 
In memory of John Thurſton, Eſq; ſon of John Thur- 
ſton, of Hoxne in Suffolk, Eſq; who died March 9, 1687, 
aged 57 years and ten weeks, &c. 


Buxxnam Sr. AnpREw, conſolidated with Burn- 
ham St. Clement, July 22, 1421. In this church 
there were four portions; the prior of Wallingham 
was patron of three, and the prior of Peterſton had 
the patronage of the fourth, 


The 
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The preſent vicar of theſe united pariſhes is the 
Rev. Dr. Philip Chandler, preſented to the living, 
1773, and the patronage is in che crown. 


BURNHAM-THORPE. There are ſeveral towns 
here adjoining of the name of Burnham, ſo called 
from a neighbouring ſtream, or brook. "Toke, a great 
Saxon thane, was lord of it in the reign of the Con- 
feflor, and was, at the conqueſt, deprived of it, and 
many more conſiderable lordſhips, when this was 
granted to William earl Warren, and is placed in 
Doomſday-Book under the hundred of Gallow, and 


not in Brothercroſs. 


In the reign of Henry III. Burnham-Thorpe was 
a market-town, and the market held on a Saturday. 


Peter Lombard, eſq. in 1713, bought this eſtate 
of the heirs of fir Philip Parker, of Erwerton in 
Suffolk, who had it by marriage into the family of 
the Calthorpes. 


On the death of Peter Lombard, eſq. it came to 
the honorable Horatio Walpole, created lord Walpole 
of Woolterton by George II. by the marriage of 
Mary, one of the daughters and co-heirs of the ſaid 
Peter, and 1s called Burnham-Thorpe Manor, cum 
membris, viz. Coldham's and Hayward's, 


WINSDbHAM Priory Manor. This came to the 
crown, and was granted February 12, in the 4th and 
5th of Philip and Mary, to John Cajus, doctor of 
phyſic, who gave it to Cajus college of Cambridge. 
of which he was maſter, and in this ſociety it re- 


mains 0 : 


Virtev's Maxon, another lordſhip in this town, 
was at the ſurvey in the poſſeſſion of Robert de Vir- 
ley 


BROT HER CROSS. 13 


ley, held by Godwin in king Edward's time, and 
after by Ralph earl of Norfolk, who on his rebellion 
in the reign of the Conqueror, had forfeited it. 


The church is dedicated to All Saints, and is a 
rectory. 


We 
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In the middle of the church lies a grave- ſtone or- 
namented with a rim of braſs, thus inſcribed :— 
Will. Calthorp Miles, quondam Dnus. Manerii et Patro- 
nus Ecclie. de Brunham omn. Scor. Com. Norff. filius 
Oliveri Calthorp Militis, et Sibille Uxorts ejus filie 
ſub hoc marmore in Ecclia. predidla requieſcent, obiit xx 
quarto die Decembris Anno Dni. . ccc. xx. quor. ani- 
mabus propitietur Deus, Amen. At the upper end of 
the ſaid ſtone are, in two ſhields, the arms of Cal- 
thorpe and St. Omer; azure, a feſs between fix 
croſslets, or. The arms of Sibilla, his ſecond wife, 
daughter and heir of ſir Edmund de St. Omer; 
under each ſhield is a bird ſtanding on a mount, 
with this label, Penſey de Fyner ; below, is the effigy 
of fir William in armour, between two fillets of 
braſs; on that on his right ſide, Qurſques s qui 
tranfierts, ſta. p. lege, p. lora. The fillet on the left 
hide is reaved, whercon, no doubt, was, Sum quod 
erts, fueramg; quod es, pro me precor, ora. A grave- 
ſtone in memory of Frances Paſton, daughter of fir 
William Cornwallis the younger, by his wife Ca- 
therine, daughter of fir Philip Parker, the relict of 
Thomas Paſton, eſq. and ſecond fon of fir Edmund 
Paſton, knt. who died November 6, in her 73d 
year, and in 1675, with the arms of Paſton, impal- 
ing Cornwallis, 


Alſo, Hic poſitæ ſunt Exuviæ ſancliſſimi Viri Plalippt 
Cornwaleys hujus Eccleſiæ quondam rectoris Gulielmi 
Cornwalleys Militis, filu natu minimt, qui obiit Decemb. 

30, 1688. This on a ſtone with a braſs plate. - 
ne 
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One in memory of Peter Lombard, ſon of Peter, 
who died January 1, 1717, aged 19. Here are two 
penons with the arms of Lombard; argent, a che- 
vron between three lions heads eraſed. azure. 


It appears that in che reign of Edward I. there 
was alſo another church in Burnham-Thorpe, dedi- 
cated to St. Peter, but at that time conſolidated to 
Burnham All Saints. This conſolidation took place 
December 24, 1364. 


The preſent rector is Edmund Nelſon, A. M. pre- 
ſented by the late Horatio Walpole, eſq. in 1755, 
who was next year created lord Walpole. 


BURNHAM-ULPH and SUTTON. Sutton, ſo 
called from its ſcite, lying ſouth of the other towns. 


The priory of Walſingham had a lordſhip here, 
Crab-Hall, which was granted on the goth of July, 
in the gth of Elizabeth, to fir Thomas Hencage and 
Ann his wife, in conſideration of the manor of Leg- 
borne, with the rectory, and the ſcite of the priory of 
Legborne, conveyed by them to the queen ; the fee 
farm rent of it was in fir Charles Cornwallis, in 
160g. 


This manor of Crab- Hall was afterwards in the 
'Thurlows. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Albert, or 


Ethelbert, is now in ruins. 


The preſent rector is the Rev. Edmund Nelton, 
preſented in 1755 by the crown, 


A mediety of All Saints was conſolidated with 


Burnham St. Albert's, Augult 5, 1420, as allo a me- 
diety 
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diety of St. Margaret's to the ſame rectory, Nov. 17. 
1422. At the ſame time the other medieties of All 
Saints and St. Margaret's were annexed to Burnham 


St. Mary's. 


BURNHAMd Urn, All Saints. This town takes 
the additional name of Ulfe, or Ulpe, from its ſcite, 
near the river, as Ulferton, or Wolterton, in Free- 


bridge hundred, 


Here is no ſteeple, a little bell hangs without the 
church, at the weſt end. 


BURNHAM-WESTGATE. Hugh de Montfort 
was lord of a conſiderable manor in Burnham at the 
ſurvey 


PorsTep-Harr ſtood in a cloſe, which retains its 
name at this time. It took its name from the lords 
of it. Sir Hugh de Polſtede married Hawys, daugh- 
ter of Hugh de Cundois, lord of Burnham-Mercate. 


In the 4th of Henry V. a proclamation was iſſued, 


that whoever ſhould take fir John Oldcaſtle, late lord 


Cobham, (then attainted) ſhould be paid by the king 
1000 marks, and have 20l. per ann. for life; and if 
any corporation took him, an exemption irom tenths 
and fifteenths through the kingdom; and on the 
28th of April, in the next year, this manor of Polſted 
Hall was granted by the king to ſir John Rothenhale, 
on whoſe death, about the 8th of that king, it was 
granted to fir Lewis Robſart, knight of the garter, 
tor life, 


In the 35th of Henry VIII. February 14, Edward 
Warner had a reverſionary grant of it, and fir Ed- 
ward Warner died ſeized of it in the 8th of Eliza- 

beth, 
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beth, when it deſcended to his brother Robert, who 
had a licence, in the 16th of that queen, to alien i: 
to his ſon, Henry Warner, of Mildenhall, eſq. and 
in the following year conveyed part of it to Francis 
Cobbe; and in the 44th of the ſaid reign, Thomas 
Rouſe, eſq. had a præcipe to render the manor of 


Polited-Hall to Hen. Cornwallis, and Robert Drury, 
elq. 


By an indenture, dated December 6, in the 14th 
of king James, fir Stephen Soame, knt. &c. pur- 
chaſed of Charles Cornwallis, &c, Polſted-Hall ma- 


nor, with us appurtenances. 


Thomas Harris, eſq. was lord in 1724. Pink- 
ney Wilkinſon, eſq. member of parliament for the 
borough of Old Sarum in Wiltſhire, is the preſent 
lord. He married the daughter of Mr. Thurlow, of 
Burnham-Weſtgate, an heireſs to a very conſiderable 
fortune. Mr. Wilkinſon has built a very elegant 
ſeat near the church, and has raiſed many plantati- 
ons in the neighbourhood. 


Barccrrs Maxor, On the forfeiture of this lord- 
ip, by Ralph, the earl of Norfolk, the Conqueror 
being ſeiſed of it, and being in the crown, and held 
by Godric, it remained ſo till king William II. gave 
it to William de Albiny, anceſtor to the earls of 
Arundel, of whom fee in Caſtle-Riſing. 


RevnHam's, or LExHam's Manor. The ancient 
family of de Rainham gave name to a lordſhip in 
this town, held of the honor of Clare; and by the 
elcheat rolls, in the 46th of Edward III. Humfrey 
de Bohun, earl of Hereford and Effex, was found to 
die ſeiſed in capite, of the 8th part of a fee, held by 
the heirs of Ralph Hemenhale, formerly by fir Ed- 
mund de Reynham. 


Thomas 
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Thomas Harris, eſq. lord and patron in 1724.— 
Mr. Wilkinſon, merchant of London, lord in 1758, 


Concealed lands here, in the tenure of Robert 
Jenyſon, granted September 22, in the 17th of Eli- 
zabeth, to John Herbert and Andrew Palmer. 


The church is dedicated to St. Mary, and conſiſt- 
ed of two portions; that of St, Mary belonging to 
the priory of Coxford, and that of St. Edmund, cach 
valued at 12 marks. The prior of Coxford's moiety 
was appropriated, and had a manſe with thirty acres 
James de Thorp was patron of the other mediety : 
Peter-pence, 17d.—lhe prior of Caſtleacre had a 
portion of tithe out of the demean land, valued at 
7s. per ann. Hubert de Britheworth claimed, in the 
15th year of king John, the right of preſentation to 
the # nar of St. Mary, againſt the prior of Cox- 
ford; and the jury on the caſe, find that Hubert, 
erandfather to the preſent Hubert, had impleaded 
Ralph Belle, on account of the ſaid right; and 
Ralph's right was allowed, (and he preſented Tho- 
mas de la Folie to the vicarage) as the prior's was at 
this time. 


The church has a nave, a north and ſouth iſle, 
with a chancel. 


The ſteeple is at the weſt end of the church, and 
embattled, and under the batilements is the old cy- 
pher or name of the Virgin, and ſeveral ſmall figures 
in niches, and four bells, 


On grave-ſtones in the chancel, the following me- 
morials: Henry T hurlow, and Mary his Wiſe, deſcend- 
ed from the Thurlows of Burnham-Overy; he died May 


29, 1678. | 
B Mary, 
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Mary, the daughter of Thomas Sotherton, of T aver- 
ham, Eſq. wife of Fokn Thurlow, of Burnham-Weſtgate, 
Gent. died April 12, 1704, aged go, leaving three chil- 
dren, Mary, Anne, and Thomas; with the arms of 
Thurlow, impaling Sotherton, argent, a fels, and 
two creſcents in chief, gules. 


On another, the pourtraitures or effigies of a man 
between his two wives; and on a plate, Of your 
charite, pray for the ſowls of John Huntely, Mary and 
Anne his wiffes; the whyche John departyd to Allemyte 
God the 5th day of Fenevere, the pere of our Lord God 
M.CGCCC.111. o whoſe ſowelles, Fhu. have mercy. Amen. 


In the nave, on a large marble grave-ſtone, with 
the pourtraiture of a prieſt in his habit, and a plate 
of braſs: Of your charite, pray for the ſoule of fir 
William Hoker, otherwiſe called Gaſteld, the wiche deſſe- 
cid the xvth day of Nov. Ao. Dni. M. v. xl. on | wihofe 


ſoule Feſu have my. 


In the church-yard, an altar monument in memo- 
ry of Robert Thurlow, woollen-draper, who dicd 
September —, 1678, aged 35; and for Thomas 
Ward, Gent. who married the widow of Robert 
Thurlow, and died October 31, 1710, aged 6g. 


The Rev. Bryan Allott, jun. was preſented to this 
rectory in 1766, by Hutton Perkins, of Barnard- 
caſtle in the county palatine of Durham. 


Medieties of St. Margaret's and All-Saints were 
conſolidated with this rectory, Nov. 17, 1422. 


BugNHñHAU- WesTGaTE ST. Epmund, John le 
Moyne was patron about the time of Edward I. when 


a chaplain reſided, and ſerved the cure. 
CREAK, 
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CREAK, NORTH, now accounted a part of the 
hundred of Brothercroſs, was at the time of the grand 
lurvey a member of the hundred of Gallow. 


Manor of CRkax. The town takes its name 
from its ſcite on a ſmall river, or creak, that runs 
through this town and South Creak. 


In the reign of Henry IT. fir Robert de Creke 
held it of Roger Bigot earl of Norfolk, and this ma- 
nor remained in that family till Edward II. when it 
was divided between the huſbands of two heireſſes. 


Edmund Knevet, eſq. ſecond ſon of Edmund Kne- 


vet, of Buckenham-Caſtle, eſq. with his wife, had 
livery of this lordſhip, July 5th, in the 25th of Hen- 
ry VIII. and was ſeiſed of all the eſtate of the 
Jhorpes. In this family it remained till fir Thomas 
Knevet ſold it, June 19th, in the 33d of Elizabeth, 
to Richard Manſure, of North Creak, for 1300l. 


In the gqih of Elizabeth, William Armiger, and 
Anne his wife, ſiſter and heir of Richard Manſure, 
levied a fine, September gd, and ſettled their manor 
of Thorpe-Hall, in North-Creak, on William, Miles 
and Manſure Armiger, their ſons; William the fa- 
ther died March 17, 1607, and Anne his wife in 
1610. From the Armigers it came to Sarah, relict 
of John duke of Marlborough, who leſt it to the 
honorable John Spencer, and his ſon, earl Spencer, 
is the preſent lord. 


WarLsIincyam-Priorny MANOR. Mary de Paken- 
ham, widow of Edmund de Pakenham, who died 


poſſeſſed of a moiety of the manor of North Creak, . 


in the 35th of Edward III. gave it by her will to the 


priory of Walfingham, 
B 2 EARL 
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EARLl Warren's Maxor, or CaLTHORPE's. Tn 
162;, Mr. William Vowell was lord of Calthorpe's 
manor, in North Creak, and held it as a tenant to 
Chriſt college in Cambridge. 


The EARL of CIARES Manor, King William, 
on the conqueſt, gave to William de Scoies the lord- 
ſhip held here by Turchill. 


The church is dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and 


is a rectory. 


In the reign of king Edward I. fir John de Creyk 
was lord and patron, when there was alſo another 
church, called St. Michael in the Mount, in which 
there was ſervice only once a week: it was paro- 
chial, had a right of baptiſm, and ſaid to be the 
moſt antient church. | 


The preſent rector is the Rev. Charles Poyntz, 
D. D. brother in law to the preſent earl Spencer. 
who was preſented to this living by Hugh earl ol 
Marchmont, one of the ſixteen peers for Scotland, 
Beverſton Filmer, and John Spencer, eſqrs. in 1760. 


This valuable rectory, one of the moſt conſidera- 
ble in the county of Norfolk, is alternately in the 
gift of earl Spencer and the biſhop of Norwich for 
the time being. 


Creak ABBEy. In the year 1206 there was a church 
founded in a place called Lingerſcroft, containing 
four hundred acres of ling, or heath, lying between 
Creak and Burnham, in the meadows, and called 
from thence St. Mary de Pratis, by fir Robert de Ne- 
reford, who married Alice, daughter and coheir of 
John Pouchard, ſon of fir William Pouchard; * 

our 
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four hundred acres, Philip de Candois, of Burnham, 
gave in perpetual alms to the monłs of Caſtleacre, in 
the time of king Stephen; and aſterwards Roger, prior 
of Caſtleacre, and the convent enſeoffed the ſaid fir 
William of the ſame. In the reign of Henry II. 
there was maſs ſaid in the ſaid church, but fir Ro- 
bert Narford being conſtable of Dover caſtle under 
Hubert de Burgh, chief juſtice of England, and ob- 
taining a victory at ſea over the French. deſigning to 
invade England, wich the conſent of Alice his wife, 
built a chapel to St. Bartholomew, with an hoſpital 
for thirteen poor lay brethren, and four chaplains, and 
a maſter or head. William de Geyſt, with the con- 
ſent of his patroneſs Alice, being the firſt chaplain, 
took upon him a canonical habit, with his brethren, 
and was called prior of St. Mary de Pratis by Creak, 
by whom the aſoreſaid land was manured in their 
own hands, and proper coſts; and the ſaid chapel 
and hoſpital were dedicated, 1221, by Jeffrey de 
Burgh, biſhop of Ely, (nephew of the ſaid Alice, 
and brother of Hubert de Burgh) ſufiragan to Pan- 
dolf, biſhop of Norwich, the pope's legate. After 
this the lady Alice ſettled the advowſon of this priory 
on king Henry III. and his heirs for ever, who made 
it an abbey, and confirmed its liberties, October 26, 
in his 15th year, ST 


In the year 130g Thomas de Sutcreyk was admit- 
ted abbot of Creak abbey, and a regular ſucceſſion 
of abbots continued till the year 150g, when Giles 
Sherrington occurs abbot, and he dying without a 
convent to ele& a ſucceſſor, the abbey was conhder- 
ed as diſſolved, and the lands and revenues to de- 
volve to the crown. 


It appears by the will of fir William Calthorpe, of 
Burnham-Thorpe, dated May 31, in the 10th of 


B 3 Henry 
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1 
Henry VII. that many of his anceſtors were here 
buried in a chapel; and he appoints that all che 
goods of dame Sybill Boys ſhould be employed to— 
wards making the quire, the preſbytery, and repair- 
ing this abbey, and gives 741. for that purpoſe. 


Giles, abbot in 1503, mentioned then in the will 
of Walter Aſlake, of Creak abbey, wherein he gives 
to this convent all thoſe lands that he purchaſed of 
fir Roger Strange, knt. lying in the fields of Holme 
and Ringſtead, ſo that they can get the lands in 


mortmain in three years, elſe to be ſold, and the 
money to the profits of the ſaid abbey, provided that 
the abbot and convent, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall 
kepe his obit perpetually ; giving to every canon 
there 5s. per ann. and on the obit 4d. and provided. 
that they ſhall ſeal a general releaſe of 7s. yerely 
rent, to his attourneys or heirs, that ſhall have his 
manor of Bardolf, in Ryngſted, after his deccaſe; 
Item. To the ſaid abby, a compleat veſtment of 
white damaſk ; Item, I will, that the north ſide of 
the queer in the ſaid abby be made with tymber, 
workmanſhip, and nayles of my goods, and mete 
and drink, ſand and lime, at the coſt of the abbot 


and convent. 


In the 22d of Henry VIII. a patent was granted 
to the lady Margaret, counteſs of Richmond, mo- 
ther to that king, with licence for her to give to 
Chriſt's college, Cambridge, this abbey, with all its 
lands: it being looked upon as diſſolved, becauſe 
the abbot died without a convent to elect another, 
whereupon all the lands and revenues became thus 
ſettled on Chriſt's Coll. by the lady Margaret, the 
foundreſs, who are {till in poſſeſſion of the ſame, 


The walls of this abbey are ſtill remaining, and 


make part of the moſt admired antiquities in this 
county, 
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county, The choir is ſtill perfectly diſtinguiſhable, 
and ſo entire, that except being open at the top it 
might be conſidered by a traveller at a diſtance as a 
place of worſhip to this day. The abbey eſtate is 
now held of Chriſt college in Cambridge, on a leale 
renewable every ſeven years, 


The abbot and canons were of the order of St. 
Auguſtin. On the foundation of the hoſpital ſeve- 
ral orders were made for the government of it, viz. 
That the brethren to be admitted, ſhould at their 
entrance promiſe chaſtity and obedience to the maſ- 
ter.— That none ſhould have any property to him- 
ſelf.— That a light ſhould burn day and night in the 


church. 


Mr. Samuel Buck has given a weſt view of this 
priory, among other prints, publiſhed by him in 


1738. 


CREAK, SOUTH. Part of this town was a 
beruwite in the reign of the Confeſſor, to Herold's 
lordſhip of Fakenham, after the battle of Haſtings, 
wherein he (being then king of England) was lain, 
the Conqueror took poſſeſſion of it. 


Towards the ſea fide in all the neighbouring vil- 
lages are caſt up little hills, which our great anti- 
quarian Cambden 1s of opinion were certainly the 
burying places of the Danes and Saxons upan their 
engagements in theſe parts, | 


In South Creak there is a very remarkable Saxon 
fortification, very large and extenſive, and denotes 
the fields near Creak to have been a ſcene of war 
between thoſe nations : the way that goes from it is 
to this day called Blood-gate, as a mark of great 

384 ſlaughter, 
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ſlaughter and ſhedding of blood. Around the fields 
is alſo gathered great plenty of the herb Ebulum, 


which the inhabitants call Dane-blood, as if it were 
the produce of Heir blood ſpilt here. 


This large Saxon fortification “, near which at 
preſent ſtands a windmill, is well worth the notice 
of an obſerving traveller, or an anxious antiquarian, 
The fortification is about half a mile ſouth weſt of 
the church of South Creak in the road to Siderſtone 
and Houghton. 


Bravror's Manor. It remained in the crown, 
till king Henry I. granted it to Ralph de Beaufoe. 


In the gd of Henry VI. Sir John Beaufoe died 
ſſeſſed of it, and Sir William his brother was his 


eir. 


The lady Eleanor Townſhend died ſeiſed of it, as 
appears by the eſchact-rolls, in the 17th of Henry 
the 7th. | 


In the g6th of _ VIII. John Baſſet conveyed 
it to Roger Townſhend, and Sir Roger Townſhend, 
bart. died lord of it in 16g6, in which family it re- 
mains; the right honourable Charles lord viſcount 
Townſhend died lord, and his fon George, lord 
viſcount, now enjoys it. 


CREA RK-ABBEY Manor. On the diſſolving of 
Creak abbey, it was granted by king Henry VII. 
to his mother, the lady Margaret, counteſs of Rich- 
mond, who granted it to Chriſt's college in Cam- 
bridge, where it ſtill remains as in Creak abbey. 


Ros Es 
See the plan taken by Mr. Armftrong, 
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Rosz's Manon. The earl Warren's lordſhips in 


\ North Creak and Burnham Thorpe, extended into 
Ty this town. 


On the gd of April, in the 26th of Henry VIII. 
Fdward Calthorpe of Kirby-Cane in Norfoll. Eſq. 
and Thomaſine his wife, ſold the manor of Roſes 
in this town, Holkham, &c. which Mrs, Elizabeth 
Calthorpe, widow of William Calthorpe, Eſq. held 
for life, with the reverſion of all the lands held by 
her, to John Pepys of South Creak, merchant. 


This manor continued for a long ſeries of years 
in the family of the Pepys, one of which founded 
a library for the uſe of the maſter and fellows of 
Magdalen college in Cambridge, ſtiled to this day 
Bibliotheca Pi þr/rana. 


CASTTTACRE-PRI OR Maxor. At the diſſolution, 
Thomas, prior of Caſllcacre, and the convent, in 
Michaelmas term in the 29th of Henry VIII. con- 
veyed it to Thomas, duke of Norfolk, with the ap- 
propriated rectory, and the patronage of the Vicarage 


of this church. 


The church was originally a rectory, but is now 
a vicarage: the impropriation of the great tithes 1s 
in the lord viſcount Townſhend who 1s patron of 
this living. The Rev. Mr. Wm. Fiſher is the preſent 
Vicar, preſented by lord Townſhend in 1768, and a 
ſecond time in 1 774. 


This town gives name to the deanry of Toſtrees. 


WATERDEN. So called from its ſcite, in a 
watery valley, and was held at the ſurvey under the 


carl Warren. 
In 


f 
= 
. 
. 
p 
b 
ll 
1 


„ 
20 


26 BROTHERCROSS HUNDRED. 


In the goth of Henry VI. William Walton, eſq. 
was lord of Waterden-hall, in right of Catherine 


his wile, daughter and heir of John Dorant. 


Gyles Sefoule, Eſq. was lord in 1556, and mar- 
ried Alice, daughter of Laurence Norton, of South- 
Creak. 


The church of Waterden is dedicated to All Saints, 


This hamlet was for many years in the-ſamily of 
Thomas Sefoule, eſq. who was lord in the beginning 
of che reign of queen Elizabeth. 


From various poſſeſſors it is is come to the Hoik- 
ham eſtate, and Lord Leiceſter died poſſeſſed of it in: 
1759: in 1750 his lordſhip preſented the Rev. 
Thomas Flacke to this rectory. 


There is but one family in the pariſh, and one 
ſenant upon the eſtate. | | 
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Hundred and Half of Clackcloſe. 


of LAKE HHIS hundred and half lies on the weſt- 
2 N W% ern part of the county of Norfolk, and 
F. T % adjoins to the Iſle of Ely. It is bound- 
ci ed on the north by the hundred of 
MKö Freebridge Lynn and Marſhland; by 
South Greenhoe and Grimſhoe on the eaſt, and by 
Cambridgeſhire on the ſouth and weſt. The Saxon 
king Edgar gave the Jordſhip of it to the abbey of 
Ramſey in Huntingdonſhire, with ſixty ſocmen in the 
towns of Wimbotſham, Hilgay, Downham, and its 
market, at the requeſt of Oſwald, a monk, who 
lived with him; and at the grand ſurvey made by, 

William 
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William I. we learn that the aforeſaid abbey had 
70s. per ann. iſſuing out of the profits of the ſoc, 
or lordſhips of it. 


Sir Henry Spelman obſerves, that there were ſixty 
monks in that convent, ſo that every monk had his 
ſocman to maintain him, and that there were four 
other ſocmen to maintain the abbot. Many and 
great were their privileges. In the 4th of king John 
they were confirmed, as they had been by Hen. I. 
with the ſame liberties and pleas that belonged tv 
the crown. 


In the gd of Edward I. the jury find, that it was 
valued, together with the lordſhips of Wimbotſham, 
Hilgay, and the Market of Downham, at ten marks 
per ann. and that the abbot had the taking out and 
the return of all writs, &c. view of frank-pledge, 
forfeitures, felons goods, the leet, a gallows, and a 
priſon belonging to it, which was at Wimbotſham ; 
and in the 41ſt of Henry III. William Briton, the 
king's juſtice, by the king's writ made a gaol deli- 
very of many robbers, &c. taken within and without 
the abbot's liberty. 


The hundred court, and ſheriff's turn, was then 
held at Clackcloſe hill, on the common of Stradſet; 
and all lords of manors within the liberty, their te- 
nants, and all men of conſiderable eſtates, were ſuit- 
ors to it, excepting the tenants of the biſhop of 


Ely, abbot of Dereham, prior of Shouldham, &c, 


On the diſſolution of religious houſes in the reign 
of Henry VIII. it came to the crown, when the hun- 
dred was ſeparated from the half hundred; and on 
October 14, in the iſt and ad of Philip and Mary, 


the hundred was granted to Edward lord 2 
: oon 


rng a & n . Py 


C LACK CLOSE. 3 


ſoon after was purchafed by fir Nicholas Hare, on 
whoſe death, October go, in the year following, *. 
chael his ſon and heir had livery of it. 


On the death of fir John Hare, in 1637, it was 
valued at 451. per ann. and his deſcendent, fir Geo. 
Hare, bart. was lord, who appoinied his own bai- 
lift, ſteward, and coroner, and died in 1764. 


The lately deceaſed Thomas Moore, D.D. and fir 
Thomas Harris, bart. were lords in right of their 
ladies, ſiſters and co-heirs of the eſtates belonging to 
the ancient family of Hare. 


Several grants ſrom the crown have confirmed it, 
with all its rights and privileges, to this family, and 
one in particular, in the 2d year of James I. to fir 
Ralph Hare. 


The half hundred being ſeparated from the hun- 
dred, and veſted in the crown, was -granted on 
March 2, in the 5th of Edward VI. to John Dud- 
ley duke of Northumberland, who conveyed it the 
next day to Edmund Beaupre, eſq. of Outwell, to 
be held of the king in ſoccage, as part of the manor 
of Eaſt Greenwich in Kent; and by the marriage of 
Dorothy, daughter and heir of Edmund, by his ſe- 
cond wife, came to fir Robert Bell, lord chief baron 
of the Exchequer, who was killed by a peſtilential 
fume or vapour at Oxford aſſizes in 1577, whole de- 
ſcendents enjoyed it, till Beaupre Bell, eſq. on his 
death, about 1741, gave it by will to Elizabeth, his 
youngeſt ſiſter, who in 1742 was married to William 
Greaves, eſq. of Fulbourne in Cambridgeſhire, and 
is now lord in her right, This gentleman has 
added Beaupre Bell to his own name, and was lately 


Commiſſary of the univerſity of Cambridge, 
This 
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This half hundred extends itſelf into the ifle of 


Ely, and the great level of the fens; Wellney, or. 


Croft river, running through the towns of Upwell, 
Outwell, and Wellney, being the boundary of the 
county of Norfolk, with the iſle of Ely; the north 
fide or part of the river being in Norfolk, and the 
ſouth ſide in the iſle. 


The boundaries of this half hundred to the north, 
where it joined to Marſhland, (which belonged to 
the biſhops of Ely) were in ancient days well known, 
and remain upon record; but through great length 
of time, the names of the places and rivers growing 
obſolete, and being much changed and altered 
by new drains, &c. by the adventurers on their drain- 
ing, are at this time, it is to be feared, in a great 
meaſure unknown.“ 


Theſe boundaries were ſettled in the reign of Ri- 
chard I. and appear in a regiſter of che abbey of 
Ramſey, &c. There have alſo been diſputes and. 
law-ſuits about the rights, be a? boundaries, 
between the lords of the hundredYand of the half 
hundred in the laſt century. 


On the 8th of December, in the 36th of Cha. II. 
a robbery being committed near Shouldham-Thorpe 
and Stradſet, the townſhips of Upwell and Outwell 
refuſing to pay their proportion as charged, a ſuit of 
law commenced, they pretending to be in the my 


„ Parkin,———In that part of Mr. Armſtrong's Survey of 
Norfolk, exhibited as a ſpecimen of his intended Map, we find 
the boundary of this Hundred and Half with Marhland and 
the Iſle of Ely is very diſtinctly pointed out; and we doubt 
not but every other part of the county will be delineated in the 
ſame accurate and intelligent manner by that gentleman. 
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of the half hundred; but on a full hearing, it was 
decreed by fir Robert Atkins, lord chief baron, on 
July 9. in the 2d of William and Mary, that they - 
ſhould forthwith pay their ſhares, being members and 


parts of the ſaid hundred of Clackcloſe. 


In Doomſday book this hundred and half is wrote 
Clacheloſa, Clacheſloſa, and Clakeſloſa, and is a 
compound of theſe three words, Cla or Claia, Chels 
or Kels, and Loſa. Cla or Claia; and Cley, beto- 
kens a place ſurcharged with water, as Cley in Nor- 
folk, by the ſea, Clare in Suffolk, and Clavering in 
Eſſex, &. Cheſs or Keſs, is a place ſeated near 
ſome river, as Cheſwick, or Keſwick, in Norfolk and 
in Middleſex, Chacheſton in Norfolk, Cheſham in 
Bucks. Loſa ſets forth its ſcite, Le Ouſe, on the 
river Qule. 


In this hundred ate the following towns, to which 
we add the number of votes polled by freeholders 
fefrdent in each, at the laſt conteſted election, 
March 23, 1768. 


Barton-Bendiſh . 
Beechamwell and Shingham 
Bexwell 

Boughton 

Crimpleſham 

Denver | 

Dercham; Weſt 
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W. 'deG. A. C. 
Runcton South with Holme o © 5 5 
Riſton, Weſt a — 0 0 1 
Shouldham, an * . | 
Shouldham-T horpe C 
Southery 4 4 3 3 
Stoke-Ferry — — 7 7 3 3 
Stow-Bardolph — 0 0 3 3 
Stradſet — 0 0 1 1 
Tottenhill — 0 0 4 4 
Upwell . . 
Wallington with Thorpland o 0 2 2 
Watlington 2 1 1 9 
Wellney — 1 1 7 7 
Wereham — 5 6 1 0 
Wimbotſham — == 4 4 
Wormegay — 0 0 8 
Wretton — 3 4 6 5 


Total 70 90 161 142 


Seats and principal Houſes in ths Hundred, 


Beaupre Hall iz Outwell, W. Greaves B. B. Eſq. 


Beechamwell, - Sir John Berney, Bait. 
Denver — late Capt. Manby. 
Dereham, Weſt Lowe, Eſq. 
Fincham, 5 Rev. Joſeph Forby, 
Fordham, W. Wollaſton, Eſq. M.P, 
Hilgay, Wood Hall late Capt. Manby. 
Riſton, Weſt - Edward Pratt, Eſq. 
Stote-Ferr rn Sir Clem. Trafford, Knt. 
Stou-Bardolph, Mrs. Moore. 


Straddſet, — Philip Caſe, Eſq. 
8 | Rs 
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Upwell (Camb. & Norf.) John Wilkes, Eſq. M. P. 


Wallington, a Henry Bell, Eſq. 
Watlington, - Thomas Pleſtow, Eſq. 
Wereham, We John Heaton, Eſq. | 
Wormegay, - Henry Lee Warner, Eſq. 


The hundred and half of Clackcloſe is in extent, 
from Setchy bridge on the north, to the river Bran- 
don or Little Ouſe, fourteen miles; and from Up- 
well on the welt, to Shingham caſtward, fifteen miles 


and a half. | 


A conſiderable proportion of the great Bedford 
Level extends into this hundred; but as we have 
fully treated on that important ſubject in our general 
deſcription to the hundred of Freebridge, we ſhall not 
here reiterate; and have only to add, that the im- 
provement of the navigation and drainage, which 
has been ſo long and repeatedly agitated, remains 
yet in embryo. | 


The navigable rivers Ouſe, Brandon, Stoke, and 
Nene, and the Old and New Bedford rivers all unite 
in this hundred; by which channels an immenſe 
trafſick is communicated between the port of Lynn 
Regis, and the counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, Cam- 
bridge, Northampton, Huntingdon, and Bedford. 


The upland: parts of this hundred are bold, fer- 


tile, and beautiful; and notwithſtanding the vapour 
which riſes from the fens below, is eſteemed healthy; 
but this may be accounted for by ſuppoſing that the 
{un attracts the effluvia ſoutherly. It abounds with 
woods, ſeats, and large villages. | 


The whole hundred and half pays to the general 
rate of the county gol. gs. towards a fix hundred 
555 


pound 


"Irs — * 
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pound levy, and conſtitutes the deanry of Fincham, 
in the arcdeaconry of Norfolk. 


BART ON, - wrote Bertuna in Doomſday-book, 
and now. called Barton-Bendiſh, to diſtinguiſh this 
town from Barton-Turf in the hundred of Tunſtead. 
It was called Berton by the Saxons, from its ſcite by 
the bills; thus, Barley in Hertfordſhire, Barton in 
Suffolk, Ke. Bergh or Bar fignifying a hill. At the 
grand ſurvey made by William I. in the year 1085, 
it was poſſeſſed by three great lords; one of theſe 
Hermerus de Fereys, or de Ferrers, was lord of this 
| manor by a grant of the Conqueror, on the depriva- 
tion of Turchetel. William was enfeoffed of it un- 
der Hermerus. In Turchetel's time there was 2 
church endowed with twelve acres, which was valued 
. at 60s, per ann. 


Turchetel was a Saxon thane, or nobleman, held 
many lordſhips in this hundred and county, moſt 
of which were granted to Hermerus. William, who 
held it of him, was probably anceſtor of the family 
of de Wormegay, which was alſo a lordſhip of Her- 
merus; he is ſtiled a free-man. Godwin, father of 


king Harold, and his ſons are thus alſo called in the 
grand ſurvey. 


In the book of Doomſday we frequently meet with 
the word commendatio, ' Romulus, the firſt king of 
Rome, placed the Plebeians (as a. truſt) in the hands 
of the Patricians, allowing every Plebeian the li- 
berty, to chuſe any Patrician: he thought proper for 
his patton. Terence, in his; play. called the Eunuch, 
ſays.—** Thats patri ſe commendauit in chentenam, et 
fidem nobis fe dedit. lt is probable the Britons 
learned this of dhe Romans, and lo it came to the 

OBS. 
_ x Another 
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Another thing to be obſerved is, that great Nor- 
man lords at the conqueſt, frequently invaded, or 
ſeized on the lands of many free-men and Saxon 
lords, without any authority or grant from the Con- 
queror, by force and violence. 


Lovis Manor. About the reign of king Ste- 
phen, a family who aſſumed their name from the 
great Saxon dike, lying at the eaſt end of this town- 
ſhip, caſt up (as tis fad) as a boundary to this bun- 
dred; and called de Bendiſh, held it of the honor of 
Wormegay in this hundred, of the hens of Herme- 
rus ; the daughter of John Bendiſh was married to 
Thomas Lovel, in the reign of Richard. J. 


his family claim their deſcent from the earls of 
Iberi in France. John Bendiſh aforeſaid was with 
that king in the wars of the Holy Land, and had 
the king's. protection for his lands. William Lo- 
vel held one knight's fee here in the time of Henry 
III. and in the 54th of that king, John de Lovel at- 
tended prince Edward into che Holy Land, and had 
the king's protection, &c. lord here, and held lands ia 
Boughton, Beechamwell, and Mattiſſal. John Lo- 
vel, ſon of John, died in the 2d of Edward III. fei- 
ſed of this manor, with the advowſon of the church 
of St. Mary, a windmill, Kc. held of che honor of 
Wormegay. Thomas Lovel, fenior, of Barton-Ben- 
diſh, died in 1421, and was buried in St. Mary's 
church of Barton. King Richard, in his gth year, 
exempted; him from ſerving on any jury, or as aa 
eſcheaton, coroner, &c. 


: Thomas Lovel, eſq. his ſon and heir, died in the 
28th of Henry VI. and left Thomas, his ſon, whe 
married Ann, daughter of . Robert Tappes, alderman 
of Norwich, and merchant, The faid Thomas, _ 
| is 
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his father Thomas Lovel, eſq. preſented ſeveral times 
to the church of St. Mary, from the year 1422, to 
the year 1463. In the 15th of Edward IV. a fine 
was levied, wherein this Thomas, and Ann his wiſe, 
convey to fir Thomas Brews, William Yelverton, 
Junior, eſq. all his intereſt in this town, from the 
heirs of the ſaid Ann; and died, ſoon after, without 
iſſue, 


In the year 1474 Gregory Lovel, eſq. preſented to 
St. Mary's church, as lord of this manor ; he was 
ſon and heir of fir Ralph Lovel (as he is ſtiled) bro- 
ther of Thomas Lovel, eſq. aforeſaid, lord of Weſt- 
Hall manor, of Beachamwell; and patron to the 
church of St. John's in taat town, to which he pre- 
ſented five times by the name of Ralph Lovel, eſq. 
the laſt preſentation being in 1475, and died ſoon 
after. By Joan his wife, he was father of three of 
the moſt eminent knights in that time; ſir Gregory 
the firſt ſon; ſir Robert the ſecond, was created a 
knight at Blackheath Field in 1497 ; fir Thomas the 
third, was knight banneret, knight. of the garter, 
chancellor of the Exchequer, preſident of the coun- 
cil, &c. Gregory the eldeſt was alſo a knight, and 
preſented to this church in 1496. 


He married Margaret, daughter of fir William 
Brandon, aunt to Charles Brandon, duke. of Suffolk, 
and was father of Thomas Lovel, eſq. who preſented 
as lord in 1510; and in 1518, then a knight; by 
Catherine his wife, daughter of fir Thomas Wode- 
| houſe, of Kimberly, had Thomas his ſon, and a 
daughter. This Thomas dying before his father, 
without iſſue by his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Johs 
Dethick, eſq. of Wormegay, fir Thomas Lovel con- 
veyed it to Thomas Mono, whoſe ſon, in the reign of 
that queen, ſold it to John Dethick, who preſented 5 
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the church of St. Mary in 1388; and Edmund De- 
thick preſented in 1562. Chi iſtopher Dethick paſſed 
it to Francis Wodehouſe, elq. in the 16th of queen 
Elizabeth, who, in the 21ſt of the ſaid reign con- 
veyed it to Francis Gawdy, eſq. ſerjeant at law, af- 
terwards lord chief juſtice of the common-pleas, who 
died poſſeſſed of it. By the marriage of Frances his 
grand-daughter, it came to Robert Rich, earl of War- 
wick, and ſo to fir Thomas Cheek, who, in the 17th 
of James I. conveyed it to fir Ralph Hare, of Stow- 
Bardolph ; and on the 1oth of October, in the 17th 
of Charles II. was fold by fir Ralph Hare, bart. to 
fir Richard Berney, bart. in which family it remains; 
fir John Berney, bart. ſon of fir Hanſon Berney, of 
Kirby-Bedon, bart. being che preſent lord, 


BRANCASTTR HATT. The ancient family of Bran- 
caſter gave name to it; Robert de Brancaſter was 


living and lord in the reign of Henry II. 
John Fincham and John Codington held in the 3d 


of Henry IV, one fee of the honor of Wormegay 
in the family of Fincham it remained till William 
Fincham conveyed it to Thomas Heigham, gent. 
from whom it came to ſerjeant Gawdy, and afterwards 


to the Berneys, 


CurytLL and Hern-Hatt. Roger Curpell was 
lord, and held half a fee here in the reign of Henry 
III. of the honor of Wormegay, and left four daugh- 
ters and co-heirs : it came to the Cawſtons, and af- 
ter to Nicholas de Maſſingham, who kept a court 
here in the gth of Richard II. and then to the Lovels, 
It was ſoon after united to Lovel's manor, paſſed with 
it, and is in fir John Berney, bart. 


EAsr- 
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 Easr-Harr. One moiety of this was in the Lo- 
vels, the other in the Finchams, in the 26th of 
Henry VIII. held of the honor of Wormegay. Sir 
Thomas Lovel in the 26th of Henry VIII. conveyed 
it to Robert Trapps, goldſmith, of London; and 
Trapps to fir Roger Townſhend. with Littlemore- 
Cloſe, in the gbth of that king; and Townſhend to 
John Dethick, eſq. Chriſtopher Dethick to Francis 
Wodehouſe, eſq. in the 16th of Elizabeth, who in 
the 21ſt of that queen ſold it to ſerjeant Gawdy, fo 
was united to Lovel's manor, &c. | 


John Fincham, eſq. died poſſeſſed of a moiety of 
Faſt-Hall in the 33d of Henry VIII. and William 
Fincham in the 12th of Elizabeth fold it to John 
Higham, and ſo came to Gawdy, &c. 


SNnore-HALL in Eaſtmore. Michael de Snore held 
it in the reign of Edward I. John Atte-Snore was 
lord in the 6th of Edward III. 'Two parts were held 
of the lord Bardolph, and the abbot of Weſt Dere- 
ham, paying him 228. per ann. and the reſt of John 
de Fincham. This alſo came to Gawdy, and fo to 
the Berneys. 


Rainald, ſon of Ivo, had a grant of the principal 
manor, and part of this town from the Conqueror, 
on the deprivation of Chetil, a free-man, lord in 
king Edward's reign; this was valued at 408. at the 
furvey at gos. It was one leuca long, half a leuca 
and three furlongs broad, and when the whole hun- 
dred paid 20s. gelt, the whole village of Barton 
paid 16d. | 8 


The ſaid Rainald had alfo the lordſhip which Tur- 
chill, or Turchetil, was deprived of; valued in the 
whole at 10s, in king Edward's reign, aftex at — 
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the ſurvey at 858. and what five free-men belonging 
0 this held at 42s. and Sd. per ann. | 


Rainald had alſo à grant of a mayor of which 
Toli, a free-man, was deprived ; the whole valued 
at 80s. after at Gos. and what five free-men belonging 
to the ſoc only had, at 10s. 


Theſe tenyres poſſeſſed by Rainald, came to the 
earls of Clare, and conſtituted ſeveral lordſhips, 
held of that honor, 84. 


ScaLes-Maxog. Robert, lord Scales, held one 
fec of the earl of Clare, in the 163gy of Henry III. 
and in the gd of Edward I. a gallows at Mickledike, 
between Barton and Beechamwell, belonged to it, 
and was valued in the 33d of Edward III. at 10l, 
108. gd. per ann. By the marriage of Elizabeth. 
daughter end heir of Thomas, lord Scales, it came 
to Anthony Woodvile, earl Rivers, who enjoyed it 
in the gth of Edward IV. This lady dying without 
ilye, it deſcended to Elizabeth, daughter and heir of 
fir John Howard, by Joan his wile, daughter and 
heir of fir Richard Walton, reli& of Jobn, earl of 
Oxford: who was beheaded in the 1ſt of Edward IV. 
and pn her decęaſe, was granted by Richard III. on 
February 1, anno 2, 1oahn, duke of Notfall. 


On the acceſſion af Henry VII. it was reflgred to 
John Yee, caxl of Oxford. and lord Scales, who 
dying without iſſue it gell to ewo of his filters; g- 
rathy, wife of John Nevill, led Latimer, and Eli- 
zabeth, wife of fir Anchany .Winghelg ; the Wing: 
fields being afterwards poſſeſſed of the whole, fir 
Rabert Wingfiald, and his don Anthony, ah May 
16, in the 33d ,of Eads. conxey ed is i . t 

| | awdy, 
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Gawdy, and fo came, with the other fees, to the pre. 
ſent lord, fir John Berney, bart. 


OvrrHaALt and NETHERHALL, William de Barton 
held, in the 3d of Edward I. the fourth part of a 
fee; and in the Sth of Edward II. his heirs of the 
honour of Clare. The Lovels afterwards poſſeſſed 
it, and Thomas Monox died ſeiſed of theſe manors, 
held of the king as of the honour of Clare, by 
knights ſervice,- in the goth of Henry VIII. and 
George Monox conveyed them to John Dethick, eiq, 
his grandſon Chriſtopher ſold them to Francis Wode- 
houſe, of Beccles, eſq. and he to ſerjeant Gawdy, 
and ſo united, came to the Berneys. 


Derenam ABBoT's Manor, The abbot was pol: 
ſeſſed of- this, as appears in the 19th of Edward J. 
In the-12th year of Edward II. Richard Rigge gave 
by fine 38 acres of land, and five of meadow, to 
it, held of the lord Scales. In the 1ſt year of Hen- 
ry VII. Thomas Lovell, eſq. held it of the abbot, 
paying certain rents. The ſcite of it was at Eaſt- 
more, a hamlet in this pariſh. 


At the general diſſolution, it was found leaſed to 

1 John Dethick, eſq. by Roger Firman the laſt abbot, 
* in the 29th of Henry VIII. for ſiæty years; on che 
11 expiration of . which, it was granted to Thomas Jones 
by queen Elizabeth, Auguſt 1 5, anno 9, in conſi- 

detation of his great charges in maintaining tuo 

- ſhips' well armed for ſome time for her ſervice, pay- 

ing 81. 118. 8d. to the crown per ann. This Jones 

Was a burgeſs of Hane 


Robert Cecil earl of Saliſbury held it, and con- 
: Fee it to fir * a ail Nathaniel Rich, eſq. 


and 


— — 6 
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and ſo came to Robert Rich, carl of Warwick. and 
to che Berneys. 


The temporalities of this abbey, with Winwaloy 
priory, were valued in 1428 at 111. 11s. 4d. per 
annum. | *. 

BBOOMHOTuE Priory Manor. The prior held it 
in 1270, and in that year Richard de Longden gave 
ſix marks, and a fen in Eaſtmore. In the 14th of 
Edward 1. Cecilia, wife of John de Rungron, ar 
lands 1 in Barton, 


0 


It was ſuppreſſed before the general diſſolution by 
a bull of pope Clement VII. dated May 14, 1528, 
and granted by Henry VIII. to cardinal Wolfey on 
the goth of December following, with all the meſſu- 
ages, lands, &c. in Barton and Eaſtmore; ſoon af- 
ter, on that cardinal's premunire and attainder, was 
given January 2, in the '28th of the ſaid king, to 
Chriſt college in Cambridge, and ſo remains. 


In 1428, their temporalities were valucd at 398. 
6d. per ann. 


BARTON-BURIAL Manor, was part of the poſſeſ- 
lions of Herringby college in che hundred of Eaſt 
Flegg. On its diſſolution, it was granted April 18, 
in the 36th of Henry VIII. to hr William Wode- 
houſe, who aliened it in the ad of Edward VI: to 
Auguſtine Steward, who fold it in the 2d of Eliza- 
beth to Robert Wood, alderman of Norwich, who 
paſſed it in the 10th of that queen to John Gerard. 
In her 14th year, John Parker conveyed it to Ri- 
chard Lucas, and fo it came to judge Gawdy, and to 
the Berneys. 


C2. Y 3138! Beſides 
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Befides theſe lordſhips, it zppeats that Ralph de 
Camois claimed one knight's fee in Barton and Eaſt- 
more of Ralph de Rofia, or Rocheſter, which Ralph 
Wallenſis, his father's uncle was ſeiſed of in the 
reign of Henry II. William de Roucefler died poſ- 
ſefled of it in the 33d of Henry III. and it came ts 
ſir Robert Tuddenham by the marriage of Eva, re- 
lict of Ralph de Ronceſter, brother and heir of Wil- 
Im, who died without ſue. 


This was alſo held of the earls of Clare; and in 
the 34th of Henry III. fir Robert Tuddenham grant- 
ed it, by fine, to Robert de Weſton, and Hawiha his 
wife, ſiſter of Ralph, (which they held in dowet of 
the inheritance of Hawiſia) in exchange for the ma- 
nor of Eriſivell in Suffolk; but in the 1ſt of Edw. I. 
the ſaid fit Robert, &c. conveyed it to Gilbert de 
Well. 


BAIN ARD Hatt., Ralph Bainard; a Norman lord, 
had, on the Conqueſt; the grant of a capital manor, 
of which Ailid, a free woman, was deprived, valu- 
ed at 80s, but at the ſurvey at 60s. alſo a church, 
endowed with 24 acres, valued at 2s. per ann. Four 
men belonged to it, who paid all cuſtomary dues ; 
and there were four other, wh6s belonged to the lord's 
ſoc, and held 4 carucate and fix acres of meadow, 
valued in Ailid's time at 20s. at the ſurvey at 30s. 
Ralph had alſo ſeized on, in this town, thirty acres, 
held by a free-man in king Edward's time. 


William, lord Bainard, rebelling againſt Henry I. 
forfeited this lordfhip, and that king gave it to Ro- 
bert. a younger ſon of Richard Fitz-Gilbert, anceſ- 
tor of the earls of Clare; from this Robert the fa- 
mily of the lords Fitz-Walters deſcended; and in 
the reign of Henry III. Edmund de Lenn and e 
| char 
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chard Jeffrey, alias Jovene, held it of the lord Fitz» 
Walter by one knight's fee. 


William de Lenn, rector of North Lynn, held a 
moiety of it in the gd of Edward III. and conveys» 
ed it, anno 6, to Adam de Fin:zham.; and anno 20, 
John de Fincham held it, and John de Codington 
the other moiety, to whom it was conveyed, anno 17. 
by William de Eaton and Joan his wife, late wife 
of John de Jovene. After this che Finchams were 
poſſeſſed of it; and in the 33d of Henry VIII. died 
lord of the whole. William Fincham, eſq. in the 
12th of Elizabeth, granted it to Charles Cornwallis, 
efq who married his ſiſter Ann, from whom it came. 
anno ga, to Thomas Gawſell, Jaſper Blake, &c. 
and -ſoon after : to ſetjeant Gawdy, and ſo to che 
Hares and Berneys. . 


The leet of the town was in ſir George Hare, bart. 
The tenths were. 10l. 7s. deducted 11. for the lands 
of che religious, who were charged, and paid it them - 
ſelves. iLect-fce as. G W. 


In the 16th of Richard II. Thomas Moore, &c. 
aliened lands here and in Beechamwell to the prior 
of Ingham. 


The temporalities of Ramſey were valued in 1428 
at 208. thoſe of the prior of St. Neots at 15s. 6d. 
the ſpiritualities of the. college of Stoke · Clare, in St. 
Andrew's pariſh, at 40s, 


ST. ANDREWS GauuRGn, is, a ſingle. pile, built of 
flint ſtones, &c. in length abqut 5 fty-three feet, in 
breadth about nineteen, covered with read. and has 
a ſquare tower, coped with free- ſtone, and three bells; 


en the top or ſummit is a cup or cover, with a 
| 3 weather- 
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weather-cock. Over the entrance, or arch of the 
porch, in a pitch, flands a little antique figure of 
St. Andrew, with his ſhield, a ſaltire croſs, in his 
right hand; and on the ſides of this porch are flint 


flones, worked in the form of ſaltires. Mane 


churches had the image of the faint to whom they 
were dedicated, in ſuch places. Thus we read, that 
the- image of Thomas Becket, archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, was over the door of the mercers chapel in 
Cheapſide, London, dedicated to him, and the ba- 
ſon for the holy water is {till entire on the right 
hand as you enter, 


On the pavement, within che rails of the commu- 


nion table, lie three black marble ſtones. On one, 


Depofitum Mattheai Novell, rectoris hujus eccleſug.—2, 
Depofutum Marie conjugts Matti. Novell, —g, Depoſutum 
Malli. filui adi. Matti, & Marie Novell, 


The lt window has been ornamented with paint- 
ed glaſs; on the edging of it may be obſerved ſe- 
veral leopards heads, or, jeſlant fleurs de lys, the 
arms of Cantilupe, 


On the pavement of the chancel are ſeveral ſmall 
antique pavements, and thereon are cinquefoils, ſtars, 
mullets, lozenges, - - - - and ermine, and ſome with 
eagles and creſcents, and are about four inches ſquare. 


This chancel is about thirty-three feet long, and fif- 


teen broad, covered with reed. 


In the church-yard are thees altar tombs of brick, 
covered with ſtone ſlabs, to ' William Mott, Gent. bu- 
ried December 14, 1705, and two of his ſons, who 
died in the ſame year. 


The 
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The patronage was in the prior, &c. of St, Neots 
in Huntingdonſhire till 1349, when the temporalities 
were in the king, who preſented till 1396; at which 
time the prior and convent became patrons, and fo 
continued till the diſſolution by Henry VIII. and it 


has remained in the crown ever ſince. 


This church in 1512 was valued at twenty marks; 
this old value was made about the 2oth of Edw. I. 
and the laſt (now in uſe) in the 2oth of Hen. VIII. 


Thomas Becket, archbiſhop of Canterbury, in 
the reign of Henry II. paid no firſt fruits, or an- 
nates to the pope; none were paid in that time, or 
before it, but afterwards, in the time of pope John 
XXII. firſt fruits began to be paid. 


William Burley, the rector, was deprived in 155 3, 
as @ married prieſt. 


The rector returned, in 160g, ninety-eight com- 
municants. 


In 1755, the Rev, James Adamſon was preſented 
to the rectory of Barton St. Andrew's by the crown. 


This rectory is valued in the king's books at 14 
and pays tenths 11. 8s. 


Roger de Clare, earl of Glouceſter, &c. with the 
conſent of his ſon Richard, gave this church to the 
priory of St. Neots in Huntingdonſhire, for the health 
of the fouls of his anceſtors, and Thomas biſhop of 
Norwich confirmed it, to take place on the death of 
Roger de Elmham, then rector; dated at the biſhop's 
manor of Eccles, in the 6th year of his pontificate, 
on St. John Baptiſt day. 

| C 4 Here 
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Here was a penſion iſſuing out of the church be- 
longing to the priory and college of Stoke-Clare in 
Suffolk of 40s. in 1428. and granted to Robert earl 
of Suſſex, in the 28th of Henry VIII. and. at this 
nme. zl. per ann. penfion is paid by the rector to 
the lord Walpole. 


Gilbert de Clare, who lived in the reign of Wil— 
lam II. is faid to grant the tithes of his manors in 
Norfolk to the ſaid priory. 


There were anciently in this church the arms of 
Lovel, &c. 


EAST OR, belonging to this town of Bartön. In 
the hamlet of Barton Eaſtmore was a 'chapel, which 
Bartholomew de Branceſtre gave by deed, ſans date, 
to che abbey of Welt Dereham; (which by the ſaid 
deed ſeems to have been well endowed) to find two 
canons of that houſe to pray there for his ſoul, &c, 
for ever, at the appointment of that abbot and con- 
vent. | | 


In the "deed this chapel is called the chapel of 
St. John Baptiſt, and was in the patronage of Pere- 
ham abbey ; but in all the inſtitution books at Nor- 
wich . it called the chapel of St. Mary, and 
not to be in the patronage of that abbey; ſo that 
probably che foundation was afterwards altered, and 
it was ſentel otherwile. 

This chaplainſhip was in the family of Lovel. 

After 1428, we find no inſtitution to chis thapel 
in the regiſter Books of Norwich. The läſt cuſtos, 
on the diſſolutich of this chapel in the iſt of Edward 
VI. was William Dicons, wito Was "alive in 1555 
| an 
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and held then an annual penſion of gl. Js. 6d, 
We alfo find a 'meſſuage, and thirty acres of land. 
to have belonged to it, At the ſuppreſſion it was 
granted to fir Thomas Woodhouſe, of Waxham, and 
turned into a farmhouſe, having ſome additional 
buildings. It is ſtill called the chapel-houſe; part 
of the chapel, at the eaſt end of the houſe, ſtill re- 
mains, as appears by the old roof, 


St. Mary's church ſtands at the weſt end of the 
town, and was beat down by the fall of the tower, 
in the reign of queen Anne, and is rebuilt of the old 
inaterials; it is a ſingle pile, about 24 feet long and 
15 broad, covered with reed, as is the chancel, which 
is about 22 feet long, and 14 broad, without any 
tower. 


Walter Baldwin de Crympleſham, rector, was bu- 
ried in the church- yard of St. Mary here. 


John Laydſton, vel Ladſtocke, fir John Laydſton, 
parſon of Barton St. Maty, dwelling there in the 
time of Henry VIII. had a peuſion of 6l. per ann. 
by reaſon of a certain chauntty in Weſt Lynn, Nor- 
folk. 'By this it appears. and many other ſuch like 
inſtances, that chauntry prieſts, and other religious, 
were not turned but to o ſhife for themſclves, as ſome 
repr᷑ſent, but had penſions allowed the, and+ob- 
tained beſides rectories and-benefices. 


The patronage was in the Lovels till 1538, when 
it paſſed to the Dethicks, ſo to the Gawdys and the 
Berneys. 


In 160g the rector retumned 28 communicants in 
the 5 
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In 1736, the Rev. Richard Jones was preſented to 
the reftory of Barton St. Mary by ſir Thomas Ber- 
ney, bart. 


The patronage of this rectory goes with the manor, 
and be * Berney, bart. is patron. 


11 is MT YES in the king's books at 51. bs. 8d. 1 
being in clear value but 39l. per ann. is diſcharged 
af tenths and firſt fruits. Ancient value five marks; 


Peter- pence gd. 


In this church there were anciently the arms of 
Lovel, Edward the Confeſſor, Carvile, with his creſt, 
Carvile and Haltoſt, Carvile and Bedingfield, Car- 
vile and Aſtley, Ufford and Beak quarterly, Gawſell 
and Bekeſwell, Bedingfield and Tuddenham, Should- 
ham and Narburgh, Boſſome, Syliard, Caſtle, &c. 


The church of All Saints ſtands between che 


churches of St. Mary and St. Andrew, in Barton, 
and is built of flint and boulder: it is an ancient 


pile, ſupported by butueſſes of brick; of a body, or 


aile, in length about 47 feet, and in breadth about 
16; the top is camerated and impannelled with 
wainſcot, and covered with reed. Here ſeems to 


have been a little chapel on the north fide of it by 
the pillars, &c. This body or nave is ſeparated by 


a ſcreen from the chancel, which is about 31 feet 


in length, and about 16 in breadth, and covered 
with thatch. 


In the north window are the arms of lord Scales, 
and in the upper window, on the ſouth fide, Caſton. 
Here were anciently the arms of lord Bardolph, the 
earl of Clare, and Burgh carl of Ulſter. : 

Ac 
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At the weſt end of the nave is a ſour- ſquare tower 
of. flint, &c. and Guoins of free- tone. embattled with: 
brick. In this tower hang three large ancient bells, 
with inscriptions. 


The ancients uſed infcriptions on their bells.— 
Montſaucon mentions one with a Greek inſcription. 
but in Latin characters; CHOVS. ARTEMIS. 
EPHESTION. AER, MENI. Bells in the Romiſh 
church were, and are baptized, and have their god- 
fathers and godmothers, and more ceremonies are 
then uſed, than at the baptiſin of a Chriſtian. 


Juga, ſiſter or wife rather of Ralph Bainard, lord 
of this town, ſounded in 1004 the priory of Dun- 
mow in Eſſex, which her ſon Jeffrey enjoyed; but 
William lord Bainard, on his rebellion in the reign 
of Henry I. was deprived; whether any of thele 
gave the patronage of this church to the priory does 
not appear. 


In the 13th of Edward I. a patent was granted 
to the convent of this advowſon, moſt likely by the 
lord Fitz-Walter. In that year there was a ſuit be- 
tween the prior and Edmund de Leen, and Richard 
de Jovene, concerning the patronage, and Edward 
releaſed his right to the prior. 


William Bulwer, rector, died June 1431, and was 
buried in the middle of the chancel of this church. 


The patronage of this church, on the diſſolution 
of the priory of Dunmow, was given in the 28th of 
Henry VIII. to Robert Ratcliff, earl of Suſſex; as 
alſo x penſion belonging to the ſaid priory out of 
this rectory, valucd in 1428 at 308. and died ſeiſed 
ol the ſame, 

The 
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The rector was deprived in 1555, being a ſecular 
married prigſt. About this time we find -in a MSS, 
that this church was not then ſeiſed. 


In 160g, James Jones, A. M. rector, returned 36 
communicants in this pariſh; and was buried in the 
chancel of the church. 


This church is valued in the king's books at 
51. 188. 4d. but being in clear value but-g9l. per 
ann. is diſcharged of firſt fruits and tenths ; old va- 
lue nine marks. The patronage was in the late An- 
drew Taylor. and now, according to Mr. Parkin, in 
William Folkes, eſq. 


The penfton of the priory of Dunmow in this 
church was zos. The regulars in the time of po- 
pery, to depreſs the ſeculars, When they got the ad- 
vowlon of a church, would not preſent a prieſt, but 
on a ſimoniacal contract of a penſion, a -grievance 
after complained of, but never remedied, 


In 1736, the Rev. Richard Jones was preſented to 
the rectory of Barton All Saints. 


Allie principal manors of this town, with the 
patronage of the principal rectory, and a very conſi- 
derable property, are now the eſtate, and in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſir John Berney, bart. of Kirby-Bedon in 
this county, ſon and heir of the late ſir Hanſon Ber- 
ney, bart. | 


This town àbout i four years ſmee was incloſed. 


by an act ef patliament obtained for - that-purpoſe ; 


when the larids of the different owners, lying in 
divers ſmall and intermied pieces, were allotted to- 
gether; a large tract of waſte land, and ordinary 

eommon, 
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common, drained, improved, divided, and allotted 5 
the ſheep-walks. and ſhackages over the arable lands, 
extinguiſhed; by which means, the face and ap- 

earance of this whole town is now entirely changed; 
the open fields and waſte lands are divided into hand- 
ſome incloſures, with growing and proſperous fences, 
and the roads heretofore almoſt impaſſable, are now 
ſtrait, ſpacious, and in great order; and the rental 
of the town, and different owners, more than dou- 
bled, by the improvement: an inſtance of the great 
public; as well as private utility, ariſing from parlia- 
mentary incloſure. 


The preſent rector of Barton St. Andrew is the 
Rev. Mr. Forby. The annual value of the churches 
are very conſiderably increaſed, from the improve- 
ment in the town, by the late incloſing act. 


BEEC HAM, Bracnam, or BicCHAMWELL, though 
now looked upon and accounted as one town, was, 
at the time of the grand ſurvey, two diſtin& and ſe- 
parate towns, Well and Bicham. Well was the moſt 
ſouthern part, near the river that riſes at Shingham. 


Rainald, ſon of Ivo, had the grant of the lordſhip 
of Well, on the deprivation of Toli, a Saxon lord, 
Here was a fiſhery, or fiſnpond. The whole was 
always valued at bl, but had paid 81, 17 free-men 
alſo belonged to it, with land, &c. valued at 196. 
4d. whom Wihenoc had invaded, or ſeized an. All 
Well was one leuca long, and one broad, and paid 
28. to the king's gelt at 20s. 


Rainald had alſo the lands of fix free-men, valued 
at 26s. $d. three of theſe free-men were under the 
ptotection of the ptedecoſſor of Hermerus, and Wi- 
henec had 4heſe, 
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In Beecham, Rainald had twenty-four acres of 
land, which a free-man had been deprived of by 
the invalion of Wihenoc; and Hermere, predece!- 


ſor, had the protection of him only, and it paid 38. 


WEII-Häarr. Hubert de St. Philebert was lord 


in the reign of Henry II. and held it of the earls of 
Clare. In the gd of king John a fine was levied be- 
tween Hugh de Philibert and Roger de St. Philibert, 


whereby Hugh granted to Roger, and his heirs, a 


moiety of this manor, to be held of Hugh; and i: 


the 13th of the ſaid king a fine was levied between 
Stephen de Scalariis and Beatrix his wife (daughter 


and heir of Roger de St. Philibert) and Hugh de St. 
Philibert, of the moiety abovementioned, granted to 
Hugh, reſerving only the domain lands to them— 


ſelves. -In'the 53d of Henry III. Nicholas de Crel- 
ſingham granted by fine to Gilbert de Well, a meſ- 


ſuage, and eighty acres of land; and in the 14th of 
Edward I. Peter de Well, fon of Gilbert, had five 
meſſuages, a mill, 380 acres of land here, in Calde- 
cot, Cley, and Oxburgh, for life, remainder to Alice, 
daughter of Roger de Swaffham, for life, remain- 


der to Joan, daughter of Peter, &c. by Robert Per- 


ſon, of Overy, 


About the end of Henry „les reign, part of chis 
lordſhip we find held by William Belet, of the earl 
of Clare, The Belets were a family of great worth 


and dignity. Michael Belet was a judge itinerant in 
the reign of Henry II. and another Michael, (if not 


the ſame) held the cup at the coronation of queen 
Alianor, conſort of Henry III. Of the ſame family 


was alſo Hervey Belet, a great benefactor to (and by 
ſome accounted founder of) Coxford abbey, in Gal- 
low hundred. After this it was in the hands of In- 
gelram Belet, who was knighted in the gt4h- of Ed- 


ward I. 


GLACKULOSE 27 
ward I. with Edward, prince of Wales, | by bathing. 


This Ingelram married Avicia, daughter and heir of 
Robert Bardolph. Robert Belet, his fon, died poſ- 
ſelled of it about the Sth of Edward II. The = 

as capital lord, had a gallows at Mickel-Dyke, be- 
tween Barton and this town.—Ret. Hund. gd Edu. I. 

in cur. Receipt. Sccii. 


In 1326 Robert de Weil was lord, and preſented 
to the chnrch of St John in this town (the advowſon 
of which belonged to this lordſhip) who died about 
the gth of Edward III. and ſoon after this, in the 
20th of the ſaid king, it was held by Richard de 
Walkfare, and John de Benſtede, &c. which laſt pre- 
ſented to the church aforeſaid, as lord, in 1349; but 
in the year 13534, and 1374. John de Denham was 
lord, and prelented to the church of St. John. This 
John was fon and heir of Avice Walkfare. 


In the reign of Henry VI. it was purchaſed by the 
Lovels, and Ralph Lovel, eſq. preſented as lord in 
1458, in which family it continued till it was fold to 
the Athows, in the reign of James I. and Thomas 
Athow, eſq. preſented as lord in 161g, which Tho- 
mas was ſerjeant at law, fon of Chriſtopher Athow, 
[elq. of Brifley in Launditch hundred. William 
Athow, eſq. ſold this lordſhip to fir Simon Taylor, 
of Lyun. By his fon, Samuel Taylor, eſq. it de- 
ſcended to Andrew Taylor, eſq. who dying unmarried, 
this eſtate came to William-Fowkes, eſq. by his wife, 

ſiſter of the ſaid Andrew. 


ASHFE1ELD and Jotce's n At the ſurvey, 
Ribald, lord of Mildham in Yorkſhire, held under 
Alan, earl of Richmond, and lord of Swaffham in 
Norfolk, ſixty acres of land in Beecham, valued at 
«the ſurvey at 5s. | 


In 
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In the reign of Henry III. it was beld by Richard 
de la More of lady Mary Nevill, a deſcendent of 
Ribald. by the ſervice of a tenth part of a fee; and 
William de la More was lord in the 3d of Edward J. 
in the 20th. of Edward III. Roger de Derfingham: 
ſoon after it came to John Joice, who conveyed it 
with the homages and ſervices of ſeveral perſons, in 
the zoth of that king, to John Fitz-John, alias John 
de Thorpe, and his heirs. John Aſhfield, eſq. of 
Stow Langtoft in Suffolk, died ſeiſed of it in 1394. 
and left to each of the churches of Beecham 40d. 
Robert Aſhfield, eſq. his ſon, died poſſeſfèd of manors 
in this town, Barton-Bendiſh, Cockley-Cley, Shing- 
ham, and Caldecote ; and lands in Hilgay, Southery 
and Fordham, anno 1459. 


Thomas Jermyn, of Ruſhbrooke in Suffolk, eſq. 
in the 11th of Henry VIII. bought of Thomas, carl 
of Surrey, the cuſtody of the lands, and the heir of 
George Aſhfield, of Stow Langtoft, named Rabert, 
and married him to Maud, his fourth daughter. 


Soon after this it came to the family of the Lovels, 
lords of Well-Hall, and became united to it, and 49 
continues; being conveyed from the Athows, ſo 40 
fir Simon Taylor, and Andrew Taylor, efq. and 9 
William Folkes, eſq. in right of +— his wiſe, 
ſiſter and co-heir of the ſaid Andrew. 


Cuexviltes Manox. On the deprivation gf 
Alfeith, a free-man, Roger Bigat, anceſtor of the,cauls 
of Norfolk, had a grant of this lordſhip, and Robert 
de Vaux held it under Bigot at the ſurvey. To this 
manor alſp belonged a church, endowed with thirty 
acres, valued at 2s. 6d. Harold, who had three 


men under his protection, and the ſoc, valued at 408. 
was 
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was king of England; and this land, on his death” 
was allo granted to Bigot. | 


This manor took its name from its ancient lords 
the Cherviles. About the reign of Henry V. on the 
death of Roger Chervile, the laſt heir male of this 
family, it was divided into parts, and came to his 
daughters and co-beirs ; one of which (Chriſtian) 
was the widow of Richard Grace, and preſented to 
the church of St. Mary in 142; : this Chriſtian was 
afterwards wife to Thomas Rous, of Walton, but 
the manor, with the advowſon of the church of St. 
Mary, was in the hands of Thomas Manning of El- 
lingham Magna, who preſented to that church in 
1430; but in 1476 Henry Spelman, eſq. of Nar- 
burgh, was lord, by the marriage of Chriſtian, daugh- 
ter and co-heir of Thomas Manning, who dicd lord, 
and was ſound to hold the fame by fealty of the ma- 
nor of Well-Hall, paying the rent of 138. per ann. 
Soon after the death of his fon John, who died with- 
out iſſue, it came to the family of the de Greys, of 
Merton, by the marriage of Elizabeth, daughter of fir 
John Spelman, to William de Grey, eſq. in which it 
continued, till Tho. de Grey, eſq. fold it about the 
year 1722, to Mr. Robert Harvey, whoſe grandlon, 
Edward Harvey, gent. of Watton, conveyed it to 
Andrew Taylor, eſq. lord of Well-Hall who died 
lord in 1760, and his eſtate came to William Fowkes, 


eſq. by the marriage of a ſiſter of the ſaid Andrew. 


The lete of this town, with that part of Shingham 
which is in the hundred of Clackcloſe, is in the heirs 
of fir George Hare, bart. the fee is 48. 


In the 16th of Richard II. Thomas Moore, and 
athers, aliened lands here to the priory of Ingham 


in Happing hundred, 
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In 1428 the temporalities of the abbey of Weſt 
Dercham, with the priory of St. Winwaloy, were va- 
lued at 41. 10s. 8d. per ann. 


The ſpiritualities of the college of Stoke by Clare, 
at 20s, being a portion out of the church of All 
Saints ; and the pertion of the priory of St. Neots, 
in the ſaid church, at 4s. 6d, 


The town of Beecham is remarkable for an ancient 
Saxon dike extending from it to the town of Nar- 
burgh, dividing the hundred of Clackcloſe from the 
hundred of South Greenhoe. Some conceive that 
this town takes its name from this dike or ditch, and 
is called Bycham, quafe, by Ditc-Ham : but as this 
dike is generally believed to be raiſed with its bank, 
by that monaſtery, as a boundary of their limits and 
liberties, in this open champaign country, it ſeems 
to us to be ſo called by the Saxons, before that ab- 
bey was founded, which was not before the year 
974: This dike in the gd of Edward I. was called 
Mickle-dike (or the great dike) and the earl of Glou- 
ceſter had a gallo;vs here between Barton and Bee- 
cham. 


BEECHAUWTIIL ALL Saints. This church, which 
is now in ruins, {90d about a quarter of a mile fouth 
of the town, in a cloſe near to Well-Hall. It was a 


ſingle building, built of flint and boulder; the gicat- 


eſt part of the walls, both of the church and chan- 
cel, were lately ſtanding, with the eaſt gable of the 
chancel, and the weſt one of the church, whereon 
are the arms of Athow impaling Wingheld, and- the 
year 1612. The length of the church was about 
forty-two feet, and the breadth about eighteen; and 
on the north wall is an old en-arched ſtone monu- 
ment wrought up with the wall; carved, and riſing 
a in 
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in the center of the arch with a floral pyramid, but 
no arms or inſcription are remaining. The chancel 
is about thirty-four feet in length, and the ſame in 
breadth with the nave, and a very neat arch of ſtone 
between the church and chancel is ſtill ſtanding. 
Near the north-eaſt end of the chancel wall ſtood, a 
few years paſt, a very ſtately altar monument of 
marble and alabaſter, with a wall-piece of the ſame, 
now in entire ruins; but in the year 1721, when we 
firſt viewed it, we found this inſcription on the 
body of it. —** Nomina exituum prædict. Thomæ et 
Annz,—1. Wingfield Athow, natus 18 Martii, 1390. 
—2, Johan. Athow, natus 20 Septemb. 1592, hic 
duxit in uxorem Ceciliam filiam ſeniorem Johan. 
Lunsford militis.—g. Thomas natus go Auguſt, 
1597.—4. Clement, natus 20 Auguſt, 1399.—5. 
Franciſca uxor Wilhelmi Waldegrave armig. nata 6 
Mali, 160 3. —6. Gregorius natus 11 Apr. 1610.,—lfti 
ſunt ſuperſtites, et inſignia eorum locantur hic im- 
mediate ſupra.—7. Elizabetha Athow, nata 10 Mar- 
ti, 1588, et obiit Sabbati in ſeptimana Pentecoſt, 
1589.—8. Amia, nata 22 Jun. 1594, et obiit 3 
Nov. 1597.—9. Dorothea, nata ultimo Maii. et 
obiit 1 Aug. 1397.— 10. Henricus, natus 18 Jun, 
1601, et obiit 7 Jan. 160 1.—11. Anna nata 13 No- 
vemb. 1606, et obiit 28 Apr. 1607.—Inlignia de- 
functorum locantur hic in occidentali parte.“ 


Under this inſcription another, viz. the names by 
which the ſeveral coats are borne,. in the higheſt 
two eſcutcheons; in the firſt Athow and Curſon are 
quartered; in the eſchutcheon upon the ſame, 1. 
Wingfield, 2. Bovile, g. Gowſell, 4. Albany, carl of 
Arundel.—In the ſecond, 1. Wingfield, 2. Bovile, g. 
Gowſell, 4. Fitz-Allen, earl of Arundel, 3. Baron of 
Clun, 6. Albany, earl of Arundel, 7. Kivelioc, earl 
of Cheſter, 3. Meſchines, earl of Carliſle, g, Lupus, 

. D 2 earl 
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earl of Cheſter, 10. Hamlin Plantagenet, earl War- 
ren and Swrey, 11. earl Warren and Surry, 12. The- 
ould, marſhal of England, 19. the carl marſhal, 14. 
Strongbow, earl of Pembroke, 15. Macmorrow, king 
of Linſter in Ireland, 16. Dorwood, 17. Coxall, 18. 
Harlike, 19. Calye, 20. Wingfield. 


On the weſt end of the ſaid monument was tlien, 
1721, remaining the quartered ſhield of the above 


perſonages. 


This church, ſas we have obſerved) is now in 
ruins; weeds, briers, elders, &c. growing therein, and 
lies open for cattle, &c. to enter. Its fall was owing 
to this; the lords of the manor of Well-Hall having 
the privilege of burial in the chancel, were obliged. 
by immemorial cuſtom, to keep in repair that part of 
the chancel to which their burial place belonged; and 
on the conveyance of the lordſhip to the late lords, 
this being conteſted, and not ſet aright in time, not 
only the chancel, but the whole church fell by this 
neglect; and the aſoreſaid elegant monument being 
by this means expoſcd to all injuries, is now ruined, 
and beat into pieces; and it 1s a matter of great con- 
cern, that monuments ſet up in ſacred places ſhould 
be thus violated, when they ſerve alſo for many no- 
ble ends and ſervices, being the beſt of evidences to 
prove deſcents and pedigrees, memorials to put men 
in mind of their own mortality, and examples, where- 
by men may be incited to imitate thoſe virtues which 
have rendered others honorable and praiſe-worthy. 
This monument was in memory of Thomas Athow, 
eſq. ſerjeant at law. who repaired this church in 1612, 
after it had been uſeleſs many years, and was buried 
here September —, 16go, and of Ann his wile, 
daughter and heir of John Wingheld, eſq. who 
brought by marriage the above-obſerved noble __ 

tere 
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tered coats into the Athow family. The Athows 
were a very ancient family, William Atte Howe 
flouriſhed in the reign of Henry III. and died in his 
pilgrimage to St. James, of Compoſtella in Spain, 
leaving Richard Atte-Howe, his fon and heir, who 
held lands in Sengham and Tatertord, by knight's 
ſervice.— Rot. Aſif. 68. 15 Ed. I. 


In the yard near to the church, lies a good bell on 
the ground, with thele arms. —Ermin, three bells, 
and this inſcription in old characters: Duleis Melis 
2 * Camfp'a Vocor Michi is. In the reign of Henry J. 
this church is ſtiled Great Bicham. 


The capital lords of tlie fee always reſerved the 
patronage of this church to themſelves till it came to 
the crown. 


In 1 392, Ralph Cook, rector, was buried in the 
chancel of this church; as was allo Thomas Can- 


trell in 1434. 


In archbiſhop Parker's Certificatorium. Thomas 
Watſon, rector of this church, is tiled, © Drs. 
Tho. Watſon, preſbyter conjugatus, ſatis doflus, reſidet, 
hoſpitalts thidem, non predicat, nec licentiatus duo,” 


In 1603 the rector returned 224 communicants in 
this town. 


John Walpole, by will, in 1433. 8 a le- 
gacy to the guild of St. Ann in chis church. 


Peter ue Capellan, gives by will dated 
November 4, 1446, to this church, four marks to 


buy a ſilver cup. . 
Dy : This 
| Campana Michaelis. 
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- This church is a rectory, valued at bl. 138. 4d. 
diſcharged of tenths and firſt fruits, being (as given 
in) of clear value 29], per ann. Old value twelve 
marks. Prior of St. Neot's portion at 4s. 5d. prior 
of Stoke's at 20s, Peter-pence 15d. 


On July 17, 1721, this church was conſolidated 
with the churches of St. John and St. Mary in Bee- 
chamwell, 


The church of St. John (which is now in ruins) 
ſtands on the north-weſt part' of the townſhip of 
Beechamwell; part of the north wall of the nave is 
ſtanding, as is part of the four-ſquare tower as high 
as the founding windows; which tower and church 
was built of flint, &c. The church, as appears from 
the foundation, was about 56 feet in length; and, 
on the ſcite of the church, ſome poor people have 
made themſelves little cattages, 


The patronage of this church ſeems to have be- 
longed always to the lords of Well-hall, and they 
who held that lordſhip of the capital lord preſented 
to it. Hugh de St. Philibert was patron about the 
beginning of Edward I. 


In 1475 this reQtory was valued at 21. 8d. Cle- 
ment Athow, rector, was buried here April 12, 1655. 


It i is a reQory, . at 51. 6s. 8d. diſcharged of 
firſt fruits and tenths, together with the rectory of 
St. Mary, to which it was conſolidated May 29, 
1686, and is of the yearly value of 45l. 8d. 


The church of St. Mary ſtands at the eaſt end of 
the town of Beechamwell; it has a nave, with a 
ſouth aile annexed, and a chancel built of flint ſtone, 

EY 
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boulder, &c. The nave is in length about twenty- 
nine fect, and in breadth, with the ſouth àile, about 
twenty-lix. On the pavement, near the eaſt end, 
lies a grey marble, on which is a demi-portraiture of 
a prieſt, hands erect and conjoined: and on a braſs 
plate this inſcription, Hic jacet Dns. Jobes, 
Grimſton quonda reclor iſt: ecelie, qui obiit viii die menſ. 
Novemb. Anno Dm. . ccc. xxx. cuj. ate. p pilietur 
Deus, Amen. In a north window. near the pulpit, 
is a ſhield, with the arms of Beckingham. 


This -nave is covered with reed, and has a porch 
annexed to it, covered with tile. At the weſt end 
of the nave is a round tower of flint, &c. On this 
(which riſes as high as the roof of the nave) is 
raiſed an octangular one, (and on that a ſhaft, co- 
vered with lead, is a weather-cock) and one bell. 


There was a church here in the time of the Con- 
queror, as appears from Doomſday book; and Ha- 
told, as we there find, had the ſoc of that manor 
to which this church belonged. 5 


The ſouth aile, which has been erected not many 
centuries, is covered with lead, and has ſerved for a 
chapel to a chauntry prieſt. On the pavement be- 
fore the eaſt end lies a grey marble, with the por- 
traiture of a prieſt veſted for the altar ; but the plate 
of braſs, with the inſcription, and other braſs orna- 
ments, are now reaved. | 


The chancel is ſeparated from the nave by an old 
wooden ſcreen, and is about twenty-ſix feet in length. 
and thirteen in breadth, covered with reed. In the 
upper ſouth window are. the figures of St. Auguſtine 
and St. Dunſtan, the archbiſhops, painted in the 
glals. On the north fide is a veſtry. having a None 

D 4 ſtair- 
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ſtair-caſe, by which it appears here was formerly a 
room over it, but the door is now taken away; this 
is covercd with lead. 


Some years paſt, Mr. Ibbot, the rector, found 
under the pavement of the chancel, two pieces of 
alabaſter, about two feet each in length; one piece 
had the effigies of two perſons taking down our Sa- 
viour from the croſs, that of the Virgin, and St. 
John ſtanding by the croſs ; the other had that of St. 
Peter, with a key and a book in his hands; they 
had been curiouſly gilt and painted, were well carved, 
and no doubt were buried here about the time of the 
Reformation, as are many other ſuch-like figures, 
moſt probably, in other churches, 


That there was a church here, and endowed with 
39 acres of land, at the conqueſt, appears from the 
general ſurvey; the patronage of it was then belong- 
ing to that manor which Roger Bigot held, which is 
now called the manor of Chervill's, and it continues 
in the ſaid lordſhip at this day. 


In 1476, this church was valued at five marks; 
and in 1603, the rector returned 224 communicants 
in the townſhip here. 


Nathaniel Garey, A. M. the ſucceeding rector, was 
ſequeſtered, and ſuffered much during the time of the 
uſurpation. 


Chriſtian Grace died in 1427, and was buried in 
the church of St. Mary Beechamwell, near to her 
huſband Richard Grace, John Manning, of Elling- 
"am Magna, died in 1430, and was alſo buried 
Acre. %n. 

This 


CLACKCLOSR.- 37 


This church is valued at 41. 6s. 8d. diſcharged of 
tenths and firſt fruits, and is valued with St. John's 
at 4$]. per ann. clear value. The old value of the 
church was five marks; Peter-pence 8d. 


In 1764, the Rev. Thomas Ibbot was preſented 
to the united rectories of Beechamwell St. John, St. 
Mary, and All Saints, by Urſula Folkes, and her 


ſiſters. 
BEXWELL, takes its name from a ſpring or well 


in the town, and a beck, or run of water. that has 


its riſe from it, called, in the Saxon age, Becheſu- 
nella and Bekeſuuella. In that age it was part of 
the poſſeſſions of the monaſtery of Ely. At the 
grand ſurvey, St. Audrey (that is, the church of Ely) 
held one ſervus, a carucate in domain, and one 
amongſt the tenants, ſeven villains, one ſervus, ten 


acres of meadow, valued at 20s. per ann. 


This lordſhip of Bexwell was held in the 12th of 
Henry II. by William de Bekeſwell of Nigell, bi- 
ſhop of Ely, by half a fee; and the anceſtor of this 
William was enfeoffed thereof in the time of Hen. I. 
The lordſhip appears in the reign of Henry III. to 
conſiſt of two moieties; one of them was held in 
the 41ſt of that reign by William de Bexwell, who 
then had the aſſiſe of beer and bread of his tenants: 


In the preceding year, the ſaid king granted to this 
William, and his heirs, free-warren in all his domain 
lands here, in Ryſton, Fordham, Wiggenhall, Wal- 
ſoken, Marham, Hilgay, Dunham, Crimpleſham, 
and Fincham, in Nortolk, a weckly market here on 
Thurſday, and a fair to be held every year for three 
days, on Monday in Whitſunday week, and the two 
following days; dated at Walſingham the 15th day 


of 
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of March; which grant was afterwards, on June 26, 
in the 4th of Henry IV. exemplified. Soon aſter, 
taking part with the rebellious barons, his eſtate was 
taken from him by the king, and given to Jeffrey de 


Scalarijs; but in the 49th of the ſaid king he occurs 


lord. 


In the gd of Edward I. the privileges abovemen- 


tioned, with waifs, &c. and the leet here, and in 


Ryſton and Fordham, were allowed to William de 
Bekeſwell. In the 1ſt of Edward VI. John Bexwell 
alias Shoreditch, died ſeiſed of it; and Henry Bex- 
well, eſq. dying in 1654, left it to his daughter and 
heir Frances, married to Robert Aprice, eſq. of 
Waſhingly in Huntingdonſhire, who conveyed it to 
fir John Holland, of Quiddenham in Norfolk, bart. 
and from that family it came to John Holt, eſq. of 
Redgrave in Suffolk, about the beginning of the 
reign of George I. in which family it remains. 


The other moicty was held by Hermerus de Bekeſ- 
well, in the 4th of king John, when Thomas de 
Ingoldeſthorpe had the dower of Sibill, his wife, aſ- 
figned him here, ſhe being the relict of Peter de 
Bekeſwell. 


In the 6th of Edward I. the biſhop of Ely had 


the advowſon of the church here. 


About this time Stephen de Muſhill, (who gave 
name to a houſe in the pariſh) Stephen de Dunne- 
by, and John de Dean, of Dean in Northampton- 


ſhire, held a meſſuage, and 120 acres of land, with 


free tenants, villains, &c. of the biſhop of Ely, had 

free bull and boar, and aſſiſe of bread and beer, of 

their tenants, ; 
n 


— tid ;. as 
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In the gd of Edward III. a fine was levied be- 
tween Hugh Catchare, of Bexwell, querent, and 
William Attemore, &c. deforcicnts, of 15 meſſuages, 
188 acres of land, 20 of meadow, 29s. per ann. 


&c. rents here, in Ryſton, Fordham, &c. 


Aſter this, we find it poſſeſſed by Edward Batch- 
croſt in the time of Henry VII. and William Batch- 
croft of Bexwell, by his will. dated 8th of March, 
1507, defires to be buried in the church of Fincham 
St. Martin, and gives 13s. 4d. to repair the ſteeple 
of Bexwell; this manor here, with that of Waterſet 
in Bexwell, (which he bought of fir Philip Tilney) 
to his ſon and heir Richard, (and his heirs) when he 
cometh to the age of twenty-four years, with all bis 
manors in Norfolk and Suffolk, which were not his 
wife Margaret's jointure, Richard, his fon and heir, 
died ſeiſed of this moiety, and the manor of Water- 
ſet, held of the biſhop of Ely, June 27, 1549, and 
left Thomas his ſon and heir, who was lord in 1372, 
and Richard Batchcroft in 1642. 


In 1638, Francis Barchcroſt, eſq. dying lord, his 
ſiſters and co-heirs ſold it to fir John Holland, from 
which family it came to the Holts, as is above 


-ſhewn, 


Hermerus de Ferrers had alſo a manor here, with 
a church endowed with 24 acres of land, valued at 
16d. the whole was 128. per ann. This the ſaid 
Hermerus feized, but the lord betore him had only 
the protection of the free-men, &c. 


Roger Bigot had alſo at the ſurvey a lordſhip. 
R. ſon of Erluin, held 20 acres, -valucd at 2s. 8d. 
In the Confeſlor's time, a free-man held it of Ha- 
rold. This lordſhip of Hermerus de Ferrers, Fe 
: | at 
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that of Bigot, came ſoon after to the barons of Wor- 


megay. and made part of that honor, held by the 
lords Bardolph. 


In the 41ſt of Henry III. William de Bekeſwell 
held half a carucate of William lord Bardolph, aud 
paid to bim half a mark per ann. About the ſame 
time Robert Catt held the third part of a fee of the 
lord Bardolph. 


About the beginning of the reign of Edward J. 
| John de Muſhill, and Nicholas de Stradſet held here 
in dower, with his wife, a meſſuage, 46 acres of 
land, and five of meadow, in domain of the ſaid 
lord, paying 38. per ann, and in the 14th of that 
king, a fine was levied between Henry le Catt, que- 
rent, and Walter de Thorpe, deforcient, of meſſu- 
ages, lands, rents, two pools here, &c. which Strad- 
ſet and his wife held in dower, now conveyed to 
Henry, and this was held by the heirs of Catt in the 
20th of Edward III. 


In the 16th of Henry VI. John We and 
others were pardoned for Nendieie without licence 
of the dean of Wells, 300 acres of land and mea- 
dow here, and in Roxham, &c. held of che honor 
of Wormegay. This afterwards came to the Batch- 
crofts, and ſo was united to the aforeſaid lordſhips. 


Rainald, ſon of Ivo, is alſo found to have a lord- 
ſhip here, which came ſoon after to the earls of 
Clare, and was part of the manor of Crimpleſham, 
which extended into this town, 


In the reign of Edward I. William Catchare held 
one meſſuage, &c. in Bexwell, in domain of the 


prior of Shouldham, pay ing 308. per ann. and. - 
a ice 
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2 free bull and boar, and aſſiſe of his tenants ; the 
prior held of Richard lord Fitz-John, and he 1 in ca- 
pite; and before this, the family of Belet, in the 
52d of Henry III. poſſeſſed lands here held of the 
earl of Clare, and paving a quit-rent for the ſame of 
10s. per ann. Robert Belet died ſeiſed of it in the 
8th of Edward II. This came to the Weaſenhams, 
and was conveyed by them to John de Bekeſwell, 
and ſo became united to the then manor of Bexwell. 


Ralph lord Bainard had alſo the grant of a lord- 
ſhip here, valued at 4os. One of the freemen, who 
held go acres, was claimed by way of an exchange 
by the earl Warren. All Bexwell was half a leuca 
long, and half a one broad, 


This lord Bainard's manor lay principally in Fin- 
cham, and extended here, and was forfeited by Wil- 
liam lord Bainard, in the reign of Henry I. The 
chief of this fee ſeems to have been united very ear- 
ly to the other manors. All the account we meet 
with is, that the Finchams, of Fincham, held lands 
here of the carl Warren, About the beginning of 
Edward J. William Catchare held a parcel of arable 
land of Stephen de Dunneby, and John de Dean, 
paying 2s, per ann, which Stephen held of Roger de 
Well, and Roger of the earl Warren. 


In the 23d of Edward I. and in the 45th of Ed- 
ward III. Stephen de Talbot, of Fincham, held lands 
here; ſoon after, it is probable, the whole was united 
to the aforeſaid manor. 


The leet was formerly in the abbot of Ramſey, 
and was late in fir George Hare, bart. Leet fee ſix- 
pence halſpenny. 


The 
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The tenths of this town, with Ryſton, were 51. 
dteduct 11. rem. 6]. the temporalities of the prior of 
Shouldham here, were valued in 1428, gos. of the 
abbot of Ramfey, 158. 2d. of the prior of Weſtacre, 
12d. the prior of Pentney had lands held of the lord 
Bardolph, 


The church of Bexwell is dedicated to St. Mary, 
and built of rag or car-ſtone, dug out of the neigh- 
bouring pits; it has a nave and chancel, both of 
equal height and breadth, and covered with lead, 
At the weft end ſtands a round tower, and on that 


an octangular one; the quoins of every angle are of 


free-ſtone, and the upper part embattled ; a work of 
later date probably erected on the decay of the old 
round tower about 1517, when William Batchcrolt, 
of this town, by his will, bequeathed * to the ſtepyl 
14s. 4d.” In this tower hangs one bell. The nave 
is about ſorty-ſix feet in length, and nineteen in 


breadth. 


At the weſt end, on the pavement, lies a' marble 
grave-ſtone—Henry Bexwell, eſq. buried Fuly 8, 1654, 


aged 13. 


Higher up another—Gregory Bexwell, eſq. buried 
March 13, 1644, aged 67—with the arms of Bexwell 


on it. 


A chird - Richard Backecroft, efq. buried March 
1642, aged 80. 


Againſt the ſouth wall of the nave is a mural mo- 
nument of alabaſter; on che ſummit are three ſhields; 
—Bexwell impaling Pratt—Bexwell alone, and Pratt 
alone. On a black marble in the centre—* In hac 


nave ſubpoſitæ ſunt reliquæ Henrici Bexwell in hoc 
agro 
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agro Norfolc. armig. in quo gens illa nobilis et an- 
tiqua maſcula deſinit, ad ſenium vergens uxorem 
duxit Urſulam e proxima Prattorum de Riſton nobili 
itidem proſapia oriundam, e qua tres habuit liberos, 
Gregorium, Suſannam, vivente patre mortuos, et 
Franciſcam, ſolummodo ſuperſtitem. Natus erat 
Henricus Octob. 17, 1581, obiit Julii 8. 1634. 
Meœrens Urſula hoc fix fixum voluit.” On each fide 
of this inſcription 1s a lace or fillet by way of orna- 
ment; over that on the right hand, is an hour glaſs; 
and over that, on the leſt, a book is carved. On the 
baſig—** Tu temet lector lectites dieſq. tuos numera, 
Kc. Ut Pſal. go, 12. | 


Oppoſite to this, on the north wall, is another 
mural monument of black and white marble, with the 
ſhield of Batchcroft impaling Longe; and thus in- 
{cribed—* Hic jacet Franciſcus Batchcroft de Bex- 
well in agro Nort. armig. qui uxorem duxit Marga- 
retam Roberti Longe de Foulden, armig. filiam, ad- 
huc ſuperſtitem. Sobolem nullam, cohæredes ſoro- 
res ſuas chariſſimas, Annam, Elizabetham et Aliciam 
reliquit. Quæ memoriz ſua ſacr. hoc condiderunt 
monumentum. Obiit 13 die Novemb. Ao. ztat 
ſuæ 42, Ao. Dni. 16358." 


The chancel is in length about twenty-four feet. 
On the pavement are ſeveral grave-ſtones. | 


The preſent value is yl. 11s. 8d. and is diſ- 


charged. 


March 7, 1769, the Rev. Richard Oram was pre- 
ſented to this rectory by the lord biſhop of Ely, who 
in 1770 preſented the Rey, John Dickinſon. 


BOUGHTON, 
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BOUGHTON, or BvuckrTox, called Buchetuna in 
Doomſday, from a winding water or rivulet that di- 
vides it from Barton and Oxburgh, or from that large 
pond on the hill, in the centre of the town, and 
then conſiſted of two lordſhips, Over-hall and Ne- 
therhall; thus, Buxton, or Buckſton, in South Er- 
pingham hundred, is wrote Bucheſtuna in Doomtl- 


day-book ; alſo Buckworth, and Buckbrooke.“ 


- Ovzer-Harr.. On Turchilt's deprivation this lord- 
ſhip was granted by the Conqueror to Rainald, fon 
of Ivo, and was valued at 4os. at the ſurvey at 
628. bd, All the town was five . furlongs long, and 
four broad, and paid 8d. to a 20s. gelt, 


From Rainald, the capital lord, it came to the 
earls of Clare; and in the reign of Henry III. Ri- 
chard Fitz-Simon held the fourth part of a fee of the 
earl of Clare; the ſaid Richard had alſo a carucate 
of the king, paying ſix marks per ann. into the Ex- 
chequer. This was the land of William Bigot, ef- 
cheated to the king; whica fix marks ſeem to be 
granted aſterwards to Miles de Brompton, who in 
the 3d of Edward I. releaſed all his right in the ſaid 
land, and the rent of ſix marks per ann. atorcſaid, 


to Richard, 


Aſter this, Roger de Backton was lord, and gave, 


by deed without date, to the abbey of Welt Dere- 


ham, lands in the field of Kyppehow, and the li- 
berty of half a fold-courſe here, 


In the 9th of Edward II. Thomas de Hindringham 
poſſeſſed it, and it came to John de Wilby by mar- 
riage of ane of his daughters and co-heirs, 

In 
* Parkin, 


— — 1 as 1 
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Ti the za of Henry IV. John de Wilby occurs lord 
Aſter this, Richard Tooth, of Wereham granted it to 
Roger Davy, and John Davy, eſq. his ſon, of Bir- 
cham-Tofts in-Smithdon hundred; on his death it 
deſcended to Margery, wife of Alexander Marſhal, 
as next heir at law. Her daughter and heir Elizabeth, 
brought it by marriage to David Orrell, whoſe ſon, 
fir Lewis Orrell, fold it to George Monox, elq. citi- 
zen and alderman (afterwards knight andlord mayor) 
of London, who kept his court here October 18, in 
the 18th of Henry VIII. as did Thomas Monox, 
eſq. in the 251th of the ſaid king, Aſter this it came 
to the Lovels, lords of Nether-Hall ; and fir 'Tho- 
mas Lovel, of Harling, fold it in the 24th of queen 
Elizabeth, to Francis Gawdy, eſq. ſerjeant at law, 
and afterwards lord chief-juſtice of the common- 
pleas; by the marriage of whoſe grand-daughter it 
came to Robert Rich, earl of Warwick. From this 
family it was ſold about the beginning of the reign of 
Charles I. to fir John Hare, of Stow-Bardolph, whoſe 
immediate heir and deſcendent fir George Hare, bart, 


was the late lord. | 


NeTner-Hatt. Ailad was lord of this. manor in 
the Corifeflor's time, but at the ſurvey, Ralph Bainard, 
a Norman baron. To this belonged a church, en- 
dowed with twenty acres, valued at 20d. the lordſhip 
was worth 40s. per ann. and ſocmen belonged to it, 
who held lands, &c. valued at 10s, per ann, 


William, lord Bainard, rebelling againſt Henry J. 
forfeited it, aud that king gave it to Robert, a 
younger ſon of Richard Fitz-Gilbert, anceſtor to the 
. earls of Clare. From this Robert the noble famil 
of Fitz-Walter, barons of the realm, deſcended. In 
the time of Henry III. John de Aula (or Hall) held. 
the fourth part of a fee of Robert, lord Fiu-Walter; 

, E and 
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and in the ſaid family it was in the-gd of Ed- 
ward I. 


In the 21ſt of Edward III. John de Aula gave to 
John de Well, citizen of Norwich, and John Hall, 
_ chaplain of Baughton, a meſſuage, lands. &c. bur 
in the 24th of that king. fir Robert de Cawſton was 


lord. his bailiff giving in his accounts for it. on the 


feaſt of St. Margaret. 
In the g7th of the ſaid reign Richard Franſſiam, 


rector of Aylmerton, kept his court as lord. Soon 
after this it was in the family of the Lovels, of Bar- 
ton Bendiſh. Thomas Lovel, eſq. by his laſt will, 
dated Auguſt 16, 1421, wills this manor, &c. to re- 
main in his feoftees hands till his debts be paid, which 
deſcended to him from his father William. In this 
family it remained till fir Thomas Lovel fold it to 
Gawdy, and fo came to the Hares ; fir George Hare 
being the late lord, | 


Ihe lete was in fix George Hare, bart. lord of the 
hundred. 


The church is dedicated to All Saints, and is an 
ancient building, built of flint and boulder; the 
nave is about thirty-lix fect in length, and about 
twenty-three in breadth, covered with thatch ; at the 
weſt end ſtands a four-ſquare tower of the aforeſaid 
materials, embattled with quoins, &c. ornamented 
with four pinnacles of free- lone; on this a ſpire of 
wood covered with lead: this tower was erectel 
about the year 1416, when John Elvered, rector of 
Oxburgh, left by will, 3s. 4d. to the new tower here, 

in which hang three bells. The chancel is in lengilr 
about twenty-five feet, and in breadth about fixteen, 


- covered with thatcb, &c. On the top of the ſpire 
was 
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was a croſs, which in 1644 was taken down, and che 
churchwarden then paid 38. 4d. on that account, and 
charged in his rates, as he did 6s. 8d. for one Gelly's 
taking a view * of the church, and charged 28. for 
going to Lynn to take the covenant. 


Roger de Hingham, rector here in the reign of 
Henry III. gave conſiderable lands to the abbey of 
Weſt Dercham, with his body to be buricd there. 


About this time the reQor had a manſe and thirty 
acres of glebe, and the prior of Dunmow was, 
patron, | 


Henry Ratcliffe, earl of Suſſex, on the diſſolution 
of Dunmow priory, obtained the advowſon of the 
king; and in. 1553 the rector was deprived, being 


a mar rted prieſt. 


In 160g the rector returned fixty communicants 
here, 


About 168g the Rev. Henry Merlton, ſenior, 
purchaſed the advowlon of = Daſhwood, eſq. 


This is a reQory, valued in the king's books at 
101. per ann. and being in clear value 49l. is dil 
charged of firſt fruits. 


Gilbert, earl of Clare, confirmed the giſt of Ri- 
chard Fitz- Simon, of two parts of the tithe of his 
demeſne land here to Stoke, * Clare, and 35. 


Tent per annum, 
E 2 | The 


* This view was to break in pieces the pourtraitures of Sajnts 
in the windows ; the Orate pro anima, on graveſtones, &c, 
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The ſpiritualities of the priory of Dunmow were 


valued at 20s. a portion of tithe given that houle, 
probably on its foundation, by the lord Bainard. 


The temporalities of the prior of Shouldham, in 
1428, were valued at gl. 10s. per ann. Moſt of 
this came to the Bedingh elds, with the grant of the 
manor of Cavenham in "Wereham, by Henry VIII. 
The prior's manor there extended into this town. 


The abbot of Dereham's temporalities were va- 
lued at gl. 4s. 8d. in 1428. This was land of the 
fee of Winwaloy priory, and held by the Lovels of 
Barton of the abbot. The ſpiritualities of Weſtmin- 
ſter abbey at 20s. 


The tenths were 41. deduQed 138. 4d. on account 
of the lands held by: the religious, and charged to 
them, 


In 176;, the Rev. Jobn Daville preſented him- 
ſelf to this rectory, as patron of the church. 


CRIMPLESHAM, wrote in Doomſday-book Cre- 
peleſtiam, Rainald, ſon of Ivo, had a grant from 
the Conqueror of the lordſhip that Ailid, a free wo- 
man, was deprived of, which ſhe poſſeſſed in king 
Edward's reign. 


: Is the * town Turchill held a carucate of land. 
&c. When Rainald had the grant by thefe, they 
were valued at 81. per aun. 


All Crimpleſham, with Toimere, a town adjoin- 
ing, was one leuca long, and a leuca broad. and 
paid 8d. to the gelt, when the hundred paid 205. 
whoever was lord, 

Rainald 


{| 
{ 
| 
4 
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Rainald was a Norman baron, attended William 
duke of Normandy in his invaſion; and on the 
conqueſt of England was rewarded for his ſervices 
with this lordſhip, and nine others in the hundred of 
Clackcloſe, three in Freebridge hundred, one in Grim- 
{hoe hundred, four in South Greenhoe hundred, three 
in Weyland hundred, one in Launditch hundred, 
one in Mitford hundred, one in Gallow hundred, one 
in Brothercroſs hundred, one in Holt hundred, three 
in North Greenhoe hundred, one in Loddon hun- 
dred, four in Eynsford hundred, one in Taverham 
hundred, five in South Erpingham hundred. one in 
Tunſtead hundred. From Rainald it came to the 
carls of Clare. Gilbert Clare, earl of Clare, gave 
the church of Crimpleſham. as lord, in the rejgn of 
William II. to the priory of Clare. 


This Gilbert is called in Noomſday-baok Gilbert, 
ſon of Richer, carl of Brion in France, and attended 
the Canqueror into England; was anceſtor af the 
earls of Clare. He, his ſon and wife, were great 
benefactors to the abbey of Bec in Normandy; and 
as this Gilbert had the lordihip of Clare in 
Suffolk in 1190, which was afterwards a cell 
of Benedictine Monks to that abbey, ſo it is 
reaſonable to conclude, that he was alſo lord of this 
town; and Gilbert, fon of Richard, who died in 
1131, we are told by a French antiquary, was bu- 
ried at Clare, a cell which Gilbert his grandfather 
had given to the monks of Bec. 


Srokg-Clank PRlokr, or CoLLEGE Maxon, 
Richard de Clare, earl of Clare and Glouceſter, is 
ſaid to have removed the cell at the priory of Clare 
to Stoke-Clare in Suffolk, in 1224, and to have en- 
dowed it with a lord{hip in this town; and in the 
52d of Heury III. that prior had a park lere. 


5. Jolin 
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John de Aula, or Halt, of this town, held a meſ- 
ſuage, &c. of the prior, in the 17th of Richard II. 
Thomas Dercham held it of the prior of Stoke-Clare, 
in the 24 of Henry TV. At the diflolution it was 
granted to the Derchams; Thomas Dercham, eſg. 
| Held it of the crown by ſoccage, in the 2d and gd of 
Philip and Mary. 


The temporalities of this honſe (being a college) 
when diſſolved, were valued at gl. 1s. bd. 


Parton of TonzrIDGrE's Manon, Richard de 
Clare above- mentioned, founder of this priory, en- 
dowed it with a lordſhip in this town. Walter * 
Held it in the reign of Henry III. of the priory, b 
the eighth part of a fee; and in the 23th of Ed- 
ward I. certain lands here. called Inglewith, Stat- 
ford, North and South Field, belonged to this pri- 
ory. In the Sth of Edward III. and the 3d of 
Henry IV. the heirs of Davy are ſaid to yn, It. 


On the diſſolution it came to the crown, and fo 
remained, till on the 20th of October, in the th of 
James I, it was granted to Robert and Thomas Dere- 
ham, for the ſum of 641. 18. 8d. 


Crmertrsnans, Tarzer's, Corrnam's, and 
Wraszxhau's Manor, Beſides the two lordſhips 
above ſpecified, feveral perſons held of the earls of 
Glouceſter and Clare (the capital lords) certain lands, 
and had an intereſt herein, Gilbert de Crimpleſham 
Was lord. 


King John, in his 18th year, October 11, grant- 
ed ＋ . de Pavilli, clerk, all his lands here which 
were Roger de Crimpleſham's, dated at Lynn; and 


this was but a few day s before his death. Theodore 
de 


rr ee cm. *-< 


ol 2 „ A a 
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de Crimpleſham was lord in the g4th of Henry III. 
and in the following year, the earl of Glouceſter, 
as capital lord, had the privitege of a gallows, fe- 
lon's goods, &c. frank-pledge, aſſiſe, the leet of his 
tenants, and would not permit the king's bailiff to 
enter inte his lordſhip. William Criketot, who mar- 
ried Maud, daughter of Peter de Crimpleſham, held 
in her right meſſuages, land, &c. aud had free bull 
and boar, 


Anſelm de Lound had alſo the Sth part of a fee, 
which came by his daughter to Robert Bardolph, and 
ſo to fir Ingelram Belet. Ralph de Wercham held 
in the ſaid reign of Henry III. a meſſuaze, land, &c. 
in, demean; and William de Bere'ord meſſuages, 
land and meadow, of the earl of Glouceſter, by the 
Sth part of a fee, 


In the 21ſt of Edward III. Ralph de Stafford 
conveyed to John de Weaſenham, citizen of Lon- 
don, a lordſhip from the hcirs of Margaret his wite. 
Maud de Bereford, alſo, in the 20th of Edward III. 
the 8th part of a fee; and Stephen de Talbot held 
lands here, in Weſt Dercham, &c. in the 45th o 
Edward III. | 


After this, in the 22d of Richard IL it was in the 
family of the Derchams. Ralph de Dereham held 
the 8th part, and the 6th part of a fee of Roger 
Mortimer, earl of March, in this town, Dereham, 
&c- and in the 15th of Edward IV. Thomas Dere- 
ham, eſq. died ſeiſed of the manor of Weaſenham, 
held by the 4th part of a fee. 


In the reign of James I. Thomas Dereham, efq. 
was lord of Weaſenham, Goldham, and Talbot's 
manors, all which being united, were ſold by the 

E 4 Derchaim 
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Derchams to the Soames; and colonel Edward Soame 
died lord in 1706, whoſe daughter and heir Mary 
brought them by marriage to Soame Jenyns, eſq. of 
Bottiſham hall in Cambridgeſhire, (lon and heir of 
fir Roger Jenyns, knt. by Elizabeth, daughter of fir 
Peter Soame, bart.) member of parliament for the 
town of Cambridge, and one of the honorable lords 
of trade and plantations. * 


In the gad of Henry VIII. Thomas Dercham had 
the grant, December 8, of the melſuage and lands 
here belonging to the abbey of Weſt Dereham, 


The leet was in fir George Hare; the fee 16d. 
The tenths were 31. 14s. 8d. deducted 11. bs, 8d. 


The church is dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and 
was a rectory. Gilbert de Clare, earl of Clare and 
Brion in Normandy, gave in the reign of William 
II. the lordſhip and the church of St. John of Clare 
in Suffolk, to the abbey of Bec in Normandy ; and 
this church was canfirmed to them hy pape Alex- 
ander III. and was appropriated, the ſpiritualities 
being taxed at twenty marks, (a vicarage was ſettled. 
valued at 4os.) and there belonged to it a mancr 
with fifty acres of land. 


The prior and convent of Stoke-Clare preſented 
till the diffolutian. 


In 1603, the rector returned eighty- nine commu- 
nicants, 


In 1608 the biſhop of Ely preſented, the impro- 
priated rectory, and the advowſon of the vicarage 
being granted to that ſee, on the exchange of lands 
belonging to that ſee and the crown, by act of par- 
Lament. : 


After 
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Aſter chis we meet with no preſentation, the great 
and (mall tithes being leaſed out by the biſhop of 
Fly to his tenant, and ſo is now ſerved by a flipen- 
diary curate, and ſtill lands —_— at Sl. as a vi- 
carage in the Valor Benefi ciorum. 


In 1735 the Rev. William Harvey was licenſed 
to this vicarage, or curacy, by the lord biſhop'ef 
Ely, who, Augult 15, 1774, preſented the Rev. Rt- 
chard Whiſh. 


This church is a ſingle pile, with a chancel co- 
vered with reed, and. built of coarſe ſtone found 
in the neighbourhood; has a ſquare tower embattled, 
Kc. with hve large bells. On the pavement of the 
church lie ſome old marble grave-ſtones deprived of 
their braſles, in remembrance probably of the Dere- 
hams, 


Baldwin Dereham, gent. of Crimpleſham, by his 
will dated in February, 1527, requii es to be buried 
in the church, near the ſouth door; and in the reign 
of Henry VI. there was a chauntry founded here 
for Elizabeth, wife of Thomas Dereham, eſq. of this 
town, daughter and heir of Baldwin Vere, of Den- 
ver, eſqg. Thomas Dereham, eſq. was buried here 


in tbe 13th of Edward IV. 


In the windows were formerly the arms of Bex- 
well and Gillour, alſo the arms of Scales and Bar- 


dolph. 


In the church- yard is an altar tomb in memory 


of Thomas Biſhop, gent. who died in 170, aged 3a. 


Queen Elizabeth, on the petition of Henry lord 
Wentworth, granted Auguſt 8, anno 27, to Theo- 
| pliilug 
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philus Adams, and Thomas Butler, of London, gent. 
certain meſſuages, with conſiderable lands, late be- 
Jonging to the college of Stoke, held of the king, 
as of the honour of Clare, in Ange, by Thomas 
Crimpleſham. ä 


The town, ſays Mr. Parkin; takes its name from 
a, ſmall creehing run, or ſtream of water, here ring, 
and proceeding to Welt Dercham. 


TorwtRE, was a town near to Crimpleſham, and 
held by Rainald, ſon of Ivo, at the ſurvey, and was 
Included in its length, &c. and gelt under Crimple- 
ſham, having the ſame lord. 


This lordſhip came with Crimpleſham to the earls 
of Clare. The town has been deſtroyed time im- 
memorial; the ſcite was in or near the cloſes, now 
called Great and Little Tomeres, which ara now in 
Stradſet, and was ſtanding about the reign of Hen- 
ry III. It alſo appears from an old rol}, that the 
leet fee was ancicutly 6d. and held by the abbot of 
Ramſey. 


Great and Little Tomeres, in Stradſet (that is, 
Shouldham Thorpe) cloſes were fold by Charles 
Cornwallis, eſq. to Hugh Hare, eſq. Nov. 2, in the 
17th of Elizabeth, and the late fir George Hare poſ- 
Jelled them as lord. 


The town took its name from two fall meers, or 
ſiagnating waters. 


DENVER, called in Doomſday-book Danefella 
and Danefala, ſeated in a valley by the water.“ 
Here 


 # Parkin, This remafk of our, reverend author is errone- 
a Ous,⸗ 


Wy rr mrs — & ty = ww 


vill 
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Here were two lordſhips, one of which (afterwards 
named Weſt-Hall) was held by Hugh, under the 
carl Warren, who had a grant of it on the depriva- 
tion of Aluric, a free-mzn, who was lord in king 
Edward's reign. To it belonged a fiſhery, valued 
then at Gos. at the ſurvey at 40s. which was claimed 
by an exchange; the whole was one leuca long, and 
half a leuca broad, and paid 8d. gelt. The earl 
had alſo lands, held before the conqueſt by Hoſmunt, 
a free-man, and a fiſhery. 


WesT-Harr MaxorR, Hugh abovementioned, 
who was enfeofted of this lordſſiip by the earl War- 
ren, was anceſtor of the family who took ther 
name, according to the cuſtom of that age, from 
the town. Oſbert de Denevela, or Denver, lived in 
{he reign of Henry I. and gave tithe of his lands to 
the priory of Caltleacre, founded by the earl War- 
ren. Walter de Denver, and Alice his wife, were 
living in the 41ſt of Henry III. ſhe was one of the 
aunts and co-heirs of Henry de Walpole, and had 
m her right a lord{hip in Walpole. Walter was lord 
of this manor, and in the ſaid year had the allife of 
bread and beer, and other liberties. In the 32d of 
the ſaid reign it was certified that he held one knight's 
fee; and in the gd of Edward I. he had the lete, 
paying 8d. to the bailift of the abbot of Ramſey, - 
and was fined for not being a knight. The heireſs 
of the family was married to the Goddards of Wal- 
pole and Terrington, who quartered the arms of 
Denver. 


In the ch of Edward II. Peter de Spalding pre- 
ſented to the mediety of St. Michael's, of Denver, 


as . 


ons, as indeed are moſt of his topographical deſcriptions: the 
village of Denver is ſeated on a hill not in a valley, 
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as lord of this manor. John, his ſon, was lord in 
the +gth of Edward III. and had thirty meſſugges in 
this town, with land, &c. andin Hilgay, Downham, 
Fordham, &c. | 


In the 2oth of that king Richard de Bradenham, 
and John de Foxley were lords; and in the qgth of 
Henry IV. John Gourney, eſq. died lord, and of 
Weſt Barſham. In the 47th of Edward III the 
convent of Weſt Dercham had a patent for this 
moiety, but we do not find them poſſeſſed of it. 


In 139; Walter Gaddard preſented to the aſore- 


ſaid mediety as lord. 


After this, in 1432, John Bennet, gent. was lord; 
and by the marriage of Joan, his daughter, it came 
to Thomas Dereham, eſq. 


Sir Nicholas Hare preſented as lord in 1534, and 
by his will dated September 26, 15357, conveyed all 
his intereſt in this lordſhip and advowſon (after ſuch 
intereſts as his cauſins Audrey Hobart, and Alice 
Rugge, her mother, claim therein for their lives) to 
his heirs ; and Michael Hare, eſq. his fon, by his 
will, dated 1609, gives this manor, after the death 
of his brother Robert, to Nicholas Timperley, eſq. 
his nephew. 


In 1617. fir Thomas Hobart was lord; and fir 
Miles Hobart in 1637; and Edward Barber, gent. 
preſented as Jord of this manor in 1660. About the 

car 1726 Mr. "Towerion, of Haddenham, in the 
ſle of Ely, purchaſed it from the Barbers; and 
about the year 1730, conveyed it to Roger Pratt, 
eſq. of Riſlon, father of Edward Pratt, eſq. the 

prelegt 
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prelent lord : but the right of patronage was ſold off 
before he purchaſed it. | 


ExsT-Hart. William, carl Warren, had alſo 
another lordſhip in this town, which Oſmund held 
of tlie earl. In the ſaid village were five ſree- men, 
and the moiety of another &c. under the protection 
alone of Oſmutd ; but the abbot of St. Bennet had 
the ſoc of two of them ; the whole valued at 40s. 


Oſmund, who was enfeoffed of this manor, and 
held it of the carl, was anceſtor of the ſamily of de 
Kailley, or Caleye. John de Kailley died lord about 
the 8th of king John. 


In 1324 Edmund, fon of fir Adam de Kailley, 
preſented to a moiety of this church as lord of iis 
manor; and fir Adain de Clifton was lord and pa- 
tron In 1 349, Kc. as heir to the Kailleys. In 1664 
Robert Clifton, eſq. conveyed by fine all his right int 
this lordlhip and advowſon to fir William Wil- 
toughby. 


Edward Willoughby, eſq. was lord and patron in 
2491, and was buried in the chancel of St. Mary's 
church in Denver, 


John Willoughby, eſq. was lord and patron in 
1543, and dying in 1557, was buried in this churcli 
before the crucifix. It came afterwards to the Gaw- 
ſells ; Thomas Gawſell, fon of Richard Gawlell, eſq. 
of Watlington, married Mary, widow of John Wil- 
loughby, eſq. and they preſented in 1558. 


Elizabeth, daughter and heir of Robert Gawſell, 
eſq. brought it by marriage to Robert Barber, genr. 
by whom he had three ſons : firſt, Edward, lord and 


patron 
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patron of this church in 1660, who warried Alice, 
daughter and co-heir of Richard Batchcroſt, of Bex- 
well, eſq. Thomas Barber, eſq. took to wife Mary, 
daughter of Robert Marſh, gent. and was father of 
Edward, who married the daughter of Mr. Hopkins, 
of Wilberton in the ifle of Ely, who is ſaid to have 
conveyed it to Mr. Towerſon, of Hadenham in the 
ſaid Ile, who was lord in in 1726, and ſoon: after 
fold it to Roger Pratt, eſq. of Riſton, the late lord. 


The tenths were 71. 48. Deducted 21. 10s, Tem- 
poralities of Ramſey abbey, 7s. 


The church is dedicated to St. Mary, and conſiſted 
of two medieties, or rectories, one called St, Mi- 
chael's or Weſt-Hall mediety, the other St. Peter's, 
or Eaſt-Hall mediety. It is a bngle pile, built of 
rag-tone out of neighbouring pits, and camerated 
with pannels of wood, covered with reed; at the 
welt end is a four ſquare tower, and on that an oc- 


tangular ſpire of wood, covered with lead, with five 


bells. 


Againſt the north wall is an atchievement with the 
arms of the proleſſors of phyſic in the univerſity of 
Cambridge, and of Caius college, impaling Brady. 


On the pavement is a black marble grave-ſtone, 
with the ſaid arms, and—* Depoſitum Robert: 
Rrady. M. D. ſereniſſimus principibus Carolo et 
Jacobo 2dis. medici ordinarii, regii apud Cantabr, 
medicine profel{oris, collegii de Gonville et Caius 40 
circiter annos cuſtodis vigilantiſſimi et benefactoris 
munificentiſſimi, qui poſtquam rem medicam et 
hiſtoxicam ſumma diligentia et fide, tam praxi, quam 


{criptis ſæliciter exornaverat apud ſuos Denvei way 
2 | 8 
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ibi premum hauſerat ſpiritum, ultimum clakut diem 
Aug. 19, Ao. Duni. 1700, ztat ſuæ 73. 


This worthy gentleman gave a conſiderable pater- 
nal eſtate in the pariſh to Caius college, and 5ool. 
towards buying a perpetual advowſon. Mr. Hearne, 
the Oxlord Antiquary, give him this charater— — 
«4 Rob. Bradius plerilq ; omnibus (<quioris evi hil- 
toricis noſtris Anglicanis fit anteferendus.” 


Againſt the wall of the chancel reſts a grave-ſtone, 
with the infignia of a knight templar. —ln the win- 
dows were the arms of Clifton; alſo Poynings. 


On the outſide of the eat window of the chancel 
is a mural monument of ſtone Io Francis Fenny, 
A. M. 46 years reclor here, obt. April 10, 1713, 
etal, 70. 


St. Micnarr's, or Wesr-Harr Mrorrv. Sir 
Walter de Denver was patron in the reign of Edw. I. 
the rector had then a mauſe and fixteen acres of land, 
valued at {ix marks and a half: Peter- peuce 12d. 


William Blakey, rector of this mediety, was de- 
prived in 1353. being a married prieſt. . 


In 160g the rector of both medieties returned 180 
communicants. 


In 1738 Samuel Steadman, the late rector, D. D. 
8 of Norfolk, prebendary of Canterbury, 
held both the medietics united, valued at 161. 138. 4d. 
and paid ficſt-frnits, &c. 


| St. Prrrk's or Easr-Hatt Mrbigrr. Adam de 
Cayly was patron in che time of Edward I. when is 
was 
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was valued at fx marks and a half, and paid Peter- 
pence 12d. there was a manſe and ſixteen acres of 


n 


Jeffery Watts, the * of this LESTER was de- 
prived i in 133 3 being a married pricfe 


Robert Gibbs. chaplain in 1420, gave by will a 
Glver gilt cup to the high altar, to St. Mary's guild, 
Edmund Cootes, by will in 1504, gave to the ſepul- 
chre light in the church 408. and two tapers of wax 
of three pounds weight each; to Our Lady's taber- 
nacle and light 20s.. and twenty moder {ſhcep, with 
legacies to St. Mary's, Allhallews, and St. John 
Baptiſt's Zailds. a 


mM this pariſh e bridge of ſtone, and a 
fluice * over the great river Ouſe. 


From this place began a famous Roman way, ex- 
tenditg to Peterborough, over the great level of the 
fens, about twenty-four miles. Dugdale ſays it was 
of gravel, &c. three feet thick and fixty broad, now 
covered with the moor; that it went firſt ro Charke, 
thence to March, Plantwater aud Etdernel, and ſo to 
Peterborough. . | 


Henry VII. in his 1ſt year, on September 24, 
granted to Thomas Hatton the office of water-bai- 


lilf of Salter's lode, in this pariſh, during pleaſure, 
with 


Of this Nice we refer our readers to the particular account 
of the origin and progreſs of improvement on that great levek 
of Fen, called BEp+o0RD LEVEL, given with the hundred of 
Freebridge Lynn and Marſhland, only obterving, with a noble 
author, „that Denver Sluice is the grand erratum of this 


eountry.” 
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with the annexed fees, to be received by his own 
bands, 


In 1769 the Rev. James Hicks was preſented by 
Caius college, Cambridge, to the rectory of the two 
medieties of Eaſt-Hall and Weſt-Hall, conſolidated 
by the archbiſhop of Canterbury, during a vacancy 
of the ſee. | 


The village of Denver lies on the turnpike-road 
leading from Lynn-Regis, fourteen miles, and Down- 
ham, two miles, to Ely and Cambridge. 


DEREHAM, called Weſt Dereham to diſtinguiſh 
it from Eaſt, or Market Dercham in Mitford hundred. 
We learn from the Conqueror's book of Doomſday 
that there were at that time ſeveral fees or lordſhips 
in this town. 


Hermer de Ferer (or Ferrers) a Norman nobleman, 
who for his ſervices was rewarded at the conqueſt 
with twenty-five lordſhips in this county, and had by 
his own power (a practice common on the conqueſt) 
ſeized on, and invaded the lands of thirty-two free- 
men here. Out of this tenure aroſe two lordſhips, 
that of Curple) and that of Timworth. 


Currie Manor, or PENTNEY Priory Mano, aſ- 
ſumed its name from its lords. Jeffrey Curple held 
half a fee in the reign of Henry III. of the honour 
of Wormegay ; and Roger Curple was lord of it in 
the gd of Henry III. This Roger gave it to the 
priory of Wormegay, and his grant was confirmed 
by lord Bardolph. 


After this, when the ſaid priory was united to the 
priory. of Pentney, it was veſted in that con vent: 2 
| | F the 


62 HUNDRED OF 


the diffolution of Pentney priory it came to the cron; 
and, in the 2gth of Henry VIII. was farmed by 
John Dethick, eſq. at 41. 15s. gd. per ann. of Tho- 
mas, earl of Rutland, who had a leafe of it from the 
court of augmentation, 


On April it, in the 4th of Edward VI. it was 
granted to Thomas 'Thirlby, biſhop of Norwich, 
and his ſucceſſors, and was held of that fee by fir 
Simeon Stuart, bart. lately deceaſed. The ſeite of 
it was in a cloſe, called Hall-Cloſe, ſouth-weſt of 
the abbey of Dereham, and near to the fens. - 


Timworty Manor. This manor aſſumed its 


name from its lords. Sir William de Timworth was 
lord in 2d of Henry III. and held the fourth part of a 
fee of the honour of Wormegay. 


In the 5th of Edward II. this Iordſhip was ſettled 
on John de Beccles, and Hawiſe his wife, grand- 
daughter of fir William Timworth. 


In the 10th of Edward III. Robert, fon of fir 
Ralph de Hemenhale, knt. fettled a moiety of it on 
their truſtees; and Robert de Hemenhale and Ri- 
chard Batchcroft held it in the 4th of Henry IV. of 
lord Bardolph, as part of the barony of Wormegay. 


It was afterwards ſolely in the family of Batch- 
croft, lords of Bexwell, and has been enjoyed by the 
lords of that town; Rowland Holt, eſq. of Red- 
grave in Suffolk, being lord of Bexwell, and of this. 


Roger Bigot, anceſtor to the earls of Norfolk, had 
at the ſurvey a lordſhip valued at 10s. of which ſix 
free-men had been deprived, which Hugh held of 
Roger. In the ſaid town he had ſixteen _ 5 
6 whic 
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which a free- man was deprived, valued at 12d. and 
Hugo held it. Roger had alſo ſixty acres of land. 
of which Godric, a free-man in the Confeſlor's time, 
was deprived, held by the ſaid Hugh. 


This came by fome grant to the abbot and con- 
vent of Weſt Dercham; and in the 2d of Henry VI. 
it appears by the eſcheat rolls, that Elizabeth, widow 
of Thomas Mowbray, duke of Norfolk, died ſeiſed 
of the moiety of one knight's fee in Welt Dercham.“ 


William, earl Warren, had thirty acres of land 
given him on the expulſion of a free-man, and 
half a carucate. 


In the gd of Henry IV. the abbot was poſſeſſed of 
this, in pure alms; and the fourth part of a fee, 
which he held in che reign of Heury III. 


Rainald, ſon of Ivo, had thirty-two acres of land 
belonging to fix free-men; Wihenoc had invaded 
and ſiezed on them; the lands of Ivo came after to 
the earls of Clare. In the reign of Henry III. the 
abbot held the ſixth part of a fee of the heirs of 
William de Narford, he of the eart of Clare; and 
in the gd of Henry IV. the abbot held it of the earl 
of March, heirs of the earls of Clare. 


Ralph, lord Bainard, held at the ſurvey, and Lo- 
vel under him, land, Kc. out of which the abbot of 
Ramſey had 20s. rent in king Edward's reign ; and 
there belonged to this manor fifty acres of land, held 
by free-men in the aforeſaid reign, with one carucate 
and an half, &c. valued at 10s. The abbot of Rant- 
fey had the ſoc of theſe men. This laſt feems to 
F 2 have 


* The eſtate of the Bigot's came to the Mowbrays; 
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have been part of the lord Bainard's manor of Stoke, 
and was meaſured with it. On the forfeiture of Wil- 
ham, lord Bainard's eſtate, for his rebellion in the 
time of Henry I. this came by the king's grant to 
Robert Fitz-Gilbert, anceſtor of the carls of Clare; 
which Robert was father of Walter Fitz-Robert, one 
of the witneſſes to the foundation deed of Dereham 
abbey, and who probably granted it to the ſaid mo- 
naſtery. | 


The abbot of St. Edmund of Bury had a ſocman, 
with ſix acres. The abbot alſo of St. Bennet of Ram- 
ſey had three ſocmen at the ſurvey, land, &c. valued 
at 12d. 


The lordſhips above-mentioned being united, and 
belonging to the abbot and convent of Weſt Dere- 
ham, came to the crown on its diſſolution, and fo 
remained till granted to fir Thomas Lovel, of Eaſt 
Harling, in the 1ſt and ad of Philip and Mary. 


The fcite of the abbey, with the lands following, 
were granted on December 3, in the g2d of Henry 
VIII. to Thomas Dereham, eſq. of Crimpleſham, 
viz. Carter's Cloſe, Great Moon-Shines, with Dere- 
ham Grainge, Barſales, Eaſt Brake Cloſe, Fen Crofts, 
with the fiſhery in the waters of Welt Dereham and 
Roxham, &c. to be held by the 2oth part of a fee, 
and the payment of 46s. gd per ann. together with 
Weſt Brake Cloſe, Calf's Cloſe, Oxcloſe, Heath 
Cloſe, Old Tallow Beatles, New Tallow Beatles, 
Church-ſield, Redhill-field, Well-head-field; Down- 
ham-wood, and lands in Feltwell, which the ſaid 
Thomas died poſſeſſed of Auguſt 29, 1534; and 
about the beginning of queen Elizabeth's reign, fir 
Thomas Lovel conveyed to Thomas Dereham, eſq. 
his ſon-in-law, the lordſhips above-mentioned Be 

whic 
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which remained in the family of the Derchams till che. 
death of fir Thomas Dercham, bart. when the inhe- 
ritance came to ſir Simeon Stuart, bart. by the mar- 
riage of Elizabeth. ſiſter and ſole heir of fir Tho- 
mas Derebam, who dying Auguſt 11, 1761, his fon 
and heir, the lately deceaſed fir Simeon Stuart, bart. 
of Hartley Mauduit in Hampſhire, was lord, and 
knight of the ſhire in parliament for Hampſhire, co- 
lonel of the ſecond, or South battalion of Hampſhire 
militia, and one of the chamberlains of the tally 
court in the Exchequer, for life. Elizabeth, his eldeſt 
daughter, married Hewar Edgley Hewar, eſq. of 
Clapham in Surrey, and leſt no iſſue. Ann, the gd 
daughter, married George Bourne, eſq. of Enfield in 
Middleſex, and left a ſon and a daughter; allo Mary 
and Sophia, the ſecond and fourth daughters. 


Elizabeth, who married fir Simeon Stuart, was the 
only daughter of fir Richard Dereham, bart. of Dere- 


ham abbey in Norfolk, by the honorable Frances 
Villiers, his wife, eldeſt daughter of Robert, lord 
viſcount Purbeck, and Elizabeth, daughter of the 
late fir John Danvers, brother to Henry, carl of 
Danby, and ſole heir to her brother fir Thomas 
Dereham, who died at Rome, in January 1738-9, 
and by her had firſt, Elizabeth, married to Hewar 
Edgley Hewer, eſq. of Fotheringay caſtle in North- 
amptonſhire ; he died Nov. 6, 1728, without iſſue; 
and ſecond, Ann, married to George Bourne, eſq. of 
Enfield in Middleſex ; ſhe died December 7, 1739, 
and fir Simeon, his only fon, who died in 1779. 
Thomas and James dying in their minority, and 
other daughters, Mary and Sophia Dereham. Since 
the death of fir Simeon Stuart, bart. M. P. this eſtate 
has been fold to Lowe, eſq. a banker in 


London, | 
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The family of de Dereham is of great antiquity, 
Richard, Nicholas, and Elias de Dercham were bro- 
thers, and witneſſes to Hubert, the archbiſhop's foun- 
dation deed of the abbey of Weſt Dereham; and 


from this Nicholas, it is ſaid, the family 1s deſcended. 


Thomas de Dercham, eſq. lord of Crimpleſham, 
was an eminent lawyer in the 5th of Henry IV, and 
in the 7th of Henry VI. he was juſtice of goal deli- 
very of Eaſt Dereham, for the liberty of the biſhop 
of Ely, and married Elizabeth, daughter and heir of 
Baldwin de Yere, elq. of Denver, 


Sir Thomas Dercham was knighted by James J. 
nt Newmarket, Dec. 1. 1617. Thomas his fon and 
heir was created a baronet June 8, 1661, by quceu 
Elizabeth, 


Sir Richard Dereham ſucceeded to this cflate in 
1682. He waſted his patrimony, and died in fo- 
reign parts; ſo that this eſtate was conveyed to his 
relation and couſin fir Thomas Dereham, knt. wha 
for many years was envoy at the court of the duke 
of Tuſcany; after that reſided here, and built the 
ſtately ſuperb edifice of Dereham abbey, now ſtand- 
ing, and lately inhabited by the Right Hon. Charles 
Henry Coote, earl of Montrath, of the kingdom of 
Ireland, and one of his Majeſty's moſt honoura- 


ble privy-council there. 


The abbey of Weſt Dereham is nearly a mile ſouth 
of the pariſh church; the old gate-houſe or tower 
is ſtill ſtanding, and entire, and ſeems to have been 
built in the reign of Henry VI. It is a noble, lot- 
iy. four-{quare pile of curious workmanſhip, of brick 
embattled ; at each corner ariſes an octangular tower, 
with quoins of free-ſtone, and over the arch of the 

gate 
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gate, which is of ſtone, wide and lofty, is this ſhield : 
Azure, three buck's heads caboled, or; the buck s 
head in baſe was pierced with a croſier ſtaff, and was 
the arms of the abbey: this ſtaff has been cut ont 
ſome time paſt; but in the bow window of the 
room over the arch it {till flands painted in the glals. 
The common ſeal of the abbey was in 1429, and in 
the reign of Henry VIII. of an oblong form, and 
red wax—the Virgin Mary ftanding under an arch, 
holding in her arms the child Jeſus; over her head 
a ſtar, and on each fide of her an angel with a palin 
branch—the legend, Sigillum abbatts et conventus Sce. 
Marie de Derham. 


On each ſide of this elegant gate, or tower. ad- 
joining to it, fir Thomas Dercham, the envoy, built 
a long, lately, and loſty wing, with a quadiangle 
and a cloiſter on the ſouth fide, containing many 
grand rooms, galleries, &c. like the Italian palaces, 
and many offices, that it is capable of receiving any 
prince, and pleaſures the talle of the molt curious 
Judges. 


In a wainſcotted parlour are theſe arms over the 
chimney, the quartered coat of Dereham : Dereham 
quartering Vere, Goddard; Denver impaling An- 
derton; and about the room are the arms of ſeveral 
families that married with the Derehams, viz. Fin- 
cham, Audley, Lovel, Cailyn, Repps, Guybon, Car- 
vile, Hamerſley, Montford, Gawſell, Pratt, Heath, 
Penniſton, Painell, Booth, &c. Dereham impaling 
Scott. Dereham impaling Heath ; alſo Booth, Cat- 
lyne; alſo impaling Haltoft and Bennet. | 


In this pariſh, ſouth of the town, near the fens, 
is a farm-houſe, called Barſale, accounted formerly 
as a lordſhip, Thomas de Barſale was living in the 

| F4 reign 
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reign of Edward I. In the 11th of James I. it was 
ſettled on Thomas Dereham, eſq. on his marriage 
with the daughter of fir Henry Anderton. 


Afterwards it was fold to the Harbords of Gun- 
ton, and about twenty years paſt conveyed by them 
to Mr, Say, of Downham in this hundred, 


The tenths of Weſt Dereham were 10l. deducted 
11. 6s. 8d. Ramſey abbey temporalities were gs. bd. 
The leet was in the late fir George Hare, bart. of 


Stow Bardolph. 


The town, ſays Mr. Parkin, takes its name from 
the Britiſh word Dur, water, being near the fens, and 
the river Willey ; and alſo having three or four little 
rivulets or ſtreams of water running through it. 


Thus Durham, Derby, &c. 


Dereham St. Andrew's Church. There were in 
ancient days two churches in this town, that of St. 
Andrew and that of St. Peter; that of St. Andrew 
is the church now ſtanding; and weſt of this church, 
in the church-yard, the ſcite of that of St. Peter's 
may be perceived. In a ſmall pannell, at the ſum- 
mit of the preſent church, may be ſeen the portrai- 
ture of St. Andrew painted on the glaſs, 


It is a "REN pile, built of flint and other fone, 


in length about fifty-two feet, and in breadth about 
twenty, with a chancel about thirty-three feet long, 
and twenty broad, covered with thatch. At the 
welt end of the church is a large round tower, of 
ſtone found in pits in this neighbourhood, and called 
rag-ſtone, and on that is raiſed an octangular one of 
brick, embattled, and coped with free-ſtone, on the 
decay of the old tower in the reign of Henry = 
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On the ſummit is a cap or cover, with a weather- 
cock, and in this tower hang four large modern bells. 


On the pavement, at the eaſt end, lies a black 
marble grave-ſtone, with theſe arms quarterly, Lo- 


vel, Bendilh, Muſwell, and Brandon. 


Here lyeth interred the body of Gregory Lovel, 
eſq. born in thus pariſh, who departed this | ife the 29th 
day of Aug. Ao. Dm. 1693, in the 6gd year of his 


age, 


Againſt the north wall of the chancel is a neat 
marble monument—To Robert Dereham, eſq; * obijt. 
December 6, 1592, tet So. Al ſo—-ITO Thomas Dere- 
ham, ejq. obijt. Aug. 29, 1554, @tat. 51. | 


On the ſummit and ſides of this monument is the 
arms of Dereham, with as many quarterings as a 
German prince. 


On the baſis of the monument are theſe verles, 
now almoſt obliterated : | 


Propater et patruus quanvis ſint morte peremp1i, 
"rs vivent cælis cum conjuge Chriſto, 
am pater et patruus Chriſtus, nos ſanguine 8 
60 conſangumeos ſibi. ſecit adoptianalos. 
Sic queis pura fides, queis vita hac, pauper, genus 
Sunt chart, quamvis cineres conduntur in urna ; 
Hi tamen ut ſandli penetrabunt nubila celſa, his 
Vita, ſalus, ſþes, pas, eternaq; guadia Chriſtus, 
Againſt 


* This gentleman is ſaid to have left 31. per ann. to Weſt 
Dereham, and 21. per ann. to Crimpleſham poor, which was 
paid 'till fir Thomas Dereham, who rebuilt the abbey, refuſed 


to pay it. 
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Againſt the ſaid wall is a moſt elegant, curious mo- 
nument of marble, made at Florence in Italy, with a 
large quartered ſhield, viz. Dereham impaling Vere, 


Goddard, Denver, Gargrave, Brown, &c. 


Under this in a lozenge, argent, on a crofs gules, 
five eſcollops, or, with a mullet, ſab, in the dexter 
quarter, for difference, —Villiers. The ornaments 
of this monument are highly beautiful, and what is 
moſt curious is, that the field, with the bearings on 
each field and arms, is of marble, all in their proper 
colours and inlaid, 


Againſt the ſouth wall of the chancel. incloſed 
with iron rails, is a ſumptuous monument of marble 
and alabaſter, riſing to the top of the wall; on the 
ſummit is gules, a chevron between three mallets, or; 
the creſt a hawk on the lure—Soame ; on the cor- 
niſh, a Cupid, mourning, with two lamps. On a 
bafis of veined marble ſtands the effigies of colonel 
Soame in full proportion, in amour of alabaſter ; 
the workmanſhip of an eminent Italian carver, who, 
from a curious picture of the {aid colone}, has taken 
a wonderlul likeneſs, On the pedeſtal is this in- 


ſcription,, 


In a vault near this place lies the body of the Hon. Col. 
Edmund Soame, of Derham-Grange in this pariſh, ſon 
of Edmund Soame, of London, merchant, and Mary his 
wiſe ; which Edmund was one of the ſons of fur William 
Soame, of T hurlow- Hall in Suffolk ; and ſhe the daughter 
of Simon Middleton, of Hackney, in the county of Mid- 
dleſex, eſq. In the reign of king William and queen 
Mary he went a volunteer into the wars of Ireland, and 
to their majgſlies and country's ſervice dedicated the re- 
venues of a plentiful eflate, which he inherited; and 
having a captain's commiſſion giuen him, behaved him fel 
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in all the wars during the reign of that king with ſuch 
eminent courage and fidelity, that when queen Anne came 
to the crown, her majeſty ſinſt rewarded him with, a lieu- 
tenant-colonel's commiſſion, and afterwards with the com- 
mand of a regiment ;. and being by has ſovereign” ſent on 
an expedition, tuto Spain, died as he was going, at Torbay 
in Devonſhure, Seht 8, 1706, in the 38 year of his 
age, being thus immaturely cut off, when he was in pur- 
ſuit of, and ready to be rewarded with the higheſt military 
honours, In the time of peace, and during the receſs of 
arms, he was ſeveral years a repreſentative in parliament 
for the ancient borough of Thetford, in this county, where 
he approved himſelf to be as true and faithful a patriot 
in the ſenate houſe, as he was a brave and honourable 
commander in the field. 


In the ſame vault—Lzes the body of his only fifler, Mar- 
garet Green, who died Auguſt 10, 1710, relift of Giles 
Green, ſq according to her deſire, between her huſ- 
band and her brother ; and, in her laſt will, re- 
queſted her executrix, dame Elizabeth Jenyns, wile 
of fir Roger Jenyns, of Bottiſham-hall in Cam- 
bridgeſhire, to erect this monument. 


In the church- yard is an alter monument for 
Thomas Baron, gent. who died Aug. 4, 1725. 


Benefactors.— William and John Millſop gave 
each gol. in 166, with which a town cloſe in 
Whintoft-held was purchaſed, containing two acres 
and a half, let at gl. per annum, and given to the 
poor. 


Gregory Lovel, eſq. gave by will zool. with 
which land is bought at Upwell in this hundred, 
let, at above gol. per annum. He appointed a ſer- 
mon to be preached in this church on Lady, Mid- 
lummer, 
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ſummer, and St. Thomas's day, by the curate of the 
pariſh, and 408. for each ſermon to be paid to him, 
the reſt to the moſt neceſſitous poor. 


In 1706 Mrs. Green, of Dereham Grainge, gave 
a large filver flagon, and incloſed the communion 
table with decent rails and baniſters. 


Wrsr DERTHAM ABBEY, was founded in the reign 


of Henry II. by Hubert Walter, then dean of York; 
the particular year is not known, but was between 
the year 1168, when he was preferred to that deanry, 
and the year 1189, * when he was preferred to the 
ſee of Saliſbury, having bought the land on which 
it was built of Geffry Fitz-Geffrey, and belonging to 
his own fee or lordſhip, | 


It was dedicated to God and the Virgin Mary, for 
regular canons of the premonſtratenſion order, who 
were to pray for his own foul, the fouls of his father 
and mother, Ralph de Glanvile, juſticiary of England 
{who had the care of his education) and of Berta his 
wife, as appears from the foundation of the charter, 
—*+* Omnib; ſancte matris eccelſie filiis p'ſentib; et 
futuris Hubertus, Dei gratia Eboracenſis eccleſie de- 
canus, æternam in Domino ſalutem.—Prudentis eſt 
hiis, que ſaluti anime proficiunt, dum poteſt inten- 
dere, et tranſitoriis æterna commutare. Quod qui- 
dem intelligentes in honore Dei, et glorioſe Virginis 
Marie, matris ej us quoddam cœnobium premonſtra- 
tenſis ordinis in feodo noſtro apud Derham fundavi- 
mus, p. ſalute anime noſtre, et patris et matris noſtre, 
et Domini Raduphi de Glanvile, et Domine Berte 
uxoris ejus, qui nos nutriebant, et p. ſalute fratrum 

| ſororum 


* Founded as an old MSS. ſays, on the feaſt of the aſſump- 
tion of the bleſſed Virgin, in 1188. : 3 


* 
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ſororum, conſanguineorum, familiarium, et omnium 
amicorum noſtrorum et p. fate domui et canonicis 
dedimus, et conceſſimus, et p' ſenti charta noſtra 
confirmavimus totum tenememum in eadem villa 
cum pertinentiis quod de Galtrido filio Galfridi 
- emeramus,” &c. ' 


The founder was a native of this town, ſon of 
Hervey Walter, brother. of Theobald Walter, chief 
butler of Ireland, from whem the noble family of 
Butler, dukes of Ormond, are deſcended. 


The firſt preferment in the church that we find 
him poſſeſſed of, was a fourth part or portion of the 
church of Felmingham in Norfolk ; after this he was 
dean of York. one of the barons of the Exchequer, 
biſhop of Saliſbury, and archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
legate to the pope, lord chancellor, and chief-juſtice 
of England: no clergyman, before or after him, had 
ſo great a power and authority, and no man ever 
uſed it with greater prudence and moderation, being 
the prime miniſter of Richard I. and king John. 


In the gd year of king John he had a grant of the 
cuſtody of the caſtle and foreſt of Windſor, dated 
May 4, apud Aumorl. viz. Albemarle in France ; 
and in the ſaid year, one to recover all his demeans 
that had been lately alienated—dated at Vernole. 


. King John, in his 1ſt year, granted to the abbot 
and convent a weekly market on Wedneſday, and an 
annual fair for four days, viz. on St, Matthew, and 
the three following days, with toll, ſtallage, and all 
liberties belonging to a market and fair; dated at 
Weſtminſter, June 10. 


In 
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In the aforeſaid year, King John, by his charter, 
dated at Roan in France, Sept. 7, at the requeſt of the 
founder, confirmed to this abbey all their lands, 
rents, ſervices, and advowlons, which had been given 
by the founder of his own fee, and which he had of 
Geffrey Fitz-Geffrey, in the town of Dercham, and 
exempted them from the ſervices which Walter Fitz 
Robert did to Hubert (their founder, which ſhows that 
Walter was a benefactor) and to Geffrey Fitz-Geffrey, 
and the ſervices which Hubert did to Walter Fitz- 
Robert. And, as far as belonged to his regal power, 
appropriated to them the church of Kirby-Malgedale, 
which Adam Fitz-Adam gave, the church of Katham, 
with the appurtenances of the gift of Hugh de Diva. 
—One knight's fee in Walton of the gift of Margaret, 
daughter of Alexander le Moine, and of Roger 
Buch, about which there had been a ſuit in the king's 
court, and they, by conſent, gave up their right 
therein. The land at Iclington, which Hubert chcir 
founder, and Walter his brother gave, and which 
Hamo, fon of Walter, held, except 30s. rent per 
annum, belonging to the monks of Iclington. Land 
and tenements of the gift of their founder in Ox- 
ford, held of the priory of St. Frideſwide, the rent 
of 40s. per annum, ſuing out of a moiety of the 
fiſhery in Marſh-Fen, given them by Hamelen Plan- 
tagenet, earl Warren, and Iſabel his wife, which 
William Curteis uſed to pay him at three terms in 
the year. What they held in Smalbregg, of the 
gift of Henry de Pomerai, and Walter de Marmion, 
paying to the ſaid Walter 20s, per ann. Nine acres 
given by Simon Briton in the marſh, or ſea ſhore at 
Wrangle in Lincolnſhire, to make ſalt-pits, with 
ground for a houſe, on the Toſt of William the 
prieſt, by Rythfleet-bridge, with common of paſture 
for thirty-{tx cows or oxen, 


Forty 
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Forty acres of land in Hillington in Norfolk, the 
giſt of Roger de Pavilla, out of his demean, with 
liberty of a fold, paying 2s. per ann. the rent of half 
a mark in Playford, with certain homages, given by 
Hervey Fitz-Peter, a moiety of the mill at Acton, 
which Walter, fon of Peter de Warham, and the 
rent of 15s. in the mill of Ringland, which Julian de 
Swathfield gave ; the rent of half a mark out of the 
mill of Titchwell, which William Lovel de Ibery 
gave; half a mark's rent given by Peter Fitz-Walter, 
out of his mill at Irſtead, to buy wine for mals in 
their church, &c. with ſoc, fac, tholl, and many 
other royal privileges, all granted by the king, under 
the hand of Hubert, archbiſhop of Canterbury :— 
Witneſs, Jeffrey, archbiſhop of York. 


Beſides the benefactions here confirmed, we find 
a vaſt many other perſons to have been benefactors 


to this abbey. 


| The late Mr. Thomas Martin, of Palgrave in 
Suffolk, had in his poſſeſſion an extract from the 
Ledger-book of Weſt Dereham, taken by Robert 
Dercham and William Gybon, eſqrs. 


In the gd of Edward I. the abbot claimed the lete 
here of his tenants, and the aſſiſe of bread and beer, 
a fair, toll, waif, &c. The amercements of his 
men, who were exempt from beiug impleaded in any 
court baron, or county count, but in the king's court 
alone, and a gallows. 


Sir William Howard, the famous judge, anceftor 
of the dukes of Norfolk, gave lands in Terrington 
and Tilney, in the 29th of Edward I. 


ſo 
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In the 18th it appears that the convent was obliged 
to pray for Adomare de Valentia, earl of Pem— 
broke, as heir to the lord Monchenſy, who had been 


a principal benefactor, 


In the 16th of Edward III. the abbot certified to 
the treaſurer and barons of the Exchequer, the value 
of their lands, &c. in Dereham, Upwell, Riſton, 
Strad(et, Stoke, Wretton, Cockley-Cley, Oxburgh, 
Caldecote, Shingham, Fincham, Boughton, Barton, 
Beecham, Wereham, Iſlington, Thorpe, Lynn St. 
Peter, and North Lynn, Clenchwarton, Bexwell, 
Fordham, Watlington, Holkham, Ringland, Weſton, 
Themilthorpe, Carleton, Brooke Aſhby, Cleydon, 
North Tuddenham, &c. in Norfolk. 


Henry de Wells, dean of Chapel-fictd college in 
Norwich, archdeacon of Lincoln, &c. was a great 
beneſactor, and at his death, 1431, buried here. 


Beſides their temporal poſſeſſions, the abbot and 
convent had an intereſt in ſeveral churches. 


Dereham St. Peter's, given, as it ſeems, by theit 
ſounder and appropriated to them, valued at twenty- 
one marks, and paid Peter- pence 11d. Dereham 


St. Andrew's, given by ſir William de Timworth, 


Ao. 2. Henry III. and appropriated. The jury, in 
the gd of Edward I. found it to be the gift of that 
knight; that he held it of R. Curpel, he of the lord 
Bardolph, who held it in capite, for this grant of fir 
William Ralph, then abbot, and the convent cove- 
nant that he ſhould be partaker of all their prayers, 
&c. valued at twenty-one marks, &c. 


The 
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The (piritualities of this abbey, with the 'priory 
of St. Wynwaly, in Wercham, were valued in 1428 
at $11. 6s. gd. The temporalities at 1351. 7s. 5d. q. 


—at the diſſolution, Dugdale ſays, it was in the 
whole valued at 2281.—Speed, at 2521. 128. 11d. 


In the reigh of Henty III. the ſeal of the abbey 
was 2 dexter hand holding a croſier erect, alluding 
likely to their founder, the archbiſhop, and the legend 
—dSigullum abbatis et conventus de Dgrham, 


Paul de Tilney was admitted abbot December 21; 
1313, and made to the biſhop of Norwich profeſſion 
of obedience, which was in theſe words: * Ego ſra- 
ter Paulus, Ke. electus Abbas, &c. ſubjectionem, re- 
verentiam et obedientiam a ſanctis patrib; conſtitu- 
tam ſecundum regulam, &c. Tibi, Domine, Patet 
Epiſcope, tuiſq. ſucceſſorib; canonice ſubſtituendis, 
et ſancte ſedi Norwic. ſalvo ordine noftro perpetuo 
me exhibiturum promitto.“ 


In the 14th of Henry VIII. the bailiff of the bi- 
ſhop of Ely had orders to diſtrain on the abbot of 
Weſt Dereham, holding a fiſhery at March, in the 
Iſle of Ely, by knight's ſervice of that biſhop, zl. 
being then due, and 28. for relief. At the diſſolu- 
tion he ſurrendered the abbey, obtained a penſion 
from the crown of 66t. 138. 4d. per ann. and in 
1544 was inſtituted rector of Boughtov, and hows 


in 1348. 


At the diſſolution ſeveral of the canons of this 
houſe were found guilty of 1 incontinency in a moſt 
ſhameful manner. 


3 iy ug 
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Robertus Walſand cum fe ia. con- 
| 


Jugata 
Thomas Munday cum ſe ia. ſolula 
Ricdus Norwolde diverſis, tam con- 
Jugatis quam ſolutis, et fatetur 
ſodom. 
Johan. Jackſon, ſatetur voluntar. fatuntur voluntar. 
ollut. Fo pollut. 
Ric dus Watlington, fatetur volunt. 
pollut. | 
Thomas Dia ſilon 
Pet. Tilney 
Roger Gargrave 
Tho. Downeham J 


Ricdus Morualde, alias Marke, dicit in vim jura- 
mentt, et con ſcientiæ quod ſi omnes tamen mgenue fate- 
rentur ſue commiſſa Dno. Regi ut deberent, reperiret ne 
unum quidem ex monachis, vel preſbyterts, qui aut utatur 
femine congreſſu, aut maſculo concubitu, aut pollution. 
voluntar. vel aliis id genus nephandis abuſibus quare ob- 
tare ex animo ut liceret eis omnibus quotquot velint uli 
remedio conjugii, et ſperat Regiam Majeſlatem in hoc di- 
vinibus miſſa eſſe in terrts, Sic dicit etiam Ric dus 
Mailing ton. 


Praterea D. Tilney el Roger. Gargrave, qui gerebant 
curam animarum ruri, interrogat de uſu nimis ſodomit. 
dicunt quod illud ermen regnat ut plurimum in preſbyterts 

tam ſecularibus et juvenibus qui nondum ſunt conjugati, et 
illi etiam optarent remedium conjugii talibus coucedi. 


In 13 53 here remained in charge thefe following 
annuities, or penſions, to religious perſons of this 
houſe: Thomas Hawe, 21. per ann. James Hawe, 
11. 10s. per ann. John Jackſon, l. per ann. This 
man was married and divorced from his wife in the 

| reign 
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reign of queen Mary; he then lived at Wercham, 
probably ſerved the cure there. 


This abbey being of the premonſtratenſian order, 
it may not be improper to give here the genealogy of 
it, which was always religiouſly kept, and obſerved 
in all religious houſes, 


Premonſtratum begat Liſkes.—Liſkes, a Norman 
premonſtratenſian abbey, begat Newhouſe. —New- 
houſe, in Lincolnſhire, the firſt premonſtratenſian ab- 
bey in England, begat Welbeck. —Welbeck, in Not- 
tinghamſhire, the third premonſtratenſian abbey in 
England, begat Weſt Dereham. —Welt Dereham, in 
Norfolk, the 12th premonſtratenſian abbey in Eng- 
land. 


In 1465, the zieh of Edward IV. the ſtate of this 
abbey is thus repreſented in a MS. regilter of the 
premonſtratenſian order. 


1. Archiepiſcopus Cantuar. gt Fundatur. 

2. Abhas de Welbeck eft Pater Abbas. 

3. Quing. habet eccleſias curati; quidam canonici per- 

fetus, quidam ſeculares, quidam revocabiles. 

4. Fundatum erat in honore B. Mariæ Virginis ad 
feſlum Aſſumptionis, Anno Dom, M. C. LXXXVIII. 


Hubert Walter, the founder, being afterwards 
archbiſhop of Canterbury, all his ſucceſſors in the 
lee of Canterbury from him had the title, and in 
times of neceſſuy were applied to as founders, or 
patrous. 


The abbot of Welbeck was father abbot, becauſe 
Dercham had its firſt canons from Welbeck ; and for 
this reaſon, when the abbot of Dercham died, the 


Ga. Canons 
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canons always ſent his ſeal to that father abbot ; and. 
at the ſame time, praved him to fix a day when he 
would he at Dercham to fee them make a fair elec- 
tion of a new abbot, and himſelf inſtal him; and 
it appears that the abbot of Welbeck preſented the 
new abbot to the biſhop of Norwich, for admiſ- 
hon, &c. 


The very extenſive village of Weſt Dereham is 
fituated between the turnpike-road leading from 
Lynn to Newmarket, and the marſh-grounds.—The 
church ſtands on an eminence, which commands a 
vaſt proſpect over the level of fens into Cambridge- 
ſhire and Suffolk ; the lands here are in high cultiva- 
tion, and the magnificent ſeat, called Dereham ab- 
bey, lately occupied by lord Montrath, is beauti- 
fully environed with wood and water. It is four 
miles from Downham, twelve from Lynn-Regis, and 


three from Stoke Ferry. 


In 1765 the Rev. James Adamſon was preſented to 


this vicarage; or curacy. 


DOWNHAM, wrote it Doomfday-book Dune- 
ham. In ancient accounts it occurs by the name of 
Downham- Market, and Downham-Hithe: Spelman 
ſays the market here was of ſuch antiquity, that he 
finds it confirmed by Edward the Confefſor. The 
town is ſeated on a hill to the eaſt of the river Oule, 
over which, and the fens, it has an extenſive proſpect, 
and takes its name from its ſcite, a Ham or dwelling 
on a Dun, Down, or Hill. The principal manor 
was given by king Edgar, with the hundred of Clack- 
cloſe, to Ramſey abbey. 


AzzoT of Rausgr's Manor, The principal ma- 
nor here was in the abbot, it extending itſelf into 
G 2 i 
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this town, and he had the ſame privileges here as in 
that village. It appears that king John granted or 
confirmed a fair here to the abbot, in his 6th year, 
and the privilege of a gallows here, or hanging ma- 
lefactors was allowed him in the time of Henry III. 
On the diſſolution of this abbey it was granted by 
Henry VIII. to Robert Miller, &c. with Wimbot- 
tiſham, and ſo paſſed through feveral hands to the 
Hares, fir George Hare, bart. being the late lord, 


IxcoLDesTHorReE Manor, At the ſurvey William 
earl Warren had here land, &c. valued at 128. 4d. 
the abbey of St. Bennet of Ramſey had the ſoc and 
protection, but the earl laid claim to it by an ex- 
change. This appears to be held under the earls 
Warren by the Ingoldeſthorpes, with Wimbot- 
tiſham, and fo paſſed to the Hares, 


Barnoten MANOR. Hermerus de Ferrer ſeized on 
thirteen ſoc-men (as appears from the book of 
Doomſday) who held lands, valued at 10s. his pre- 
deceſſor had only the protection of them. This de- 
ſcended to the lords Bardolph, and was held by 
Blake and Pratt, and came to the Hares, as obſerved 
in Wimbottiſham, but anciently went with the ma- 
nor, which the lords Bardolph had in Wimbot- 


tiſham, 


Rainald, ſon of Ivo, had at the ſurvey the land 
late of three free-men, who held lands valued at 
10d. and were under protection only; allo of one 
free-man, with ſeven acres, whoſe protection lately 
was in the predeceſſor of William de Warren, valued 
at 12d. 'This deſcended to che earls of Clare, and 
in the time of Henry III. Edward I. &c. was held of 
that honor by the family of the Narfords by the 
23d part of a fee, This tenure went along with 
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another ſmall one, held of the aforeſaid honor in 
Bexwell. 


Roger Bigot had at the ſurvey a ſree- man's land, 
valued at 16d. Alſo St. Audrey (that is, tlie church 
of Ely) had ,o villains here, who held lands, va- 
Jued at 12d. All Downham is ſaid then to be three 
ſurlongs long, and two broad. Bigot's part ſeems to 
have come ſoon aſter into the hands of the lords Bar- 
dolph, or to be held by them of the heirs of Bigot, 
and that which belonged to the church of Ely was 
granted by Henry VIII. Sept. 10, in his 33d year, 
to the dean and chapter of Ely. 


It is an agreeable town, well paved, has a good 
market on Saturday, ſupplied with fiſh and fowl 
from the ncighbouring fens, and a bridge over the 
Ouſe, with a turnpike-road leading to Outwell, Wil- 
bech, &c. Near to this bridge, on the town fide, 
is a market kept for butter every Monday, where in 
the height of the ſummer and ſpring about gooo fir- 
kins are ſaid to be bought up by ſeveral factors, and 
and ſent hence hy water to Cambridge, and from 
thence to London by land carriage, and called there, 
Cambridge butter. This bridge anciently belonged to 
the lords Bardolph ; and we find that on the 1ſt of 
July, in the 32d of Henry VI. John Trentale, in the 
name and licenſe of John lord viſcount Beaumont, 
(a deſcendant of the lords Bardolph) leaſed to Peter 
Baker, Thomas Spenſer, Robert Lyſter, and John 
Chaunter, of Downham, the bridge here, at the rent 
of 13s. 4d. per ann. they being obliged to keep it in 
repair at their own charge, and to take the accul- 
tomed tolls; but it was provided and excepted, that 
all the tenants, farmers, reſidents, &c. of the ſaid 
lord, belonging to his manor of Stow-Bardolph, 


ſhould be free from the ſaid toll. 
The 
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- The leet was in fir Thomas Hare, bart. fee 2s. 8d. 
who obtained a charter of wo fairs in the year, one 
on May 8, the other on November 2. 


Doctor Batchcroft, maſter of Caius college, Cam- 
bridge, left by will 100l. to this town, to cloath the 
poor, provide fuel, &c. with which land is pur- 
chaſed, now rented at Sl. per ann, 


The church is dedicated to St. Edmund, conſiſting 
of a nave, a north and {ſouth aile, built of carr, or 
ragg ſtone, and covered with lead; at the weſt end 
ſtands a low four- ſquare tower of the ſame materials, 
embattled, and with buttreſſes, quoins, &c. of free- 
ſtone, wherein are five bells; on this is erected a 
ſmall ſpire of wood, covered with lead. The vault 
of the nave is ſupported by pillars forming ten 
arches, five on each fide, of a different workman- 
ſhip and turn; the roof is of oak, and at the weſt 
end is a neat gallery vineered, &c. and on the old 
odtangular font a ſhield on each angle, viz. two ar- 
rous in faltire, with a crown over them, to ſet forth 
the ſhield of St. Edmund—three eſcallops, St. James's 
—a croſs, St. George two {words in ſaltire, St, Paul 
—a ſaltire, St. Andrew—two keys in ſaltire, St. Peter 
—a croſs with two ſpears in ſaltire, with a crown of 
thorns on the head of the croſs, our Saviour's ſhield ; 
the other is obſcure. In this nave hangs, on a piece 
of iron work, a glaſs or cryſtal branch, with eight 
ſockets ; the nave is in length about ſixty-two feet, 
and in breadth, with the two ailes, about forty-five. 
The chancel is camerated and covered with reed, in 
length about thirty-four feet, and in breadth about 


lixteen., 


Againſt the north wall is a ſtone thus anſcribed ; 
RADULPHUS HARE, Baron, hujus lecti materiam, 
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ex bio erga Deum, nec minus benevolo erga redtorem * 
fedlu liberi ſuppeditauit An' Dom. 17092. 


South of the chancel, and adjoining, is a little cha- 
pel about eighteen feet long, and thirteen broad, co- 
vered with lead; on the pavement lies a grave-ſlone 
with a braſs plate ; what remains is this 


Folus Rouſe = = = = - - þ pit. Deus. 


In the church was anciently the arms of Ramſey 
abbey,—or, on a bend azure, three rams heads erazed 
argent, and thoſe of lord Bardolph, 


An altar tomb in the church-yard—To Maria, wife 
of William Adkin, anno obt. ſalut. 1717, &tat 3g. 


Another altar tomb there—To Thomas Crick, obt. 6“. 
Id. Marti. ere autem Xlianæ. anno Mulleſ *, b Cen- 


| teſs®. g nageſſs*. 5%. 


' Alſo—To Henry Safjery, gent. obut 3m. Idus Fes: 
arii anno ſalutis 1721, &tatis 45, 


At the eaſt end of the church-yard is a monument 
covered with a long ridged ſtone, ihſcribed Io Lu- 
cretia, daughter of Thomas Perſon, gent. of Wiſbech, and 
wife of Robert Southouſe, gent. obijt. Fuly 21, 166g. 


On another altar tomb Mill. Parlett Armig. inter 
uxores et partus, ſub ſpe reſurrectionis, hic jacet ſepultus. 


Buried here, — Sir Nicholas Holmes, Aug. 3, 1558, 
a chantry prieſt.— John Batchcroft, gent. March g. 
1580. Margt. Badycroft, gent. 15.— Bridget, wife 
of Chriſtopher Batchcroft, gent. iſt Sept. 1588.— 


Chriſtopher Batchcroſt, gent, 29th June, 1622. 
| 4 | n 
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In 1438 John Batcomb was preſented rector of 
Downham : he was one of the clerks of the king's 
chapel, and the abbot and convent of Ramſey paid 
him 1006s. per ann. at the king's requeſt ; on this 
preſentation that penſion ceaſed. Regu/t. abb. Ram. 


Thomas Goryng, a benedictine monk, or friar, 
was preſented by the abbot, &c. of Ramſey, about 
1455, as appears from the abbey regilter, 


In 1341 Baldwin Dercham was preſented by the 
king; and in 1554 Thomas Fretwell (Dereham being 
depoſed by queen Mary) preſented by Robert Miller, 
gent. to whom Henry VIII. granted the patronage in 


his 36th year, pat. 19, 


Mr. Robert Miller conveyed the patronage to 
John Walpole, and William Walpole in the 16th of 
Elizabeth conveyed it to Francis Gawdy, ſerj eant 
at law, | 


In 160g here were 200 communicants, as appears 
by the rector's anſwer to the king, 


In 1640 John Duſgate, of Cockley-Cley, gent, 
and in 1656 fir Ralph Hare, bart. preſented, 


In the reign of Edward I. the abbey of Ramſey 


had the patronage, the rector held thirty acres of 
land, with an houſe, valued at eleven marks, Peter- 
pence 16d. A penſion was paid by the rector of 
4s. per ann. to the ſacriſt of that abbey, now a fee 
farm rent paid lately to Mr. Pile. 


The rectory is valued at 6l. 13s. 4d. and is diſ- 


charged of tenths and firſt · fruits. i 
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In 1428 the temporalities of Carrowe nunnery | 


here were valued at 4s. 5d. per ann- 


The temporalities of Ramſey abbey at gl. 15. 10d. 
per ann. with the fiſhery and their ſpiritualities at 
45. 5d. with the priory or cell of Modeney. 


Weſt Dercham abbey had poſſeſſions here granted 
to Ed. Spanye and John Baſpoole, 1 of July, in the 
7th of Edward VI. | 


In this church was the ifle of our Lady, and the 
altar of our Lady, 


On the other fide of the bridge of Downham, 
near to the foot of the ſaid bridge, ſtood an old her- 
mitage, or cell; this was probably founded by a lord 
Bardolph, the preſentation thereto being in that fa- 
mily, as appears from the rolls of the honor of 
Wormegay, the ſeat of their barony. In the reign 
of king John chere was an agreement made between 
the cuſtos of this hermnage and the rector of 
Downham, in the preſence of Robert de Redings, 
then abbot of Ramſey, the patronage of the church 
of Downham being in that abbey, &c. 


« Hxc eſt conventio facta inter fratrem Ailettum, 
ui tenct heremitorium de Downham et Will. Perſon. 
eccleſie de Downham quod ipſe Ailetus pro omnib; 
decimis et obventib; ejuſdem loci annuatim reddet 
eccleſ. de Downham xn denar. ad paſcha, in feſto 
autem Sci. Andr. capellans. de Downh. miſſam cele- 
bravit in capella Heremitor. in Downh. et medietas 
oblation. cedet perſonæ eccleſ. de Downham, et alia 
medietas fratris ejuſd. loci. Nullus autem confrater 
perpetuus præter illos tres qui modo ibi ſunt, viz. Sig- 
herus, Stammerus et Turſtanus, nec aliquis capellan. 

perpetuus 
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perpetuus vel annualis recipictur, niſi p. eccleſ. Ra- 
mel. cum aſſenſu perſonæ eccleſ. de Downh. Oui 
capellanus fidelitatem præſtabit qd. in nullo diminuet 
jus paroch, eccleſ. de Downh. confratres qui ibi fue- 
rint ſpiritualia perci pient ab eccleſ. Rameſ. ad quam 
ſi pervenire non poterint, eadem recipiant ab eccleſ. 
de Downh. et non ab alia. Seculares autem viri fi 
qui ibi fucrint pertinebunt ad eccleſ. de Downh. tan- 
quam parochiam, ſi vero abbas illuc ubiquem de 
monachis ſuis mittere voluerit, quamdiu placuerit, 
ibi remanebit. Iſta conventio ſacta eſt apud Ramſey, 
in præſentia Dni. Rob. abbatis, et ejus authentico ſi- 
gillo roborat. Uuiumq; tide præſtita hiis teſtib. 
Willo. priore, &c.“ ſans date. 


In 1733 the Rev. Richard Eaton, A. B. was pre- 
ſented to the rectory of Downham by fir Thomas 
Hare, bart. of Stow-Bardolph. The heir of chat 


family is now patron, 


Downham is twelve miles diſtant from Lynn, 
thirty five from Cambridge, thirteen from Wiſbech, 
and fourteen from Swaff ham, to each of which towns 
a turnpike-road leads; and a diligence paſſes through 
here to London and Lynn twice or thrice a week. 


The ſituation of this town is remarkably pleaſant 
and healthy, and contains ſome very neat houſes. 
The church, with a ſmall ſpire, is handſome, and 
the plantations now Tiling beyond it add much to the 
beauty of the whole. The principal 1nns here are 
the Crown, and Queen's-Head, 


FINCHAM, wrote in Doomſday-book Phincham. 
This town at the grand ſurvey was in the tenure of 
ſeveral great Norman lords; the earl Warren had 
two carucates -of land, of which a freeman belonging 
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to the ſoc of Ramſey abbey was deprived, and Hugh 
held it under that earl ; alſo the lands of twenty-four 
Iree men, valued at 60s. The ſaid earl had here the 
tenures of eight free- men. who were expclled, with 
eleven borderers, &c. valued at 60s. at the ſurvey, 


before at 40s. William held this of the earl. 


William Brant held of the earl in the ſaid town 
two carucates of land, of which a free-woman was 
deprived, with two free-men, &c, valued at gos. 
with twelve acres, valued at 12d. This whole ma- 
nor of Fincham was one leuca long, half a leuca 
broad, whoever was lord, and when the hundred 


and half paid 208. gelt, it paid 16d. 


The town, ſays Parkin, ſeems to take its name 
from being ſeated in low meadows, &c. thus, Finch- 


ley, in Middleſex, Finchingheld, in Eflex, &c. 


Tarzor's Harri. This was a very conſiderable 
manor, and took its name from the family of Talbot, 
who were ſoon after the conqueſt enfeoffed of the 
lame by the carl Warren; to this lorſhip and family 
the patronage of. the church of St. Michael in this 
town belonged. William Talbot gave it with the 
advowlon to the priory of Caſtle-Acre, founded by 
the earl Warren, and it was confirmed by John, bi- 
ſhop of Norwich, who ordained that the monks 
ſhould receive a mark of ſilver yearly. This John, 
was John of Oxford, biſhop in the reign of Hen. II. 
Jeffrey Talbot, by deed without date, gave to the 
{aid priory a croft, called Bekelofveſcroft, and ſeven 
acres of land, &c. and in the reign of Henry III. 
when an aid was granted to that king, fir Sampſon 
Talbot, and Adam Talbot, held two knights fees here 
of the earl Warren; the ſaid fir Sampſon confirmed 
the grant of the adyowſon aforeſaid, and alſo gave 
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to the monks of Caſtle- Acre a toft called Skevening, 
and four acres of land. Henry III. granted to Ro- 
bert Bigot the lands of John Talbot in this town, 
who took part with the rebellious barons. 


In the 14th of Edward I. John de Pagrave, chap- 
lain, ſettled lands as a truſtee on Adam Talbot. 
This Adam had a manor and free tenants, a mel- 
ſuage, two carucates of land, ten acres of meadow, 
a windmill, free bull and boar, ſixteen cuſtomary 
tenants who held fifty acres in villanage, and ſeven 
cottagers held of William de Wauncy, and he of the 
earl Warren ; and in the g5th of Edward II. June 
18, the prior and convent of Caſtle-Acre tet to farm 


(as patrons of St. Michael's church) to Thomas Bux- 


kyn, rector of the ſaid church, with the conſent of 
Thomas, biſhop of Norwich, two parts of the de- 
meſnes, formerly of Nigell, and William de Spine- 
ville, Samplon Talbot, Richard de Mayners, Ri- 
chard de la Coumbe, and of John de Littlewelle, in 
Fincham, containing in all 860 acres of land, at the 


rent of ſeven marks per ann. Thomas Talbot was 
lord in the 17th of Henry VI. 


In the 36th of - Henry VIII. John Spring, eſq. 
conveyed it to Edmund Lumner; and in the 7th of 
Edward VI. Lumner conveyed it to Thomas Drury; 
but moſt of the demeſnes were ſeparated from it be- 
fore this; and ſoon aſter it came to the Finchams; 
and William Fincham conveyed it in the 19th of 
queen Elizabeth to Charles Cornwallis, 1 who 
married his ſiſter: Cornwallis, on Nov. 1, in the 
28th of chat queen, to Thomas Gawſell, c{q. &c. 
On Aug. go, in che gad of the ſaid queen, it came 
to Francis Gawdy, elq. (afterwards a judge) and, by 
the marriage of his grand-daughter, to the earl of 
Warwick; and on May 20, in the 18th of James J. 

Was 
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was conveved by him, fir Thomas Cheek, and the 
Iady Eſfex his wife, to fir Ralph Hare, of Stow-Bar- 
dolph, in whoſe family it continues. fir George Hare, 
bart. being late the lord, and the ladies of fir Thomas 
Harris, and the late Rev. Dr. Thomas Moore, are 
co-heireſles to this eſtate. 


LIrTIEWEII-HAITI. William de Littlewell was 
lord before the reign of Henry III. Sampſon de Little- 
well, in the ſaid reign, held one meſſuage, ſixty acres 
of land, two of meadow, with free tenants and vil- 
lains, free bull and boar, of the earl Warren, by the 
moiety of a fee, In the 17th of Edward II. John 
de Littlewell, of Fincham, conveyed it to Hugh de 
Holewoton, alias Helgeton; and Maud, widow of 
the ſaid Hugh, gave it to Agnes her daughter, by 
deed. Gregory Attelathe held it in the 14th of Ri- 
chard II. and after that Thomas Thoreſby ; but in 
the gth of Henry IV. William Thuxton conveyed it 
by fine to the lady Alianore Inglethorpe, relic of fir 
William, who, in the ſaid year, gave it to John Al- 
len, of Fincham. After this Nicholas Geyton was 
lord, who by his will, dated Nov. 10, 1746, gave 
it to Thomas, his ſon, and was buried in the midſt 
of St. Martin's church here; but in 1489 this ma- 
nor, with two fold-courſes, free bull and boar, &c. 
with a right of fiſhery, and pools in Littleport, 
Southrey, Hilgay, Fordham, and Well, paſſed from 
the Geytons into the family of Fincham. In the 
gad of Henry VIII. John Fincham died lord. of it; 
and in the 12th of queen Elizabeth, William Fin- 
cham conveyed it to John Heighum, from whom it 
came to Thomas Gawſell, Jaſper Blake, &c. who in 
the gad of that queen fold it to Edmund Guybon 
and John Mundeford, gents. then to judge Gawdy, 
&c. and in the 17th of James I. fir Thomas Cheek, 


&c. conveyed it to William Rolph, and ſo came to 
fir 
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fir Ralph Hare, in the co-heireſſes of whoſe family 
it continues, being united with the other manors 
here. | 


Cous's Maxon. In the beginning of the reign of 
Henry III. Richard de la Comb was lord; and his 
ſon Edmund in the 16th of Edward I. whoſe daugh- 
ter and heir, Joan, reli of Simon de Harptegne, poſ- 
leſſed it in the gd of Edward III. She had two ſons, 
Simon and Edmund; Simon aſſumed the name of 
Comb, and was lord in the 21ſt of the ſaid king. 
In the 6th of Henry IV. the heir of Thomas 
Comb, of Fincham, held the fame of the Dutchy of 
Lancaſter, and was then (being under age) in the 
king's ward. In the 16th of Henry VI. John Stour- 
ton, and others, were pardoned for purchaſing with- 
out licenſe of the dean of Wells this manor ; but in 
the 27th of that king John Bexwell was lord; and 
on March 28, in the 2oth of queen Elizabeth, Fran- 
cis Bexwell, eſq. ſold it to Charles Cornwallis, eſq. 
then it came to Thomas Gawſell, &c. as above, and 
to fir Ralph Hare, &c. and fo it was united to the 
other lordſhips. | 


Benerittyd's Manor, John de Benefield was lord 
in the reign of Henry III. William, his fon, married 
Agnes, daughter of Richard de Mayners; which 
Richard had al ſo a lordſhip here, and gave the tithe 
of his demeſnes to the priory of Caſtle-Acre. This 
Agnes being a widow, and Iſabel her ſiſter and co- 
heir, wife of Philip Newland, came to a diviſion of 
their inheritance about the end of the aforeſaid reign, 
In the time of Edward I. Richard de Benefield held it 
of the earl Warren, by the fourth part of a fee; he 
had free bull and boar. In the reign of Edward 11, 
the manor was valucd at gl. as. 4d. per ann. &c. 


About the 6th of Henry IV. it was in the hands of 
| Joan, 
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Joan, widow of John de Benefield ; afterwards it 


came to the Finchams, Gawdys, and fo to the Hares, 
and 1s utiited as above. G 


Ntewtand's Maxon. In the reign of Henry III. 
Ralph Newland was lord; the ſaid Ralph held of the 
ear] Warren a meſſuage, land, &c. by the fourth part 
of a fee. Bartholomew Newbant was lord of it in 
the 2oth of Edward III. but about the 6th of 
Henry IV. John de Fincham was poſſeſſed of it, 
from which family it came, in the reign of queen 
Elizabeth, to Gawdy, &c. and fo to the Hares, and is 
united to the other lordſhips. 


NewHAtr and NRIFsUALL Maxnors, John New- 
hall was lord in the 7th of Edward II. In the 1 7th of 
Henry VI. John de Benefield and Richard Say con- 
veyed the manor of Neleſhall to William Ifle, &c. but 
in the 3 zd of Henry VIII. John Fincham died poſ- 
ſeſſed of them; and in the 12th of queen Elizabeth, 
William Fincham fold it to John Heigham ; from him 
it came, in the 32d of that reign, to Gawſell, fo to 
Gawdy, &c. and the Hares, and is united to the 
other lordſhips, with that of Newhall allo. 


Fincnan-HaLt was a conſiderable lotdſhip, held 
by a family that gave name to it under the earl War- 
ren. Nigellus de Fincham was lord in the reign of 
William II. and gave the tithe of his demeſne to 


Caſtle-Acre priory. 


Adam de Fincham, lord of this manor, was attor- 
ney-general to Henry II. An. 18. . 


John Fincham aliened lands in the 16th of Ri- 
chard II. to the prior of Ely, Simon Fincham, his 


ſon, married Elizabeth, daughter and co-heir of John 
No Tendring, 
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Tendring, eq. of Brocdiſh, in Norfolk. His laſt will 
is dated Nov. 23, 1458; was buried in the church 


of St. Martin, of. Fincham ; and Alice, his daughter, 


married John Batchcroft, elq. of Bexwell. 


John Fincham, eſq. ſon of Simon, was ſteward of 
the manors of the abbot of Ramſey, and dying 
Sept. b, 1496, was buried in St. Martin's e 


John Fincham, ſon and heir of John, died ſoon 
alter his father, on April go, 1499. He ſeems to 
'have married two wives. In the church of St. Martin, 
on his grave-ſtone, were to be ſeen the arms of Fin- 
cham impaling Tey, of Eſlex ; alſo Fincham im- 
paling another family, 


John Fincham, eſq. his ſon and heir, married 


firſt, Alice, daughter of Thomas Bedingfield, eſq. of 


Oxburgh, and ſecond, Ela, daughter of Gregory 
Edgar; he died Oct. 8, in the 32d of Henry VIII. 


Thomas Fincham, eſq. ſon of John and Ela, mar- 
ried Martha, daughter of William Yelverton, eſq. of 
Rougham, in Norfolk ; he died in 1551, poſſeſſed of 
ſeveral manors here; manors, lands, and tenements 
in Burnham-Depedale, B. Norton, B. Weſtgate, B. 
Sutton, B. Ulpe, Brancaſter, Hunworth, Holt and 
Edgefield, in Barton-Bendiſh, Stoke-Ferry, Wretton, 
Wereham, Boughton, Shouldham, Roxham, and 
Setche, in Norfolk. Of manors, lands, and tene- 
ments in Brantham, Catywade, Eaſt Bergholt, Capell, 
and Sutton, in Suffolk. 


William Fincham, eſq. his fon and heir, ſacceeded, 
and died without iſſue in the 14th of Elizabeth, hav- 
ing conveyed this lordſhip, as is before obſerved, to 


Charles Cornwallis, eſq. who married his ſiſter Ann, 
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and conveyed it to Thomas Gawſell, whence it came 
to Gawdy, &c. ſo to the Hare family; and fir George 


Hare, bart. was the late lord. 


BurnHam, or BRONHAMH- Hart. Philip de Burn- 
ham held alſo a lordſhip here, under the earl War- 
ren; he gave to the monks of Caſtle-Acre his mill 
in this town, with the ſcite thereof, viz, five perches 
of land: afterwards it came to the Grandcourts. 


In the 12th of Edward II. Ralph de Keteleſton held 
a court as lord; but in the 25th of Edward III. 
John de Fincham was lord, and kept his court, 
(Keteleſton's right being conveyed to him); and in the 
29th of the ſaid king, William de Barſale, Robert 
Eyle, and John Emmeſſon, held a court in right of 
ſome part of the ſame, but ſoon after the whole was 
in the Fincham family, and came with their other 
lordſhips to the Hares. 


The next capital and conſiderable lord at the ſur- 
vey was Hermerus de Ferrariis, who had land, &c, 
and a right in the fourth part of a church, and 260 
ſheep; to this belonged a wood half a leuca long, 
and the manor was a quarter of a leuca broad, and a 
rg long, valued at 81, per ann. He had alſo 

eized on twenty free-men, who held in the Con- 
feſlor's time land, &c. valued then at 60s. after at 
58s. 4d. alſo ſixteen acres, valued at 10d. per ann. 


This afterwards deſcended (with Wormegay) to 
the lords Bardolph, and conſtituted alſo ſeveral lord- 
ſhips, as follows. | | 


FaxesweLL Manor was part of the barony of 


Wormegay, and ſeems to be held of it in the 20th of 
Henry III. by Waleran de Teyes, In the NE 
2 * 5 
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of the reign of Edward I. Roger de Predetyn lield it 
under the lord Bardolph by the ſervice of half a fee, 
and it had free bull and boar. It came afterwards 
into the ſamily of Truſbut, and Laurence Truſbut, 
elq. was lord in the. reign of Richard II. On the 
death of William lord viſcount Beaumont, who died 
without iſſue in 1507, the barony of Wormegay 
eſcheating to the crown; Henry VIII. on the 2gd of 
May, in his 6th year, let to farm this manor, with 
the perquiſites of court, to fir John Tilney, knt. and 
John Fincham, eſq. for twenty-one years, paying 81. 
per ann. and in the 5th of Edward VI. it was granted 
to Thomas Horſman, who in the faid year had li- 
cenſe to alienate it to John Ayſborough, to be held 
of the crown in capite, by knights ſervice. 


In the 4th of Elizabeth fir Richard Sackville had 
licenſe to alienate it to Thomas and William Guy- 
bon, of Lynn ; * William Guybon was lord in 1570: 
he married Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Drury, 
eſq. of Fincham; and Guybon, eſq. of 
Thursford, in Norfolk, ſold it about 1720 to Richard 
Warner, eſq. of Elmham, + in Norfolk, who ſoon 
after conveyed it to Dr. Rudd, rector of North 
Runcton, and by the marriage of his daughter came 
to Dr. Deck, of Norwich. 


Curets Maxon was held by Jeffrey and Roger 
Curple in the reign of Henry III. when an aid was 
granted to that king, on the marriage of his fiſter to 
the emperor, (by the ſervice of half a fee) of the 
lord Bardolph. Ia the 12th of Edward II. Roger 

| He - Curple 


Sir Thomas Guybon was ſon of this William, from whom 
deſcend the Guybons, of Thursford. 


+ Quere.---Warner, of Walſingham, lord of the honor of 
Wormegay, | 
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Curpl conveyed to Maud de Cauſton meſſuages, 
lands, and a mill. This Roger died lord in the gd 
of Edward III. his ſiſter and heir married John Tal- 
bot, and their daughter and heir, Alice, married 
Robert de Cauſton; the faid Robert and Alice, in 
the'16th of that king, ſettled lands on John de Fin- 
cham, and Alice his wife, in this town. daughter of 
Robert, on her marriage; but in the 41ſt of the ſaid 
reign, Nicholas Faſtolf held the third part of this 
manor; and in the 15th of Richard II. John de 
Weaſenham conveyed a third part, with the appur- 
tenances, in Boughton, and Roxham, with the fiſhery 
of Redbech, to John de Fincham; and in the fol- 
lowing year Bartholomew Elys, of Yarmouth, con- 
veyed his third-part to the aforeſaid John, ſo that the 
whole centered in him; and William Fincham (as 1s 
above obſerved) conveyed it to his brother Cornwal- 
lis, and fo came to Gawſell, Richard Cheek, &c. to 
the Hares, in which family it continued, and is 
united to the other manors. $3364 


GRAN DSO r Manor Roger Grancurt was 
poſſeſſed of it about the beginning of the reign of 
Henry III. who held it of William de Calthorpe, 
and Cecil, his wife, whoſe inheritance it is ſaid to be, 
and ſhe of the honor of Wormegay. In the 2oth of 
Edw. III. Thomas de Keteleſton was lord; and in the 
gd of Henry IV. John de Fincham, in which family 
it continued till William Fincham, eſq. conveyed it 
to Thomas Heigham, in the 12th of Elizabeth; and 
in the 22d of that queen it came to Gawſell, who 
conveyed'it to Guybon, and Mundeford, fo ty-Gawdy, 
Rich, fr Thomas Cheek, and to the Hares. 


-- BroTrars-Hatt: Simon de Brothers-Hall was 
lord, whoſe daughter, Gunelda, conveyed it by 
fine, with lands in this town, to John Talbot, in e 
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24th of Henry III. John de Cauſton held it in the 
reign of Edward II. and in the 19th of Edward III. 
gave to John de Brympton a portion of it. On the 
firſt of May, in the 12th of Elizabeth, John Carſey, 
of Reveſby, in Lincoluſhire, fold it to Hugh Hare, 
eſq. in which family it remained, fir George Hare, 
bart. being the late lord. We take this to have been 
held of the honor of Wormegay, though the te- 
nure does not appear from any evidences. 


| _ Barnarvy-Hatt. A third great lord of this town 
was Ralph lord Bainard, who at the ſurvey, was pol- 
ſeſſed of the manor that Alid, a free-woman, held in 
the reign of the Confeſſor, and was deprived of, 
conſiſting of land, &c. valued at 3os. but at the ſur- 
vey at 40s. The church of Ely laid claim to it, as 
the hundred witneſſed. In the ſaid town there were 
fix free-men who had land, &c. which Ralph had a 
grant of on their expulſion. He had alſo invaded 
the lands of ſix freemen, valued at 26s. but at the 
ſurvey at 40s. his tenants claimed it by an exchange, 


but had not livery of it. 


This Ralph lord Bainard had from the Conqueror, 
for his ſervices, a grant of many lordſhips in Eſſex, 
Suffolk, &c. and in Norfolk, amongſt which were 
eleven in this hundred. | 


This lord, by Juga, his wife, had Geffrey, his fon 
and heir, who lived in 1106; unto him ſucceeded 
William Bainard, who taking part with Elias earl of 
Mayne, in France, againſt Henry I. loſt his barony” 
of Bainard's caſtle, in London, which was given by 
that king to Robert, a younger ſon of Richard Fitz- 
Gilbert (progenitor of the earls of Clare): from this 
Robert the noble family of the lords Fitz-Walters 
deſcend, wþo held this jordſhip in capite. f 
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In the 44th of Henry III. William de Ireland con- 
veyed to Robert de Cantilupe a meſſuage, with a ca- 
rucate of land, and 4s. per ann. with other land. 
Alter this John de Cantilupe, his ſon, held it of the 
lord Fitz-Walter by the ſervice of half a fee, and had 
free bull and boar. 


In the 33d of Edward J. it was ſettled by Robert 
lord Fitz-Walter on Adam de Waldingfield, for life, 
In the 2d of Edward III. it was found to be worth 
bl. 138. 4d. per ann. and in the 27th of the ſaid king 
2 lord Fitz-Walter claimed a right of felons goods 

cre, 

In the reign of Henry VI. it came into the Rat- 
cliffe family by the marriage of Elizabeth, daughter 
and heir of Walter lord Fitz-Walter, to John Rat- 
clifte, elq. After this it came to the Finchams, and 
John Fincham, eſq. died ſeiſed of it in the g2d of 
Henry VIII. In this family it continued till William 
Fincham conveyed it, in the 12th of Elizabeth, to his 
brother Cornwallis, and ſo came to Gawſell, Gawdy, 
Rich, Cheek, and Hare, fir George Hare being the 


late lord, | 


Rainald, ſon of Ivo, held alſo a manor here at the 
ſurvey, held by a free-man in king Edward's reign, 
valued at 2s. per ann, Wihenoc ſeiſed on this, and 
held it under Ivo; and Herluin, a dependant of 
Ivo, ſeiſed on ſiſteen acres, which a free-man held, 
valued at 16d. and Mainard ſeiſed on one acre and 


an half, valucd at gd, 


| This afterwards came to the earls of Clare, and 
was given partly to Shouldham abbey by Jettrey 
Fitz-Piers, the founder, In the 2oth of Edward J. 


the prior of that houſe held it, and Gilbert de Goes, 
| | car 
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earl of Clare, gave 10s. per ann. rent here to the 
convent of Stoke, by Clare, in Suffolk. The prior 
of Shouldham paid 20d. for his temporalities in 
1426. 


The church of Ely had at the ſurvey ſixteen acres 
of land, valued at 10s. In the reign of Edward J. 
John Talbot was found to hold one meſſuage, land, 
a wind-mill, free bull and boar, of Simon de Lylde, 

and Simon of the -biſhop of Ely, by the ſervice of 
10s, per ann. he alſo held a meſſuage of the prior of 
Caſtle-Acre, and the prior of the earl of Warren, 
paying 2s. per ann. In the 16th of Richard II. 
John Fincham, and others, gave lands here, and in 
Wereham, &c, to the prior of Ely. 


The abbot of Bury held land, &c. valued at 2s. gd. 
This was held by one ſocman afterwards, as appears 
from the regiſter Pinchbeck of that abbey, p. 180. 


The leet of this town was in the abbot of Ramley, 
and on the diſſolution of that houſe was given to che 
Hares.—Leet fee gs. | 


The temporalities of Dereham abbey, with the 
priory of St. Winwaloy, were here valued at 15s. in 
1428—of the prior of Wormegay 11d.—of the ſa- 
crit of Bury 8s.—of the prior of Caſtle-Acre 128. 1d. 
—the abbot of Ramſey for the leet, &c. 20s.—the 
prioreſs of Carrowe 38. —and the temporalitics of 
Shouldham 20d, 


Fixchau St. MarTiN's Chuck. This is a large, 
regular, well-built church of flint, boulder, &c. 
conſiſting of a nave, a north and ſouth aile, and a 
chancel at the eaſt end of the nave, all covered with 
lead; at the welt end of the nave is a very lofty, 
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ſour-ſquare tower of the ſame materials, with quoins 
and embattlemenis of free-ſtone, neatly worked; on 
the buttreſſes, and alſo on the embaitlements may be 
ſeen the arms of Fincham, the founders, or benefactors, 
of this pile. In this tower hang four bells; on the 
leaſt is this inſcription—Sanda Maria Ora pro Nobis; 
and on the tenor—Vrventts Miſere Pater Ommpotens 
Miſerere. This bell was uſed on the death of any 
perſon, and was called the Soul Peal, or Paſſing Bell. 
The nave of this church, from the welt door to the 
ſcreen, is about eighty-three feet in length, and the 
breadth, including the north and ſouth ailes, is about 
ſorty- three feet; the roof is of good oak, ſupported 
by principals, on the heads whereof are angels, and 
monks in their cowls and habits, but with heads 
like demons and furies. The vault of this nave is 
ſupported by ten arches, five on each fide, with a 
like number of windows over them. The body of 
the nave is ornamented with ſeveral emblematical de- 
ſigns, chiefly ancient. | 


On the pavement at the eaſt end of the nave lie 
ſeveral old marble grave-ſtones, now deprived of 
their braſs ornaments and inſcriptions. On one is 
the portraiture of a woman in her ſhroud, with her 
hands acroſs, but the legend is reaved. On another 
is the effigy of a woman in her ſhroud remaining: 
by the inciſion of the ſtone it appears that here was 
alſo the portraiture of a man in his ſhroud between 
his two wives; part of the other woman is preſerved 
in the cheſt. Here were alſo ſeveral ſhields, and a 
plate of braſs, but they are all reaved. This pro- 
bably was in memory of John Fincham, who died 
in the 2gd of Henry VIII. and of his two waves. 
A modern author aſſerts, that in the pariſh church 
here were divers monuments for ſeveral of the — 
L! | 2 myy 
Magna Britan, &c. Norf. p. 138, 
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wily of Fincham, but all ancient, viz. the 14th cen- 
tury, whereas what we have already obſerved is. 
all the monumental remains of this family now in the 
church, and the braſſes have been reaved time im- 
memorial. Weaver, who took things upon truſt, or 
elſe was negligent in his own furvey, accounts only 
for three (inſcriptions on the many grave-ſtones of 
this church, 

On the pulpit—Gregory Watſon, ſervant to the right 
worſlupful fir Francis Gawdye, Int. made this at his 
own charge, Anno Dom. 1604. 


In the eaſt window are the arms of Shouldham, 
Fincham, Fendring, and Trusſbutt; and in the ſame. 
window the arms of St, George ;—argent, a croſs 
gules. 


The chancel is in length about thirty-one feet, and 
in breadth about nineteen. 


On the pavement, near the loweſt ſouth window, 
lies a grave- ſtone, to which was fixed a braſs plate, 
which is now preſerved in the church cheſt, but is 
much broken—Thome Townſendt, obiit xii. Januar. 
Anno Dom. 1570. 


Here was a family of this name in the 15th of 
Edward II. when Richard Atte-Tunſhende, of Fin- 
cham, conveyed lands, &c. with the homages and 
ſervices of divers men, to Adam de Fincham. 


On the, north fide of the chancel is a veſtry co- 
vered with lead; on the wall a niche for a ſtatue; 
and here ſeems io have been a place for an anchoret. 
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Here were anciently in this church, beſides the 
arms above-obſerved, theſe following :—Lovel; Har- 
fick; Birſton; lord Hoo; Braunch ; lord Bardolph; 
Fincham impaling quarterly; Elmham. In the fowth 
aile, Fincham impaling Edgar, 


Thomas de Grancurt, grants by deed without 
date to Roger de Grancurt, his brother, the advow- 
ſon of this church; aud Roger, ſon of William de 
Grancurt,\ remitted and quit-claimed to his lord, 
Hugh Bardolph, all his right in the ſaid advowſon, 
on the 11th of May, in the g2d of Edward I. 


About 1343 John lord Bardolph granted the prior 
of Shouldham the advowſon of this church; and in 
the ſaid year there was a patent from the king io ap- 
propriate it. 5 


On the 10th of Oftober, 1350, this church was 
appropriated by the biſhop of Norwich to the monaſ- 
try of Shouldham, and a vicarage was fettled; the 
vicar was to have a convenient dwelling, 10]. per 
ann. the biſhop of Norwich to nominate, and. to 
have a penſion of 248. per ann. and the prior was to 
preſent the vicar: the vicar was taxed at ſeven 
marks and an half per ann. and the prior and con- 
vent for their tenths 29s. 4d. per ann. The ſpiri- 
tnalities of the ſaid houſe for this church were 
taxed at twenty-two marks, 


In 1334, October 10, William biſhop of Noi 
wich, appropriated the altarage, the tithes of hay, 
wool, milk, flax, and hemp, chickens, colts, lambs, 
Pigs, eggs, pigeons, geeſe, ducks, honey, wax, ap- 
ples, pears, plants, fruit, wood, mills, turf, mortua- 
ries. and all the glebe belonging to the church, and 


1008. per ann, to the vicar, It is highly w_—_ 
| tar 
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that the houſe of Shouldham, after this appropriation, 
prevailed by ſome means or other with the laſt 
rector to reſign, a practice then very common. 


Thomas Freke occurs in 1545, and in or about 
' 1362 arbiſhop Parker certifies—Preſbyter non conju- 
gatus, ſatis doftus, reſidet, hoſpualts, ibidem, non prædi- 
cat, nec licentiatus, duo, He was allo rector of St. 
Michael's, Fincham, | 


In 1586 the queen preſented; on the diſſolution 
of the houſe of Shouldham the patronage came to 
the crown, | 


In 16gg the rector returned that there were 176 
communicants here, 


The vicarage is taxed in the king's books at 100. 
and is diſcharged of tenths and firſt fruits, being in 
real value 3gl. per ann, 


This rectory of St. Martin's was valued with the 
portion of Carrowe at twenty-two marks, Peter- 
pence 16d. and had a manſe with thirty acres of 
land, and a fold of 200 ſheep, in the reign of Ed- 
ward I, : 


On the diſſolution of the monaſtry of Shouldham 
this church came to the crown, and queen Elizabeth, 
by her letters patent, dated the 17th of February, in 
the 16th of her reign, demiſed to Thomas Drury 
this rectory, with the appurtenances, and all the 
houſes, &c. except the advowſon of the vicarage 
(which remains in the crown) for twenty-one years, 
paying 81. per ann. which letters patent beiug ſur- 
rendered and cancelled, the queen, for 16l. fine. de- 
miſeth to William Gybon, gent, and Ann and Fran- 
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ces, his daughters, the ſaid rectory for their lives 
ſucceſſively, paying 81. per ann. and the beſt beaſt 


for an heriot; dated the 22d of June, in the 27th of 


Elizabeth, 


Simon Fincham by ks his will, dated Nov. 23. 1438, 


deſires to be buried in this church, and bequeaths to 
the bell tower fabrick 71. 6s. 8d. by which it appears 
the tower was built at that time. 


 Fixcyam St. Micyarer, This church is built of 

flint and boulder, and conſiſts only of a nave, or 
body, with a chancel covered with lead. At the 
weſt end of the nave ſtands a large ſquare tower, 
embattled with quoins and copings of free-ſlone, and 
a pinnacle at each corner, and herein hang three 
bells. The length of the nave, from the weſt door 
to the chancel, is about ſixty feet, and in breadth 
about twenty-ſeven. The roof is ſupported by 
oaken principals, on the head of which have been 
the effigies of religious perſons in their habits, but 
their heads are broken off. 


In the upper window of this nave, on the ſouth 
ſide, were the arms of Bokenham, of Norfolk, Bar- 
dolph, and Poinings. 


The chancel is in length about thirty- three feet, 
and in breadth about eighteen ; the upper part of 
the wall on the north fide is of brick embattled, and 
coped with free-ſtone; allo a liule free-ſtone porch, 
or paſſage, into the chancel ; in the centre of the 
arch there ſeems to. be cinqueſoils cut, the arms of 


on lords Bardolph. 


ua the communion table William Hubbard died 
1625, and gave this table, a 
n 
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In the eaſt window arc the arms of Dercham 
abbey. Y 


- Againſt the north wall is a little decent copartment 
of ſtone, and in the centre a black marble—To 
Daniel Baker, A. M. 4o years rettor, obijt Feb. 19, 
1722, tat. 6g. | 


-; Againſt the ſaid wall, eaſt from this, is an enarched 
monument of ſtone; in this arch is a raiſed tomb 
about two feet from the ground; on each fide of 
this arch, on the ſummit, is a niche carved for ſome 
ſtatue, there is no inſcription or arms about it, and 
probably it was the Sepulchrum Domini, or the ſe- 
pulchre of our Lord. Oppoſite to this, on the ſouth 
ſide of the chancel, are three Rone feats, or ſtalls, 
raiſed within the wall, having three arches, one 
ovet each ſeat, which ſeats are about two feet in 
depth, and above three in heighth; on the ſummit 
of each arch riſes a pyramid. of ſtone, carved, and 
pointing to the corniſh, which jutts out from the 
wall about three inches. Such feats and ſtalls are 
{liH to be ſeen in many old churches, and were for 
the biſhop, prieſt, and deacon. or the rector, curate, 
or chantry prieſts, The ſtalls here differ from others 
in this; that of the biſhop, or rector, is about two 
inches higher than that of the prieſt, and the ſtall of 
the prieſt is the ſame in refpe&-of the deacon. Over 
the ſtall of the biſhop are theſe two ſhields ;—quar- 
terly, England and France ; and quarterly, Spencer's 
arms, biſhop of Norwich, in the reign of Edward III. 
and Richard II. when we conceive this church was 
built. Over the arch of the ſecond ſtall, earl Warren 
and Surrey-; Fitz-Alan, earl of Arundel; lord Bar- 
dolph. Over the arch of the loweſt ſeat, lord Fitz- 
Walter, and lord Scales. Theſe arms were all waſhed 


over 
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over with whiting, but no doubt were m—_ 
painted in their proper colours. 


The lords above-mentioned held lands in capite 
in this town, as has been ſhewn, except the lord 
Scales, and he had a lordſhip in the adjoining town 
of Barton, which extended here. 


Beſides the arms above obſerved, here were an- 
ciently in the windows the arms of Birſton, Truſbutt. 
Fincham, and Bardolph ; Tendring and Braunch; 
Wauncy and Talbot ; Cockfield and Felbrigg. 


Simon biſhop of Norwich confirmed to the prior 
of Caſtle-Acre two parts of the tithes of the de- 
meſnes of Nigell, and William de Spinevill, Samp- 
ſon Talbot, &c. in 1261; theſe demeſnes contained 
860 acres of land, and more; two parts of jheſe 
tithes the prior lett to the rector, and his luca, 
for ſeven marks per ann. in the year 1361. ( 


8 i 

In the ggd of Henry III. a fine was levied be- 
tween the prior of Caſtle-Acre, Peter and Adam 
Talbot, tenant of the advowſon of this church, 
granted to the prior. By this it ſeems that the ad- 
vowlon of this church belonged to the earl Warren's 
fee, and was held by the Talbots; but before this it 
appears, from the regiſter of Caſtle-Acre, that the 
biſhop of Norwich confirmed it to that priory of the 
gift of William Talbot, patron, and that the monks 
ſhould receive a mark of filver per ann. of the par- 
ſon of the ſaid church; and Sampſon Talbot con- 
firmed the donation of his uncle William, It was 
valued at fixteen marks, Peter-pence 14d. 


In the gd of Edward I. the jury for the hundred 


find that the prior of Shouldham held nine acrcs 
here 
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here, of the gift of Philip Newland, and Richard 
de Ennebys, in the reign of Henry III. and the ab- 
bot of Dereham twelve acres, of the gift of Samp- 
ſon de Littlewell, held of the earl Warren. 


In 1502 this church was valued at ſixteen marks. 


Chriſtopher Wynde. rector, by his will, dated 
April 21, and proved July 28. 1525, deſires to be 
buried in the chancel of this church, and bequeaths 
money to the making the roof of the ſaid chancel. 


The advowſon of this church coming to the crown 
on the diſſolution of Shouldham abbey, was given by 
Henry VIII. to the duke of Norfolk, on the 22d of 
December, in the 29th year of his reign, a fine of 
the advowſon of the ſaid church being levied between 
the ſaid king, and the prior of St, Mary's, Caſtle- 
Acre, in the 29th of that king's reign. 


In 1387 Roger Gunſon, preſented by Robert Gun- 
ſon, and John Edgcley, patrons, hac vice; and in 
1588, October 15, he was reinſlituted on the preſen- 
tation of Francis Gawdy, eſq. In 166g he certihed 
the king that there were ſeventy-ſeven communicauts 
in this pariſh : and in 1617 the rector was preſented 
by lord Rich. 


In 1682 fir Thomas Hare, bart. preſented; and in 
1744 the Rev. William Harvey was preſented to the 
rectory of Fincham St. Michael, conſolidated with 
the Vicarage of St, Martin, by Martha Forby, 
widow. 


The reQory is valued in the king's books at 7]. 


6s. 8d. but being in clear value 45l. per ann. is 
diſcharged of tenths and firſt- fruits. 


The 
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The portion of the prior of Caſtle- Acre out of this 
church was five marks per ann. 


John Talbot, ſenior, of Fincham, by deed ac- 
knowledged to have had of the prior of Caſtle-Acre, 
&c. a wind-mill here, held at 4d. per ann. 


This church was a few years ſince pulled down, 
and the two pariſhes conſolidated. 


This town gives name to a deanry, called from it 
the deanry of Fincham, which included the whole 
hundred and half of Clackcloſe. 


The deanry of Fincham is in the archdeanry of 
Norfolk, and dioceſe of Norwich. The deans were 
always collated by the biſhop of that ſee. The laſt 
dean occurs in 1518. 


All the capital manors of this town are Kill in the 
Hare family, but the eſtate and lands are 1n divers 
hands; the late Rev. Dr. Moore had a conſiderable 
eſtate in this town, his own private property ; and 
Robert Dack, M. B. of the city of Norwich, has 
Fareſwell manor, and a large eſtate in the town, by 
his marriage wich Miſs Rudd, only child of the late 
Dr. Rudd, | 


This town was incloſed by Act of Parliament 
about ſeven years fince, being one of the firſt of the 
incloſed towns in this hundred, and was very ſignally 
improved thereby, the rents of the different owners 
being nearly doubled, the ſmall cottagers received a 
great addition of land to the ſeveral cottages, and 
a handſome portion of land reſerved, and rated and 
Tegulated for the benefit of the cottager, without any 


right to the farmers, or other occupiers to turn there- 
3 ou; 
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on; and the growth of turnips, and clover, {which 
were never cultivated in its unincloſed ſtate) have fo 
much increaſed, that the labouring hands, who were 
before obliged to reſort to neighbouring villages for 
employ at thoſe ſeaſons. are now fully employed, and 
witl their uniform regular earnings, enabled to live 
with comfort and ſuſſiciency. 


The village of Fincham is ſituated on the turnpike- 
toad leading from Swaffham, ſeven miles and a half, 
to Downlian five miles and a half, and is now 4 
place of loine traffic. | 


The . and patronage, are now in the Rev. Mr. 
Joſeph Forby, who Prelents twice, and the crown 
once. * n | | : 


FODDERSTON: o or FosToxn. There are now 
only two or three cottages, or houfes, ſtanding o - 
this Village, on the London road to Fynn, calle 
Foſton-Gap. In Doomfday-book it is wrote Fo- 
deſton, and Fodeſthorp. The chicf lordfliip was in 
the cliurch of Ely. | 


At the ſurvey there belonged to it a carucate of 
land, Kc. valued at 20s; © It was four furlongs long, 
three! broad, and paid 4d. gelt. Ulchetel, the vallal 
of Hermerus de Ferraris, lord of Wormegay, a town' 
adoming, claimed it às free to be ſeized on, not being 
church Lahds, and was ready to prove it by battle, 
ordeaf,” of #ny other legat manner; and there wag 
another ready to prove, in the fame manner, that it 
belongeck to the church oh the day that king Edward 
died; the whole hundred alſo witrieſfed, that it be- 
longed to the church of Ely in king Edwards time. 
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From this outrageous claim, we may perceive wit, 
what violence and oppreſſion the Conqueror and his 
adherents behaved on the conqueſt, being not cou- 
tented with the lands of the laity, that they ſeized on, 
but made ſuch notorious, claims on the lands of the 
religious, that they were by no means ſecure in 
their poſſeſſions. | L 

However, the church maintained her right. In 
the gth of Edward II. the prior of Ely was lord, and 
ſo continued till the diſſolution, and was granted af- 
terwards to the dean and chapter of Ely, where it 
continues, and was held by them of the late fir 
George Hare, bart. | | 


Rainald, ſon of Ivo, had half a carucate of land, 
&c. here, valued at 10s. and Ralph held it of him, 
and Wihenoc had invaded it. This came afterwards 
to the earls of Clare; Jeffrey Fitz-Piers, earl of Eſſex, 
held itof them, and- on his founding the priory of 
Shouldham, gave it to that houſe, in the reign of 
king John, and the prior had a charter for free-warren 
here, in the 33d of Henry III. At the diſſolution 
it came to the crown, and Edward VI. gave it with 
lands in Tottenhill, &c. on May 6, An. 7* to Tho- 
mas Mildmay, eſq. and fir Thomas Mildmay, in the 
25th of Elizabeth, ſold it to Francis Gawdy, ſerjeant 
at law, and ſo came to the earl of Warwick, who 
conveyed it to William Butts, eſq. in the 19th ol 
James I. and Leonard Butts fold it to fir John Hare, 


Ent. of Stow-Bardolph, in which family it remains. 


Hermerus de Ferraris, lord of Wormegay, had 
ſeized on the lands which ſix free-men held under 
protection only of his predeceſſor; and becauſe they 
were in want of paſture; they paid rent to him for 
it; it was valued at 38. 
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In the reign of Henry III. Alexander le Moyne, 
or Monk, and his parceners, held the fourth part of 
a fee of the lord Bardolph, as of the honor of 
Wormegay; he was ſon of fir Peter le Moyne, and 
gave rents to the ſiſters of Mary Magdalen, in Nor- 
wich. 


In the gd of Edward III. Benedict Ruſſell, &c. 
held lands; in the z2a0th JoLn Ruſſell had the fourth 
part of a fee here, and in Shouldham-T horpe, called 
Ruſſell Moyns ; afterwards the Beaumonts, being 
capital lords, and forfeited to the crown, Henry VIII. 
on Sept. 10, An. 33, granted it to the dean and chap- 
ter of Ely, and 1s now. veſted in them, and held 
1 by fir George Hare, bait, 


1 the 16th of Richard II. John Fincham, &c; 
aliened to Ely priory a meſſuage, land, &c. with li- 
berty of a fold here, and in Garboy flhorpe. The tem- 
poralities of that priory were valued iu 1425 at 
338. 4d. The temporalities of Shouldham priory at 
on and an halfpenny. Of Wormegay at 55. 10d, 


Here was formerly a church, but now no remains 
of | it; it was a rectory dedicated to St. Peter, valued 
at eight marks, and in the patronage of Ely priory. 
The ſcite is ſcarcely to be diſcerned; it is cloſe on the 
weſt fide of the turnpike-road, and near to the niuety- 
hich miledous from London. | 


"In 1449 the church was apptopriated to Ely 
priory by the biſhop of Norwich, on account of the 
povetty:of its revenue, and the ptior was to find a 
curate, and io pay the biſhop a penſion of gs. 4d. 
per ann. The dean and chapter have the impropri- 

dation, and; is leaſed to the heirs of the Hare family. 
1s F ORDHAM. 
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FORDHAM. This village lies eaſt of che ber 
Ouſe, and north of the river Wiſſey; here is 
cauſeway over a fenny ground to Hilgay, oſten over- 
flowed, but fordable, from whence 'tis probable it 
takes its name. 


Several lords at the ſurvey were e in this 


town; Hermerus de Ferrariis ſeized on the lands of 
three free-men, valued at 28. This, with other lands 
belonging to Riſton, Bexwell, Dercham, &c. which 
Hermerus held, (and after him the lords Bardolph) 
made up the manors of Riſton, and of Helgton, or 
Hembleton-Hall, in this town. 


In the reign of Henry III. the famil by of Stradſet 
held a lordſhip of lord ! Bardolph, of the honor of 
Wormegay. 5 


In the gth of Edward III. Gilbert de Hethill, par- 
ſon of the church of Tottenhall, in this hundred, 
gave to the prior of the Holy-Croſs of Wormegay 
land, &c. in Fordham-Hithe; and Riſton held of 
Stradſet, paying 5s. per ann. and in the 16th of 
| Richard II. John Davy, and others, aliened lands 
and tenements here, &c. to the ſaid priory. 


John Cavendiſh, and George Nefheld, as heirs to 
the Stradſets, held the ſame in the reign of Henry 
VI. of lord Bardolph. The part thus given to the 
prior of Wotmegay was called Hembleton-Hall, 
alias Uphall. 


The priory of Wormegay being diffolved, and an- 
nexed with all. its appurtenances to that of Pentney, 
came, on the general diſſolution to the crown; and 
queen Elizabeth granted the manor here, with the ad- 
vowſon of a moiety of the church, to William * 
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ber, and John Jenkins, Auguſt 3, in her 7th year; 
afterwards it came to the Skipwiths, who poſſeſſed 
Kin the 4oth of the ſaid queen, 


Jeffrey Curpel held alfo, in the reign of Henry III. 
a manor here, in Roxham, Weſt Dereham, &c. of the 
lord Bardolph, which Roger Curpell gave, in the 
reign of Edward III. to the priory of Wormegay ; 
this alſo was granted, together with the above-men- 
tioned, at the ſaid time, to Barber Jenkins, and fo 
came to the Skipwiths. 


The church of St. Etheldreda, of Ely, had, in 
king Edward's reign, three borderers, who held at 
the ſurvey twelve acres, valued at 2s. and the abbot 
of Ely had ſeized on thirty acres, which a free-man 
held, valued at 4s. Of this his predeceſſor had the 
protection only. 


This went along with the abbot's manor of Bex- 
well, and held in the reign of Edward I. by Stephen 
Bexwell. In the 14th of the ſaid king John de Deen 
held lands of the biſhop of Ely, as did Stephen de 
Dunneby ; and John de Deen in the ſaid year, con- 
veyed a moiety of the church of Fordham, belonging 
to him, to Robert de Benhale, and Robert to Hervey 
de Stanton, and ſo came to John de D Iſle; after- 
wards it was in the Skipwiths, 


William earl Warren had 111 acres, which two 
free-men were deprived of, This belonged to his 
manor of Denyer, that extended here. 


 Rainold, ſon of Ivo, had ſeized on the pro 2 

three free -· men; the abbot of Ramſey had the 

alſo on one free-man, of whom the abbot of — 

had che protection, in _ Edward's time, valued 
3 = 
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at 5s. This came after to the earls of Clare, gnd Glou- 
ceſter, and was held by Jeffrey Fitz-Piers, earl of 
Eſſex, in the time of king John, who gave it to his 
priory of Shouldham. On its diſſolution it came to 
the Skipwiths, and the priory's temporalities here, 
in 1428, were valued at 10s, 


The abbot of Ramſey had, in the time of the 
Conleſſor, and at the ſurvey, twenty-four acres, va- 
lued at 2s, 8d. alſo the lands of a free-man, valued 
at 3s. This, with the manor of Snore, was held of 
the abbey. Ralph lord Bainard had lands which 
three free-men, and a borderer, held; this was af- 


terwards held of the lords Fitz-Walter, and was part 


of the manor of Fincham, &c. and valued there; 


Thomas Gawſell, eſq. of Watlington, by his will, 
dated Sept. 14, 1500, gives to his younger ſon, Ri- 
chard, a manor here; and Ellen Gawſell, of 
Watlington, by her will, dated on St. Clement's day, 
1504, gives to John, her ſon, the manor of Wood- 
leyes, in Fordham, which came alſo to the Skip- 
withs. 


SNORE-HATLT. Snore was a village in the Confel- 
ſor's time, nothing of it remains but part of an old 
hall, now a farm-houſe, lying eaſt of Fordham. 
The abbot of Ramſey had in the Confeſſor's time, 
and at the ſurvey, half a carucate of land, valued at 
10s. Ralph de Snore was lord in the reign of 
Henry III. 


After this it was held by William Aileen: Tho- 
mas Brown, and Robert Atmore, by William Cobb, 
Nicholas Spalding, and Thomas Belyetter, and then 
came to the Skipwiths, who built a good hall; part 


of it is fhil Nanding, _ I 
n 
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In the $th of Edward IV. the treaſüter of the ab- 


bot of Wormegay received of William Skipwith, 
gent. on Feb. 2g, 268. Sd. an annual rent out of this 
manor. and lands at Snore, in Fordham. 


In 1651 fir Ralph Skipwith was lord of Snore, 
and of Fordham. In 1616 Edmund Skipwith, gent. 


paid an annual rent out of this manor to the lord of 


Swaff ham manor, in Norſolk. After this fir Thomas 
Vyner, lord mayor of London, held it; from whom 
it came to the Smalls, of Glouceſterſhire, and Vyner 
Small, eſq. was lord of this, and of Fordham. Wil- 
liam Wollaſton, eſq. of Finborough, in Suffolk, and 


repreſentatiye for the borough of Ipſwich, in parlia- 


ment, is the preſent lord, and has a ſporting feat in 
the village. | | 


Temporalities of Broomholm priory 58. Caſtle- 

Acre gs. Wormegay 3s. Coxford 10s. Shouldham 
10s. Weſt Dereham 3s. Weſtacre 2s. gd. Nor- 
wich 128. n 


The old church was a ſmall pile, and falling down 
in 1730, was rebuilt. There were two medieties an- 
ciently belonging to it, one was appropriated to 
Wormegay priory, the other to that of Norwich, and 
the church was dedicated to St. Mary. Wormegay 
mediety was called the portion of John, who was 
rector in 1278. In 1306 the rector was preſented 
by the prior of Wormegay, It was appropriated in 
Feb. 1346, by biſhop Bateman, paying 20s. per ann. 
to the ſee of Norwich; this priory being annexed to 
that of Pentney, at the diffolution, was granted Au- 
guſt 3. An. 7 Elizabeth, to William Barber, and 
John Jenkins, and came after to the Skipwiths, &c. 
and to Vyner Small, eſq. the late impropriator. 
Norwich mediety was called the portion of Goſcelin, 
14 valued 
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valued at four marks. On April 3, An. 10. Ed- 
ward III. licenſe was granted to John de Liſle to give 
it. (which he purchaſed of far Hervey de Stanton) 
with a meſſuage, 68. rent, &c. to Norwich priory, to 
find a chaplain to pray for the fouls of himſelf, and 
friends, and it was appropriated June 6, 1351, and 
is now held of the dean and chapter of Norwich. 


3 160g it was certified chat there were any one 
communicants, 


4 1753 the Rev. Richard Eaton was preſented to 
this curacy. 1 


This town lies on the turnpike-road —. Down- 
ham, and Lynn, to Ely, Cambridge, and London. 


HILGAY, Hitcev, or HELSAx, is a village on a 
Bill, ſurrounded with water and ſens, on the ſouth 
de of the river Willy, near its fall into the river 
Ouſe; at the ſurvey it was a lordſhip of the abbey of 
Ramſey, by the gift of king Edgar, valucd at Sos, in 
king Edward's time, but after at 70s. William earl 
Warren had deprived the abbot of eight men of this 
manor, with their cuſtomary dues, and forty-three 
acres of land, as the hundred certified, This manor 
Was five ſurlongs long, and'four aud 7 an half broad, 
and paid Sd. of a 208. gelt. 


The abbot of Ramſey had alſo in this hundred of 
Clackcloſe lordſhips in Wimbottiſham, Snore, Dere- 
ham, Fordham, and Outwell; in the hundred of 
Freebridge, Walſoßen; in Smithdon hundred, Bran- 
caſter, and Ringlead ? 170 in ee, dae ke 


Burnham. 
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- WoopHHaritt Manor. The abbot of Ramſey had 
a charter for free-warren here, in the 35th of Henry 
III. and in the 16th of Henry VI. the iſſues and pro- 
firs of this manor amounted to 1 241. 16s. as ſtated by 
John Bexwell, eſq. ſteward to the manor, 


On the diſſolution this lordſhip, with the advow- 
ſon of the rectory, was granted, Nov. 27, in the g8th 
of Henry VIII. to James Hawe, eſq. to be held of 
the king by knight's ſervice. Henry Hawe, eſq. his ſon, 
built here a large manor-houſe of brick, and dying 
in 1392, left by Urſula, his wife, daughter of Ro- 
bert Holdiſh, eſq. of Diddington, a daughter and 
heir, Frances, wha brought it by marriage to {ir 
John Willoughby, knt. of Rifle, in Derbyſhire. | 


Sir John left by the ſaid Frances, fir Henry Wil- 
loughby, created baronet in 1611. His daughter, 
Elizabeth, married fir John Wray, bart. whoſe daugh- 
ter and heir, Elizabeth, married the honourable Ni- 
cholas Saunderſon, eſq. eldeſt fon of fir George Saun- 
derſon. bart. lord viſcount Caſtleton of Ireland, and 
had Wray Saunderſon, eſq. who dying without iſſue 
at York, April 7, 1714, gave this lordſhip to fir Cecil 
Wray, bart. ſecond ſon of fir Drury Wray, bart. and 
Ann, his wife, daughter and heir of Thomas Caſey, 
of Rathcannon, in the county of Limerick, in Ire» 
land, eſq. who ſucceeded his brother, fir Chriſtopher, 
in 1710. Sir Cecil was bred to arms, was a captain 
in general Farrington's regiment, and ſerved in Flan- 
ders, Spain, and Portugal, and married Mary, 
daughter of Edward Harriſan, of Morely, in the 
county of Antrim, in Ireland, eſq. by Johanna, his 
wife, daughter of the Right Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Tay- 
ler, biſhop of Down and Conner; and was ſuc» 
ceeded in honor, and this lordſhip, &c. in May 1736. 
by his coulip, fix John Wray, bart. eldeſt fon of 

| . Willam, 
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William; only ſon of Cecil. fourth fon of fir-Chrif. 
topher Wray, whole ſon by Frances, daughter of 
Nicholas Norcliffe, of Langton, in che Eaſt Riding 
of Yorkſhire, eſq. Sir Cecil Wray, bart. of Sum- 
mer-caſlle, in Lincolnſhire,” and member in Parlia. 
ment for the borough of Retford, in Notts, was late 
Jord, 11 Ne Maoby, of Denver, is the e 
lord. 7 
ond: vp or * A In we: 22d 
year of Henry VI William Maſſingham, eſq. of this 
town, was lord of this manor, held of the abbot of 
Ramſey, all which formerly belonged to Thomas 
Lovel, elq- aſter that to: Nicholas ne r as, 
4.424 © 

On — 3 16, 1468, John Aſtley, ela. af Mel. 

ton-Conſtable, in the hundred of Holt, had a grant 


from the abbot of Ramſey of the cuſtody and mar- 


riage of Thomas Maſſingham, eſq. This 1 homas 
died euer oh it in 1492. 


|: Stigand; archbiſhop of Canterbury, alſo held in bis 
own night, as a lay fee, thirty, acres, and one caru- 
cate,” which a free · man under. his protection enjoyed 
in king Edward's reign. At the . conqueſt the con- 
ueror ſeized on it, and was held for him by William 
de Noyers, and after granted to William earl Warren, 
who had twenty-acres alſo, which belonged to eight 


free-men; in king Edward's time, valued at 7s. bd. 


and belonged to the monaſtry of Ramley. 


This belonged to the great lordſhip of Methwold, 
and extended here, and was poſſeſſed, under the earls 
Warren and Surrey, by the families of Cailli, and 
Clifton. Roger de Cailli gave to the prior of Caſtle- 
Acre all his rents of eels here, viz. one thouſand and 
an balf 2 ann. and Alice, his mother, by. her Oe 
without 


* 
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without date, gave a fiſhery, called Poltſere, to find 
the houſe one thouſand eels per ann. Ralph de Ba- 
liol, by his deed without date, gave alſo for the ſoul of 


eels. 


his lord, the earl Warren, a rent of two thouland 


The temporalities of Caſtle-Acre were in 2408 
valued at 20s. | | | 


Theſe tenures made part of the . of Lan- 
caſter, in this town. | 


The abbot of St. Edmunds Bury had Gfry-eight 
acres of land held by three villains, with one caru- 
cate, and four acres of meadow, which were valued 
with his manor of Southrey, that extended here, 
and the temporalities of the cellarer of that abbey, in 
this town, were valued in 105 at 40s. per ann. 


3 were alſo at that time ſeveral other ſmall te- 
nures. Hermerus de Ferrariis, lord of Wormegay. 
had ſeized on ſix acres of land; of this che abbot of 
Bury had only the protection, valued at 8d. alſo 
on two acres held by two free- men, &c. Roger Bigot 
had one acre and an half held by a free- man before 
the conqueſt, valued at 3d, and the church of Ely 
had four borderers, who held two actes, valued 


at 6d. 


The 1 of FR priory of Saas 
were e at 40s. per ann. 


The prior, by deed without date, demiſed to Leoline 
Rok all his re in che Parts of Hilgay. 


The abbot of Weſt Dercham had a cottage, and 
par of a fiſhery; granted by William de Githnei, in 


fee- 
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ſee farm for a mark of ſilver; and he confirmed the 
gift of Jeffrey Fitz- Jeffrey of the other part, in the 
reign of Henry III. This was given at the diſſolu- 
tion, Sept. 1g, in the 4th and 5th of Philip and 
Mary, to Thomas Guybon, and William Mynn. 


In the 12th of Henry III. Stephen. de Tyeford 
gave lands here to the prioreſs and convent of 
Blackburgh, 


The leet of this town was in the abbot of Ramſey, 
and late in fir George Hare, bart, fee 28. 


MoprxxY Prrony. In this pariſh, one mile and 
a half from the church ſouth-weſt, near the river 
_ Ouſe, was the priory of Modeney, called now 
Modney-Hall, and was a cell to Ramſey abbey. 
On the diſſolution it was granted, with its appurte- 
nances, April 18, in the 35th of Henry VIII. to 
Robert Hogan, eſq. on his paying 398. per ann, to 
the crown; foon after, in the ſaid year, Feb. 4, he 
had licenſe to alienate it to James Hawe, eſq. from 
the Hawes it came to the Willoughbys, and by Ca- 
&herine, a daughter of fir Henry Willoughby, to the 
Purefoys, and to the Greys, and the Aſtons, and is 
now in fir Robert Burdet, bart. of Foremark, in 
Derbyſhire. * a ngen 


The church of Hilgay is dedicated to All Saints, 
ronſiſting of two ailes, covered with lead, and a 
tower at the weſt end, built of ragg- ſtone, &c. in 
which are five bells. The preſent value is 10l. and 
pays firſt-fruits, cc. 


; Againſt the wall of the ſouth aile, near the eaſt 

end, is a mural monument, with the ſmall effigies of 

a man, his wife, and a child, all on their _— 
WI 


2 


F828 e 


SNK 


with a deſk before them, inſeribed—To Henry Hawe, 
eſq. who died Sept. 31, 1592 and mn. kts N 
Dec. 8, 1594. 


On the pavement adjoining lies a marble: prave- 
ſtone, with a plate of brals, and thereon verles in 
Latin. to | 


On the aforeſaid monument are the arms 2 orie 
and of Hilditch. . 


— - 


On the pavement of the north aiſe es a 1 
ſtone -In memory of Nicholas Spencer, S. T. B. Fellow 
of Trinity rollege, Cambridge, and rector of ou fahl. 
who died June 1 5, Reer Ae "__ | 


The roof of * Pouch alle has ta ceumteuüy 


painted, and thereon have been many arms of bene- 


factors, owners of land here, Ne. viz, of Spencer, 


biſhop of Norwich; Thomas of Brotherton, — of 
Norfolk; Ramſey abbey 3 Norwich prioty; ear! 
Warren; lords Mowbray, Howard, Batdolp, Scales: 
ern Ingaldeſthorp, Thorp, Tilney, lord Bouckier, 
Tatiſalle, Clifton, Ufford, and Beke quarterly, Cliſ- 
ton, Stafford, Ferrers, Dagworth, Erpingham, Bard- 
well, Rainham, Strange, Rofs. Natburgh, Foliot, 
Gonvill, Calthorpe, Lovel; Wingfield, Cawfton, 
Berney, Wilton, Rochford, Argemon, Inglos. Bois, 
le Groſs, Harſike, Elmham, Kc. 


NE the north aile, in a window, was the portraiture 
of a knight in armour, kneeling, with the arms of 
Kerdeſton, and that of his lady, with an orate for 
. 


Sir Thomas Kerdeſton died ſeiſed, in the 2gth of 
Henry VI. of a melluoge, 2 ſourteen acres of land 
lere. In 


.” 4 iS 


—- —_ - 


n = 
4 3 >. 


254 


1 I 


STS” 


o * 


1 * II .- 


1 
” ” 
i bu 

\ 
is 

FA 
1 

| 1 
$ 
£ 

: 
= 
2 

2 
=” 

C5; 

df 

„ 

) 1 

i 

. 

. 

oy 
. 


2 


. — — 

— & 4 aA - . 

—"- * - — 1 5 „* 
— Eo 


** 


E 
. 
f * 


wum 
_——— 


122 HUNDRED OF 


In 1423 it appears that the ſacriſt of Ramſey had 


à penſion of 208, per ann. out of this rectory ; and 
in 1521 the church was valued at twelve marks, 


In 1573 Henry Hawe, eſq. preſented. 


Beſore the diſſolution of religious houſes che patron- 
age of this church was in the prior and couvent of 


Ramſey. 


In 160g the rector certified that there \ were two 
bundred communicanis here. 


In 1740 the Rev. John Deering, prebend of Ri- 

on, was preſented to this rectory by fir John Wray, 

— and in 1774 Mr. William Nelſon preſented che 
Rev. William Nelſon. | 


The village of Hilgay ſtands on an eminence, 
ſurrounded by the great level of fen, called Bedford 
Level. The turnpike-road from Lynn te Cambridge 
runs through he town, 


MARHAM, alias Cyenty-Marnan, ſo called 
from a large warſh, or moor, lying near io it, which 
being often over-flowed, appears as a meer. The 

rincipal manor of this village was in the church of 

ly, by the grant of king Edgar ; and in the time of 
Leofhn, the fifth abbot of that church, the produce 
of it was ſet apart as a farm, and appointed for the 
entertainment of ſtrangers who came to the ſaid ab- 
bey, and to bring in proviſions neceſſary for that pur- 
pole. The Norman lords made encroachments on 
it at the conqueſt, At the grand ſurvey it ſeems to. 
have been the capital lordſhip of that church, in the 
hundred and half of Clackcloſe, and had ten leets 
therein; and St. Etheldreda, or St. Audrey, the ſoun- 


dreſs of that church, is in the laid ſurvey ſaid to. 
have 
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have had four carucates in demeſne in the reign of the 
Confeſſor, and then but threa In the aforeſaid reign 
there were ſix carucates among the tenants, &c, the 
land was one leuca long, and one hundred perches 
and half a leuca and one quarter broad, but the 
meaſure in the marſh was no known it was valued 
at 10l. HEX ann. | | 


To this Jordiliip there 8 in king Edw atd's 
time, tw enty- ſeven ſocmen, with all their cuſtowary, 
dues ; but after William the Conqueror came, Huglz 
de Montfort had all of them except one, whom W = 
liam de Warren had, which ſocman held fix acres of 
the church of Ely. This whole land paid 14d. gelt 
when the hundred and half e 20s. and it was the 
fame at the ſurvey. 


The Apzey Maxon, This lordſhip was held by 
the earls Warren of the church of Ely. In the iſt, 
year of king John there was a ſuit. between the bi- 
ſhop of Ely and Hamlen Plantagenet, carl Warren, 
when they came to this agreement, that the carl ac- 
knowledged it to belong; to the fee of Ely, and the 
biſhop granted the earl and his heirs! to hold it of, 
chat ſee, by the ſervice of one knight's fee, and the 
carl paying 1008. rent per ann. in lands, in pure alns, 
for ever to the church of Ely. 


William, the fixth of that name, earl Warren and 
Surrey, on the marriage of his ſecond daughter, 
Ilabel, gave it with her in marriage to Hugh de Al- 
bini, earl of Arundel and Suſſex, who dying without 
iſſue, in 1243, ſhe, in 1249, on her founding a nun- 
nery in this cown, ſettled it on that houle ; about this 
ume the rent of aſſiſe of the free tenants, &c. is ſaid 
40 have been 141. 38. 3d. ob, per aun. pu 
Fey n 
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In the 3d of Edward I. the abbeſs had the lect, af. 
ſiſe of bread and beer, Ell forfeitures, a gallows, and 
other royal privileges, which ſhe claimed as liberties 
belonging to the ſee of Ely. Uk 
In or about the 29th of Edward III. a rental ſpeci- 
fies, that the abbeſs had five hundred acres and three 
roods of arable land here in demeſne, and forty- 
Eight acres and a half of paſture, or meadow, here, 
and in Shouldham ; ſeveral turbaries, a water-mill, 
« fulling-mill, and a right in the river from Holmes, 
in the moor of Narburgh, to the pool of the faid 
mill. wi | 


On the diffolution of this convent it came to the 
crown; and Henry VIII, conveyed: it on July 3, in 
his 38th year, with the ſcite of the abbey, to fir Ni- 
cholas Hare, knt. and John Hare, citizen and mercer, 
of London, on- the payment of a fee-farm rent of 
gl: 68. ad. ob. per ann. to the crown, which on 
July g, in the 4th and 5th of Philip and Mary, was 
alſo granted to the ſaid fir Nicholas, together wirh 
lands and tenements in Wymondham, Befthorpe, 
Carlton, Kentford, Needham, Gaſely, Herrinfwell, 
&c. in the tenure of Thomas Buckworth, belonging 
to the late nunnery of Marham, with the appropriated 
rectory of Didlington, the advowſon of Saxmund- 
ham church, meſſuages and lands in Brigham, Roud- 
ham, Witchingham Magna, Bodney, Thetford, Bed- 


ingham, Okeholt; &c. and in the heirs of this fa- 


mily it remains, fir George Hare, bart. being the late 


The Abbey Manor, with Belet's, and Denhams, 


are now centered in one manor, called New-Hall 


manor, 


54 Ord 
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; Ory-Harr. This conſiſted of that part of the 
poſſeſſions of the ſee of Ely which were alienated 
by Wilfrick, the 6th abbot of Ely, to his brother, 
before Doomlday-book was made; and at the Con- 
queſt Hugh de Montfort was lord of it by an ex- 
change; twenty-ſix ſocmen held it of the church of 
Ely in the time of the Confeſſor, when their poſ- 
ſeſſions were valued at 80s. at the ſurvey at os. This 
was meaſured and accounted for in the lordſhip of St. 
Etheldreda of Ely, and Walter held it under Hugh, 


The ſocmen abovementioned were by their tenures 
obliged to plow their lands of the abbot of Ely, to 
weed, bind, &c. their corn, and to bring proviſions 
(when required) there, &c. all which ſervices, &c. 
Hugh had, as their lord. He was ſon of Thurſtand 
Baſtenbergh, a Norman, and was commonly called 
Hugh with a Beard (the Normans at that time being 
uſually ſhaved) and accompanying William duke of 
Normandy into England, aſſiſted him as a valiant 
and expert -commander in the decilive battle of 
Haſtings, afterwards was appointed to be an afliſtant 
in the adminiſtration of juſtice throughout the realm to 
William Fitz-Oſborn, and Odo, biſhop of Baieux, 
For his great ſervices he obtained a grant of many 
lordſhips in Kent, Eſſex, Suffolk, &c. and of nineteen 
in this county. This lord was killed in a duel with 
Walkeline de Ferrers, and left Hugh, his ſon and 
heir, who had two ſons, Robert and Hugh, by his 
hrſt wife, and by his ſecond wife a daughter. Ro- 
bert was general of the army of William II. in the 
12th year of his reign,” but favouring the title of 
Robert Curthoſe, the Conqueror's eldeſt fon, againſt 
Henry I. retired wich his brother Hugh to Jeruſalem, 
leaving his inheritance, &c. where they both died 
without iſſue, in their pilgrimage, fo that their ſiſter 
inherited it, who married Gilbert de Caunt, by 

| K | whom 
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whom ſhe had a ſon, Hugh, who aſſumed, from his 
mother, the ſirname of Montfort. 


Walter, who was enfeoffed of this lordſhip, and 
held it under Hugh at the ſurvey, ſeems to be the 
| anceſtor of the family of de Marham. 


Sir Walter de Marham was lord in the reign of 
Henry III. and held it by one fee of the honor of 
Hagenet, or Haughley, in Suffolk ; his daughter and 
heir, Margaret, brought it by marriage to fir William 
Belet, alias Bygot ; in the 34th of that king he pol- 
ſeſſed it; and in the 44th, being the king's valet, had 
a grant of free-warren, a weekly market, and a fair. 


In the gd of Edward I. William Belet claimed the 
leet of his tenants, aſſiſe of bread, &c. a gallows, 
&c. as privileges belonging to the ſee of Ely, and 
performed ſuit to the king's court at Haughley, 
from month to month, paying 10s. per ann. to 
Dover caſtle. 


Sir William Belet was lord, and claimed the pa- 
tronage of the two churches in this town, the great 
tuhes of which were appropriated to Welſtacre 
abbey, by the grant of Geffrey de Marham; and 
there belonged to this manor free bull and boar. 
The frechold and copyhold tenants are mentioned 
witlH their ſervices, 


Sir William Belet, or Bygot, dying without iſſue, 
in the 14th of Henry IV. it came to his three ſiſters 
and co-heirs, Catherine, married to Robert Hunt; 
Margaret, to William Galyon; and Elizabeth, to 
Richard Fox; but Iſabel, their mother, who was 
married to John Dorwood, eſq. held it for life, They 
had alſo their parts, and ſhares, in the * — 
8 OILS 
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Tofts, in Norfolk; Bacon's, and Alfreſton-Hall, in 
Dunmow Magna; and the advowſon of the chapel, 
or prebend, in the church of Danſey, in Eſſex; but 
all came after to Hunt, whole daughter and heir, 
Iſabel, was married to Thomas Dayrell, or Darrel, who 
dicd lord of the manor of Old-Hall, in the 5th of 
Henry VII. as did Thomas, his fon, in che 21ſt of 
the ſaid king, leaving two ſiſters and co-heirs, Bea- 
trix, and Anaſtaſia; this laſt brought it by marriage 
to Thomas Jermyn, eſq. who was lord in 1517, 
and conveyed it in that year, by fine, to John 
Spelman, elq. with about three hundred acres of land, 
paſture, and moor, 4os. per ann. rent in Marham, 
and Shouldham, which continued in that family till 
within a few years laſt paſt, when it was conveved to 
the right hon. earl Clermont, and has fince paſſed to 
John Beevor, M. D. of the city of Norwich, the 
preſent lord of the manor of Old-Hall. 


Brrer's and Dxuau's Maxor. Hermerus de 
Ferrariis held at the ſurvey twenty acres of land, 
which was Turchetel's in king Edward's reign, and 
belonged to the ſoc. or lordſhip, of St. Etheldreda 
aforementioned, and two villains who had then three 
oxgangs of land, and an acre of meadow, valued al- 
ways at gs. 4d. and this land was meatured with the 


lordſhip of St. Etheldreda. 


William earl Warren had alſo half a carucate of 
land, which St. Etheldreda held in king Edward's 
time, valued then at 20s. but after, and at the ſur- 


vey, at 2bs. 8d. and Ralph held it under this carl. 
Of theſe fees we ſhall treat together. —The family 


of de Bexwell had an intereſt herein, ju the 35th of 


Henry III. when William de Bexwell ſeuled lands 
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by fine on John de Tuddenham, who ſeems to have 
held both the fees abovementioned. 


William de Bexwell by his deed, dated at Cam- 
bridge, in 1266, grants this lord{hip, which he held 
here of fir Roger de Wimple, to ſir William Belet, 
to be held of him by the payment of a pair white 
gloves on Eaſter-day, or a penny, if aſked of him. 


In the gd of Edward I. fir William Belet, as lord, 
claimed to have the aſſiſe, &c. of his tenants, and 
to have built a caſtle to the king's prejudice, and 
that of his caſtle at Norwich; and that if a war 
ſhould happen (which God forbid) the king's ene- 
mies might have reception, deftroy the country, and 
the neighbouring religious houſes.” 


Aﬀter this fir Ingelram Belet was lord; he was 
knighted in the g4th of Edward I. at Weſtminſter, 
with Edward, the king's fon, by bathing. He died 
in the 6th of Edward II. and held in this town 
Beechamwell, Wereham, Crimpleſham, &c. and. one 


fee and an half of the honor of Clare, 


In the 19th of Edward II. Robert de Well was 
lord; and in the ggth of Edward III. John de Den- 
ham held it of the abbey of Marham, with the 
caſtle, late fir Ingelram Belet's, paying 228. per ann. 
the rent of aſſiſe of the free tenants, villains, &c. 
amounted to 12]. 128. 2d. q. per ann. and beſides 
the demeſne lands there were g72 acres. and three 
roods, held in villanage, 103 acres, and three roods, 
of auFond, 49 hens, 205 eggs paid yearly, and many 
reaping days of the tenants due in — * . 


In the gth of Richard II. it was in the hands of 


the abbeſs and convent, being alicned thereto by Ri- 
a | chard 
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chard Holditch. and John de Clenchwarton, truſtees 
of John de Denham, for this purpoſe. It remained 
in the abbey till its diſſolution, and was granted in 
1547 to fir Nicholas Hare, &c. with the abbey manor, 
now united, and called New-Ha!l manor. 


Mr. Parkin, in his eſay, has erroneouſly accounted 
for a manor in this town, which never exiſted, and 


which he call'd 


SHouLDHAM's Maxor. Of this lordfhip, ſays he, 
which lay partly in this town, and partly in Should- 
ham, I have ſpoken at large in the ſaid town, being 
held of the prior of Shouldham, by the family of 
Shouldham. 1 ſhall only obſerve, that Walter bi- 
ſhop of Norwich, about 1230, granted licence co Simon 
de Shouldham, and his heirs, for his own, and his 
family's uſe, to found a free chantry in his chapel, 
with the conſent of the priory of Weſtacre, and the 
vicar of Marham. 


WersTacRe Priory Manor. Geffrey de Marham 
gave to this convent lands, with the rectories of St. 
Andrew's church, and that of the Holy Trinity, 
about the reign of king John, which were appropri- 
ated to it, and had the patronage of the vicarages. 


In 1428 their temporalities were valued at 4l. 145. 3d. 
and their ſpiritualicies here at ſixteen marks per 


annum, ? 


The manor of Weſtacre priory, which at the diſ- 
folution of that priory came to the Spelmans, and a 
tract of paſture meadow, called Monks Fenn, con- 
taining about 100 acres, has continued in that fa- 
mily till within a few years, and then, together with 
the manor of Old-Hall, &c. was conveyed: to the 
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ear] of Clermont, and fince paſſed to John Beevor, 
M. D. of Norwich. 


In the 5th of Edward VI. Monks Fen was granted 
to Thomas Darcy, on April 4, to be held in ſoccage, 
which afterwards belonged to the ſaid priory. 


Many religious houſes had lands here. 


In 1428 the temporalities of Caſtle-Acre priory 
were taxed at 348. 4d. and their ſpiritualities at 
three marks and an half. 


William earl Warren gave to the canons of Wal- 
Ingham ſix furlongs of his marſh; and Iſabel, 
countels of Arundel, his daughter, an acre, Sir 
| Robert de Stradſet gave two furlongs. 


In the 38th of Henry VIII. October 21. Andrew 
Mansfield had a grant of the canons marſh, &c. and 
in the ſaid year had licence to alien it to Elizabeth 
Spelman, and her heirs. | 


The temporalitics of Coxſord priory were 4d. of 
Sporle, in a turbary, 2s. of Wendling, in a turbary, 2s. 
of Maſſingham, in a turbary, 4d. The tenths of the 
town were 10l. 10s, deducted 21, 


There were formerly two churches in Marham, 
one dedicated to St. Andrew, the other to the Holy 
Trinity; this laſt is ſtill ſtanding ; they were recto- 
ries united, and valued together at ſixteen marks, 
granted to the priory of Weſtacre, and appropriate 
thereto; out of theſe the priory of Caſtle-Acre had 
a portion of tithe valued at three marks and a halt; 
it conſiſted of two parts of the demeſne of Hermer 


de Bexwell, and a moiety of the tithe of the * 
. ce 
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fee of Walter de Marham, which the biſhop of Nor. 


wich confirmed to theſe in 1265; and the prior o 
Weſtacre had a manſe belonging to theſe reQories» 
&c. The patronage of the vicarages, which were 
conſolidated, was in the priory of Weſtacre, and they 
were valued at fix marks; the vicar had a manſe in 
king Edward's time. The preſent value of the vi- 
carage is bl. 138. 4d. and is diſcharged, 


The church now ſtanding, of the Holy Trinity, 
has a nave, with a ſouth aile, and a chancel built of 
ragg- ſtone. clunch, or chalk, and covered with lead; 
at the weſt end of the nave ſtands a lofty four-ſquare 
tower of flint ſtones, &c. with quoins, embattle- 
ments, &c. of free-ſtone, and four bells; on the 
top of this tower is a wooden ſhaft, or ſpire, covered 
with lead; the length of the nave is about ſixty- three 
feet, and with the ſouth aile about thirty in breadth. 


At the eaſt end of the nave lye ſeveral marble 
grave- ſtones for the Shouldham's, &c. their inſcrip- 
tions, ſhields of braſs, &c. all diſrobed. 


In the loweſt window of the nave, on the north 
ſide, are ſeveral arms:—Bernard, of Ifleham, in 
Cambridgeſhire; Lilling ; Belet; Shelton; Berney; 
Brigge; Holworthy ; and Tuddenham. 


In the next window, as you aſcend, &c. Wolfre- 
ton; Fitz-Ralph; Fincham; Bond, of Eſſex; Bur- 
ſton; Truſbutt; Beaupre; and Branch. 


In the ſouth aile windows, Beauchamp, earl of 


Warwick; Carville; Shouldham; Tendring; and 


Lovel. 
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At the eaſſ end of this ſouth aile is a chapel, and 


therem a large altar monument, or tomb, whereon 
lye the Riatuc of a man in compleat armour, a lion 
couchant at his feet, and that of his wife. both of 
chalk-ſtone, painted over, a canopy or cover above, 
and this inſcription, — Here {yeth the body of John Stew- 
ard*, and Ann, his wife, which Anu was daughter of 
Humphrey Shouldham, eq. the ſaid Ann died the 28th 
day of January, Ao. Duni. 160g. and the aforeſaid Jon 
died February 16, 1604.” — On the ſummit is the 
quartered ſhield of Steward, conſiſting of twenty- 
three coats of arms, with this motto, —Ferendy 


Sperando, 


This family of Steward, or Smart, came into Eng- 
land, and ſettled there in the reign of Henry IV. 
Sir John Steward who attended James, prince of 
Scocland, (on the ſea-coaſt of Norfolk, crofling the 
ſeas for France) was taken priſoner with that prince, 
and marrying one of the maids of honor to queen 
Joan, ſettled in England, 


Sir Robert Steward, of this family, is ſaid to have 
encountered a lion in France, and his ſword being 
broke in the engagement, ſeized on a ſtaff, and with 
that ſlew the ſavage beaſt, for which action the French 
king gave him the bearing of the lion and ragged 
taff, as an auzmentation of honor, as this diflich 


teſtifies ; 


Francorum Carolus voluit fic ſtemmata ferri, 
Singula cum valeant, ſunt meliora ſimul. 


The 


* He was fourth ſon of Simon Steward, eſq. of Lakenheath, 
gear Brandon, in Suffolk, | 


wm © FF TT mr ©” SE” my _- 2 


c LACEK CLOSE. 133 


The late ſir Simeon Stuart, bart. of Heartly Mau- 1 
duit, in Hampſhire, and of Weſt Dereham abbey, 1 
in Norfolk, was the lineal deſcendant of the aforeſaid 
fir John, and fir Robert. But to proceed; —on the 
body of the tomb is—azure, an eagle diſplayed, or, 
Shouldham; alſo Steward with his quarterings ; and 
in the caſt window, the arms of lord Bardolph, and 
Fitz-Ralph, 


The chancel is in length about thirty-two feet, and 
in breadth about eighteen, 


Beſides the arms above-mentioned, here were for- 
merly in this church the following arms ;—Tony; 
Bexwell; Walcot; Charles; Rainham; Faſtolf; 
Loudham; Bois; Heath; Sackford; and Fitton; 
Shouldham impaling Wilton ; Shouldham and Wol- 
freton quarterly; and Shouldham and Rainham 
quarterly, &c. 


In 160g the vicar returned twenty-ſix communi- 
cants; and in 1778 the Rev. Thomas Carr was pre- 


ſented to this vicarage by the maſter and fellows of 
St. John's college, Cambpidge. 


The church of St. Andrew ſtood in the cloſe near 

to the vicar's houſe, the {cite is {lill to be ſeen by the 
wall of flint in ſome places, It was ſtanding in 
1428, 


The appropriated rectories, with thirty acres of 
glebe land, and the advowſon of the churches, &c. 
on the diſſolution, came to the crown, and lo re- 
mained. Sir Thomas Mildmay farmed the rectories 
at 121, 6s. 8d. per ann. in the reign of queen Eliza- 
beth, and paid alſo 41. per ann. to the heirs of the 
duke of Nortolk, for that portion of tithe which the 

| prior 
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prior of Caſtle-Acre had in this church, which had 
been granted to the duke. Aſter this ſir Francis 
Gawdy, the judge, had a grant of it, and held it 
in 1603, from whom it came to ſir Robert Rich, 
(afterwards earl of Warwick) by the marriage of the 
Judge's grand-daughter, who preſented in 1610; he 
ſold it to fir Ralph Hare, who preſented in 1613. 
'This honourable gentleman, being knight of the 
bath, gave to the maſter, fellows, and ſcholars of 
St. John's College, in Cambridge, and their ſucceſ- 
ſors, all the redory, parſonage, and church of Mar- 
ham, in Norfolk, with all its rights, &c. glebe lands, 
tithes of corn and hay, advowſon of the vicarage, 
the maſter and fellows to employ the profits for three 
years for the new erecting a ſpacious library in the 
ſaid college, and then to go towards the maintenance 


of thirty of the pooreſt and be:t diſpoſed (cholars re- 
ſiding there; dated April 13, 1623. 


The flile and ſpirit of religion and devotion, 
whereby as a Chriſtian he offers up this gift, is ſo 
exemplary, that the reader, we are perſuaded, will 
excuſe us for here inſerting it. 


Sir Ralph Hare, in all humility doth humbly 
* ofter this his gift hereafter mentioned, unto our 
„ Bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, God and Man, and 
in him to his beloved diſciple, St. John, with all 
« humility and penitence, acknowledging and con- 
« ſelling himſelf a moſt unworthy being, a great and 
© miſerable ſinner, to offer this, or whatſoever elle, 
*« nnto his Divine Majeſty, and withal acknow- 
„ Jedging, confeſling, and ſaying, with the holy 
66 prophet, David Domin-, tua eft magniſicentia et 
« pattentta el gloria, cuntla enim que in calo ſunt, et in 
« terra, tua ſunt, tuum, Domine, regnum, et Tu es ſu- 


yer omnes principes, tuæ divitie, et tua of gloria, tr 
; « dominarts 
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« dommarts omnium.—(Qus ego niſi peccator turpis et 
« miſerrimus, ut hoc tibi promittere poſſum; tua ſunt 
„* omma et que de manu tua accehi. Do tibi cum omni 
«* kunulitate in compunctione et contrittone cordis mei. 
« Oh ne me projicus a ſacie tua Domine, Deus Abraham, 
Iſaac, et Iſrael, cuſtodi in æternum hanc voluntatem 
* cords mei, et ſemper in venerationem tui mens mee 
i permaneat.” 


In the field of Marham, eaſt of the vicar's houſe, 
is a little hill called Chapel-hill, and a clay pit, part 
of the glebe; here a hermit had his ſtation. This 
chapel was dedicated to St. Guthlake. In the 2oth 
of Richard II. a patent was granted for a chantry 
here, ſo that it is certain that chantries were allowed 
of in ſuch chapels. 


The ABBEx, or Nuxnnery of Marnam, The 
nunnery of Marham was founded by Iſabel, widow 
of Hugh de Albany, earl of Arundel, for ciſtertian, 
or white nuns, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
St. Barbara, and St. Edmund the king and confeſſor, 
by Richard de la Wiche, biſhop of Chiceſter, on 
the 275th of January, in the year 1249, for the health 
of the ſouls of William, late earl Warren and Surrey, 
her father, and Maud, her mother, daughter of 
William Marſhal, the elder, carl of Pembroke, 
Hugh earl of Arundel, her huſband, and all her an- 
ceſtors deceaſed, &c. and as the foundation deed is 
to be ſeen in Dugdale's Monaſticon, beginning thus 
—Untverſis Sancte Matris Ecclefie filus, Ec. we ſhall 
here omit it. 


On St. Bartholomew's-day, in the year of our 
Lord 1252, this nunnery was incorporated into the 
abbey of Waverley, in Surrey, the principal, firſt, 
and mother houſe of this order in England, by the 
| abbots 
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abbots of Waverley and Beaulieu, in Hampſhire ; this 


incorporation was, as we conceive, the reaſon that 


ſome authors aſſert this houſe to have been founded 
in the year 1252, 


It appears from the remembraneer of the ſaid houſe 
of Marham, that Walter biſhop of Norwich granted 
licence for this incorporation, on the 6th of Sep- 


tember, 1251. \ 


The foundreſs endowed this houſe with the manor 
and lands which her father had in this town, which 
he gave her in frank marriage. This gift of the 
foundreſs was confirmed by John carl Warren, her 
brother, | 


The ſaid foundreſs alſo afterwards purchaſed ſe- 
veral lands, rents, &c, and gave to the ſaid houſe, 


Henry III. confirmed the foundation deed, and 
grants of the foundreſs, on the 3d of September, in 
the g6th of his reign, | 


Walter biſhop of Norwich with the conſent of the 
rior and convent of Weſtacre, and Nicholas vicar 
of the churches of the Holy Trinity, and St. An- 
drew, in Marham, grant to this houſe free fepul- 
ture in their own church, or chapel, by their own 
prieſts, and a power to ſay maſs there, and perform 
divine ſervices, on condition that none of the pa- 
riſhioners of the ſaid churches be admitted to an 
holy ſacrament, or there buried; and if any ſtranger 
ſhould deſire to be there buried, a ſalvo is made 
for the right of the faid churches, dated the gth of 
September, 1251; this was again ratified in 1294. 
It appears that the prior and convent of Weſtacre 
had (on this account) granted to thein by the _ 
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and convent, a portion of tithe here, belonging to 
the ſaid abbeſs, &c. and the ſaid Walter biſhop of 
Norwich, with the will and conſent of the foundreſs 
and patron, granted the ſaid houſe, to their proper 
uſe, all the great and {mall tithe belonging to her de- 
meſne lands, and lordſhip of Marbam, which the 
ſecular clergy uſed to receive of the gift of the lords 
of the manor, July 12, 1254. 


Beſides Marham. &c. Iſabel de Albany, the foun- 
dreſs, gave this abbey lands in Kentford, Gayle, 
Needham, and Herringſwell, in Suffolk. 


Several other perſons were liberal beneſactors to 
this ſoundation, but as ſuch inſtances of blind zeal 
reflect no honor on our anceſtors, nor example to 
polterity, we purpolely omit being particular. 


Churches appropriated to this houſe. —Carlton- 
Forchoe, -alias Carlton St. Peter, in the hundred of 
Forchoe, The advowſon of this church was given 
by the foundreſs, and the biſhop of Norwich appro- 
priated it, and ſettled a vicar, whom the biſhops of 
Norwich were to to nominate, and this convent 


preſent, dated at Thetford the 4th of July, 1274. 


Stow-Bedon, in Wayland. Edward J. gave the 
advowſon for the health of his own foul, and that 
of his conſort, Altanor queen of England; dated at 
Weſtminſter, February 6, in the 2uth year of his 
reign, 


Didlington, in South Greenhoe. John earl War- 
ren, &c. for the benefit of his own foul, &c. gave 
the advowlon of this church; dated at Kenſington, 
July 11, in the goth of Edward I. 

Hackford, 
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Hackford. in Foreboe. Sir Andrew de Hengham 
gave the advowſon of the church of Hackford St. 
Mary, 1329. 


Rockland St. Peter, in Wayland. Sir Robert de 
Behale, Adam de Blofield, and Robert vicar of Did- 
lington, purchaſed of fir John de Cawſton the ad- 
vowſon of this church, which was confirmed to them 
by fir Conſtantine Mortymer, in the 2oth of Ed- 


ward III. 


In the 12th of Edward II. a fine was levied by 
John earl Warren and Surrey, by which he ſettled 
the advowſon, or patronage of this houſe (which 
came to his family on the death of the foundrels, 
without iſſue) on Thomas earl of Lancaſter; and in 
1347 the ſaid earl John died ſeiſed of patronage, 
leaving Alice, his filter and heir, married to Edmund 
Fitz-Allen, earl of Arundel, but the patronage came 
to the houſe of Lancaſter by the aforeſaid fine; and 
in the g4th of Edward III. it was ſettled by Henry 
duke of Lancaſter on Maud, his daughter and co- 
heir, married to William earl of Heinault; and in 
the 4oth of that king his other daughter and co-heir, 
Blanch, and her huſband, John duke of Lancaſter, 
were poſſeſſed of it. 


Many of the kings of England confirmed the 
grants and privileges of this houſe, as did Richard 
II. in his gth year; and in the 2oth of that king 
they had a patent for founding a chantry in the her- 
mitage of St. Guthlake, in Marham. 


The abbeſs had the privilege of proving the wills 
of thoſe that died within the precinct or juriſdiction 
of this houſe, granted to this order by the popes. 


In 1401 a contelt aroſe about this privilege, and it 
was 
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was allowed them by the biſhop of Norwich,” Joan 
Narburgh, then lady abbeſs, and Margery Harſyke, 
priorels; the abbeſs and convent received from the 
vear 1401, to the year 1453, ſeveral mortuaries due 
from lay perſons, &c. who died in their convent, and 
were probably there buricd. 


About this time the temporalities of this houſe, 
in the archdeaconries of Norwich and Norfolk, 
amounted to 271. gs. 7d. ob. q. and the ſpiritualities 
are valued at 571. &c. 


About 1251, and in the 5th of Edward I. the firſt 


abbeſs occurs. 


In the 8th year of Henry VII. we find the profits 
and diſburſements of the abbey for one year to be 
46l. 18s. 1d. received. 


Part of the account of Nicholas Houghton, their 
bailiff, or ſteward of their grainge, lands thus for 
the ſaid year. 


Wheat 53 quarters and 5 buſhels. Mellin 38 
quarters and 6 buſhels. Rye 19 quarters and 6 
buſhels.—Oats 12 quarters and 4 buſhels. —Malt 78 
quarters and two buſhels. —The reſt relate to the cat- 
ile, ſheep, &c. 


The diſburſements of the ſaid year amounted to 
691. 198. 5d. ob. beiides the ſum of 16s. and Sd. 
for 20d. a piece to the nuns, and 6d. given to thir- 
teen poor people. 


Barbara Maſon occurs abbeſs in the 23th of 
Henry VIII. and was the laſt abbels. Amongſt the 
evidences of the honourable fir Thomas Hare, bart. 
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is the ſeal of this honſe affixed to ſome deeds and 
grants, and one to a deed of this abbeſs; the ſeal is 
oblong, the impreſs is the figure of a lady abbeſs in 
her proper habit, ſtanding in an antique arch cu- 
tiouſly wrought, and holding in her dexter hand a 
croſier ſtaff, and in her. finiſter hand, before her 
breaſt, ſomething reſembling an open book, and on 
each fide of the arch is a ſhield—checque, ' or, and 
azure, the paternal arms of the foundreſs, being the 
arms of the Warrens, earls of Surrey, &c. and un- 
der theſe ſhields a lilly; the upper part of the ſhield 
is broke, at the head of the abbeſs, as is the greater 
part of the legend, beginnivg—Sigillum Abbat. 


This order of the ciſtertian nuns had many large 
privileges from the 'pope, probate of wills within 
their precincts, exemption from paying of tithes and 
procurations, and the liberty of: bearing the croſier in 
proceſſions. 5 


- -The lady ſacriſt of this houſe had eleven acres and 
three roods of land, in Marham, annexed to her of- 
fice, and the lady hoſtillar ſeven acres three roods 
e a pro 


This houſe was diſſolved in the 27th of Henry 
VIII. and ſtands thus differently valued: by Dugdale, 
at 331. 199. 3d. ob. q. Stephens, in his addition to 
the Monaſticon, ſays, that the abbey of Marliam St. 
Barbara was valued at 421. 4s: 2d. 4, the clear value 
431. 138. 6d. Z. and Speed has the ſame; but Weaver 
1ays, at 11. 68. 1d. ob.— It was certainly a religious 
houſe very meanly endowed, and .on that account 
they were often pardoned and excuſed from the pay- 
ment d their teyihs, particularly by Edward I. in che 
0th year of his reign, «1 top 114 7 » _ 
8 e 
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On the diſſolution the religious had theſe enor- 
mous crimes laid to their charge: 


« * Barbara Maſon peperit ſemel, et fatetur Je cogni- 
tam a priore de Pentney. 

Elizab. Lightfoot ſemel peperit ex conj ugato. 

Elizab. Plumer beperit ſemel ex conjugato. 

Dorothea Lovel peperit ſemel ex conjugato. 

Joanna Manne peperit duas proles ex ſolutis.“ 


The ſcite of this abbey, with the nuns church, or 
chapel, bell-tower, and the appurtenances, with the 
manor of Marham (as has been obſerved) was given 
by Henry VIII. on the gd of July, in the g8th year 
of his . Tag to fir Nicholas Hare, and John Hare, 
citizen of London, in whole family it ſtill remains. 
This nunnery ſtood a little weſtward of the preſent 
church of Marham (the common way or road only 
being between them) in a large paſture cloſe, incloſed 
with walls of clunch, or chalk-ſtone, dug out of 
ſome neighbouring pits. In the faid cloſe is a ſarm- 
houſe, with large barns, &c. which ſeem, by the ma- 
terials, to be built out of the ruins of the ſaid ab- 
bey. The molt obſervable building now remaining is, 
a very lofty wall of clunch ſtone, running caſt and 
welt in length about ſeventy-three feet; this was the 
{ſouth wall of the church or chapel of the faid abbey: 
near the ſummit of this wall were four oval windows, 
two of which are ſtill entire. The whole length of 
this chapel was about nincty-nine feet, the bread:h 
about thirty, and the ſpace between them; the rea- 
{on that the walls were ſo high, and of this form on 
this wall, was becauſe the cloiſter here joined to it, 
which, with the area in the centre, was a ſquare of 
ninety-nine feet, as appears from the ruins and foun- 
dation ftones, and from the projection of the ſtone- 
work of the ſaid chape! wall which ſupperted the 
2 L timber, 
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timber, roof, &c. on this north ſide of the cloiſter. 
No doubt in the north wall of this chapel the win- 
dows were large and lofty, but there are no remains 
.of that, ſave the foundation. | 


Near the weſt end of this wall is a little building 
of ſtone, &c. in which are two or three arches, (ſup- 
ported by pillars of free-ſtone) now worked up, and 
Which are now uſed to lay turf and other firing in; 
and over this is a dove-houſe, probably part of ſome 
old cloiſter leading to the church, or the charnel- 
houle. 


There are three capital manors extending over this 
and the adjoining towns, viz. Old-Hall, New-Hall, 
and Weſtacre priory. 


This village, or town, contains between four and 
hve thouſand acres of lands, one half of which 
nearly conſiſts of commons and fold-courſe land, 
which, as the towns in its vicinity have lately been in- 
cloſed and cultivated by a& of Parliament, this moſt 
probably will likewiſe ſhortly enjoy the ſame fate, 
It is remarkable for its produce and quantity of game; 


and the ſmeeth, or fold-courle, which is perhaps the 


largeſt and fineſt piece of graſs turf in the county, is 
lately become the rendezvous of the nobility and 
gentry of the ſporting kind; in the Houghton 
porting ſeaſons, the two. firſt weeks of February 
and November, conſiderable matches for running 
with greyhounds, of the moſt excellent breed, are 
made by the mobility and gentlemen, tlie hares af 
this part of the county being reckoned the ſtrongelt 
and beſt runners in the kingdom, and the lords of 
the manors, by ſpecial order, prohibit courſing and 
bare hunting at thoſe two ſealons of the year. 


Marham 
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Matham lies near the ſouth bank of the river Nar, 
which is navigable up to Weſtacre for ſmall craft. 


It is between the towns of Narborough, Fincham, and 
Shouldham, and is about ſix miles from Swaffham. 


RISTON, called Wesr RtrsTox to diſtingiſh it 
from Eaſt Riſton, in Happing hundred: it is wrote 
Riſtuna in Doomidey-book, and is now ſometimes 
ſpelled Ryſton. 


The church of Riſton is dedicated to St. Michael, 

and ſtands in a field by itſelf, about a quarter of a 
mile from Riſton-Hall; it is built of ragg or carr 
Rone, and is a fingle pile, about thirty-three feet in 
- length, and twenty-two in breadth, At the weſt end 
of the nave ſtands part of a little four- ſquare tower, 
with the quoins of free-ſtone; the upper part of the 
tower lies open, and is broke down to the roof of 
the church. The chancel is in length about thirty 
feet, and in breadth about twenty-leven; this chan- 
cel has a roof like the nave, camerated, plaſtercd, 
and covered with tile, 


On the pavement lies a marble ſtone, with the arms 
of Pratt impaling Monins, and thus inſcribed.— 
Here lyeth the body of fir Roger Pratt, lord of this ma- 
nor f Riſlon, uh married Ann, one of the daughters 
and co-hetreſſes of fir Edward Monms, of Waiderſtnve, 
in Kent, Inc. and bart, he died the 20th of February, 


A. D. 1684. 


Againſt the north wall i is an altar monument of 
fione and alabaſter, on which tes the ſtatue of a 
lady at her full tength, in a combent poſtore, ſup- 
porting her head with ber right hand, which reſts on 
a cuſhion all carved out of alabaſter; the body of 
the monument is ornamented with Lowers, fruit, Sc. 
< L 2 and 
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and thereon this epitaph: Here hes the body of the 


Lady Pratt, whoſe firſt huſband was fir Roger Pratt, 


this place; her ſecond huſband was Sigiſmund Trafford, 
_ of Dunton- Hall, in Tidd St. Maries, in the county of 


Lincoln, eſq. who cauſed this monument to be erefled 10 
her memory; ſhe died the 129th day of September, 1706, 
in the 63d year of her age —And againſt the wall is a 


- ſhield of marble, Trafford impaling Monins ; the 


whole is incloſed with iron rails. 


In Norwich Doomſday-book, wrote about the be- 
ginning of the reign of Edward I. Robert de Benhale 
was patron, and the rector had a houſe, with thirty 
acres of glebe land, valued at twelve marks; ſoon 
after it was appropriated to the priory 'of Norwich, 


Od ober 24, 1342, for the repairs of the church of 


Norwich, reſerving a penſion of 6s. 8d. per ann. 
and the prior paying fix marks per ann. for a curate 
to ſerve it. 


In the year 1428 the ſpiritualities of the prior, 


Kc. of Norwich, for this church, were valued at 


twelve marks, and are ſaid to belong to the cellarer 


. of the church of Norwich. 


On the diſſolution of the priory and convent of 


Norwich, it was granted in the iſt of Edward VI. 


to the dean and chapter of that church, who are the 


preſent impropriators, and leaſe out the tithes of 


this, and Roxham, an hailet adjoining, belonging 
to the lord of this manor. 


In 160g the curate of Riſton cum Roxham ob- 


© _ ſerves that there were then 33 communicants, 


Wrsr Risron Manor. Hermerus de Ferraris 


held the chief pait of this town, One carucate poſ- 
| ſeſſed 
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ſeſſed by Ketel, a free-man in Edward the Conſeſſors 
time. The whole being four furlongs long, and 
three broad, and paid 4d. to a 208. gelt. 


This lordſhip deſcended from Hermerus to the 
lords Bardolph, with Wormegay*, and was held 
under them by the family of Stradſet; fir Roger de 
Stradſet was lord when an aid was granted to 
Henry III. on the marriage of his ſiſter to che em- 
peror ; many parts of this manor were held under 
the Stradſets, by ſeveral perſons. 


In the 10th of Edward III. licence was granted to 
John de L'Iſle to give the advowſon of this church, 
and the moiety of the advowſon of Fordham, to the 
prior and convent of Norwich, to find a chaplain in 
the ſaid church to pray daily for the ſouls of the 
ſaid John, and Mary his wife, Robert de Ufford, 
and Thomas Roſcelyne, &c. dated April g, at the 
Tower of London; and on Thurſday in Eaſter-week, 
in the next year of the ſaid king, fir Robert de Ben- 
hale, knt. quitted all his claim and right therein to 
the prior, &c. 


In the 33d of Edward III. Henry de Wetyng, ca- 
pellane, and Stephen Talbot, of Fincham, gave to 
the abbey of Weſt Dereham a meſſuage and lands 
here, held of John Hawkyn, by the payment of a 
ſhilling every twenty-four weeks; and the faid John 
held by the knight's ſervice of the lords Bardolph, 
having married Elizabeth, daughter and heir to the 
Stradſets. | | N 


L 3 William 


* Reginald de Warren, lord of Worwegay, in the reign of 
king Stephen, gave the tithes of his manor of Barſale, in this 
town, to Carrowe priory, by Norwich, | 5 
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William Dalling in the 21ſt of Henry VI. gave 
this manor to William Yelverton, ſerjeant at law, 
&c.* in truſt, to be ſettled on William Gylour, and 
Margaret his wife, daughter of Dalling, in tail, with 
lands. in Fordham, Roxham, &c. Walter Gylour 
was lord in the reign of Henry VII. and by a daugh- 
ter of Gylour it came to the Pratis; William Pratt 
was lord, and by his will, dated December 4, 1557, 
deſires to be buried in the church of St. Edmund of 
Downham-Markec, 


The Pratts derive from Robert Pratt, whoſe ſon, 
Edmund. was lord of the manor of Cartes, in 
Hockwold, and dicd in the g4th. of Henry VIII. 
This Edmund married the heireſs of Walter Gylour, 
and John was his ſon and heir, 


William Pratt, ſon of John, by his will. dated as 
above, in 1557, gives this lordſhip, with lands, te- 
nements, &c. in Roxham, Hilgay, Fordham, Den- 
ver, Dowuham, Dercham, and Bexwell, to Gre- 
gory Pratt, of Hockwold, and his heirs male; this 
Gregory was nephew to William, (who died without 
iſſue) and ſon of his brother, Edward Pratt. 


Gregory was lord in 1573, and married Ann, 


daughter and co-heir of William Cocket, eſq. of 


Beſthorpe, in Shropham hundred, by whom he had 
two ſons, Gregory, and Francis. 


Ihe fon of this Gregory was fir Roger Pratt, who 
died lord in 1684, without iſſue. 


Edward Pratt, ſecond for of Edward (brother to 
Gregory) then became heir. at law, He was. of 
Hockwold, and married Dorothy, daughter of Wil- 


liam Cobb, eſq. of Sandringham, and father of 


Edward 
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Pratt, of Honingham, in Suffolk, who, by Urſula his 
wife, daughter of —— Roſſington, of Framingham, 
in Suffolk, was father of Edward Pratt, gent. of Yox- 
ford, in Suffolk, by Emma his wife, daughter of 
— Tifhn, of Crimpleſham, widow of Bex- 
well; he had Edward Pratt, of Woodbridge, in 
Suffolk, who married Mary, daughter of Anthony 
Applethwait, of Ipſwich, and was heir, as we take 
it, to fir Roger Pratt; by Mary he had a ſon and 
heir, the late Roger Prait, eſq. lord of Riſton, 
who by Henrietta, daughter of fir Robert Davers, 
bart, of Ruſhbrooke, in Suffolk, had two ſons, Ed- 
ward and Jermyn; Edward, the eldeſt, married 
a daughter of the late fir Jacob Aſtley, bart. and. is 
now lord of all the manors in Riſton cum Roxham. 


The Rev. Jermyn Pratt is the preſent rector of 
Watlington, in this hundred, 


Warrotr-Harr was held by Barſale of the family 
of Stradſet, and they of lord Bardolph. 


In the reign of Edward II. it received its name 


from the family of Walpool, or Walpole, who chen 
poſſeſſed it. 


John Walſheff poſſeſſed it in the reign of Henry 
VII. In the reign of queen Elizabeth it was in the 
Pratts united to Riſton manor, | 


At the ſurvey the abbot of Ely had ſeized on three 
free-men who held fix acres here, valued at 16d. per 


ann. under protection only; the abbot of Ramſey 
had the ſoc, 


14 415 
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This was held in che time of Edward I. by che fa- 
mily of Beckeſwell, or Bexwell, and continued ſo 
üll it was united to Riſton manor. 


John Eyre, eſq. had a grant of a meſſuage here, 
late belonging to Weſt Dereham abbey, on Sept. 12, 
anno 36, Henry VIII. 


The temporalities of Weſt Dereham abbey were 
aſſe ſſed here in 1428 at gs. 6d. per ann. The ſpi- 
ritualities of the prioreſs of Carrowe at 10s. aud 
the priory of Norwich, in 1428, held the church of 
Riſton, valued at twelve marks, . 


Ihe leet was in ſir Jeffrey Hare; fee 6d. 


Kiſton is a depopulated village.—Ris gives name 
to many towns 3 Riſby, in Suſtolk. and Yorkſhire; 
Riſborough, iu Bucks; Riſſington, in Glouceſter= 
ſhire; and Riſbridge hundred in Suffolk. 


All theſe manors, and a conſiderable eſtate in this 
town, and Roxham, are now in the poſſeſſion of 
Edward Pratt, eſq. who reſides principally at Eaſt 
Dercham, aud is in the commiſlion of the peace. He 
commanded a company in the weſtern battalion of 
Norfolk Militia laſt war, and marched with the regi- 
ment to Port{mouth, 


Riſton-Hall is a handſome modern built houſe, 
ſituated in a park beautifully diſpoſed with loſiy 
timber, and young plantations. It is about two 
miles from Downham; and near to the road which 
Icads from thence to Weſt Dereham, 


ROXHAM, wrote Rocheſham in Doomſday-book, 
a little village or hamlet, -n6Ww conſiſting of two or 


three 
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three farm-houſes, was held partly (at the ſurvey) by 
Rainald, ſon of Ivo, and Hermerus de Ferrariis. 
Rainald's part was held by the Derchams, with other 
lands, as part of his manor in Dercham, which the 
ſaid family held alſo of the earls of Clare, who in- 
herited the poſſeſſions of the aforeſaid Ivo. In the 
ſaid family it continued many years; Thomas 
Dercham was lord in the 21ſt of James I. after this 
it came to the Pratts, of Riſton, where it now re- 
mains, 


Warrote-Hartr. The lords Bardolph held alſo 
lands in this place in capite; William, fon of Her- 
merus de Bexwell, gave, by deed without date, ta 
Henry de Walpool, all his right in lands, with 5 
fiſhery of the Creek's-end, and was part of the manor 
of Walpole, in Riſton, which extended into this 
townſhip; William Barſale had alſo ſome part, or 
ſhare of it, as had John de Weaſenham in the 15th 
of Richard II. who conveyed then to John Fencham 
the fiſhery of Redbeach here, &c. John Walſheff, 
or Walterſhefe, was lord in the reign of Henry VII. 
About the reign of James I. fir Thomas Lovel, and 
Edmund Skipwith, had a right herein; ſoon after it 
came to the Pratts, the preſent poſſeſſor being Ed- 
ward Pratt, elq. 


The abbot of Weſt Dereham had meſſuages and 
lands here, in the tenure of William Carter, given 
September 12, in the 36th of Henry VIII. to John 
Eyre, eſq. aud in the 6th of Elizabeth concealed lands 
and tithes here, and in Barſale, were granted to Ed- 

ward Dyer, and H, Creilener, April 10. 


Lands alſo belonging to Pentney abbey were 
granted September 6, in the 4th and 5th of Philip 
and Mary, to Francis Chaloner, and William Butler. 


The 
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The leet of this town, joined with that of Weſt 
8 was in fir George Hare. — Fee 28. 8d. 


It is probable here was formerly a church, or 
chapel, Riſton cum Roxham reQories being men- 
tioned as part of the revenues of the ſee of Norwich. 


RUNC TON, or Ruxc rox, called South Runc- 
ton, in comradiction to North Runcton, in Freebridge 
Lynn hundred. This village is ſometimes called 
Runcton-Holme; it was given to the abbot and con- 
vent of Bury St. Edmund s, by Alfrick, biſhop of 
Elmham, in the reign of Canute, king of England, 
and the abbot was lord in the Conqueror's time, as 
appears from the account in Doomſday-book. In 
Runcton, St. Edmund held in the Confeſſor's time 
land, &c. always valued at 71. 45. There belonged 
to this manor of Runghetuna a beruit called Ifing- 
hetun“, which lies in another hundred. This whole 
manor was one leuca in length, and five furlongs in 
hreadth, and pays 8d. when the hundred pays 20s. 
to the gelt. Under the invaſions of the abbot we 
find that he held 150 acres, which five free-men held 
in the Confeſſor's time; there were then two caru- 
cates and an half, now two and jour borderers, va- 
lued at 20s, and he claimed it as che king's gift. 


In the ſame village one free-man had half a caru- 


cate, &c. valued at 10s. there were alſo forty-ſix 
acres, &c. valued at «10s, which the abbot had 
ſeized on. 


In the 24th of Henry III. the jury find that the 
abbot of Bury held this manor in pure alms of the 
king, and that it had once been the demeſnes of le. 
veral * the kings of England. | : 
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In the gd of Edward I. the abbot claimed the leet- 
aſſiſe of bread and beer, gallows, waif of his tenants; 
and other privileges in his manors, here, in Holme, 
and Wallington, In the goth of the ſaid king there 
was an extent made (during the vacancy of the abbeyz 
then in the king's hands) by the free tenants and vil» 
lains of this manor, who preſent that there was a ca- 
pital meſſuage. curtilages, &c. with, 198 acres of 
arable land, and ſixteen acres of meadow, value 168 
a meſſuage in Wiggenhall, and a marſh called Hos 
miſlode, land in Wallington called Pallingſlode, a 
toſt called Wammingllod, a windmill, forcy-ewo free 
tenants, ſeveral villains, with their rents arid ſervices 
named, and a fiſhery valued 5s In the g& of Ed» 
ward II. we hnd it firſt wrote South Runcton. | 


It appears from ancient records that the abbot of 
Bury had very large liberties and privileges, not only 
within the bailiwick or franchiſe of St. Edmund: 
which contained eight hundreds and an half, in Sut- 
folk, but alſo in their foreign, or outlying manors, 
via, fines, amerciaments, the year-day, waſte, fcloris; 
and fugitives goods, goods of felo de ſe, and out- 


laws goods, and that Edward III. by his charter, 


dated July 22, in the 4th year of his reign, granted 
the abbots, &c. to have all the liberties which he and 
his predeceſſors had uſed; by virtue of any general 
words in any former grants of the kings, his prede- 
ceſſors. The ſeveral kings whole charters are there 
recited are, Canute, Edward the Confeſſor, Henry I, 
Richard I. John, Henry III. Edward I. &c. 


The abbot and his tenants had a diſcharge from 
contributing to the repairs- of the gutters, banks, &c. 
between Gering's Dam, and Fleming's Hithe, in 
Wallington, as he and his tenants of Runcton had 
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no lands, tenements, or commonage in Watlington ; 
dated Dec. 10, anno 24, Edward 111, 


This manor in a leaſe (dated Aug. 1, in the 8th 
of Henry VI.) of the abbot to Peter Sewale, is 
called Rungton-Roper ; the rent was 271. 138. 6d. per 
ann. all knights fees, the advowſon of the church, 
reliefs, eſcheats, waifs, eſtrays, leet, profit of the 
church, &c. were excepted, and reſerved to the 
abbot, &c, | 


Alfter the diſſolution of the abbey of Bury it re- 
mained in the crown till king Philip and queen 
Mary, in the 4th and 3th of their reign, on the 12th 
of February, granted it to John. Caius, doQor of 
phyſick, and it was given by him to Caius College, 
in Cambridge, in which houſe it till continues. Dr. 
Caius was maſter of the college, and phyſician to 
queen Mary, | 


The temporalities of the abbot of Bury were taxed 
here, in 1428, at 241. 8s. 10d, —of Ramſey, at 16d. 
—and of the prior of Wormegay, here, or at North 
Runcton, at 11. 5s, 11d. 


The leet of this town, Holme, Thorpeland, and 
Wallington, was in ſir George Hare; leet fee toge- 
ther is 48. 


The prior of Broomholm had lands, or a little 
lordſhip here, and in Holme, given by William of 
Runcton-Holme. In 1428 their temporalities here 
were valued at 15s. 'This is now in Chriſt's College, 
Cambridge, and was held by the late fir William 
Brown, M. D. 


The 
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The church of Runcton is dedicated to St. An- 


drew, and was a rectory in the patronage of the ab- 
bot of Bury, given to that abbey, with the manor, 
by Alfrick, biſhop of Elmham; to this village there 
belongs the abbot of Holme, with its chapel, and 
into this the rectors of Runcton are inſtituted with 
the ſaid rectory, The church appears to be a very 
antique pile, built of ragg flone, &c. dug in the 
neighbourhood, and lately repaired with brick in 
many places; it conſiſts of a nave, and a chancel, 
covered with reed; the nave is in length about forty- 
ſeven feet, and in breadth about twenty-one; at the 
welt end, near a window of the gable, (there being 
no tower) hangs a {mall bell. 


At the eaſt end of this nave, on the pavement, 
lies a marble with a braſs plate—To Amye Neve, wife of 
Thomas Neve, gentleman, who died March 2g. An. Dom. 


1697. 


Near to this lies another marble ſtone Stephen 
Edgar, gent. who died fune 28, 1633, aged 43. 


A third—To Ann, the wife of Steþhen Edgar, who 
died Fune 18, An. Dom. 1636. | 


Between this nave and the chancel 1s a Gothic arch 
of great antiquity ; the chancel is antique, and forms 
a ſemicircle, built of ſtone, but repaired with brick, 
it is in length about twenty-four feet, and in breadth 
about ſeventeen. | | 


On the pavement here lies a marble ſtone, in- 
ſcribed—To Eſter Edgar, the ſecond wife of Stephen 
Edgar, gent. and daughter of Robert Carter, of Nor- 
wich, merchant, who died September 11, An. ſal tis 


16 
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1639. Annoq; Flatis ſue 20. Here alſo lyeth buried 
her two daughters, who died young. | 


On another Tomas Neve, gent. who died Fuly 18, 
An. ſalutis 1639, Annog; Altatis ſue 63. 


In 1301 Robert de Ereſwell was preſented by the 
* abbot and convent of Bury: licence granted to this 
rector to ſerve one Sunday at Runcton, the next at 
- "Wallington chapel, and the third at Holme chapel. 


Edmund Habirgent, rector of Runcton, by his will, 
dated the Monday after the Epiphany, 1416, deſires 
to be buried in the church here, bequeaths to the 
church of Runcton Holme 20s. to the chapel of 
Helme 20s. to the chapel of Wallington 20s. and 
gives a purple cloth for a covering of the ſepulchre 
of our Lord. 955 


Ralph Harlyng (abbot and convent of St. Ed- 
mund's Bury) batchelor of decrees, rector of Runc- 
ton with its chapels annexed, being very ſickly and 
aged, and alſo blind, reſigned to us; and we, who 
preſent John Seman, of Stradeſhull, was obliged to 
pay Harlyng a penſion of ſeven marks per ann. 
during his life. | 


Roger Lane, rector, wills in 1488 to be buried in 
the church of St. James, of Holme, before the image 
of St. Mary, gives to its repair 6s. 8d. and the ſame 
ſum to the repair of St. Andrew, of Runcton, and 
St. Margaret, of Wallington. 


In the 6th year of Edward VI. on the 18th of 
December, that king gave the advowſon of this church, 
and the chapels belonging, to Edward lord Clinton, 
and Henry Herdſon, of London; afterwards it came 


to 


MY: — — — 
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„to judge Gawdy, &c. Robert Morley occurs 
rector about che year 1560, of whom archbiſhap 
Parker certifies, ** Dus. Rob. Morley, preſbiter non con- 
jugatus, ſalts docius, reſidet, hoſhitalis, ihidem, non pre- 
dicat nec licentiatus, nullum altud. | 


In 160g the rector returned one hundred and two 


communicants. 


The preſentation has paſſed through many hands; 
and in 1778 the Rev. Philip Bell was preſented to 
the conſolidated rectory of RunQon-Holme, with 
. Wallington, by his brother Henry Bell, wy of Wal- 
lington. 


This rectory is now valued in the king's books at 
12l. and pays firſt fruits, &c. , 


The old value in 1304, with the chapel of Holme, 
was twenty- ſix marks, Peter-pence 18d. The hoſpi- 
tal of our Saviour, at Bury, had a portion of tithe, 
valued. at 6s. 8d. per ann. and the rector had _ 
acres of glebe land. 


The village of South Runcton lies on the road 
leading from Downham to Lynn, and the church, 
which ſtands on an eminence, is ruinous. | 


Hol Mk is an hamlet belonging to Runcton, and 
to the lordſhip of the abbat of Bury, and takes us 
name from its low and moiſt ſituation. The rector 
had here &ighty acres of land, here was baptiſm and 
burial, and was valued with Runcton. 


_ Caſſandra de Holme had lands here in the 12th of 
Henry III. and the lady Aſabella, relict of fir James 
. Maſkerall 
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Maſkerall. knt. quit- claimed her right in a meſſuage 
in Holme to ſir Philip de Eya, by deed without date. 


TtrTLesHate Manor took its name from a family 
ſo called, and was probably poſſeſſed before that by 
the family of de Holme; Odo de Holme Rungton 

St. Edmund's, by deed without date, gave lands 
here to John de Tiileſhale, performing homages and 
certain ſervices. It was after this poſſeſſed by the 
Truſbutts, &c. In the 2d of Henry VI. Henry 
Warner, of Watlington, conveyed to Laurence Truſ- 
butt, of Shouldham, a meſſuage, forty-one acres, 
-and 14s. rent in this town, Thorpeland, Walling- 
ton, &c. ; 


The Truſbutts were an antient family, and bore 
gyrony of 8, azure and ermin. Richard Truſbutt 
was living in the reign of Henry III. and John, his 
ſon, lived at Shouldham in that of Edward I. 


We do not mean to enter into a genealogical de- 
tail of this family, but only mention ſuch circum- 
ſtances as appear intereſting. 


Thomas Truſbutt, eſq. of Runcton-Holme, by 
his will, dated December g1, 1451, was buried in 
the church of Runcton-Holme. He poſſeſſed this 
manor and lands, &c. in Wallington, Thorpeland, 
Watlington, Tottenhill, Stow, Fincham, &c. alſo in 
Shouldham and Marham, TT i 


John Truſbutt, eſq. his ſon and heir, left by Eli- 
zabeth his wife (who ſurvived him, and married 
Nicholas Girlington) Jane, a daughter and heir, who 
by marriage brought this lordſhip to Thomas Colt, 
eſq. of Grey s-hall, in Cavendiſh, Suffolk, who was 


chancellar of the exchequer, one of the privy _ 
x C 
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cil to Edward IV. and dying about the 12th of 
that king, was buried at Cavendiſh ; his widow, Jane, 
re-married to Sir William Parr, and dying anno 13 
of the ſaid king, left John Colt, eſq. of New. ball. in 
Eſſex, her ſon and heir, in ward to Sir William, 
who, it the firſt of Henry VII. had livety of this 


manor. 


Denrge Colt, eſq. in the 20th of Elizabeth, con- 
veyed it to Thomas Shouldham, eſq. from whom it 
came to Judge Gawdy. In the qgth of James I. 
Richard Godbould, of Fincham, was a truſtee ſor 
-1t, and-it afterwards tame to the Botelers. — Bote- 
ler, eſq. fold it to James Vernon, eſq. commiſſioner of 
the excile, (brother to admiral Vernon) who was lord 
in 1750; and the right hon. Francis Vernon, lord 
Orwell, created earl of Shipbrooke of the kingdom 

Ireland in 1777, is now lord of Holme. 


The Truſbutts were a family of good account. 
Agatha Truſbutt was wife of William de Albiney, 
earl of Suſſex, and lord of Riſing Caſtle: ſhe paid 
king John, at Lynn, in his chamber, an hundred 
marks of ſilver (a fine for his being in arms with the 
barons) on Tueſday after the feaſt of St. Dennis, in 
the 18th year of that king, —Teſte Rege ap. Lenn. 
11 Oct. This was but eight days before the _—_ 5 
- death, 


The chapel of Holme is dedicated to St. James, 
and is an old building, having a ndve and a chancel 
built of ragg- ſlone, and covered with reed. At the 
caſt end of the nave, which is about fifty-two feet 
in lengeh, lies a marble grave-ſtone, but the braſſes 
are all reaved, probably in memory of Laurenge 
Truſbutt, eſq. At the weſt end is a four· quare tower, 
the lower part of ragg-ſtone, and quoins of free- 

M ſlone, 
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ſtone, the upper part (where it has decayed) is of 
brick, and embattled, in which hang three bells. 
The chancel is about twenty-four feet in length, and 
fifteen in breadth. 

On the pavement, near the north wall, lies a 
marble grav.-ſtone, with the arms of Webb, —Here- 


under lieu interred the body of Lloyd Webb, ſon of 


Thomas Webb, eſq. and Elizabeth his wife, who departed 
this life the goth day of April, Anno Salutis, 1712, 
Alats ſue 16. | 


A little higher on the ſaid pavement, a marble 
ſtone with the arms of Jenkin, impaling Hatfield : — 
To Suſanna, the daughter of William Hatfeld, of Lynn, 
and wife of the Rev. Henry Fenkin, reftor, who died 
Zan. 7, 1713, aged 46. 


In a ſmall ſquare marble ſtone near the middle of 
the area, 
R. I. 
„ 
Obt. Apr. 7. At. 70. 
S. I. R. I. 
Nov. 17. Decr. 22- 
Infantes Utriq; tenelli, 1727. 


Againſt the ſouth wall is a little mural monument 
of ſtone, ornamented with cherubims, and the arms 
of Jenkin, and on a black marble tablet in the centre, 
in letters of gold, is an inſcription to- Roberti Fenkn, 
obt, mo. Die Aprilts, Ano, Dni. 1727, lat. 70, 


This, as has been obſerved, is a chapel in the 
pariſh of Runcton, but had antiently the privilege 
of burial and baptiſm. The image of St. Chrilio- 


pher, in this chapel, is mentioned in 1442. A 
Dy . n 
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On the gd of June, 1631, we find John Pullock 
inſtituted to this chapel, or church, on the death of 
the rector of Runcton, and preſented by Robert earl 
of Warwick; and on the 3iſt of May, in the ſaid 
year, Thomas Eales was inſtituted rector of Runc- 
ton, but we find only this ſingle inſtitution. 


Holme church ſtands in a church-yard ſurrounded 
by the common, and within a mile of the river 
Ouſe. It being annexed to South Runcton, has the 
ſame patron and rector. 


SHOULDHAM, fo called from a ſhallow little 
ſtream of water that runs through the town, thus 
Scole, Sculthorp, Scoulton, in Norfolk, &c*, In 
Doomſday-book it is wrote Sculdeham. 


Rainald, ſon of Ivo, had a grant of a lordſhip 
held by Turchill, in the reign of the Conſeſſor, con- 
taining land, &c. valued then at 608. and at the ſurvey 
at 40s. and 6d. Here were alſo, in the Confeſſor's 
time, ten frece- men, with lands valued then at 6s. at 
the ſurvey at 16s. Wihenoc (a dependent of Rai- 
nald) had feized on them for his maſter, and Ralph 
held it under Rainald, 


This lordſhip, with others, came to the earls of 
Clare, and Glouceſter. 


SHouLDHaM Priory Manor. Jeffrey Fitz-piers, 
earl of Eſſex, held it of the honor of Clare, in the 
reign of king John, and on his founding a priory in 
this town, ſettled it an that houſe, and the prior, 
in the reign of Henry III. held here and in Wat- 
lington one knight's fee, and the moiety of a fee of 
the carl of Clare, 

M 2 In 


* Parkin, 
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In the gd of Edward I. the prior claimed many 
royal privileges, and in his th year a writ was directed 
to the barons of the exchequer, reciting, that the 
| maſter and priors of the orders of Sempringham (of 
which order this convent was) had many privileges 
granted to them by the king's predeceſſors, and had 
| been diſturbed in uſing them; on this account the 
barons were ordered to have their charters read, and 

allowed in court. 


On the diſſolution of this priory, it came to Henry 
VIII. anno 1539, and remained there fome time; in 
the 34th of that king, the rent of aſſiſe of this ma- 
nor was 1ol. 10s. per ann.—Perquiſites of court 
2l. 1s. 3d.—Lands farmed lett at 181. 48. 3d. —Fotd- 
courſe 10]. per ann. 


Edward VI. anno 7, May 6, granted it to Thomas 
Mildmay, eſq. of Moulſham, in Eſſex, and fir 1 ho- 
mas Mildmay, his fon, ſold it January 12, anno $0 
Elizabeth, io Francis Gawdy, eſq. ſerjeant at law, 
&c. and came by his grand-daughter to Robert Rich, 
earl of Warwick. In 1632, fir Thomas Barrington, 
bart. fir William Marſham, and fir Nathaniel Rich, 
truſtees of the ſaid earl, conveyed it to fir John 
Hare, knt. of Stow-Bardolph, in which family it 
remains, fir George Hare, bart. being the late lord, 
in 1763, | , | 


TruvszUTT's and Corr's Maxon. Ralph lord 
Bainard, at the ſurvey, had a grant of a lordſhip 
on the deprivation of Ailid, a free woman, who was 
alſo deprived of many other manors. This conſiſted 
of two carucates in demeſne, and two among the 
tenants, &c. two churches endowed with ſeventy- 
three acres, valued at 6s. 1d. the whole valued at 


71. In the other Shouldham, which ſhews that here 


N 
4 
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was Shouldham Magna and Parva, Ailid had two 
carucates in demeſne, &c. and a ſalt pit“; one caru- 
cate among the tenants, &c. then valued at 1008. at 
the ſurvey at 81. All Shouldham is one leuca long, 
andvhalf a one broad, and paid 129. at a 208. gelt. 


This was the largeſt, or the chief lordſhip of this 
town, and on the rebellion of William lord Bai- 
nard, againſt Henry I. being forfeited, came aſter 
to the carls of Clare, and was held of them by Jef- 
frey Fitz-piers, earl of Effex, and fo came to Should- 
ham priory, Roger Truſbutt had an intereſt in it 
in 1255. 


In the reign of Henry III. Adam de Botefoy, 
John, his ſon, Robert de Radon Kc. held lands 
by knight's ſervice of the prior; after this John 
Truſbutt gave the church of Shouldham All Saints 
to the prior; and John de Fincham and Thomas 
Rede, fold to Nicholas Truſbutt, of Shouldham, 
lands and meſſuages; John Lok and John Rede, 
burgeſſes of Lynn, conv eyed meſſuages to them wich 
many lands, and 8s, rent, I homas Truſbutt, eig. 
dying i 1.1451, left it to his fon William, who dying 
without iſſue, it came to Jane his niece, daughter 
and heir of John Truſbutt, his elder brother, who 
married J homas Colt, elq. and George Colt, eſq. 
in the 29th of Elizabeth, fold it to Thomas Should- 
ham, eſq. who ſoon aſter conveyed it to Judge 
Gawdy, and ſo came to the carl 'of Warwick and 
10 ſir John Hare, and was united to the priory 
«Manor, | | 


- Snovtnnavs Maxon, in Shouldham and Marham. 
About a mile ſouth-eaſt of the town of Shouldham 
M 3 ſlauds 


* This ſalt pit probably was at Lynn, where this lord had a 
t pit, 
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ſtands an antique hall of free-ſtone ; the ſouth part 
of it is in the pariſh of Shouldham, and the north 

art of it in Marham. This was the antient ſeat of 
the old family of de Shouldham, lords of this ma- 
nor; Sir William de Shouldham was lord ir the 


34th of Henry III. 


The abbey of Caſtle-Acre had two parts of the 
tithes of the demeſne of Simon de Shouldham con- 
firmed to them by the biſhop of Norwich, about 
1260; this Simon was a knight. Walter biſhop of 
Norwich, about 1250, gave licence to him and his 
heirs to have a free chantry in his chapel, founded 
by conſent of the prior and convent of Weſtacre, 
patrons of the vicarage, and rectors of Marham. 


In 1936, the prior received an horſe as a princi- 
pal on the death of Alice, the wife of Reyner de 
Shouldham, (buried at Marham) ſhe dying in the 
manſion-houſe of Reyner, and in the limits or pa— 
Tiſh of the church of Shouldham All Saints, which 
limits (as it expreſſed) reach from a moiety of the 
ſaid houſe, or meſſuage, towards the ſouth, 


In 1413, John Shouldham, eſq. was lord, and 
performed homage to the prior, in the chapter houſe 
of the priory, on Sunday before the feaſt of St. Si- 
mon and Jude, in theſe words, —* Here I become 
*« yeoman from this time forth, and truth ſhall you 
* bear, and never arm again you in land of peace, 
„nor of war, for lands and tenements which I 
claim to hold of you by knight's ſervice, ſo help 
me God and holy Dom.” This John was one of 
thole gentlemen of antient coat armour who were 
returned to ſerve Henry V. in his wars, An. 7. 


Thomas 
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Thomas Shouldham, eſq. was his ſon and heir; 


he lived at Watlington, and was there buried in 
1467. Thomas Shouldham, of Marham, eſq. his 
ſon and heir, married Ela, daughter and coheir of 
William Narburgh, of Narburgh, eſq. who after- 
wards married Henry Spelman, eſq. and died lord 


in 1472. 


Humphrey Shouldham, eſq. married, in the 3d 
and 4th of Philip and Mary, Ann, daughter of 
William Yelverton, eſq. of Rougham, and dying in 
1366, left Ann, his daughter and ſole heir, who 
married John Stuart, eſq. ſon of Simeon Stuart, of 
Lakenheath, in Suffolk, which John died in the 2d 
of James I. February 16th, lord of this manor, and 
left iſſue John lord of Braughing, in Hertfordſhire. 
Francis, his fon, married Roberta, daughter and co- 
heir of Richard Hoo, eſq. of Scarning, in Laun- 
ditch, and was father of Hoo Stuart, eſq. who con- 
veyed this lordſhip to the Bedingfields. 


Daniel Bedingfield, eſq. and Edmund Bedingfield, 
recorder of Lynn, were lords. Edmund dying with- 
out iſſue, gave it to his nephew Chriſtopher Beding- 
field, eſq. of Wighton, in North Greenhoe, who 
leaving three daughters and co-heirs, conveyed it to 


fir Thomas Hare, bart, of Stow-Bardolph. 


In ſome old writings the town is called Market- 
Shouldham, and there was a conliderable grammar 
ſchool. In 1462, the biſhop granted to John Elve- 
don, L.L.B. the maſterſhip of it. There are two 
fairs kept yearly for horſes, cows, &c. on Septem- 
ber 8, and Michaelmas-day, old ſtile, i. e. September 


19, and October 10. 


The leet was in the Hare family; the fee 28. 
M 4 SHOULDHAM 
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Snourpuau Priony, The priory of Shonldham 
was founded by Jeſlrey Fitz-piers, earl of Ellex, aud 
dedicated to the Holy Crols and the Bleſſed Virgin, 
for a prior, canons, aud nuns of the order of St. 
Gilbert of Sempringham, who endowed the {aid 
houſe with the manor of Shouldham, and its mem— 
bers © in Caneham, Wyrham, Wrotton, Boketon, 
Stokeferry, Carboyſthorp, Folton, Stradſet, Loten— 
hille, Watlyngton, Wallyngton, Bekeſwell. Fordham, 
Welle, Wygenhale, Seche, Sadlebowe, Clenchwar- 
ton, Low, and Wrangle,” excepting one hundred and 
twenty acres of demeſne, arable lands, a capital meſ- 
ſuage, with gardens, a park, and paſlure for one 
hundred ſheep, and ten cows, the homage and ſer-— 
vice of his free tenants in Shouldham, which he 
kept in his own hands; and by the conſent of John 
biſhop of Norwich he alſo gave and appropriated 
to them the churches of All Saints, and St. Marga- 
ret's, in Shouldham, the churches of Carbyſthorpe, 
Stokeferry, and Wyrham, with their appurtcnances, 
which he held of Richard earl of Clare. The ori- 
ginal deed of gift being in Dugdale's Monaſticon 
Anglican, we ſhall not here tranſcribe it, but only ob- 
ſerve, that the witneſſes to it were, Hubert archbi- 
ſhop of Canterbury, biſhop of Norwich, Walter, 
abbot of Waltham, Roger Bigot, &c. by which it 
appears that it was founded betore the year 1201, in 
which year Walter the abbot died, 


The founder had theſe eſtates in deſcent by his 
wife, whoſe grandfather married Beatrix, ſiſter to 
Jefirey Mandeville, earl of Eſſex, in whole right the 
ſaid Jeffrey Fitz-piers (the family of Mandeville be- 
ing extinct) was, on the coronation of king John, 
created earl of Eſſex, and held many great lordſhips. 
This Jeffrey was a perſon of great power and autho- 
rity in that age, and chief juſticiary of — and 
| , ying 
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dying on the 2d of October, 1212, was buried in 


this priory, where, on the foundation of it, he had 
removed the body of his wife who died in child bed, 
and was buried at fir!t in the priory of Chickſand. 
in Bedfordſhire. —His character in hiſtory is agreca- 
ble to his ſtation: his death is ſaid to be the 
general loſs of the whole nation, being a firm pillar 
thereof, generous, and ſkilful in the laws, and 
allied to all the great men of England, either in 
blood or friend{hip, fo that king John feared him 
above all mortals fer 'twas he that held the reins of 
government, and after his death the realm was like 
a ſhip tolt in a tempeſt without a pilot, Hollinglhed 
ſays that this epitaph was inſcribed on his monu- 
ment : 


Hoc in ſarcopliago ſepelttur Regis Imago, 

Qui moriens, multum ſedavit in orbe tumultum 
Ft cui corredla dum-vixit probra manebant, 

Hunc mala poſt mortem timor eft ne ſata ſequantur 
Qui legis hac metuens, dum cernts te moriturum 
D, N quid rerum pariat tibi meta dierum.” 


The ſaid Jeffrey Fitz-piers, earl of Eſſex, gave to 
this priory in pure alms, to find lights in the church 
of the priory, and wine to conſecrate the body and 
blood of our Saviour, twelve ſhops, with rooms 
over them, in the pariſh of St. Mary of Colechurch, 
in London, Jeffrey, his ſon and heir, allumed the 
name of Mandeville, and was earl of Effex, and died 
without | iſſue. William de Mandeville, carl of 
Eſſex, ſecond fon of the ſounder, confirmed the gift 
of his father, and gave to this houſe all the mel- 
ſuage and demcfne Jands, lomages, and ſervices of 
free tenants, which his ſather reſerved and kept in 
his own hands, and was buried at Shouldham. 


Roger 
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Roger earl of Clare” confirmed the ſame, as capi- 
tal lord of the fee, ſaving to himſelf and his heirs 
the ſervice of one knight's fee and an half, and ſuit 
of court once a year at Clare, by the prior or his 
attorney. Several ſmaller benefactions were added 
10 this foundation, 


The patronage of this priory continued in the 
eldeſt branch of the founder's family till the death 
of William de Mandeville, carl of Eſſex, ſecond 
ſon of the founder, by his firſt wife Beatrix, in the 
29d of Henry III. who was buried (as his elder 
brother had been) in this priory; and then it de- 
ſcended to the ſecond branch of the founder's fa- 
mily, by his ſecond wife Aveline, and his great 
grandſon (by the ſaid Aveline) Richard; Lord Fitz- 
John dying without Hue, in France, in the 25th of 
Edward I. it came to William de Beauchamp, earl 
of Warwick, who married Maud, eldeſt ſiſter and 
co-heir of the ſaid Richard. 


In Wiggenhall this houſe held ſixty-four acres of 
paſture, which was given, at the diſſolution, by Ed- 
ward VI. to Roger Le-Strange, and in Wiggenhall 
St. Peter they had a manor, valued in 1428 at 
10l. 5s. 1d. per ann. which, in the gd and 4th of 
Philip and Mary, was given to fir John Perrot, knt. 


In the 12th of Edward I. a fine was levied, by 
which Richard de Brandon, and Agnes his wife, 
gave to the prior of Shouldham lands in South 


Lynn. 


William Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, who mar- 
ried Maud, the eldeſt ſiſter and co-heir of Richard 
lord Fitz-John, is ſaid by fir William Dugdale to 


bave two daughters, nuns, in this houſe, at his death; 
| and 
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and the ſaid author aſſerts, that Guy, eldeſt fon to 
Thomas earl of Warwick, by his laſt will, dated 
September 26. iu the 33d of Edward III. gave the 
church of Necton, in Norfolk, in his patronage, to 
be appropriated to the monaſtery of Shouldham for 
the maintenance of Catherine and Elizabeth, nuns 
there, during their lives : but this is a miſtake; for the 
rectory of Necton was appropriated to Weſtacre 
priory, and not Shouldham, and the account is 
faulty. . 


Henry duke of Warwick dying in 1446, and his 
daughter and heir, Ann, dying a minor, the patron- 
age of this priory came to Richard Neville, the great 
earl of Warwick, by the marriage of Ann, ſiſter and 
ſole heir to the aforeſaid duke; and after the death of 
this earl, Ann, his counteſs, conveved the patronage 
of this houſe, together with many lordſhips, to 
Henry VII. in the gd year of his reign, and it re- 
mained in the crown at the diſſolution. 


This priory being of the order of St. Gilbert, it 
may not be improper to give ſome paſſat account of 
the founder and order. This Gilbert was born at 
Sempringham, in Lincolnſhire, his father's name was 
Jocelinus, of Norman extraction, and having large 
poſſeſſions there, ſent his fon into France for the im- 
provement of his learning, and on his return home 
was preſented by his father to the churches of Sem- 
pringham, in Lincolnſhire, and Terrington, in Nor- 
folk. After this he was chaplain to Alexander biſhop 
of Lincoln, by whom he was ordained prieſt. About 
this time he became exemplary for his picty, deſpiſed 
all wordly honors, &c. and refuſed to be an arch- 
deacon in the church of Lincoln. He flouriſhed in 
the reign of Henry I. and in that reign began his or- 
der in this manner: Seven young virgins, moved by 

his 
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his devotion, voluntarily left the world, and confined 
themſelves in a ſolitary habitation adjoining to the 
north wall of the church of Sempringham, ſubmitting 
to his government and direction. Their apartment 
had but one door, which was kept locked, and their 
diet and relief they received in at a window; for the 
alliſtance of theſe Gilbert appointed certain lay ſiſters, 
and for the outward ſervice of the houſe certain lay 
brothers; from this beginning this order encreaſed to 
many monalleries, and pope Eugenius appointed him 
the maſter, or governor of the order. To aſſiſt him 
in the office of ſuperinſpection he appointed clerks, 
who were to take part of the care of the government 
of his nunneries, and this was the original of the 
canons of this order. Theſe canons were to live in 
a ſeparate habitation, and never to have any accels to 
that of the nuns, unleſs. for the admirnſtration of 
ſome ſacrament, and that before many witneſſes, but 
the fame church was to ſerve for both. Yet had they 
two rules; the canons that of St. Auguſtine, the 
nuns that of St, Benedict. 


This Gilbert is celebrated by monkiſh hiſtorians 
for his great abſtinence, ſanctity. and other auſteri- 
ties of life, but yet he could not eſcape the cenſures 
and ſcandals of ſome of his own lay brethren, which 
indeed were unavoidable in ſuch a mixcd ſociety and 
order, but his innocence and merit was certified by 
almoſt all the biſhops of England, and by Henry II. 
himſelf. He lived above an hundred years, died 
in 1189, and was buried at Sempringham, in the 
preſence of all the priors and prioreſſes of his order, 
ſeveral other abbots, and noble perſons, &. Many 
miracles are by the Romiſh votaries ſaid to be 
wrought Aren his interceſſion; an enquiry into the 
truth of them was made at Sempringham, in 1201, 
before certain commiſſioners appointed by Hubert 
bem archbiſhop 
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archbiſhop of Canterbury, and after that by papal 


authority ; the reſult of which was, the canonization 
of Gilbert, and the inſerting his name in tae catd- 
logue of the Romiſh ſaints, in 1202. e 


This order maintained its credit ſor ſome time, but 
at length theſe epicene, or hermaphrodite monaſteries, 
(as they have been called) of men and women, ſo 
degenerated, that a poet ſays of them 


Vix mulier quævis ſlerilis referitur in illis, 
Donec eis ætas lalia poſſe neget. | 


There's ſcarce a nun that's barren ſound, 


Till fixty years ſhe's ſtood her ground. 


The founder, Gilbert, beitig thus canonized, 
his order grew great, and ſwelled with ſingular 
privileges from temporal princes, as well as the ſee 
of Rome. King John took all the houſes of this 
order, their men, ſervants, &c. into his immediate 
protection, made them free from all toll, tribute, 
Kc. as appears by a very particular charter. Pope 
Innocent, by his bull, privileged them that they 
ſhould not be carried above two davs journey from 
their own priory by letters from the ſee of Rome, 
on any cauſe or account whatſoever, and pope Lu- 
cius exempted them from the payment of tithe, 


The prior had a charter for free warren in the 33d 
of Henry III. in all his demeſne lands. 


The nuns of the church of St. Mary, of Shonld- 
ham, had a confirmation of their privileges in the 
38th of Edward III. and had temporalities in Nor- 
wich, taxed 4d. ob. q. for tenths, in 1428. 

But 
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But theſe mighty privileges could not ſcreen them 
from the general diſſolution in the reign of Henry 
VIII. for on the 15th of October. 1534, Robert 
Swift, the prior, with nine canons, and ſeven nuns, 
ſurrendered this houſe into the king's hands, valued 
then at 1711. 6s. 8d. per ann, as Speed; and as Dug- 
dale, 1g8l. 18s. 1d. 


At which time the king was pleaſed to grant pen- 
ſions to them for their annual ſubſiſtence. 


On the diſſolution John Holme, John More, and 
Richard Fuller, canons, confeſſed, and were found 
to be incontinent.— Ioan Plumſtead, peperit ante in- 
troitum. Marg. Pemberton, peperit ex preſbytero. 
Compend. Comportor. 


This priory being thus ſurrendered into the king's 
hands, it remained in the crown till Edward VI. on 
the 6th of May, in the 7th year of his reign, ſold 
(as has been obſerved) the manor of this town, and 
the ſcite of this diſſolved priory, with all the meſ- 
ſuages, grainges, &c. belonging to it in Shouldham, 
for 1049]. 9s. 4d.4 to Thomas Mildmay, eſq. and 
by fir Thomas, his fon, it was fold, in the goth of 
Elizabeth, to judge Gawdy, and ſo deſcended to the 
earl of Warwick, and came to fir John Hare, fir 
George Hare, bart. being the late lord and owner, 


The ſeal of this priory was oblong, of red wax, 
the impreſs was of the Bleſſed Virgin, ſtanding on the 
right ſide of the ſhield, and on the left an angel, 
with his right wing elevated above his ſhoulder, and 
the left wing depreſſed, having a ſcroll before them, 
(probably the words of the ſalutation) the legend 
Sigillum prioris et conventus de Shuldham, 

Beſides 


We 
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Beſides the churches appropriated to this priory by 
the founder, they had the rectory of Stanford, in 
Grimſhoe hundred, in 1301, the gift of William de 
Mortimer, of Attleburgh, and a vicar was then ſet— 
tled, whom the prior and convent preſented, and the 


biſhop af Norwich nominated. 
Fincham St. Martin, in Clackcloſe: the rectory 


was appropriated to this houſe in 1350, and a vicar 
ſettled, alſo a penſion was paid by the prior and con- 
vent of 26s, Ed. per ann. to the biſhop, and the vicar 
to be preſented by the prior and convent; this was 


the gift of the lord Bardolph. 


Caſtor Holy Trinity, in Eaſt Flegg, appropriated 
in 1387, on July 10, given by the lord Bardolph, 
and a vicarage ſettled, to which the prior preſented, 
and the biſhop nominated, 


The temporalities of the prior and convent in 
Shouldham were valued at gel. 138. 3d. ob. in the 
year 1428; and the ſpiritualities in Shouldham All 
Saints, and St. Margaret, at ſixteen marks and an 


half. 


The ſum of all their ſpiritualities and temporali- 
ties in the county of Norfolk was valued in the ſaid 
year at 1811. 1s. 6d. q. 


The ſpiritualities of the abbot of Weſtminſter, a 
portion of tithe here, in 1428, 11. 10s. 


SHouLDHaM ALL Saints, At this time there is 
but one church ſtanding in Shouldham, at the caſt 
end of the town iu the fields, which, as we conceive, 
is the church of All Saints. It conſiſts of a nave, in 
length about ſixty- nine feet, and in breadth about 


twenty= 
* 
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twenty four; on the ſouth {ide of this nave is a {all 
chapel, about ſiſteen feet in length, and ten in 
breadth ; in a window there are ſome remains of a 
ſhield, Weaſenham.—This chapel was probably de- 
dicated to the Virgin Mary; for mention is made of 
that chapel in the church of All Saints, in Should- 
ham, in 1304. At the caſt end of this nave is the 
chancel, ' about thirty-four feet in length, and 
twenty-five in. breadth ; the roof of this is of oak, as 
is that of the nave, which is boarded between the 
ſpars, and covered with recd. At the weſt end of 
the nave ſtands a four-{quate broad tower of ragg- 
ſtone, &c. with which the church is byilt, coped 
with quoins of free-ſtone, and embattled with brick ; 
in this tower hang four bells. —On the top of the 
welt wall of the church yard, near the tower, lie ſe- 
veral large grave-ſtoges, probably brought from the 
abbey, at, or fince the diſſolution, and ſerve for 
coping ſtones to preſerve the wall; on theſe are the 
inſignia of a knight templar; the croſs patise on the 
head of a ſtatt, | N 


I be church was appropriated, as has been ob- 
ſerved, to che priory of Shouldham in the reign of 
king John; in the beginning of the reign of Edw. I. 
we find that the prior then held it; and received all 
che tithes, as well great as ſmall, from ſixty houſes 
belonging to it, the houſes of Simon de Dulyngham, 
and Stephen de Shuldham, being excepted, out of 
. whoſe demetnes the prior of Callle-Acre took two 
garbs, and the prior of Shouldham the third garb. 
Peterpence $d. It was then valued, together with the 
church of St. Margaret, aud Caſtle-Acre portion, at 
ſixteen marks. 


In 


i 
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In 1604 Richard Harriſon ſerved the cure, when 
there were 192 communicants here, and in Gar- 
boiſthorpe, alias Shouldham-Thorpe. 


Sr. Marcartr's, Snourp hau. The ſcite of this 
church is at preſent unknown; it is probable that 
it fel] about the diſſolution of the priory: that it was 
ſtanding in 1319, appears from the will of John 
Ryches, who * bequcaths his body to be buried in 
the church of St. Margaret, at Shouldham,” dated 1ſt 
of March, in the laid” year, This church was alſo 
appropriated to the priory and convent, who re- 
ceived all the tithes great and ſmall. Both the 
churches were ſerved by one of their canons, or 
ſome ſtipendiary prieſt, till the diſſolution, when they 
came to the crown. and from Edward VI. to Thomas 
Mildinay, afterwards to Gawdy, Rich, and Hare; and 
the late fir George Hare, as lord of Shouldham, &c. 
had both the impropriations, and found a curate for 
the pariſh; it was valued with All Saints. Peter- 
pence bd. 


There were anciently in the church of Shouldham 
(but which church is not mentioned) theſe ſhields 
and arms: Scales; Beaucham, quartering Clare, 
Neville, and Montague; Monthermer with a label, 
azure ; Sable a chevron, argent, quartereth the lord 
Spencer; Walkfare; Waeaſcnham; ITrulbutt; aud 
Sey. i | 


The village of Shouldham is 0 tuated about one 
mile eaſt of the turnpike road from London, ninety- 
hve miles; to Lynn-Regis, ſeven miles; and is a 
populous and extenhve townſhip. 


The coumty round it is very open, and, excepting 
the marll grounds, is of a light, but fertile ſoil. 


N The 
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The Rev. Joſeph Forby is curate of the conſolidated 
churches of Shouldham All Saints, and St. Margaret ; 
and fir Thomas Harris, knt. of Finchley, in Middle- 
ſex, in right of his marriage with a fiſter and co- 
heireſs of the Hare family, is now lord and patron. 
The other ſiſter and coheireſs married the lately de- 
ceaſed Thomas Moore, D. D. who had Stow-Bar- 
dolph, Wimbottiſham, Downham, &c. in her right. 


SHOULDHAM-THORPE. In the Grand Sur- 
vey, or Doomſday-book, it 1s called Carboiſthorp, 
from a clear ſtream of water, or rivulet, ariſing here, 
and running to Fincham, &c. thus, Carbroke, and 
Bo Iſſe, a winding water, as Hobois, Boethorp, or 
Beſthorpe, &c.* 


Hermerus de Ferrariis, lord of Wormegay, had 
ſeized on eighty acres of land, &c. poſleſted by eleven 
free-men, and the moiety of another, with a borderer 
and three carucates, valued at 17s. and the moiety 
of the church endowed with fixteen acres, valucd 


at 12d. 


In the reign of Henry III. Alexander le Moyne, or 
Monk. &c. held it of the lord Bardolph, baron of 
Wormegay, and after him the Ruſſels. In the gth 
of Edward II. Nicholas Ruſſel held it, and paid 
yearly a pair of gloves. Ralph Ruſſel was lord in 
the 20th of Richard II. Nicholas Seman, and John 
Sewel kept their court here in the 19th of Hen. VIII. 
after this it came to the Harpleys; Thomas Harpley, 


junior, of this town fold it to the Gawſells. Thomas 
| | Gawſell, 


*Parkin. Where the Rev. author ſaw this clear and winding 
ſtream of water we acknowledge ourſelves at a loſs to determine, 
That there is a rivulet which runs by Fincham is certain, but it 
does not rife at Shouldham-Thorpe, 


Sand SD £A ww  . 
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Gawſell, and Richard Godbold, held their firſt court 
on April 10, anno 8 Elizabeth; and William Butts, 
gent. kept his firſt court Sept. 27, anno 11 Eliza» 
beth. William Butts, his father, married Urſula, 
reli of Richard Gawſell, efq. of Watlington, and 
preſented to that church in her right, in 156g. 


William Butts, eſq. by his will, dated March 21, 
1624, was buried in this charch, near to his mother, 
his father was alſo buried here. On his death the 
eſtate came to his brother, Leonard,*who conveyed it 
to fir John Hare, and was lately poſſeſſed by fir George 
Hate, bart. deceaſed. 


Another part of Hermerus's fee was held by' a 
family that aſſumed their name from this town. 


In the 54th of Henry III. Walter de Thorpe con- 
veyet to Gilbert de Thorpe two carucates of land, 
with lands in Bexwell; and in the 11th of king John 
Emma Belet ſued Eda de Thorpe for certain cuſtoms” 
and ſervices, &c. and for finding a man three days in 
harveſt with meat and drink, to preſide over the 
rtapers with his rod, or wand. 


Martin de Thorpe in the 7th of Edward III. fold 
it to Adam de Fincham, with land, &c. here, in 
Strauſet, &c. and John Fincham was lord in 16th of 
Richard II. and then alienated: lands here to Ely 
priory. Afterwards it came to judge Gawdy, fo to 
the earl of Warwick, fir John Hare, &c. as above. 


Rainald, ſon of Ivo, had at the ſarvey, in this 
town, one ſocman, ho poſſeſſed two acres, valued 
at gc. 


Ng | This 
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This came to the earls of Clare, and was Part of 
the priory manor of Shouldham. 


Ralph lord Bainard had a grant of the lands 
here and in Tottenhill, which twenty-two free-men 
and the moiety of another were deprived of, who 
held under Ailid in the time of the Confeſſor one 
hundred and ten acres, and a carucate in demeſne, 
valued at 40s. In the whole it was four furlongs 
long, and three broad, and paid 6d, gelt, and Ralph 
claimed it by an exchange. 


On the rebellion of William lord Bainard againſt 
Henry I. this lordſhip came after from the crown by 
grant to the earls of Clare, and being held of them 
by Jeffrey Fitz-piers, earl of Eſſex, was granted to 
his priory of Shouldham. On the diſſolution of 
that monaſtery it came, with the priory, to Thomas 
Mildmay, afterwards ſold to judge Gawdy, ſo came 
to the earl of Warwick, and to fir John Hare, fir 
George Hare, bart. being the late lord. 


The tenths were 2l. 16s. Deducted 6s. 8d. 
Temporalities of Shouldham priory, 81. 14s. 10d. — 
Of Wormegay, 128.—Leet in fir George Hare, bart. 
fee 2s. 


The church is dedicated to the Virgin Mary, kas 
a nave, and chancel covered with lead; the tower 
was at the weſt end, with three bells, and fell down 


in 1724. 


At the weſt end of the nave (which is about forty- 
nine feet long, and twenty-one broad) lies a marble 
grave- ſtone, which had a braſs plate on it Orate p. 
aiab; Tho, Fofton et Margarete uxs. ſue nup. de Should- 


ham 


ka oo” r 


* 
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ham Thorp, qui diem clauſit extremum 210. menſis De- 
cemb. Ao. Dni. 1434. 


By his will he gave 121. to buy a halle ſowte 
(whole ſuit) of veſtments to ſerve to the honor of 
God, and our bleſſed Lady, &c. 


Againſt the wall of the nave, at the ſouth-eaſt 
corner, is a mural monument of ſtone, with the ef 
figies of three children kneeling; over them Bleſſed 
are the dead which dye in the Lord; and on the ſum- 
mit, three ſhields ; the firſt, Butts, impaling Tyndal 
of Hockwold, in Grimſhoe; quartering in the 2d 
quarter Felbrigg. of Felbrigg, in North Erpingham. 
In the gd, arms of the duke of Theiſe. Sir Simon 
Felbrigg, knight of the garter in. the reign of Hen- 
ry V. married Margaret, daughter of the duke of 
Sileſia and Theiſe, and niece to the king of Bohe- 
mia, by whom he had Alana, his daughter and heir, 
married to William Tyndal, father of Thomas, whoſe 
ſon William was knighted at the creation of Arthur, 
prince of Wales, and declared heir of che kingdom 
of Bohemia, in right of Margaret aforeſaid. In 
the 4th quarter, Scales. In the 5th, Mundeſord.— 
In another ſhield is the quartered coat of Steward, 
impaling. quarterly, in the iſt and 4th, Butts, in the 


2d and gd, Cocket. 


The 3d ſhield is Butts impaling Cocket, and on 
the monument this inſcription, I this chancel lyeth 
buried, Fane, Ann, and John, three of the children of 
Thomas Steward, of Little Barton, in Suffolk, og. and 
Frances, his wife, eldeſt daughter of William Butts, of 
this town of Shouldham Thorpe, in Norfolk, eſqg; de- 
ceaſed ; the ſaid Fane was buried the 27th day of Feb. 


An, Dom, 1590; and the ſaid Ann, the 19th day of 
| N 3 Novens 
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November, An. Dom. 1591, and the ſaid Jalin the 
11% day of February, An. Dum. 1602. 


At the end of the nave lies a grave-ſtone, thus in- 
ſcribed, —Fohn Dawnes, gent. born at Outerborne, in 
Hampſhire, died June the 16th, 1722, in the 55th 
year of has age. | 


The chancel is in length about eighteen feet, in 
breadth about ſeventeen, 


On the pavement lies a little marble ſtone, 
Here lyeth the body of John Godfrey, the ſon of John 
Godfrey, eſq: late of Hindringham, who died October 28, 
1667, aged 3 months, 


Againſt the ſouth wall is a little plain black mar- 
ble None; in the centre of this is a ſmall piece of 
white marble, wherein 1s delincated the portraiture 
'of a man on his knees, with a deſk before him, and 
the ſhield of Butts, impaling Cocket, and his epi- 
taph.—T homas Bulls, gd ſon of William Bulls of this 
town, deceaſed 1600, ; 


The ſeats of this chancel are of good oak, and 
carved, 


This church was given, together with the manor, 
by Jeffrey Fitz-piers, earl of Eſſex, to the abbey of 


Shouldham, and appropriated to it on its founda- 


tion; it was then a rectory, and had one carucate of 
land, valued at ten marks Pet er-pence, 6d. 


Hermerus (as Doomſday-book informs us) had 
half of the church, &c. by which we underſtand ay 
alternate turn in it; but his deſcendents quitted, 
moſt likely, their claim; for we find it given wholly 

0 
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to Shouldham, by the ſaid Jeffrey Fitz-piers, and the 
church was ſerved by a canon of that houle, or a 
ſtipendiary curate. The prior, &c. paid, about 1349. 
13s. 4d. for the tenth of this church, granted then 
to the king, the priory being then, as it is ſaid, much 
impoveriſhed by. mortality, peſtilence, and the leav- 
ing off of tillage; and the prior paid the ſame for 
| tenths in 1424. 


On the diſſolution of Shouldham abbey, this ap- 
propriated rectory came to the crown, and was given 
by Edward VI. in his 7th year, to Thomas Mild- 
may, elq. to be held by him in free ſoccage of the 


manor of Greenwich. 


After this it came to Francis Gawdy, &c. and 
went together with the lordſhip, as is before ob- 
ſerved, and the late fir George Hare, of Stow-Bar- 
dolph, bart. was impropriator and lord, 


In 160g, the curate certified, that here were 
ninety-eight communicants, and was ſerved by him, 
with Shouldham, for 1gl. per ann. 


The village of Shouldham-Thorpe ſtands on the 
ſummit of a hill (if any ground in Norfolk may be 
ſo termed) near to the turnpike road between Lon- 
don and Lynn. In front of the houſes is a green, 
with a large ſtanding pool; but we do not agree with 
Mr. Parkin that any ſtream flows from it. 


The Rev, Love Shipley, vicar of Stradſet, has 


this curacy. 


SOUTHREY, or Sotherby. The Saxon king 
Edmund the Elder, father of king Edgar, in his gd 
year, gave this town to Theodore, who was biſhop 

N4 | of 


180 HUND RE D OF 
of London, and of Elmham, in Norfolk, (or of the 


Eaſt Angles) and was called at that time Sutreia, or 


the South Iſland. in reſpect of Hilingeia, or Hilgay, 
The ſaid biſhop, not long before his death, gave 


it to the ſecular clergy of Bury abbey, before the 
new foundation of king Canute for Benedictine 


monks, Theodore flouriſhed about the year 940. 


At the ſurvey, we learn, that it then was the lord- 
ſhip of that abbey, valued before at 328. at the 
ſurvey at 41. was half a leuca long, and four fur- 


longs broad, and paid gd. gelt. 


The abbot was alſo at this time lord of part of 
Hilgay, Fincham, Runcton, and Thorpe, in this hun- 
dred—of two lord{hips in Freebridge—of one in 
Shropham—of five in Giltcroſs—of one in Laun- 
ditch—of one in Forchoe—of one in Bloheld—of 
five in Henſtead—of five in Earſham—of nine in 
Diſs—of four in Loddon—of fix in Depwade—and 
of three in Clavering hundred, | 


The abbot had here, and in all his manors, royal 
privileges, by grant from the crown, and in the 
time of Edward I. it was appropriated to the office 
of the cellarer in the ſaid abbey, 


At the diſſolution it came to the crown, and was 
given by Henry VIII. on July 5, in his gbth year, 
with the advowſon of the church, to James Hawes, 
and ſo came to the Willoughbys, with Hilgay, and 
on a partition of the eſtate of fir Henry Willoughby, 
a moiety of it came to George Purefoy, eſq. by 
the marriage of Catherine, one of the daughters and 
co-heirs of fir Henry, and another moiety to fir 


Henry Grey, by another daughter and co-heir; and 


we 
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we ſind Knightly Purefoy, eſq. and fir Henry Grey, 


charged with the fee-farm rent, 11. 4s. 8d. per ann. 
and George Purefoy, eſq. preſented in 1670. 


In 1689, Willoughby Grey preſented to the church 
as lord; and in 1705, Mrs. Elizabeth Grey. After 
this it came to fir Thomas Aſton, bart. of Cheſhire, 
lord when Mr. Parkm wrote; Sir Willoughby Afton, 
bart. of Wadley, in Berkſhire, was his heir. 


The church is dedicated to St. Mary, and is a 
very antique plain building, confiſting of a nave 
about fifty feet long, and twenty broad, with a chan- 
cel, both covered with thatch; at the weſt end of 
the nave is a little four-ſquare tower of ragg, and 
carr- ſtone, with two bells, and a cap to it covered 
with tile, 


On the pavement, by the pulpit, lies a grave-ſtone 
with a ſhield in brals—Stokes ; and on a brals plate, 
Here lyeth the wife of Willtam Stokes, late of Wyver- 
ſton, in the county of Suffolk, gent. ſhe departed the 111th 
day of February, An. Dm. 16g2, aged $1 years. 
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The chancel is in length about nineteen feet, and | 
in breadth fifteen, | 
On the pavement lies a grave-ſtone with the arms 
of Conſtable, and thus inſcribed, Here lyeth the 
body of Robert Conſlable who was rector of Southrey 
nineteen years and three months; he was the ſon of Tho- 
mas Conſtable, and Elizabeth his wife, late of St. Paul's, 
Covent-Garden, London; he departed this life the firſt 
day of Of. 1689, in the 34th year of his age. 


— 


—— 


Againſt the ſouth wall of the chancel is a ſmall 
mural monument, with a ſhield, —Tyrrell; and a 
poetica 
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Poetical epitaph, 
Gypping, in Suff. who died OA. 7, 16 8. 


The firſt rector, which occurs in 1300, was pre- 
ſented by che abbot, &c. of Bury St. Edmund's, 


10 1526 this church was valued at nineteen 
marks, | 


In 1541 the reQor was preſented by the king, who 
avas deprived in 1558, being married. 


In 4 554 Henry Hawe, gent, preſented, 


There were in 160g ninety-four communicants 


Here, as returned to the king by the rector. 


In 1642 fir Henry Willoughby, bart. preſented; 
and in 1670 George Purefoy, eſq. and Knightly Pu- 
reſoy, gent. | 


In 1737 the Rev. Cuthbert Jewell was preſented 
to this reory by Joſeph Sewell, eſq. P. x. v. 


This reftory is valued in the king's books at 71, 
10s. Old value was nineteen marks. The rector 
had in the time of Edward I. a manſe, with twenty» 


four acres of land. 


I he village of Southrey ſtands on a hill, or land- 
ijllaud, ſurrounded with fen and marſh grounds, 
The road from Lynn and Downham to Ely, Cam- 
bridge, and London, paſſes through the town; and 
there is a ferry acuoſs the river Ouſe. 


STOKE-FERRY. This town ſtands on the river 
Willey, (which divides it from the hundred of Grim- 
ſhoe) on the poſt road from London, SM 


Jane. wife of Johan. Tyrrell, de | 
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and · Brandon, to Lyun. Downham, & c. In the book 
of Doomſday it is wrote Stoches, not taking its name 
(as is thought by ſome) from ſtock, that is, ſome 
wood; but from flow, a dwelling, or habitation, aud 
Ches, by the water; thus, Cheſs, or Keſs, ſigniſies, 
as Cheſwick, Cheſham-Bois, Cheſton, &c. all which 
anſwer to ſuch a ſcite. | 


Rainald, ſon of Ivo, at the ſurvey had a grant of 
a lordſhip which four free-men held under protection, 
&c. valued at 20s. This was meaſured with Were- 
ham, and joined in the payment of the gelt. Rai- 
nw intereſt herein came after to the carls of 
lare, | 


The principal part of this town was held. at the 
ſurvey by Ralph lord Bainard, which thirteen free- 
men held in ſoccage, valued at 608. the fourth part 
of the advowlon of a church endowed with five acres, 
valued at 5d. and the right of another church en- 
dowed with twenty-ſeven acres, valued: at 27d. 
which he claimed by an exchange. All Stoke was 
ſix furlongs long, and four broad. 


The lord Bainard had allo ſeized on 100 acres, 
Kc. which Ulchetel, a free-man, poſſeſſed in king 
Edward's time, valued at 40s. this he laid claim to 
by an exchange, 


William lord Bainard forfeited his lordſhip by his 
rebellion in the reign of Henry I. after this it was in 
the earls of Clare, probably by the grant of that 
king to Richard Fitz-Gilbert, anceſtor of that 
amy. | | 


Out of theſe two fees aroſe two manors, both held 
of the honor of Clare, 


CAVENDISH 
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CavkxDrsm Manor, Jeffrey Fitz-Piers, earl of 
Eſſex, who held conſiderable poſſeſſions in this town, 
Wercham, Wretton, &c. gave on his foundation of 


the priory of Shouldham, in the time of king John, d 
his intereſt therein to that convent, to be held (as he 1 
did) of the earls of Clare, R 

In the g2d year of Henry III. the prior had a grant 

for a market, and a fair, in this town; and in the 
3d of Edward I. the jury for the hundred preſent the fi 
prior for breaking down the bridge and diſturbing the fe 
paſſage, to the great injury and grievance of the " 
neighbourhood, and travellers; it is likely that the 250 
bridge was erected here about this time, and che old ch 
ferry being ſet aſide belonging to the prior, ſrom 87 
whence a cetain toll was paid, and ſo might be to his be 
diſadvantage. lit 
he 

The market before mentioned ſeems to have been 
neglected, or diſuſed; Henry VI. in his zth year, - 
confirmed both that and the fair. There is now no di 
market held, but the fair (chiefly for pedling wares Fi 
and goods) is kept annually on Dec. 6, and belongs of 
to the lord of the manor, which at the diſſolution Wa 
was granted to ir Edmund Bedingfield. and is now In 
in Edward Nightingale, eſq. of Kneeſworth, in Cam- W 
bridgeſhire. S 
| | of 
Beſides the lordſhip of Cavenham, Robert de rec 
Stokes held, in the beginning of the reign of Henry has 
III. the fifth part of a fee of Thomas de Plum- ak 
berwe, and he of the earl of Clare. th 
ma 


Roger de Stokes was lord in the 3d of Edward J. 
and preſented by the jury to have extended the bounds 
of his warren; and in the gth of Edward II. the 


heirs of John de Stokes, and the prior of 2 4 
am, 
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ham, were returned to be lords. The Stokes were 
alſo lords of Wirun-Hall, in Wretton. 


aua abe in a held wn. 


der Alan, earl of Richmond, at the ſurvey, the land 
of four free-men, valued at 12d. who were expelled 
at the conquelt ; this belonged to Ribald's manor of 
Beccham-Well. 


The church is dedicated to All Saints, and was a 


ſingle pile of flint, chalk- ſtone, &c. about fiſty-one 


feet long. and twenty-four broad, covered with tile, 
with a ſour- ſquare tower, embattled, and four pin- 
nacles of ſtone, and a ſhaſt with a weather-cock; 
this tower falling unexpectedly in 1758, beat down 
great part of the church. In this tower were two 
bells. At the weſt end of the ſteeple was a decayed 
little building, probably the flation formerly of {ome 
hermit, 


There was formerly a chancel, but that has been 


dilapidated many years paſt. By the grant of Jeffrey 


Fitz-Piers, earl of Eſſex, of this church to the priory 
of Shouldham, it became appropriated to that con- 
vent, and was after ſerved by a ſtipendiary curate. 


In the 14th of Edward I. John le Rous, or Red, of 


Wretton, impleaded the prior for the right of patron- 
age, groving that Ulchetel, his anceſtor, in the reign 
of king John, preſented to this church, who died 
rector; but the prior ſhewing that the ſaid church 
had been appropriated above twenty years to his 
priory, his right was confirmed. About the ſame 
time there was a rectory houle, with thirty acrcs of 
glebe; the priory of Shouldham was taxed at ten 
marks for this rectory, 


At 
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At the diffotution it was grantetl to fir Edmund Be. 
dingheld, and is row held by Edward- Nightingale, 
eſq. who names the curate. 


In 166g it was certified that chere were cighty com- 
municants. 


William Curteys, chaplain, by his will, in 1417, 
defires tobe buried in the church-yard of All Saints; 
gives'to the fabrick-of the chapel god. and to that 
of the church 2s. By this it ſeems that'there' were at 
that time both a church and a chapel, and in the ac- 
count of lord Bainard's fee, before: mentioned, there 
appears then to have been two churches, 


Stoke. Ferry is a hand ſome, pleaſant village, eighty- 
eight miles from London, and fourteen from Lyon, 
to each of which a machinepaſſes here twice or thrice 


a week; it has alſo a poſt-office, and contains ſome 
neat bouſes, particularly a feat of fir Clement Traf- 
ford, knight, a gentleman very aQtive in the com- 
1 of the peace. 


Conſiderable buſinefs is done here, it having the 
advantage of water, and land- carriage, in an eminent 


degree. 


The Rev. Thomas Ibbot was preſented to this- 
chapel, Auguſt 11, 1768, by che crown. 


SHINGHAM, wrote in Doomſday-book Scing- 
ham, Ralph de Tony had the grant of a lordſhip: 
here on the expulſion of two freemen, and was part 
of Tony's capital manor of — in South one” 


hoe hundred, 
The 
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Ihe ancient family of de Caldicote, lords of Cak 
dicote, who held lands there of the aforeſaid Ralph's 
ſee in that town, had an intereſt herein in the reign 
of king Stephen, and in the 16th of Edward I. Wil- 
liam de Caldicote grants to Thomas. fon of Stephen 
de Ware, ſeveral rents, ſervices, and homages,, held 
of him and his anceſtors, in Shingham, Caldi- 


cote, &c. 


In the ioth of Richard II. Richard Holdiech held - 
a lordſhip; and Thomas Fykes, in the 1oth of 
Henry IV. held a court, as fir William Calthorpe 
did in the 4th of Henry V. but in the 16th of 
Henry. VI. Hugh Methwold conveyed by fine his 
right to ſir William Tuddenham, knt. who being bes 
headed in 1461, and having no iſſue, Margaret. his 
ſiſter and heir, inherited it: the widow of Edmund 
Bedingfield. eſq. and ſir Edmund. her grandſon, held 
iv anno igth of Henry VII. In this family it re- 
mained till conveyed by ſir Henry Bedingfield, bart. 
to Mr. Samuel Taylor, nate of Lynn- Regis, in 
the reign of George I. Andrew: Taylor, eſq. his 
ſon, died without iſſue in 1760, and leſt it to Wik- 
liam Folkes, eſq. who married his iter and co- heir. 


Beſides this ſmall fee, or lordſhip, there was ano» 
ther lordſhip that extended into this: town, that of 
Well-Hall, in Beechamwell. 


In the 10th of Richard I. William de Schengham 
held confiderable lands here and in Well.“ 


About the gd of Edward I. we find, by an old 
chment roll, that this village lay partly in two 
hundreds, and that there were ſixty dwelling-houſes 
(habilabiles manſiones) where perſons dwelt or inha- 
bited in the — of. Clackclole, and twente in 
| that 
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that of Greenhoe, whereas at this time there is only 
a farm-houſe, and a little tenement; the farm-houſe, 
being in the ſouth part of the old village, is in the 
hundred of South Greenhoe, and the church and te- 
nement, in the north part, in the hundred of Clack- 
mo 

The earls of Clare, being the capital lords of this 
town, had always the patronage of the church ; but 
on the death of Gilbert earl of Clare, who was ſlain 
at the battle of Bannock-Burn, in Scotland, June 25, 
1314, his great inheritance came to his three ſiſters 
and co-heirs; Margaret, married firſt to Piers de 
Gaveſton, and after to Hugh lord Audley—Eleanor, 
to Hugh lord de Spencer—and Elizabeth, to Wil- 
liam Burgh, carl of Ulſter. 


In the 2oth of Edward III. John de Well, and 
Edmund his brother, held the 4th part of a fec of 
the carl of Glouceſter, and the earl of the king. 


After this it came to the family of the Truſbutts, 
and Jane, daughter and heir of John Truſbutt, 
brought it by marriage to Thomas Colt, eſq. of 
Grey's-Hall, in Cavendiſh, Suffolk, one of the privy 
council to Edward IV. in which family it continued 
until conveyed to tho family of the Lovels, of Bee- 
chamwell, who ſold it in the reign of James I. to 
Thomas Athow, eſq. ſerjeant at law, of Beecham- 
well, and was conveyed by William Athow, gent. to 
ſir Simon Taylor, of Lynn, and ſo came to William 
Folkes, eſq. as above. 


Near to this church ariſes a fine ſpring, and from 
hence flows a ſtream, or rivulet, that ſeparates the 
hundred of Clackcloſe, and that of South Greenhoe, 


and empues itſelf into the river Wiſſey; probably, 
| lays 
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ſays Mr. Parkin, its ancient name was Schin, or 
Shen; Shengay is a town in Cambridgeſhire; Shen- 
field, in Eſſex; Shenly, in Hertfordſhire, &c. 


The church is a very antique building of flint 
lone, &c. all of an equal height, without any addi- 
tional chancel, part of the eaſt end of this church 
being taken in with a ſcreen, ſerving that purpoſe, 
and without any tower, having an arch of ſtone on 
the ſummit of the weſt gable-end, where formerly 
hung a bell. It is dedicated to St. Botolph, and is 
à rectory valued in the king's books at 41. 6s. Sd. and 
diſcharged. There belonged to it twenty acres of 
glebe, and a houſe, but that is now deſtroyed. 


Richard Fitz-Gilbert, ſurnamed Criſpin, a kinſ- 
man to the Conqueror, anceſtor of the noble family 
of the earls of Clare, having a grant of this lordſhip 
on the death of Rainald. ſon of Ivo, leſt it to Gil- 
bert, his fon, who granted, by deed without date, to 
the priory of Caſtle-Acre this church, &c. 


In 160g the OY returned thirty-three communi- 
cants, the king being then patron, 


In 1769 the Rev. Joſeph Forby was preſented to 
ay reQory by the crown. 


The tempotalities of Weſt Dereham abbey in 
1428 were 7s. 6d. of Weſtacre priory 28. 8d, 


STOW-BARDOLPH. On the depoſition of 
Turchetel, who was a great and powerful lord in the 
. reign of the Conſeſſor, William I. granted it, with 
many other towns of that lord, to Hermerus de Fer- 
rariis. Before the conqueſt chere were three carucates, 
&c. of which the abbot ” Ramſey, and Hermerus, 

at 
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at the ſurvey, had the ſoc of them. All this was 
. valued then at 8], and there was a church endowed 
with fifty-three acres of land, valued at gs. 


Hermerus had alſo invaded, or ſeized on, in Stow, 
. vatious lands, valued at 20s. | 


The villages of Wimbottiſham and Stow were one 
leuca long, and half a leuca broad, and paid 16d, 
gelt to the king, when the hundred paid 20s. 


Aſter Hermerus, William de Wormegay, Reginald 
de Warren, and the lords Bardolph, were lords of 
this town, which was a part of the barony of 
Wormegay. 


William lord Bardolph had a charter of free-warret 
granted him in this town, anno 38 of Henry III. 
then called Le-Eſtow, and anno 42; but Dugdale 
Jays, anno 28, the grant of an annual fair on the 
day and morrow after the feaſt of the Holy Trinity. 
In the 3d of Edward I. the lord had the aſſize of 
bread and beer, and the leet of his tenants. In this 
family, barons of Wormegay, this lordſhip cont- 
nuet till the attainder of Thomas lord Bardolph, in 
the reign of Henry IV. who granted it, anno g. to 
Thomas Beaufort, his brother, afterwards duke of 
Exeter, who poſſeſſed it in the 5th of Henry VI. and 
had a ferry here, the bridge not being then erected, 
Sir William Phelips was the next lord, and was ſuc- 
ceeded by the lords viſcount Beaumont. William 
lord Beaumont dying without iſſue it efcheated to the 
crown, and fir William Arundel, lord Maltrevers, 
obtained a grant of it on June 5, anno 8 of Henry 
VIII. but by a fine levied anno 3 and 4 of Philip 
and Mary, was 2 to the crown by Henry carl 


of Arundel; and on the 2d of January, in the laid 
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tear, granted to fir Nicholas Hare, knt. and John 

are, eſq. excepting two marſhes, or fens, in this 
town, called Bardolph's fen, and Piers-Dole, or 
le Fence, they being granted December 22, in the 
laid year, to Edmund Beaupre, eſq. of Outwell, 
rented at 41. 38. 4d. per ann. and were parcels of this 
manor. 


This family of Hare detive their pedigree ſrom 
Jervis, earl of Harcourt, in France, who came into 
England with the Conqueror, and bore gules, two 
bars, or—. Sir John Hare, his ſon, married Ann; 
daughter of Euſtace Crew, baron of de Monte Alto, 
Monthaut); he is ſaid to have had a grant to bear, 
as an augmentation to his arms, the chief indented, 
or; and his lady's arms were, azure, a hon rampant, 
argent, The othet branch of Jervis, carl of Har- 
court's family; from which the Harcourts, formerly 
barons of Wingham, and the lord viſcount Har- 
coittt, of Stanton-Harcourt, in Oxfordſhire, are de- 
ſcended, bear it as carl Jervis. 


Sir John Hare, ſon of fir John; married Elizabeth, 
daughter of fir John de Aſhton, and was father of 
William Hare, eſq. who by Ann, daughter of ſit 
Thomas Middleton, of Lancaſhire, was father of fir 
John Hare, eſq. who by Agnes, his wife, daughter 
of fir John Shirley, of Wiſton, m Suffex, had fir 
Thomas Hare. Nicholas was bis ſon, by Miſs Ju- 
han Huſſey. 


Nicholas married Elizabeth, daughter of fif Tho- 
mas de Wallingham ; Richard was his fon and heir, 
by Elizabeth, daughtet of John Seckſord, of Suffolk, 
elq. and was father of John Hare, eſq. who by Jane, 
daughter of Nevill, eſq. had Thomas Hare, 
elq. he married Joyce, daughter of John Hyde, eſq. 
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of Northburg; his ſon, John, by Catherine, daughter 
of Richard de Anderſon, had Nicholas Hare, eſq. of 
Homersfield, in Suffolk, and by Margaret, his wife, 
had John Hare, eſq. and Thomas Hare, L. L. D. 
chancellor of Norwich, and rector of Maflingham 
Magna, &c. | 


John married Elizabeth, daughter of — For- 
teſque, eſq. and had fir Nicholas Hare“, and John 
John Hare, a mercer, of London; fir Nicholas was 
ſpeaker of the Houſe of Commons, anno 31 Henry 
VIII. maſter of the rolls, and, on the acceſſion of 
queen Mary to the crown, lord keeper of the great 
ſeal; by Catherine, his wife, daughter and coheir of 
John Bafingborn, eſq. of Woodhall, in Hertfordſhire, 
was father of Michael Hare, eſq. his ſon and heir, 
who took to wife Elizabeth, daughter of Henry Ho- 
bart, eſq. of Hales-Hall, in Norfolk, and afterwards 
Mary, daughter of fir John Brudenel, of Dean, in 
Northamptonſhire, and died, without iſſue, October 
go, anno 4 and 5; of Philip and Mary, 


Robert Hare, eſq. ſecond fon, was clerk of the 
pells, ſome time a member of Caius College, Cam- 
bridge. About 1587, at the requeſt and exhortation 
of Dr. Capcot, maſler of Corpus Chriſti College, and 
vice-chancellor, he colleRed, in three large volumes, 
the chancellors and privileges of the univerſity of 
Cambridge; and a fourth volume, containing the pri- 
vileges of the town of Cambridge, compiled by him 
with great labour and expence, and preſented by him 
to 


Sit Nicholas was twice choſen ſpeaker, alſo maſter of the 
requeſls, chief juſtice of Chefter, one of the privy council to 
queer Mary; in 1553 he purchaſed the liberty, or franchiſe of 
tbe hundred of Clackcloſe, and was buricd in Weltminſts, 


Abbey. 
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to the Uniĩverſity, to be carefully preſerved in theit 
public cheſt, with a copy thereof for the uſe of the vice 
chancellor, and another for the regiſter, and after- 
wards conſerred the like favour upon Oxford, to 
which univerſity he bore no relation, and died, with- 

out iſſue, November 2, 1611. | 


The eldeſt branch of this family being thus ex- 
tint, we return to John Hare, citizen and mercer, of 
London, brother to fir Nicholas, who by Dorothy. 
his wife, had eight ſons; Nicholas, Ral 4 Richard, 
Rowland, Edmund, Hugh, Thomas, and] John. 


Nicholas, the eldeſt, was a bencher of the Inner 
Temple, and in 15389 built Stow-Hall, the manor 
houſe, at the expence of 40,000]. alſo a ſpacious 
dormitory adjoining to the chancel of Stow church, 
for depoliting the remains of himſelf and family, 
and died in 1591, without iſſue, leaving his eſtate to 
his brother Ralph, who alfo died, without iſſue, in 
1601, and was ſucceeded by Richard, who married 
Elizabeth, daughter of John Barnes; ſhe re-married 
to George Rotherham, elq. and after to fir George 
Perient, and died December 2, 1655, aged go, 
having two ſons by Richard, her firſt huſband, 
Ralph, and Richard. 


Rowland, fourth ſon of John Hare, and Edmund, 
the fifth fon, died without iſſue. Hugh, the ſixth 
ſon, was a bencher of the Inner Temple, and maſter 
of the court of wards, and dying without iſſue, left 
by his will, dated Dec. 25, 1619, above 9g, 400l. to 
be equally divided between his two nephews, John 
Hare, grandſon of his brother Richard, and Hugh 
Hare, fon of his brother John, &c. which John mar- 
ried firſt, Lucy, daughter of Barlow, eſq. 
aud to his ſecond wife, Margarct, daughter of John 

Og Crouch 
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Crouch, eſq. and by her left two ſons, Nicholas, and 
Hugh; Nicholas died without iſſue, and Hugh was 
created, Auguſt 3. 1625. lord Coleraine in Ireland, 
from whom, by Lucy, his wife, daughter of the lord 
Montague, deſcended the lords Coleraine, and the 
Hares, of Docking, in this county, 


Ralph Hare, eſq. eldeſt fon of Richard, ſon of 
John Hare, eſq. abovementioned, was created knight 
of the bath at the coronation of James I, and mar- 


ried to his firſt wife, Mary, daughter of fir Edward 


Holmden, knt. alderman of London, by whom he | 


had a ſon, John; his ſecond wife was Ann, daughter 
of John Crouch, of Cornbury, in Hertfordſhire, 
elq. by whom he had no ifſue ; ſhe ſurvived him, 
and re-married Edmund lord Montague, of Bough- 
ton, Sir Ralph was remarkable for his extenſive 
charity to the poor; in 160g he erected ſix alm-houſes 
at Stow, for ſix poor perſons born in the pariſh, or 
had reſided there for ten years, and endowed them 
with lands for ever. In his life-time he gave by decd 
to St. John's College, in Cambridge, dated April 
go, 1623, the rectory and glebe lands of the impro- 
priate rectory of Marham, in this hundred, with the 
advowſon of the vicarage, to be employed in erecting 
a library, and aſter in exhibitions for thirty pogr 
ſcholars in that college, for ever; and dying in Au- 

uſt, 162g, was ſucceeded by his only ſon, John 
— Who was knighted in his father's life-time, De- 
cember 4, 1617. at Newmarket; he married Eliza- 
beth, only daughter of Thomas lord Coventry, lord 
keeper of the great ſeal, by whom he had five ſons, 
and ſeven daughters; Ralph, the eldeſt; John, of 
Broomthorpe, -in Gallow hundred; Nicholas, of 

Hercham, in Shropham, Ke. 


Ralph 


CLACKCLOSE. 193. 


Ralph, the eldeſt fon, was created baronet July 2g, 
1641 ; by Elizabeth, his wife, daughter and co-heir 
of fir Robert Crane, bart. of Chilton, in Suffolk, 
was father of fir Thomas Hare, his ſucceſſor ; his ſe- 
cond wife was Vere, ſiſler to Horatio lord viſcount 
Townſhend; and his third was Elizabeth, daughter 
of — Chapman, elq. he was knight of the 
ſhire in parliament, burgeſs for Lynn, and died 
in 1671, 


Sir Thomas Hare, bart. his ſon and heir, married 
Elizabeth, ſiſter of fir Robert Daſhwood, bart. of 
Northbrook, in Oxfordſhire, by whom he had four 
ſons, ür Ralph, fir Thomas, fir George, and Richard, 
who died young; alſo ſix daughters; Elizabeth, 
married to fir Thomas Robinſon, bart. and Mary, 
to Thomas Leich, of London, Turkey merchant ; the 
others died ſingle; fir Thomas was knight of the 
ſhire in parliament, and died in 169g. - 


Sir Ralph, the eldeſt fon, by Suſan, his wife, 
daughter and co-heir of Walter Norborne, eſq. of 
Calne, in Wiltſhire, had no iſſue, and dying in 
1732. was ſucceeded by his brother fir Thomas*, 
who married Roſamond, daughter of Charles Newby, 
eſq. of Hooton-Roberts, in Yorkſhire, by whom he 
had two daughters and co-heirs ; Elizabeth, marricd 
to the Rev. Dr. Thomas Moore, and Mary, to fir 
Thomas Harris, knt. of Finchley, in Middleſex; he 
died in 1759, and fir George Hare, bart. his brother, 
and ſucceſſor, died unmarried. 


Dr. Moore died in 1779, without iſſue, and, we 
believe, fir Thomas Harris has no children living, 
O4 Stow-hall 


* Sir Thomas died February 21, 1760 ; and fir George on 
March PT both buried here, 
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Stow-hall is a ſtately manſion, with agreeable gar- 
dens, and an extenſive park adjoining. It is at this 
time (1770) in a very ruinous condition, and muſt 
excite in the breaſt of the beholder a kind of ſym- 
pathy with the fatality of human grandeur. What 
would have been the feelings of the honourable ba- 
ronets who preſided here with munificence and ſplen- 
dor, had they had a precedanous idea of its fate? 
A noble houſe, built ſo late as 1389, at the enormous 
expence of 40,000], and endowed with an eſtate of 
three or four thouſand a year, to fall into ruins in 
the ſpace of a very few years, beſpeaks a parſimo- 
nious neglet. The more than ordinary beauty of its 
ſituation, and apparent magnificence, renders it an 

eligible ſeat. | 


The turnpike road from Cambridge, thirty-eight 
miles, and Downham, three, to Lynn-Regis, nine, 
runs through the village of Stow-Bardolph, which 
ſtands on an eminence, commanding a proſpect 


acroſs Marſhland, 


There is a bridge about two miles from the town, 
over the river Ouſe, near to which is a fair kept 
every year, on the Saturday before Trinity Sunday, and 
is conſiderable for the ſale of horſes, cows, &c. and 
in the fens is a good decoy belonging to the lord. 
We find that the new podike in the fens was made 
anno 1 Henry VI. in the lands of the duke of Exe- 
ter, then lord of Stow-Bardolph. 


The church of Stow-Bardolph is dedicated to the 
Holy Trinity, and conliſts of a nave and a chancel, 
aud a broad, but low, four-ſquare tower, btiilt of carr 
and ragg-ſtone, with buttrefles of brick, in which 
hang five large tuneable bells. The nave is in length 
about forty- ſeven feet, and in breadth about twenty- 


four; the roof is arched, or camerated, A 
an 
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and covered with reed. At the weſt end is a neat ſtone 
font, with a cover of oak, carved and painted, on 
which is a ſhield, with the arms of Hare, and this 
date, 1625; on the ſummit is a pelican vulned. 


On the pavement here lies an old ſtone, with a 
ſhield worn out, and an inſcription ſcarce legible, — 
To Thomas Cobb, ſecond ſon of Mr. Marlin Cobb, of 
Snettiſham, who died Nov. go, 1582. 


On a grave-ſtone adjoining, a ſhield, —To Sammel 
Renault, ſteward to the honourable fur Ralph Hare, the 
father, and to fir Thomas Hare, the ſon, baronets, lyes 
here interred, ' who departed this life the 1 9th day of Au- 
guſt, 1678, 


On another ſtone adjoining, —Here lyeth the body of 
Mr. John Weſt, who was twenty years fleward to the ho 
nourable fir Ralph Hare, baronet, who departed this life 


the 26th day of March, 1727, aged 62 years. 


At the weſt end of the church is a large gallery, 
ſupported by ſix wooden pillars of the ionic order. 
The chancel is in length about thirty feet, and in 
breadth about ſixteen; it is camerated, plaiſtered. 
and covered with tile. The altar is railed in, and 
has an aſcent of three ſteps of free- ſtone, with which 
the altar ſpace is paved, except the paſlage as you en- 
ter leading to it, which is of oak vineered. The al- 
tar is of Derbyſhire grey marble, with a flab of the 
ſame. and was part of the old altar monument of fir 
Ralph Hare, knight of the bath, which was taken 
down on the erecting that of fir Thomas Hare, bart. 
On the body of it are two ovals; in one a dove 1s 
painted; in the other I. H.S. and the walls on the 
north and ſouth fides of the altar, within the 
rails, are neatly wainſcotted and painted. The 

wholo 
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vhole altar- piece is ornamented with four columns 
of the dorick order, fluted, painted blue, and veined 
with gold, ſupporting an entablature of the ſame, 


In the eaſt window of the chancel there was lately 
a ſhield, —Pigot impaling Bernham, 


Margaret Pigot was prioreſs of Carrowe, and that 
convent held the reQory. | 


This window being new glazed when the altar-piece 
was erected, theſe arms are now loſt, 


Againſt the north wall of this chancel were lately 
ſeveral banners, before the beautifying of it, with 
the arms of Hare, Beſſingbourne, quarterly, 


On a ſtone fixed in the north wall, —Margaret, the 
wife of Walter Drury, vicar of this pariſh, died Decen- 
ber 19, 1681, aged 22 years, 


On the north ſide of this chancel is a chapel, or 
burial place for the family of Hare, built of brick, 
embattled with copings of free-ſtone, in length about 
thirty-ſix feet, and lixteen in breadth, covered with 
lead; at the weſt end are the arms of Hare, with the 
creſt, a demy lion, and thele letters, I. H. M. L. 


Anno Domini 1624. 


On a little white marble ſtone on the pavement at 
the eaſt end is Hare impaling Chapman.—7oln 
Poſthumous Hare, ſon to the honourable fir Ralph Hare, 
and Elizabeth, his wife, 1672. 


On a grave-ſtone, with the arms of Hare, this 
round the verge: Here lyeth the body of the honourabl 
| | fir 
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fer Ralhli Hare, bart. he departed this life the laſt of 
February, 1671, 


At the foot of this another, with the arms of Hare 
and Chapman impaled. and round the verge, —El::a- 
beth, the laſt wife of fir Ralph Hare, bart. I'd his widow 
above 13 years, and died March 17, 168g. 


Againſt the ſouth wall is a neat altar monument of 
veined marble, with a grey marble flab, on which 
ſtand two veined pillars of the Corinthian order, with 
their capitals gilt with gold, ſupporting an entabla- 
ture of the ſame, and gilt, on which is the ſhield of 
Hare between two pyramids of marble, and on the 
wall a piece of marble ornamented with foliages, feſ- 
toons, death's heads, and hour glaſſes gilt with gold, 
this epitaph in letters of gold, —In Obitum præſlan- 
tiſſema viri Radulphi Hare, Armigert, &c. 
On the north fide, on a white marble ſtane, and 
veined, lies the ſtatue of fir Thomas Hare, bart. in 
full proportion, cumbent an his right fide, in the 
habit of a Roman, his arm reſting on a cuſhion of 
alabaſter, and is a curious and jult piece of ſtatuary ; 
on it are the arms of Hare, with the diſtiuction as a 
baronet, and a cherub on each fde,—In memory 
fir Thomas Hare, bart. who departed this life the 1/t day 
of January, 1693, aged 35 years, and left a lady, and 


four ſons and ſive daughters, | 


Near to this is 4 mural monument of white marble; 
on *the ſummit the arms of Hare; an the baſe a 
cherub gilt with gold, and on a black marble in the 
centre, in letters of gold, —Memorie Sacrum Hugonis 
Hare, Armig. interioris templi ſocii, qui Fohannem 
Hare, milit. filium Radulphi Hare, Mil. Balnei, ſiliu. 
Richard; Harg, fratris ejuſdem Hugonts et Hugone, filt- 

ung 
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um Fehan. Hare, armig ri, alterius fratris ipſius Hugo- 
nis ampliſſumarum facultatum heredes ſcripſit, obit, calen. 
Feb. 440. 1619. 


Death, time, and foul oblivion, doth deſace 

Tue goodlteft things, that now the world doth grace; 
Death ends our glory, time makes death forgot, 
Oblivion all devours, as they were not, 


Adjoining is a white marble monument, with two 
pillars of the ſame, veined, of the Corinthian order, 
their capitals gilt, and ſupporting an entablature of 
the ſame, whereon is the ſhield of Hare, and on 
each fide a pyramid of marble, and on a wall-piece 
of black marble, in letters of gold, a latin inſcrip- 

tion—To Nicholaus, ſon of Radulphus Harus. 


The church was a rectory endowed with fifty-three 
acres of land at the ſurvey, and was given by Regi- 
nald de Warren, ſecond ſon of the ſecond earl of 
Warren, and Alice, his wife, to the priory of Car- 
rowe; ſhe was daughter and heir of William de 
Wormegay, lord of Wormegay, 


In 1500 the vicar was preſented, for the firſt time, 
by the prioreſs and convent of Carrowe. 


On the diſſolution of religious houſes Henry VIII. 
by letters patent, dated 2d of November, in the goth 
year of his reign, granted to fir John Shelton, knt. of 
Shelton, in Depwade hundred, this rectory, and the 
advowlſon of the vicarage; and on the 26th of Sep- 
tember, in the 1ſt of Edward VI. fir John alienated 
it to John Hare, of London, mercer; in which fa- 
mily it has ever ſince remained. 


November 
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November 28, 1764, the Rev. Thomas Moore, 
D. D. as patron in right of his wife, Elizabeth 
Hare, preſented himſelf to this vicarage. 


This vicarage is valued in the king's books at 
61. 6s. 8d. clear value 24l. per ann. and fo is diſ- 
charged of firſt fruits and tenths. 


November 13. 1769, the vicarage of Stow-Bar- 
dolph was conſolidated with the rectory of W imbot- 
tiſnam. 


The fpiritualities of the prioreſs, &c. of Carrowe, 
here, were valued in 1428 at twelve marks. Their 
temporalities, &c. at 208. 


In 1622 fir Ralph Hare, knight of the Bath, gave 
lands in Wiggenhall, called John's Lode, and Wal- 
ſingham's Dole, to Thomas Fanſhaw, eſq. &c. feoffees 
&c. the profits to be for ever beſtowed fo as fix poor 
— dwelling in Stow, in the alms houſes 

him, may have one ſhilling weekly given to 
each — them, every Sunday, in the pariſh church of 
Stow, immediately after morning ſervice; the over- 
plus of the ſaid profits (if there be any) to be be- 
ſtowed in garments for the ſaid poor, 'yearly, at the 
feaſt of the nativity of our bleſſed Lord. 


In this town, ſomewhat ſouth of the church, and 
near to the high road, ſtands an ancient pile of flint 
and brick, &c. pointing eaſt and welt, and has been 
a chapel, or hermitage; it is called at this day the 

ol-houſe, and 1s now converted to a little farm- 
houſe belonging to fir Thomas Hare; here ſeems to 
have been a gild belonging to it in 1467, called the 
gild of St. Botolph, of Stow chapel, and perhaps 
the chapel was dedicatcd to St. Botolph. 

SILRADSET, 
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STRADSEF, SrxADrstr. or STrRAnGrestt, wrote 
in Doomſday-book Stratefeta, This toten ſtands if 
a great valley, which Strath is ſaid to fignifv, and ſe- 
veral places in Scotland take their names from it, as 
Strathern, Strathnavern, &c. and in England, Strad- 
ſhall, Stradbrook, in Suffolk, &e. At the ſurvey 
Fulbert held two carucates of land of Hermerus de 
Ferrariis, who had a grant of this town on the ex- 
pulſion of Suartine, a free-man, lord in the time of 
the Confeffor; a church endowed with thirty acres, 
&c. In the ſaid town were thirteen free-men, who 
were depoſed, and had two hundred and ten acres, 
and a church with thirty acres, &c. which were deli- 
vered to Hermerus for one carucate, to make up one 
manor, The whole was valued at 41. 13s. the pro- 
tection of two of theſe free-men was, before this, in 
the lord Bainard, his predeceſſor. The whole was 
ſeven furlongs long,. and four broad, and paid 8d. 


to a 208. gelt. 


Fulbert, who held this lordſhip of Hermerus at the 
furvey, was probably anceſtor of the ancient family 
of de Stradeſeth, or Stradſet, who are mentioned fo 


early as 1n the reign of king Stephen. 
Roger de Stradſet held one knight's fee when an 


aid was granted on the marriage of Henry III's. 
daughter to the emperor ; and in the 20th of Ed- 
ward III. Nicholas de Stradſet was a minor in the 
ward of John lord Bardolph, being part of his ba- 
rony; he dying without iſſue, Elizabeth, his ſiſter 
and heir, married John Hawkins, efq. ferjeant at 
arms to Edward III. who was lord in the 47th of that 
king. On his deceaſe it came to their two daughters 
and co-heirs, Alice, married to fir Ralph Pooley, 
and Margery, to Neffield, eſq. In the th of 


Henry VI. George Netheld, eſq. held a . 
this 
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this manor, and Roſe, daughter of Alice, by fir 
Ralph Pooley, was his couſin and heir; ſhe was then 
married to Bartholomew Pigott, efq. Iord of Fram- 
lingham-Pigott, in the hundred of Henſtead, and 
dying in the 11th of Henry VI. left Thomas, her 
ſon and heir, aged 26 years; this 'Thomas removed 
from Framlingham-Pigott, and ſettled here in 1437. 
Francis Pigott, eſq. conveyed it to John Goldſmith, 
eſq. (ſon of John Goldſmith, of Wilby, in Suffolk) 
who had a ſon, John, and a daughter, Elizabeth, mar- 
ried to Thomas Thurſton, younger ſon of Nathaniel 
Thurſton, eſq. of Hoxne, in Suffolk. John being 
a lunatick, the eftate was in his ſiſter Elizabeth, 
whoſe daughter and heir, Elizabeth, married Ro- 
bert Buxton, eſq. of South Elmham, in Suffolk, in- 
herited it on the death of her mother, in 1728, which 
Elizabech Buxton dying in 1729, it came to her 
daughter and heir, Elizabeth, who married 

Searle, eſq. and dying under age, without iſſue, 
Goldſmith, gent. ſucceeded as heir to chis 
lordſhip, and conveyed it, in 1747, to Philip Cale, 
eſq. of Lynn, who now poſſeſſes it. 


On the ſcreen of the hall. or manor-houſe, are the 
arms of Pigott, and on the ridge tiles were pigs aud 
goats, as a rebus to the name. 


Parxapise Maxon. This ſeems to be made up 
of certain lands, &c. taken out of the lordihip of 
Stradſet, by Alice, daughter and co-heir of John 
Hawkins, eſq. before-mentioned, and given to her 
daughters, Elizabeth and Emma, by Thomas Lathe, 
eſq. Elizabeth was married to John Curteys, and 
Emma, to John Squirry, in the reign of Henry YL. 
After this, Elizabeth married, to her ſecond huſband, 
Thomas Steward, who was buried in the church of 
Sradfet. From this Ihomas deſcended Francis 

Steward, 
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Steward, gent. whoſe daughter and heir dying under 
age, poſſeſſed of the manor of Paradiſe, in Stradlet, 
Fincham, and Crimpleſham; and in the 5th of Ed- 
ward VI. Lawrence Steward, brother to her father, 
was her heir, and had livery of it. | 


Mr. Benn lately (as tis ſaid)) poſſeſſed it, and his 
daughter, married to Randall, inherited it, 
but-moſt of the land, &c. are fold from it. 


DtrEnam ABEL Manor. Sir Oſpert de Stradſet 
gave in the 34th year of the reign of Henry III. the 

patronage of the church of Stradſet, with a manor 
thereto appertaining, to the abbey. It continued 
here till the diſſolution, when, with the advowſon of 
the vicarage, it was granted, November 17, in the 
g8th of Henry VIII. to James Hawe, and Henry 
Hawe, to be held in capite, though ſome lands in the 
tenure of John Dereham, belonging formerly to the 
ſaid abbey, were granted on July 23, in the ad of 
queen Mary, to Thomas Reeve, and Giles Iſham. 
Aſterwards it came to the Stewards, and Francis 
Steward preſented to the vicarage in 1536; in 1579 
Thomas Parlet. In this family it continued till a 
daughter and heir of Parlet brought it by marriage 
to Mr. Read, and his daughter to Edmund Saffery, 
of Downham, gent. the preſent poſſeſſor. 


The leet was in the abbey of Ramſey, and in the 
late fir George Hare, bart. the fee 16d, 


The temporalities of Dereham abbey, with thoſe 
of the priory of Winwaloy, were taxed at gs. 8d. in 
1428, and the ſpiritualities at nine marks.—The 


temporalities of Shouldham priory at 8s. 4d. 
f In 
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In the 3d and 4th of Philip and Mary fir John 


Perrot had lands here, and in Barton, given him 
July 27, lately belonging to the nunnery of Black- 
burgh, in Freebridge-Lynn. | 


At a little hill, on the common of this town, by 
the road from Norwich, Watton, Swaftham, &c. to 
Downham, called Clackcloſe-hill, was the ſheriffs 
turn, or hundred court kept, as may be ſeen in the 
account of the ſaid hundred. 


The church of Stradſet is dedicated to St. Mary, 
and is an ancient fingle fabrick of flint and boulder, 
or carr-ſtone, having a body in length about fixt 
feet, and in breadth about nineteen, covered wit 
reed ; at the weſt end is a four-ſquare tower, with 
quoins and embattlements of free-ſlone, wherein 
hang three bells, 


About the middle of the pavement of the church 
lies a very large grey marble grave-ſtone, whereon 
has been a crols florall ; and at the foot of it a lion 
couchant of brals, heap the rim, between two fillets 
of the ſame metal. was the inſcription, all which is 
now reaved; by the inciſion in the ſtone, made to 
receive the braſs letters, it appears to be in old 
French, and Saxon characters, viz. 


ICI. GIST. DAME. EMMA. DE. MOV- 
NAVT. FEMME. DE. DEVX. BARONS. 
DIEV. PAR. SA. PITIE. AVEZ. MERCI. 


DE. SA. AMA. 


This Emma married, firſt, Richard Fitz John, a 
baron, patron of Shouldham priory, who died anno 
25 Edward I. and after to Roger de Monte-Alto, a 
baron, lord of Callle-Riſing. In the 26th of that 

P king 
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king ſhe held in dower the manor, chace, and park 
of Whaddon, the manors of Ailſbury, Burton, and 
OQuarndon, in Bucks, the manor of Schalford, and 
the park of Alford, in Surry, &c. 


In the ſouth window, at the end of the nave, has 
been the efhgies of St. John the Baptiſt, the lower 
part of it ſtill remaining; at the bottom of the win- 


dow, - - - = = = = - S'ci Jol is bapt'e qt iſta feneſtra' 


feri ſecerunt. At this window has been an altar; the 


place for the holy water is ſtill to be ſeen, and a niche 
in the wall for a ſtatue: here the prieſts belonging to 
the guild of St. John Baptiſt, in this church, ofhci- 
ated. The window oppoſite, on the north fide, 
ſeems to have a large cinquefoil, or, in a ſhield, and 
the windows of the chancel are beautified with the 
ſame bearing, molt likely in honour of the lords 
Bardolph, the capital lords, who bore the ſame. 
Nothing was more practiſed in times of popery than 
the beautifying and illuminating windows, eſpecially 
thoſe where any altar was annexed; thus we find that 
Mary de Valcntia, counteſs of Pembroke, glazed 
the ſeventh window in the church of the grey friars 
at London, ſhe cauſed it to be made and painted at 
her own expence, to the ancient altar under. it. The 
breadth of the chancel is equal to that of the nave, 
and the length is about twenty-fix feet. 


In the eaſt window are the arms of the ſee of Ely, 
the arms of the Eaſt Angles, or Bury abbey, and the 
arms of Dereham abbey. 


In the north window is a ſerpent twiſting itfelf 
about the feet of a dove, and over it—Ut ſerpens, ut 
columba, 

Onthe pavement on the north fide of the communion 
table lies a black marble, —M. S. Johan. Scott, A. M. 


|. paſtorts . 
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paſtoris fidifſimi, prudentiſſimig; et per annos 43 hujus 
eccleſicæ vicarii, qui tandem exuto corpore, ſenex et celebs 
hic requieſett in Domino. obt. Offob. 24, an. Sal. 1727, 
lat. ſug 67. 


Againſt the ſouth wall is an atchievement. Wood 
impaling on the dexter fide, Chauncy; and on the 
ſiniſter fide, Goldſmith, it being the ſhield of a wo- 
man impaled between her two huſbands. Henry 
Chauncy, of Yardleybury, in Hertfordſhire, after- 
wards fir Henry, married to his ſecond wife, Eliza- 
beth, relict of John Goldſmith, of Stradſet, in Nor- 
folk, eſq. one of the co-heirs of Gregory Wood, of 
Riſby, in Suffolk, gent. by whom he had no iſſue; 
ſhe was cut off by. the — fever at London. 
Auguſt 14, 1677, and here buried. 


On the pavement adjoining lies a black marble; 
on the ſummit are the arms of Gold{mith, and 
Joſm Gouldſmuth, eſq. ( ſon of John Gouldſmith, late of 
Milly, in the county of Suffolk) was buried the 2gd of 
fanuary, 1669, aged 58 years; alſo here reſteth the 
body of Elizabeth, the relif of the aforenamed John, who 
departed this life Auguſt 14, 1677. 


Againſt the north wall is alſo an atchievement, — 
Thurſton impaling Gouldſmich; —and on a black 
marble on the pavement, Here lyeth Thomas Thur, 
ton, the ſourth ſon of Nathaniel Thurſton, of Hoxton, 
in the county of Suffolk, eſq. who married Elizabeth, the 
ſecond daughter of Fokn Gouldſmith, of Stradſet, in the 
county of Norfolk, eſq. by whom he had three children; 
he died Oflober 39, 1 68g, &c. 


On the ſaid pavement lies a grey marble, having 
the portraiture of a man in compleat armour, his 


hands conjoincd, and a lion couchant at his feet, in 
P 2 brals, 
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braſs, and on a plate, Hic jacet Thomas Lathe, armig.* 
qui cbiit in vigil. Sci Bartholoma, Ap'li An, Dui. 
M.CCCDXVIII, cuſ'q; ie ff tiet. Deus, Amen there 
have been three braſs ſhields belonging to this ſtone. 
but only one remaining, with the arms of France and 


England, quarterly. 


This church was given in the beginning of the 
reign of Henry III. to the abbey of Welt Dereham, 


by fir Oſbert de Stradſet, and foon after, in the ſaid } 
reign, it was appropriated to the abbey, and a vicar ] 
endowed ; the abbot had a manle with thirty acres of 4 
land, valued at fix marks; the vicar had a manſe 
with fifty-four acres of land, and two of meadow, t 
which the abbot detained, and kept to himſelf. x 
In 1314 the vicar was preſented by the abbot, &c. 
of Weſt Dereham; and this vicarage in 1320 was 
then valued at 408. \ 
In 1579 Thomas Parlet, of Downham Market, : 
preſented. a 
In 160g the vicar obſerves, that there were ſixty 
communicants here. g 
In 1727, and 1745, Mr. Edm. Saffery, of Down- - 
ham, was patron; and in 1774 the Rev. Thorogood K 
Upwood was preſented to this vicarage by Philip * 
Caſe, eſq. lord, who has ſerved the office of mayor d 
of Lynn-Regis twice, and has a ſeat here. 4 
This | - 
* This Thomas Lathe was a great favourite of Henry IV. G 


who gave him land, houſes, &c. at Lynn, that were forfcited, 
and eſquire probably of the king's body. 


& 
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This vicarage is valued in the king's books at 
gl. 68. 8d. and being in clear value 251. per ann. 
is diſcharged of tenths and firſt fruits, 


Several of the family of Steward, Pigott, and 
Thurſton, lie buried here; alſo, John Goldſmith, eſq. 
Jan. 22, 1612; and Elizabeth, wife of Henry 
Chauncey, eſq. Aug. 18, 1677. 


TOTTENHILL was partly, as we imagine, an 
hamlet to Weſtbridge, and the manor of the lord 
Bainard, of Carboiſthorpe, or Shouldham-Thorpe, 
extended into it; this came afterwards to the earls of 
Clare, and Jeffrey Fitz-Piers, earl of Eſſex, gave it 
to his priory of Shouldham, On the diſſolution it 
was granted to Mildmay, chen conveyed to judge 
Gawdy, ſo to the earl of Warwick. 


But the principal part of this hamlet belonging to 
Weſtbridge. and there accounted for, was held by Her- 
merus de Ferrariis, on the expulſion of Turchetel, 
aud being part of the barony of Wormegay, was held 
after of che lord Bardolph. 


On the rebellion of the lord Bardolph it came to 
the crown, and was granted by Henry IV. to Thomas 
Beaufort, his brother, who was afterwards duke of 
Exeter, ſo to William lord viſcount Beaumont, and 
after his death was in the crown, with Wormegay ; 
and Edward VI. in his firſt year, granted it to John 
duke of Northumberland, who had licence. in the 6th 
of the ſaid king, to convey it to Thomas Mildmay, 
. eſq. and his ſon, fir Thomas, fold it, in the 2gd of 
Elizabeth, to judge Gawdy, and fo deſcended to the 
earl of Warwick, and was after conveycd to Gregory 
Gawſell, eſq. of Watlington, from whom it came to 


P 3 his 
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his niece, Suſan, wife of fir John Davis, of Beer- 
Court, in Berkſhire. Gregory Davis, eſq. her ſon, 
inherited it, and dying in 1706, leſt two ſons, Gre- 
gory, who died a minor in 1718, and John Davis, 
eſq. of Watlington, lately deceaſed, lord. | 


The inhabitants of this hamlet belonging to the 
pariſh of Weſtbridge, go to that church. In the 
beginning of the reign of king Edward III. Gilbert 

e Hethill, rector of Weſtbridge, is called alſo Parſona 

ottenhull, and in the eſcheat roll, anno 9, appcars 
to have given to the prior of Wormegay forty acres 
of land, five of meadow, and 538 rent per annum 
in Fordham, Hithe, and Riſton, and at the ſame time 
he held alſo two carucates of land here of the lord 
Bardolph, by the fourth part of a fee. 


Tot, or Tut, is the name of a rivulet, and gives 
name to many places; thus, Tottenhill, aud Tut- 
bury, in Staffordſhire; Tutwell, in Warwickſhire; 
Tottington, in Norfolk; Tottenham, in Middleſex, 
&c.—Vide Mr. Parkin, the water-etymologi/t. 


The church of Tottenhill ſtands on a ſmall hill 
next an extenſive common, and near to the turnpike 
road leading from London to Lynn. 


The Rev. William Winder was licenced to this 
curacy, July 12, 1771. 


UPWELL and OUTWELL. The greater part of 
theſe towns, with their lands, lie in the Iſle of Ely in 
Cambridgeſhire, but as the churches of both ſtand 
in Norfolk, we ſhall offer ſome particulars relating 
thereto. In the book of Doomſday, Outwell in Nor- 
folk, belonged to the abbey of Ramſey, is ſaid to 
have ſixteen borderers there, with lands, valued at 

ZS. 
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58. per ann. The capital manor of theſe towns be- 
longed to that abbey, and lay in Upwell, and ex- 
tended into Outwell, called Wella“, as having their 
{cite on a river; Ailwin, a Saxon, duke of the Eaſt 
Angles, on his foundation of the ſaid abbey in 969, 
granted it to that houſe; there belonged alſo to it 
twenty hſhermen, with their manſes and tofts, who 
were to find it with 60,000 eels yearly, &c. all which 
was confirmed by the Conqueror. 


In the 4th of king John, Upwell was a town of ſuch 
account, that it appears, from the pipe rolls, that the 
abbot had, as lord of it, a market. 


In the 2oth of Edward I. it was agreed between 
the biſhop of Ely, and the abbot of Ramſey, that the 
leet of Well ſhould for the future be kept by the bai- 
liff of the abbot, in the preſence of the biſhop's 
bailiff, if he ſo thought fit, as it uſed to be peace- 
fully kept till the 14th of Henry III. and that the 
biſhop ſhould have his court of his tenants without 
the hundred of Clackcloſe of all pleas belonging to 
a court baron. 


Henry VI. granted to the biſhop of Ely, and the 
abbot of Ramſey, one common and open market 
weekly, and a fair yearly, on St. Peter and St. Paul's 
day, at Upwell, with all theprofits, dated the 5th of 
April, anno 1, at Lincoln; and in 1428 the tempo- 
ralities of this abbey, in Upwell and Outwell, were 
valued at 19l. 13s. 4d. and their ſpiritualities here, 
and Modney priory, in Hilgay, at 21. On its diſſo- 
luton it was granted on the 20th of July, in the 
"38th of Henry VIII. to Edmund Beaupre, of Beaupre- 
Hall, in Outwell, on the payment of a fee farm 

P 4 rent 


* Outwell is wrote in Doomſday-book Utuuella, 
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rent of 11. gs. 4d. per ann. which payment was made 
in the firſt of queen Mary, on the 16th of June; 
and by Dorothy, daughter and co-heir of the {aid 
Edmund, it came by marriage to fir Robert Bell. 


BrsHoy of ELy's Manor. That there was a lord- 
ſhip in Well belonging to the church of Ely before 
the conqueſt, appears from ancient records, and 
ſeems to be part of the endowment of Ethelwold hi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter, on the founding the Benedic- 
tine monaſtery therein, who purchaſed, about the 
Toth year of king Edgar, the whole Iſle of Ely free 
from all royal ſubjection, and gave it to that church, 
but on the erection of the ſee of Ely it became part 
of the biſhop's endowment. In the reign of Ed- 
ward I. the biſhop's manor here was in Cambridge- 
ſhire, or Iſle of Ely, in the hundred of Wichford, 
but extended into Norfolk, ſeveral tenants being in 
that county, and the hundred of Clackcloſe; the bi- 
ſhop had ſoldage of his free tenants, waif and ſtray, 
ſeveral fiſheries, and all royal fiſherics in the biſhop's 
liberty belonged to him, giving 4d. to the finder, and 
the patronage of the church of St. Clement, in Out- 
well, was in that ſee; the demeſne was only eight 
acres, called Hall-Croft. The lord may have a 
wind or a water-mill, but his tenants are not obliged 
to grind there: fir Stephen de Mariſco, knt. the prior 
of Mirmound, the prior of Mulycourt, the canons 
of Thrilling, and John de Walpole, held lands, &c. 
here. | 


In an account of Edward Pierpoint, receiver-ge- 
neral of the revenues of this fee, about the 3d and 
4th of Philip and Mary, the biſhop's revenues in 
Well amounted to 2l. 5s. 2d. Aﬀter this, in che 
reign of queen Elizabeth, it was veſted in the crown. 


There 
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There being anciently ſeveral diſputes and conteſts 

between the biſhops of Ely, and the abbots of Ram- 
ſey, there were boundaries ſettled to their mutual 
ſatisſaction, which are ſtill upon record. | 


Bravert-Hatt Manor, The ſcite of this ma- 
nor is in Outwell, and in the county of Norfolk, 
and takes its name Beau-pre, or de Bello Prato, 
from the fine meadows that ſurround it, 


The firſt lord of this manor that we meet with on 
record, is fir Thomas de St. Omer, knt. in an old deed. 
about the end of the reign of Henry III. (but without 
date) in the court of the exchequer. In a bag of deeds 
of the county of Norfolk it is recited, that whereas 
there had been difference between the prior of Lewis, 
and fir Thomas, knight of St. Omer, Symon le 
Curteis, and other parceners in Upwell marſh, in 
Norfolk, in which the prior claimed common, and 
the others denied him; by this deed it was agreed, 
that the prior ſhould have right of common for all 
his own cattle belonging to his manor of Welt Wal- 
ton, freely, but neither the prior, his tenants, or 
villains, &c. ſhould bring cattle out of his other 
manors to ſeed there, aud that the prior ſhould be 
belping to them to maintain the liberty of common 
according to the quantity of their lands in Upwell, 


This family of St Omer is on the roll amongſt 
thoſe perſons of note and eminence who came over 
with William the Conqueror. Hugh de St. Omer 
is mentioned as a baron of the realm by Mat. Paris, 
and no doubt was ſeated here nigh the time of the 
Conqueſt; and mention is made by Sir Henry Spel- 
man of John de St. Omer, of Well, who wrote an 
anſwer to a monk of Peterborough, who in the reign 
king John wrote a lampoon in Latin againſt the 
country 
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. country people of Norfolk, and fir John de St. Omer 
was keeper of the wardrobe to Henry III. anno gg. 


In the 4th of Edward I. 1276, the prior of Mu- 
licourt leaſed lands to fir William de St. Omer. In 
1274 he, with Thomas de St. Omer, and William 
de Rivers, had the king's letters of protection, as 
proxies for him, then going to the council at Lyons ; 
and in 1273, fir Thomas was, with Simon de Grey, 
Juſtice itinerant in Cambridgeſhire. Sir William de 
St. Omer lived at Well in the 42d, and in the 33d 
of Henry III. was judge of the aſſiſe at Cambridge, 
= - - - and living anno 14th Edward I. | 


| Sir Thomas de St. Omer was his ſon, and had 
large poſſeſſions left him by his father, being lord 
of Brundall, Mulbarton, &c. in Norfolk. 


Mid. nr TT” F# e . . ²¾ . ĩ on Ea Re 


In a north window of Mulbarton was to be ſeen, 


v 
painted in the glaſs, an armed knight kneeling; | 
behind him his lady kneeling, and behind her a 
young lady, her daughter, kneeling. On his ar- 
mour, and over his head, were his arms, and under v 
them, this French legend Priez pour les almes de e 
Mounſieur Thomas Seutomeris et Dame Petrinelle (a v 
ſemme, qui fit faire ceſie ſengſtre. His lady, Petronilla, 0 
was the daughter of Nicholas de Malmainst; this is 
to repreſent that fir Thomas was living in the reign | 
of Edward 111. g 

li 

It appears that fir Thomas aforeſaid, ſon of fir 1. 
William, left no iſſue male, and that this lerdſhip N 
became th 

+ A daughter and co-heireſs of this fir Thomas, and Petronilla 
his wife, {heireſs of Malmains) Alice, was married to fir Wil- b 
liam Hoo; Elizabeth was another daughter and co-heir, by a h 


24 wife of fir Thomas. ---Blom, Hitt. Norf. v. 2. p 51. 
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became the inheritance of Chriſtian, daughter and 
heir of fir Thomas St. Omer, who lived in the reign - 
of Edward I. ſhe married John, ſon of Gilbert de 
Beaupre, whoſe anceſtors had conſiderable poſſeſſions 
in theſe townſhips. This John Fitz Gilbert appears, 
by ancient deeds, to have inherited alſo from them 
a manor in Well; to this John, Nicholas Durdant, 
rector of Litcham, in Norfolk, for a certain ſum of 
money, granted ſeveral villains, cum tota ſequela, and 
the lands they held of him by deed without date; 
and to the ſaid John de Beaupre, Henry de Hale, 
clerk, granted the advowſon of the priory of St. 
Mary de Mulicourt, by deed dated at Outwell, on 
Thurſday after the feaſt of St. Peter ad Vincula, in 
131g, ſoon after which the ſaid John Fitz Gilbert 
de Beaupre died. 


Richard de Beaupre, fon and heir of this John, 
was lord, and married Catherine, daughter of Of- 
bert Mundeford, Eſq. 


Sir Thomas de Beaupre was his ſon and heir, 
who married Joan, daughter of Thomas Holbech, 
eſq. he lived in the reign of Edward III. his arms 
were to be ſeen in the eaſt window of the chancel 


of Outwell. 


Nicholas was his ſon and heir, who married Mar- 
garet, daughter of Richard Holditch, eſq. of Did- 
lington, in South Greenhoe; this Nicholas died in 
1404, and his body was buried in the chapel of St. 
Mary, in Outwell; he gave 11s. to the repair of 
the church, 


This Nicholas had a ſon of his own name, who 
by his will, dated 24th of September, 1428, ordains 
his truſtees in the manor of Wealenham, &c. to 

| keep 
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keep the ſame for the raiſing of two hundred marks 
to fulfil his laſt will, to be diſpoſed of in maſſes, &c 
for his foul, and thoſe of his anceſtors ; bequeaths 
veſtments to the value of 20]. to the church of Out- 
well; to the prioreſs of Blackberge 1gs. 4d per ann. 
out of his lands, &c. in South Lenn; xs. to be 
given amongſt the poor of Outwell; to Elizabeth, 
his daughter, 10 marks; 10l. to be difpoſed of for 
his burial; to the guild of Corpus Chriſti 4od. to 
that of St. Mary 6s. 8d. to that of St. Chriſtopher, 
and St. John, in Outwell, 40d. to be equally di- 
vided; to Margaret, his ſon Thomas's wife, 40s. 
for her own uſe; to Alice, wife of Martin Capper, 
1 8. 4d. to each of his executors 408. and to the 
monks of Mulicourt 20s. and to be buried in the 
church of Outwell, by Margaret his late wife; and 
proved by his ſon Thomas, the gth of March, 1429. 


Regiſt. Surflete, pt. 2, fol. 52. 


Thomas de Beaupre was his fon and heir, who 
married Margaret, daughter of John Meers, eſq. of 
Lincolnſhire, This family had alſo the manors of 
Frevyles and Southall, in Wellingham, in Launditch 
hundred. 


Thomas de Beaupre, eſq. was his ſon and heir, 
who in 1459, his father being then alive, married 
Margaret, daughter of Robert Aſhefield, eſq. of 
Stow-Langtoft St. George, in Suffolk. 


Nicholas de Beaupre, eſq. was his fon and heir, 
who in 1493 married Margaret, daughter and co- 
heir of Thomas Fodringay, eſq. as will appear from 
the following curious covenant : 


This indenture made the 14th day of Novem- 
' ber, the ch year of the reigne of king Harry the 
"YM, 
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+ VII. betwix fir Robert Radclyff and dame Kathe- 
* rine his wife, on the oon party, and Nicholas 
++ Beaupre on the other party, witneſſeth that whereas 
«+ the ſaid fir Robert and dame Katherine, have in 
„their kepyng and governaunce oon Margaret Fo- 
„ dringgey, oon of the daughters and heyres of 
Thomas Fodrynggey, late of Brockley, in Suf- 
folk. gentilman, the ſaid Nicholas, before the feaſt 
of the Nativity of St, John Baptiſt next comyng, 
by the aſſent, help and favor of the ſaid fr Ro- 
„ bert and dame Katherine, and for the faithfull 
love, that the ſaid Nicholas hath long time had 
* to the ſaid Margaret, ſhall by the grace of God, 
«« marry and take to wif the ſaid Margaret, and 
*« eſpowſells between them ſhall be ſolemmyniſed. 
„ for the which, &c. the ſaid Nicholas ſhall be 
© bound; and cauſe alſo with him, Thomas Beau- 
«+ pre, his father to be bound, &c. to the ſaid fir 
Robert and Katherine, &c. in the ſum of x1. 
*« payable, &c. and the ſame fir Robert and Kathe- 
* rine, &c. graunteth by theſe prelents to delyver 


* the ſaid Margaret, to the ſaid Nicholas, unaſſured 


to any perſon, | © To 


This Nicholas died in 1313, and was buried in 
the chapel of St. Mary, in the church of Outwell, 
amongſt his anceſtors; and Margaret, his wile, 
died the 20th of February, in the bth year of Hen- 
ry VIII. ſeiſed of Brockley, in Suffolk, and Edmund 
was their ſon and heir, which Edmund married Nlar- 
gery, daughter of fir John Wiſeman, of Great Thorn- 
bam, in Suffolk, by whom he had four daughters, 
His ſecond wife was Katherine, daughter of Philip 
Bedingfield, eſq. This Edmund died the 14th of 
February, 1367; and by the marriage (as it is ſaid) 
of Dorothy, another daughter and co-heir, to fir 

5 Robert 
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Robert Bell, this manor of Beaupre was veſted in 
that ſamily October 1339. 


Sir Robert Bell was ſpeaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, anno 14th Elizabeth, chief baron of the 
exchequer, and died of the peſtilential vapour, at 
Oxford, at the aſſizes there in 1577, which deſtroyed 
alſo the high-ſheriff, moſt of the grand jury, and 
above three hundred more, and his widow was mar- 
ried to fir John Peyton, lord licutenant of the tower 
of London. 


In this family the manor of Beaupre continued, 
"till the death of Beaupre Bell, eſq. in 17 - -, who 
dying unmarried, gave it by. will to his youngeſt 
ſiſter, Elizabeth, who married William Greaves, B. B. 
eſq. of Fulbourne, in Cambridgeſhire, who, in right 
of his wife, is the preſent lord, 


- We find alſo from an old record, that on the 
death of Edmund Beaupre, eſq. many of his lands 
came to Mary, late wife of Richard Berwick, Anne 
Wright, widow, Edward Wright, fon and heir of 
Catherine Wright, and Chriſtian, daughters and co- 
heirs of Edmund Beaupre, eſq. but this lordſhip was 
given by the ſaid Edmund to Dorothy, his daugh- 
ter, who married fir Robert Bell, and afterwards fir 
John Peyton, lieutenant of the tower of London. 


The family of Beaupre Bel] had intermarriages 
with many principal families in Norfolk, &c. 


'Wesr DzxEUAu ABBEY MANOR. This conſiſted 
of parcels of lands, fiſheries, rents, and ſervices, 
given by many perſons; and in the 19th of Edw. I. 
the abbot of Weſt Dereham had a manor here, 


which extended into Outwell and Emneth, In 14 - 
e 


CLACKCLOSE. 279 


the temporalities of the ſaid abbey here were valued 
at 10l. 1gs. 8d. 


At its diſſolution it came to the crown, and on 
the 16th of June, in the 1ſt of queen Mary, was 
given to Edmund Beaupre, eſq. to be held by 
knight's ſervice, it being then farmed by him, with 
lands thereto belonging in Outwell and Emneth, in 
the tenure of Nicholas Steward, aud it paſſed from 
him ro the Bells, &c. 


William earl Warren had, at the ſurvey, fix bor- 
derers in Outwell. 


In the gd of Edward I. the earl Warren held a 
manor here; aſter this we find no further account of 
it, being held by the Beaupre's, as we imagine, 
and united to their manor of Beaupre-hall. 


Lord BARDOTLPH'S Maxon, alias CRIKTOT's. At 
the ſurvey, Hermerus de Ferrariis, anceſtor of the 


lords Bardolph, had fix borderers here. 


In the oth of Henry III. Thomas de Yford 
(Ufford) held it, and had a ſwan mark on the water 
of Well, he impleading diverle for taking them, 
and the ſheriff returned that the malefators lived in 
the Iſle of Ely, or confines, and that he could not 


do his office by reaſon of thoſe perſons who were 
diſinherited, and lurked thereabouts. 


The prior of Lewis granted by fine, in the 56th 
of the faid king, to Robert de Utford, one meſſuage, 
lands, and a moiety of a fiſhery here; but in the 
27th. of Edward 1. fir William de Criktot, (of Crik- 
tot, in Suffolk). held the ſame in ſoccage of lord 
Bardolph, in Upwell, valucd at 5s. per ann. with 
the 
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the manors of Aſhfield, &c. in Suffolk, leaving Wil— 
liam his ſon and heir. | 


In the 47th of Edward III. William Walſham, 
and Thomas Ikeworth, releaſed to Richard de Pake- 
ham, and Joan his wife, heir to the Criktot's, all 
their rights in the manors of Upwell and Outwell, 
Crikcot's, and in all the lands, &c. in Aſhfield 
Magna and Parva, &c. in Suffolk, excepting the 
lands that Alberick de Wyke gave to William Crik- 
tot, and Iſabel his wife. 


After this, Gilbert Haultoft, eſq. baron of the 
exchequer in the reign of Henry VI. was lord : He 
was buried in the church of Outwell, and left it to 
his daughter and co-heir, Alice, who married Thomas 
Dereham, eſq, of Crimpleſham ; and by Elizabeth, 
his daughter and co-heir, it came by marriage to 
Thomas Fincham, eſq. in which family it lately re- 
mained, 


SauTREYs, or Wirts, NorTon's Manos, and 
HACKBETCH, in Upwell, Theſe manors Edmund 
Beaupre, eſq. died ſezed of; they came alſo to the 
Bells, and are now held by Wm. Greaves, B. B. eſq. 


Thurning manor, in Upwell, with its appurte- 
nances, granted the 28th of July, in the goth of 
Henry VIII. to Thomas Meggs, to be held in capite. 


WaäarsIxqhAM Manor Walter de Burgo re— 

leaſed by deed, without date, all his right in the ho- 
mages, reliefs, ſervices, &c. of the lands given by 
Roger Godlomb to the canons of Walſingham, aud 
held by bim in Upwell, oppoſite to Mulycourt, con- 
taining in all three hundred and eighty acres, with 


the tithes. Simon de Outwell, his ſon, and grand- 
{on 
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fon, gave them alſo ſeveral lands here. In 1428, 
the temporalities of this houſe were taxed at 11. 10s. 


On the diſſolution, it was granted, September 1 2, 


in the 36th of Henry VIII. to John Eyre, eſq. 


The nunnery of Nun-Eaton, in Warwickſhire, 
had alſo a manor here that extended into Elme, and 
Emneth, the temporalities of which were taxed at 
2l. 11s. in 1428; this was granted June. 6, in che 
33d of Henry VIII. to Thomas Manners, earl of 
Rutland, to be held in caprie, and was then in the 
tenure of William Fyndon. Upwell leet ſce gs. 4d. 


Many religious houſes had poſſeſſions here 
the abbot of St. Neot's was charged at 20s. per ann. 
for his temporalities given by the earls of Clare. 


The prior of Lewes was taxed, in 1428, for his 
temporalities in Upwell, and Outwell, two marks.— 
Abbot of Thorney, 7s. 64.—Prior of Ely, 11. 28s.— 
Monks of Thetford, 11. 16s. $d.—Abbot of Peter- 
borough, 4s.—Prior of Norwich, 2l.—Ptior of Ix- 
worth, 2l. 88.—Prior of Hempton, 16s.—Bury ab- 
bey, 12s. — Prior of Caſtle-Acre, gs. —Priory of 
Crabhouſe, 12s.—Simon Selvald, of Upwell, gave 
the monks of Caſlle- Acre the moiety of all his land. — 
Droge confirmed the grants made by his father, and 
gave all that he had in Well to the ſaid priory.— 
Alexander de Alezun gave to that priory forty acres, 
and forty to the monks of Lewes. Gilbert, fon of 
Richard, the tithe of a mill in Well, and another in 
Wercham, to that priory. 


The prior of Lynn had lands here in the 15th 
of Henry VIIL. joining to Sheep Lode, and three 
furlongs of that lode was to be ſcoured by him, 


Q Amongſt 
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Amongſt the manuſcripts of Peter Le Neve, Norroy, 
was a curious diſcourſe of the marſhes and fens in 


Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambridgeſhire, by Francis 
Audeley, 1604. 


In the time of Adam de Boothby, abbot of Pe- 
terborough, there was an indictment at Northampton 
againfl a ſtoppage of the water at Upwell, ſo that the 
river Nene could not have its courſe to Lynn, whereby 
the counties of Northampcon, Lincoln, Bedford, 
Huntingdon, and Cambridge, were much damaged; 
and a decree was procured from Jeffrey le Scroop, the 
king's chief juſtice, for clearing the paſſage. It ap- 
pears by a preſentment of the jury, made in the gd 
of Edward III. that the courle of the water of the 
Nene came from Peterborough, through the limits of 
Upwell, and that Walter de Langton, biſhop of 
Litchfield and Coventry, treaſurer to Edw. I. in order 
to drain his manor of Coldham in that neighbour- 
| hond, ſtopped the courſe of the river with earth and 
fand, to the great damage of the country. They ſay 
on their oaths, that the river Ouſe, deſcending from 
Huntingdon, and the river Nene, from Peterborough, 
met at Benwick, had uſed to run directly thence to 
the port of Lynn, by Outwell; and chat by the ſaid 
ſtoppage no navigable veſſels could afterwards paſs 
to and from Lynn, as they had wont to do; and 
Dugdale obſerves, that the river Ouſe, whoſe bens 
now diſcharges itſelf into che ſea by Lynn, paſſed in 
king John's time under the town of Littleport, in the 
Iſle of Ely, and fo on to Wellenhee, (Welney) and 
through the two towns of Upwell and Outwell, 
whence it had the name of Well- Stream, and ſo un- 
der Walſoken ſea-bank, through the walhes between 
Lincolnſhire and Marſhland, into the ſea, where the 
river Nene, that comes from Peterborough, by Wiſ- 


beck, runs through thole waſhes now, and ſlides into 
the ſea. | The 
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The church of Urwerr is dedicated to St. Peter, 
and is a large regular pile, conſiſting of a nave, a 
north and ſouth aile, with a chancel, all of ſtone, 
embattled with brick, and covered with lead; the 
length of the nave is about ſeventy-one feet, and the - 
breadth, including the ailes, about fafty-one, 


About the middle of the nave lies a marble grave- 
fone, with this inſcription on a plate of braſs, — 
Wilkhelmi Damet et Clariſie uxoris, ej; qui quid Wills, 
obt. ix die Novemb. Ao. Dni. M.cccccxxvii. Quor. 
a lab; h hit. Deus, Amen. 


Near to the reading deſk ſands a large eagle on a 
pedeſtal, ſupported by three lions, all of braſs, 


Here are ſeveral tomb-ſtones in memory of the 
families of Butler, Aſhton, Dymond, Audley, &c. 


The roof of this nave is ornamented with carved 
work, and angels, with their wings expanded, bearing 
inſignia relating to the crucifixion, ſupport the prin- 
cipals; the whole is ſupported by neat pillars, form- 
ing ſix hand{ome arches on each ſide, with as many 
 windowg over them. At the eaſt end of this nave, 
on the ſouth fide, is a ſtone turret and ſtair-caſe, 
which led to the rood loft; and on the north fide is a 
table of the benefactors, 1727. 


The north aile has a neat oaken roof, with angels, 
&c. as the nave, and on the braces are many ſwans 
carved. At the eaſt end of this aile has been a cha- 


pel and altar. | 


On the pavement lies a matble grave-ſtone, with 
the portraiture of a prieſt ; and on a braſs plate, Hic 
Jacet D'ns, Willms, Whytemete, guonda refor deYaxham, 


Q * 
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qu obt. vii die menſ. Septemb. Je, Dom. Millo, 


Ccocoxxxtii. cuj; ae hit. Deus Amen. —Whytemcte 


was alſo rcQor of Oxburgh. 


At the weſt end of this aile ſtands a tower, the 
bottom part is four ſquare, the upper oQangular, of 
boulder, &c. embattled with brick; on this is a ſhaft, 
or ſpire of wood, covered with lead. In this tower 
hang fix large bells, and here is a town clock; it has 
a porch of {tone-covercd with lead, and a rote over 
it; on the old door are allo ſeveral ſwans carved, as 
a rebus, likely, to ſome benefactor of that name, or 
as a compliment paid to Henry IV. who had a ſwan 
for his badge, ar cogniſance. 


The ſouth aile has alſo a roof of the ſame work, 
&c. with the north ornamented with ſwaus; at the 
caſt end of it has been an altar. 


On che pavement lies a marble grave-ſtone, with 
the portraiture of a prnielt in braſs, and on a plate, — 
Hic facet Dns. Henricus Martyn, quond. reclor eccles. de 
Yaxham, qui bt. primo - nien. January Ao. D'm. 


Millo. cccc.xxxv. cy; 


At the welt end of this aile lies a None in form of 
a coffin, carved, &c. and adorned with croſſes patter. 


The chancel roof is alſo ſupported by angels, as is 
the nave, but not of equal beauty; here allo are the 
effigies of demons, grinning horribly, as offended 
with the work. 


On the area of this chancel, which is in length 
about forty-four feet, and about twenty in breadth, 
lies a marble llone, with a large portraiture of a 
prieſt in braſs; u has been oruamented with curious 

canopy 


S 
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canopy work, a rim round it, ſhields, and a plate of 
braſs, but of tlieſe it is now deprived, and was, no 


doubt, in memory of a rector of this church, pioba- 
bly Mowbray. 


Here alſo lies a marble grave-ſtone, with a large 
plate of braſs, and thereon the portraiture of a man, 
and his wife, with a deſk between chem; behind the 
man kneel ſeven ſons, and behind her four daughters; 
and thus inſcribed :—** Theſe following verſes are al- 
luded to Fane Bell, deceaſed, the loft wife of Sinolphus 
Bell, eſq. who being aged b2 years, departed this life on 
Munday, being the 26th of February, 1621, | 


Here lyeth buried, of whome may be ſayd 

For parentage equall with moſt of in this land. 
Nee un ves, maydes, or widdows, more hartily pray d, 
Then ſhe in her cloſſet, whoſe liberal hand, 

Was ever releeving the poor in their neede, 

For they and diſeaſed of her did well ſpeede. 

Her name was Fane Caltropþp, as being a mayde, . 
Her mother a Rookwood, of awncient diſcent, 

She marited a Bell, and nur delayed 

By deeds and good uſage to give him content. 
Children ſhe had eleven, whereof daughters four, 
Of whom remayne ſeven alive at this huwer, 


Againſt the ſouth wall is this atchievement, Bell 
with his quarterings, Col, Beaupre, St. Omer, Tony, 
Fotheringay, Strange, Dorward, Coggeſhall, Fitz- 
Symons, Hawkwood, Harſike, Watſhall, Geſting- | 
thorpe, and Clipſby impaling Calthorpe, and his 
quarterings ; Bacon, Davillars, Wythe, Brett, Maut- 
by, St. Omer, Stapleton, and Ingham, and this 
motto, Guarde le Foy.“ 


23 Above 
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Above the ſcreen, fronting the chancel, is a large 
piece of painting; in this the church of England is 
emblematically repreſented by a venerable matron, 
with proper inſcriptions, and a part of Herberts 
Poem, called the Britiſh Church, 


King John in his 15th year granted this church to 
Robert de Glouceſter for life, with the appunte- 
nances. 


John de Offenham occurs rector in 1250, and by 
deed then granted to John de Burgo leave to erect a 
chapel, called St. Botolph, in his own grounds, 
ſaving the rights of his church, 


In 130g the rector was preſented by the abbot of 
Ramſey, | 


In 1505 the rector had a penſion of ten marks per 
ann. ſettled on him till he could get a benelice, or 
benelices, of 40l. per ann. 


In 1539 the rector was preſented by Thomas 
Brakyn, eſq. on a grant hac vice from the abbot ; al- 
ter this the patronage came to Edmund Beaupre, eſq. 
as an appendix to the abbot's manor, together with 
a penſion of two marks per ann. paid by the rector of 
old to the ſacriſt of Ramſey, and which was con- 
firmed by John of Oxford, biſhop of Norwich.— 
Preſbyter non conjugalis, S. T. P. ſatis doclus, non re- 
ſidet, non hoſputalts, in Cantabrigia.—Archbiſhop Par- 
ker's certificate. 


In 1562“ the patronage was in Thomas Barrow, 
| Oſbert 


About this time the right of preſentation was in diſpute.— 
dee Dyer's Reports, p. 231. 


cac 
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Oſbert Mindford, eſq. and Edward Leeds, A. M. 


executors of the laſt will of Thomas Goodrick, late 
biſhop of Ely, or a grant of the preſentation hac vice 
from fir Edmund Montague, lord chief juſtice of the 
King's Bench, to whom John abbot of Ramſey had 
granted the next prefentation.==/Non h dicat, nec licen- 
tialus, null. aliud. 5 


In 160g five hundred and twenty - five communi- 
cants were returned to be in this pariſh. 


In 1764 the Rev. Edward Pemberton, jun. was 
preſented to the rectory of Upwell, with the chapel of 
Welney, by Edward Pemberton, ſen. P. A. v. va- 
lued together at 6ool. per ann. 


This rectoty is valued in the king's books at 16l. 
tenths are 1]. 128. ſynodal, 38. —procurat. 48.— 
the old value was ten marks. 


Thomas \Wellys, of Upwell, advocate, by his will 
dated January 14, 1745, bequeaths his body to be 
buried in this church to the light of Corpus Chriſti 
138. 4d. on condition that light hanging in the chan- 
cel burn mght and day for ever, and to the other 
lights, according to the direction of his executors, a 
meadow piece of thirty acres to find a chantry prieſt 
(and a meadow, called Sallow- meadow, for the faid 
uſe) to pray for his and his wife Alice's foul, and 
Henry Wellys's, late archdeacon of Lincoln, and 
William Whytemete, late rector of Yaxham, &c. 


In this town, and Outwell, lived the ancient family 
of Wells. 


This very populous and extenſive village lies on 
each ſide of the navigable river Nene, which river 
Q4 here 
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here divides the counties of Norfolk and Cambridge. 
and is the channel through which a great trade is car- 
ried on between the port of Lynn and the country 
upwards to Northampton, &c. Formerly the rivers 
Ouſe, Grant, Cam, Nene, Kc. paſſed through this 
village to Wiſbech, and the Crols-Keys Waſh, and 
was then called the Well River; but as ſome of our 
forefathers thought, that by diverting the waters of 
a river from its natural courle the country would 
be better drained, they judged it neceſſary to reverſe 
the order of things, and force this ſtubborn element 
into a compliance with their hydroſtatick ſchemes, 


The parſonage houſe here is a handſome venerable 
building ; there are alſo ſome neat houſes in the vil- 
lage, particularly a ſeat of John Wilkes, eſq. knight 
of the ſhire for Middleſex, and chamberlain and al- 
derman of the city of London: it is inhabited by 
Francis Dixon, eſq. receiver-general of Cambridge- 
ſhire, and a very conſiderable merchant and mauu- 
facturer. 


Our wr church is dedicated to St. Clement, and 
is a large regular building of carr and boulder-ſtone, 
&c. conſiſting of a nave, a north and ſouth aile, and 
a chancel, all embattled with copings of flone and 
brick, the roof is of oak, covered with lead; at the 
weſt end of the nave is a ſour- ſquare tower of the 
aſoreſaid materials, with quoins of free-lione; on 
that is raiſed a neat ſpire of wood, covered with lead; 
in this tower is a ring of five bells, and a town clock; 
the length of the church from the weſt door to ihe 


Chancel is about ſeventy-eight ſeet, and che breadth, - 


including both the alles, fikiy-three ſect. 


On a ſtone in the nave is an inſcription, u memory 
of Robert Meſures, gent. who married Mary, * 
5 an 


* rener 
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and heir of Thomas Sbenceley, of South Lynn, gent. who 
died December 1606, At. 45.— Here alſo is a large 
brals eagle. 


The roof of the ſouth aile is raiſed like that of 
the nave, ſupported by ſaints and angels bear- 
ing ſcrolls in their hands, and here is an anchor 
carved, the inſignia of St. Clement; the eaſt end 
of this aile is incloſed with a ſcreen, and is the an- 
cient chapel of St. Mary, che burial place of the 


Peaupres, Kc. 
Againſt the ſouth-caſt wall of this is a large grey 


marble altar monument, with its wall-piece ;—on the 
ſummit is the ſhield of Beaupre, with his quarter- 
ings; St Omer, Fotheringay, Strange, of Suffolk, 
Dorward, Coggeſhall, and Harlick.—Edmundus de 
Beaupre, Armiger, qui obt. quarto dectmo die menſis Feb. 
4e. Dni. milf mo, quingent”, ſexageſimo ſeptims, ag 
anime / pu, Oc. 


Under this another ſhield, with the ſame quarter- 
ings, —Nicholas de Beaupre, =_ ob. duvdecimo, die 
Febr. An. Dui. milleſumo, quintenteſi nio, doudecimo quor. 
animab. / ſitiet, c. 


The eaſt window of this chapel contains feveral 
fares of Saints painted on the glaſs, St. Edmund 
the king, St. Edward the Conſeſſor, St. Anthony, St. 
Laurence, &c. and on the ſummit is the prophane 
repreſentation of the Deity (as in the time of popery) 
veſted in robes of blue, ſeated in a chair of gold, 
with an orb in his hand; but this will leſs ſurprize 
us, when we are told by Onuphrius“, that * In the 

church 


0 Onuph. de 7 Sanct. Eccles, Urbis Romæ—See Weaver's 
Fun. Mon. P. 164. 


230  HUNDRED OF 


church of St. Lateran, at Rome, behind the high al. 
tar, there ſtands, a chair, which God fat in. and whos 
ever ſitteth therein hath the third part of all his fins re- 
leaſed.” —The ſhield of the five wounds—gules, an 
heart, or, between a dexter and ſiniſter hand, and a 
dexter and fimifter foot couped, ſaltire ways, argent; 
and azure, a cup, or, with the wafer, or panis, argent. 


And in the ſouth window the figures of St. Peter, 
&c. Within the ſouth wall is an old enarched monu- 
ment, for the founder, without any date, arms, or 
inſcription; againſt the wall hangs an atchievement, 
with the arms of Bell, and the fame is carved on 
the roof. The ſouth window aforeſaid feems to have 
been thus beautified by Margaret, wife of Thomas 
de Beaupre, who died in 1439, and therein is ſtill 
10 be ſeen a lady on her knees.—This aile has a 
porch, with a room over it. 


About the middle of the north aile, in the wall, is 
an arch, and paſſage to a chapel, which is in length 
about 18 fect, and 15 m breadth, with a good oaken 
roof, painted, ſupported by angels, with the infignia 
of the crucihxion in their hands, and wings expanded, 
covered with lead. Againſt the north wall of this 
chapel 1s an altar monument, but the braſs plate 
that was thereon is gone: in the eaſt window are 
the broken remains of perſons on their knees, and 
this date, M.CCCCXX, and on the ſouth wall, over 
the arch, is the falutation of the virgin Mary painted; 
it is called Lynn chapel, and probably might be- 
long to an ancient family of that name, of good 
account in Cambridgeſhire. On the roof may be 
obſerved ſome chevrons, gules, 


At the eaſt end of this north aile is a large chapel, 


about twenty- ſix feet in lengtly and eighteen in 
| breadth, 
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breadth, covered with lead; the windows of 2 
chapel are beautiſul. 


Gilbert Haultoft, or Hiltofte, one of the barons of 


the exchequer, is ſaid to have built this chapel, but 
John Fincham, eſq. who married Elizabeth; daugh- 


ter and beir of Thomas Dercham, eſq. by Alice, his 


wiſe, firſt daughter and cs-heir of Gilbert, ſeems to 
be the founder, by the arms. 


On the ſummit of the eaſt window are the figures 
of our Saviour, St. Michael, St. George, and that of 
St. Audrey, and the arms of the ſee of Hy. 


In a north window near to this—<he figures of St. 
Edward the king and C onfeffor, with a gold ring in 
ane hand, and a ſceptre in the other; St. Edmund 
the king and martyr, with an arrow in one hand, and 


a ſceptre in the other; St. Ethelbert, king and -mar- 


tyr, with an orb and a ſceptre; all theſe well exe- 
cuted, as large almoſt as life, m their robes and 
crowned, —OQver St. Edward the king are the arms of 
Fincham, impaling quarterly Elmham, and Wells; 
over St. Edmund the king, Howard impaling Ten- 
dring, of Suffolk; in a garter, over St. Ethelbert, 
Fincham impaling Tendring; in the fame window 
are the arms of I'mcham, Haultoft, and Dereham ; 
in the loweſt north window, Carvel impaling Fin- 
cham and Haukofi, quarterly, &c. In this window 
are the figures of the wile men, with their offerings, 
almoſt as large as life, and the Virgin teaching the 


child Jeſus, 


On the area lies a marble grave-ſlone with a brafs 
plate, —Hic jacet Margareta Haultoft, quondam ux. 
Gilberti Haulloſt, uni. baronu, ſcaij. nup. Dni. Henrici 
VI. reg. Ang. cuj. a ie, H hit. Deus, &c. _ 
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On a marble grave: ſtone. In memory of John 
Fincham, eſq. who died March 24, 1709, in the Soll. 
year of has age; here alſo he his wives Mary and Suſan, 
by whom he had 2 ſons and j daughters, all here buried, 
Mary, Frances, Fno. Fane, Catherine, Chriſtian, the 
laſt Elizabeth, wife of Mati. Hardy, gent. w! o departed, 
Oc. Aug. 2, 1731 aged 61; with the arms of Fincham. 


The chancel is in length about forty-two feet, and 
twenty in breadth, and is covered with lead. In the 
eaſt window are the arms of Beaupre, and St. Omer, 
and in a ſmall pannel, tranſpoſed quarterly, Morgan 
biſhop of Ely. 


On a beam, Orate p. ai a. Robti. Boller, quond, 
kujus eccles. refloris; and on the roof, S. R. B. to 
ſhew it was repaired or erected at the ſaid rector's 
charge, | 


_ Within the rails of the communion table, on a 
grave · ſtone. Here lyeth the body of William Stanton, 
. bach. an divinitye, and parſon of this church of Outwell, 
which deceaſed xxi, 1 580, | 


In the ſouth window of the chancel there was for- 
merly this antique piece of painting :—A matron in 
a white robe and blue mantle, on her knees, between 
four men; at her feet, a fox hanging on a tree, 
wounded in the neck with two arrows, behind and 
before two monkies with bows, ſhooting at the fox. 


The feaſt of the dedication of this church was 
kept on the 21ſt of November, and changed by the 
biſhop of Norwich, about 1470, and enjoind to bee 
kept on the 24th of September. 


George 
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George Boteler, parſon. of Melton, by will, in 
1541, gave his houſe in Oughtwell (Outwell) called 
Stonham's, to this town, on condition that the pa- 
riſh clerk ſhould dwell in it for ever, at the aſſignment 
of the churchwardens, and the clerk to give xiiid. to 


the poor people on Midlent Sunday. 


In 1216, (17th of John's reign) the reclor was pre- 
ſented by the king, in the vacancy of the ſee of Ely. 


In the beginning of the reigu of Edward I. the 
book called Norwich Doomſday (which was wrote 
then, and 1s in the cuſtody of the dean and chapter 
thereof,) acquaints us, that the biſhop of Ely was 
then patron, and that the rector had at that time 
neither houſe nor land. 


In 1556, Adam Loftowſe, or Loftus, D. D. chap 
lain to the earl of Suſſex, was preſented to this 
church: He was afterwards archbiſliop of Armagh, 
in 1362. in Ireland, and chancellor; and was of Tri- 
nity- college, Cambridge. 


About 1378, che rector is ſaid to have a parſonage 


houſe, &c. three acres of arable and three of paſ- 
ture land adjoining to his houſe; it is thought that 


parſon Boteler, in 1320, purchaſed the palture, and 
left it to the church, 


In 1583, the rector was preſented by queen Eliza- 
beth. 


In 160g, three hundred and twenty communicants 


were returned in this pariſh, and the pationage was 
iu the king. 


In 
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In 16x4, the rector was admitted by the commiſ- 
ſioners at Whitehall, appointed for the approbation 
of public preachers; and in 1709, the patronage 
was again in the biſhiop of Ely, with whom it now 
remains. 


The Rev. Richard Oram was preſented to this rec- 
tory by the biſhop of Ely, 1760. 


The church js valued in the king's books at 161, 
—Tenths, 11. 12s.—Synodals, 45.—Procurations, 4. 
the old value was ten marks. Peter- pence, Sd. 


In this pariſh was the hermitage of St. Chriſtopher. 
In the 22d of Edward III. a patent was granted for 
building a chapel to it. 


Mvrrcourr Pony, called alſo the chapel of 
St. Mary de Bello Loco. In the pariſh of Outwet 
and county of Norfolk, on the right hand of Well- 
Creak, on the bank as you go from Outwell to 
Downham, ſtood this little priory, founded in the 
time of the Saxons (as is ſaid) of the order of St. 


BenediR, 


In the reign of Henry III. Adam, ſon and heir of 
fr John de Brancaſter, granted to Robert de Hale, 
reQor of Aylington, the patronage of this priory of 
St. Mary of Mulicourt, with one acre of land in 
Brancaſter, for ten marks ſterling paid him in his 
urgent neceſſity, without date. And Henry de Hale, 
clerk, by his deed, dated at Outwell, on Thurſday 
after the feaſt of St. Peter ad Vincula, in the 7th of 
Edward II. granted it to John de Beaupre, of Out- 


well. 


Afterwards 
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Afterwards it became ſo poor, through the great 
inundations of water, freſh and falt, the ſterility of 
the *lands on that account, the great expences and 
charges in repairing the lands and houſes, that there 
was not (as was repreſented) maintenance left ſuf- 
ficient to ſupport one monk, ſo that it was by li- 
cence of Henry VI. united and appropriated to the 
Er of Ely. „Henry by the grace of God, 

ing of England, &c. know, &c. that we have 
granted and given licenſe to our beloved the prior 
and convent of Mulicourt, that they may give and 
grant to the prior and eovent of Ely one meſſuage, 
and twenty-four acres of land in Wygnal, called 
Towtes, and eight meſſuages in Outwell, Upwell, 
and Downham, in Cambridgeſhire and Norfolk, and 
ſeven acres of land in Emneth, and all other lands 
and tenements, rents and ſervices, which the afore- 
ſaid prior and convent of Mulicourt now have in the 
towns of Outwell, Emneth, Walſoken, Downham, 
and Lenne, in Norfolk, and in the towns of Out- 
well, Upwell, Wyſbeach, and Leveryngton, in Cam- 
bridgeſhire, to have and to hold to the aforeſaid 
prior and convent of Ely, and their ſucceffors for 
ever. And likewiſe we have grented, &c. to the 
aforeſaid prior and convent of Ely, that they, with 
the aſſent and conſent of thole that have intereſt, 
may unite, annex, incorporate and appropriate the 
priory of Mulicourt, with all its. rights, &c, to the 
faid church of the priory and convent of Ely, allo 
licenſe to the prior of Ely to receive or purchaſe 
ten marks per ann, in morlmain, ſo that the lands 
given or purchaſed be not held in capiie of the 
crown. Dated at Weſtminſter, 7 Auguſt, 24 An, 
Regni.—Witneſs, Myſelf at Weſtminſter, the 5th 
of Auguſt, in the 24th year of our reign.” Accord- 
ingly it was appropriated by the biſhop of Nor- 
wich, December 4, 1449, the church of Ely pay- 
| ing 
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ing to the ſee of Norwich a yearly penſion of gs. 4d. 
Before this, on the 23d of February, 1383, the bi- 
ſhop of Ely granted forty days of pardon to all be- 
nefactors to this piory, on account of its poverty, 


The temporalities of this priory,. in 1428, were 
valued at 1008s. and in the 1gch of Edward II. the 
prior paid 18s. 4d. for his tenths in Outwell and 


Upwell. 


April 10, 1369, John de Dereham was admitted 
prior, on the preſentation of fir 'Thomas Beaupre ; 
no election was made for the want of monks; and 
on June 3, 1427, Stephen Wyſe was admitted. It 
appears from the inſtitution books, that he was the 
only monk then in the convent, ſo that the biſhop 
(zratioſe) out of pure favour admitted him. 


The ſcite of the priory and lands here are in the 
dean and chapter of Ely, and now held by leaſe of 


that body. | 


MarmounD, or MirkmounD Priory, was in the 
pariſh of Upwell, but in the Iſle, and county of 
Cambridge, of the order of St. Gilbert of Sempring- 
ham, founded in the reign of Richard I. with the 
leave of Euſtachius biſhop of Ely, by fir Ralph 
Hauvyle, or de Alta-Villa, who gave to this pobr 
houſe three hundred acres of fine paſture, lying in 
Upwell and Outwell, on both ſides of the water, to 
have the prayers of three prieſts in the ſaid houſe, 
the feeding of ſixty ſmall beaſts in the ſaid paſture, 
and 5s. annual rent. Sir Thomas, his ſon and heir. 
confirmed the ſame, and granted liberty of paſlure 
for four mares, with their foals; alſo four couple of 
ſwans, paying 3s. rent per ann. In the 11th of 


Edward II. Thomas de Hauvill, lord of Rainham 
CY | Parva, 


wh. 


M4 +09 
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Parva, in Gallow hundred, gave the advowſon of | 


that church to this priory, and, anno 10, the manor 
of Dunton in the ſaid hundred. 


In 1428, the temporalities of this houſe, in Up- 
well and Outwell, were valued at 11. 8s. 


In the 28th of Henry VIII. Peter Church was 


prior, 


Mr. Parkin had by him a ſmall parchment roll, 
by tume much obſcured, of the ſtate of this houſe 
in 1520, which manifeſts its meanneſs and * 


Status Domus Beat. Marie de M' mond in feſto Sti. An- 
broſij Eh'i. A'. Dmm. x. ccc. viceſimo quarto, 


In Catallis cu. alijs- P lin. 


Debita Domus. It. in Equ. in ſlabulo ij. 

It. imb. Will, Demmet uj. I.. in acc. el Vitul, viii. 

It. Redib. + It. in Omball. ij. 
It. Dompu. Joh, Replyng- It. in mag nis — & 

ham relicults, = = XV. 


+ I. in Maſſis. xvi. 


Ii. Vicar. de Dunton. 
2 in Lupis & Lupill. XXX, 


It. in tent. abd. Well. 


It. in tent. apd, Mall ſokyn. It. in K ji. 


Penſions of al. 138. 4d. were paid to ſome reli- 
gious of this diſſolved houſe in the iſt year of en 
Mary, as appears from the auditor's account, 0 n 


Eyre, elq. 


At the ſuppreſſion, it was valued, according. to 


Speed, at 1g. bs. 14d. and 10l. 78. 7d. as Dugdale. 
R / Roger 


+ Linde fling hoow t Hoop nets, or gluts. 
* Pikes and Pickerels, ; 
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Roger Walker, in 1535, is called late prior of 
this cell, and ſurrendered it, with one canon or 
monk, and had a penſion of 21. 138. 4d. per ann. 


On the $th of April, in the gth of James I. mel(- 
ſuages in Upwell, and five acres in Plowheld, Up- 
well, of the priory of Marmound, in the county of 
Cambridge, were granted to John Aldred, and 
George Whitmore, eſq. 


John Eyre, eſq. in the 36th of Henry VIII. had a 

great cloſe in Outwell. called Wadingſtowe, belong- 

ing lately to Wallingham abbey, granted him by 
the king. 9 


In the 10th of Elizabeth. this priory was granted 
to Percival Bowes, and John Moſyer. 


In this pariſh of Outwell, on the king's highway, 
was the hermitage of St. Criſtopher. with a chapel 
thereto belonging, near to the church, as appears by 


a patent of Edward III. in his 22d year, 
Ihe village of Outwell, like that of Upwell, lies 


on each fide of the river, and, together, forms a 
ſtreet of three or four miles long. The turnpike 
road between Downham and Wiſbech paſles through 
the town. 


' Beaupre-hall, in this pariſh, is the ſeat of William 
Beaupre Bell, eſq. of Foulbourne, in Cambridge- 
ſhire; and, conſidering its ſituation in a fen country, 
is an eligible reſidence for the beſt family. 


* WALLINGTON, called in Doomſday-book Wal- 
linghetuna, (that is, ſays Parkin, a town with 
mounds or walls of earth fencing it againſt the 

watlry 
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watry meadows). Hermerus ſeized on it, being in 
the Conlcſlor's time the poſſeſſions of Turſtin, a 
freeman, who had an hundred acres of land, &c. va- 
Jucd at 128. and was only under protection; here was 
a church, with twenty-ſix acres, valued at 16d, 


In the fame were ſeven freemen in the Confeſſor's 
time,, who held fixty acres, valued at 14s. per ann, 
of ſix of theſe Hermerus's predeceſſor had the pro- 
tection only, and Guert, the carl, had it of the 7th, 
valued at 20d. and Hermerus ſeized on this freeman: 
the whole is four furlongs long, and three broad, and 
paid 6d. to the gelt. Over all theſe Ramſey abbey 
has the ſoc. 


Roger Bigot, earl of Norfolk, had alſo thirty 
acres of land, which Huſgarla, a freeman, held in 
the Confeffor's time, valued at gs. This part was ſoon 
aſter in the hands of the deſcendants of Hermerus, 
and held by the Bardolphs, lords of Wormegay, 
and with the foregoing parts made up the manors 
of Sybeton-Hall, and Eaſton-hall, in this village, 


SyBteTox-Hatrt., What is ſaid of this hall in 
Thorpland, will ferve alſo in this town, being poſ- 
ſeſſed by the ſame lords, and paſſed through ſeveral 
hands till it came to Philip Bell, &c. 


EasTox-Hatt. This alſo paſſed (as mentioned 
in Thorpland) from the family of Eaſton to William 
Hunt, who was lord in the gd year of Henry IV. and 
afterwards came to the family of the Gawſells.— 
Thomas Gawſell, eſq. died lord of Eaſton-Hall, in 
this village and Thorpland, in 1500, with lands in 
Carboiſthorpe, Wimbottiſham, Stow, Fodderton, Eaſt- 
winch, Wiggenhall, &c, and gave lands in Fordham, 

N. Hilgay, 
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Hilgay, Denver, Riſton, Roxham, Upwell, Outwell, 
and [1Iney, in Norſolk; and Littleport, in Cam- 
bridgeſhire. 


In the 16th of Henry VIII. Thomas Gawſell con- 
veyed this manor of Wallington, and 'Thorpland, to 
William Conningſby, eſq. (one of the juſtices of the 
King's Bench in the 32d of the ſaid king) fon of fir 
Humphrey, who was made juſtice of the King's 
Bench May 21, in the 1ſt of Henry VIII. deſcended 
from Roger de Conningſby. lord of Conningſhy, in 
Lincolnſhire, in the reign of king John, William 
Conningſby. eſq. aforeſaid, (who firſt ſettled here) was 
father of Chriſtopher Conningſby, eſq. who was ſlain 
in the iſt of Edward VI. at the battle of Muſſel- 
burgh, in Scotland, and left by his wife, Ann, daugh- 
ter of fir Roger Wodehouſe, of Kimberly, three 
daughters and co-heirs; Elizabeth, the eldeſt, was 
married to Francis Gawdy, eſq. who in her right be- 
came lord of this place, and Thorpland; he was 
the third fon of Thomas Gawdy, eſq. of Harleſton, 
in Norfolk. In the goth of Elizabeth he was ſetjeant 
at law, and queen's ferjeant May 17, 1582; and m 
the 20th of the ſaid queen bought of fir Thomas 
Mildmay the manor of Sybeton, in this town. In 
1589 he was made a judge of the King's Bench, and 
Auguſt 25, 1605, chief juſtice of the common pleas, 
being then a knight; he died of an apoplexy at 
Serjeant's Inn, London, before he had fat a 2 in 
tbe ſtation, and was buried in the neighbouring 
church of Runcton.— Sir Henry Spelman ſays, that 
having this manor, &c. in right of his wife, he in- 
duced her to acknowledge a fine thereof, on which 
{he became a diſtracted woman, and continued lo to 
the day of her death, and was to him for many years 

a perpetual affliction; he had by her an only daughter 


= *. Elizabeth, — to ſir William * 
who 
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who died alſo without iſſue male, and left a daughter 
and heir, Frances, brought up with her grandfather, 
the judge, and was ſecretly married, againſt bis will, 
to fir Robert Rich“, (afterwards earl of Warwick) 
ſon of Robert earl of Warwick. The judge being 
ſhortly after made lord chief juſtice of the common 
pleas, (at a dear rate. as was reported) was ſuddenly 
ſtriken with an apoptexy, and died without iſſue 
male, ere he had continued in his place one whole 
Michaelmas term, and having made his appropriate 
pariſh church a hay-houſe, or a dog-kennel, his dead 
corps being brought from London to Wallington, 
could for many davs find no place of burial, but 
growing very offenſive, he was atlaſt conveyed to the 
church of Runcton, and buried there without any 
ceremony, and lieth yet covered (if the viſitors 
have not reformed it) with ſo ſmall a matter as a few 
paving-ſtones ;"—and indeed no ſtone or memorial 
was there ever for him, and if it was not for this ac- 
count, it would not have been known that he was bu- 


ried here. f 


This village, with Thorpland, was thus brought 
by judge Gawdy's grand-daughter into the Warwick 
ſamily; on the death of Robert earl of Warwick, 
(who left three daughters and co-heirs) it came by 
marriage of Eſſex, the third daughter, to Daniel 
Finch, earl of Nottingham, who ſold it to Philip 
Bell, eſq. from whom it came to Philip Bell, eſq. his 
nephew, whoſe fon was late lord; Henry Bell, eſq. 
is now lord and patron, 


The hall is the only houſe now ſtanding; the 
town was depopulated by judge Gawdy, who had a 


park here, 
| Rg The 
* She is ſaid to have brought to fir Robert Rich 10,000], 
per ann, x 
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The church of Wallington was dedicated to St. 
Margaret, and is now in ruins, nothing being ſtand- 
ing but the tower, which is owing to its being pro- 
phaned by judge Gawdy. That it was ſtanding i in 
1509 appears from the will of John Hale, of Wal- 
lington, who bequeaths his body to be buricd in the 


church-yard of St, Margaret. Chriſtopher Con- 


ningſby, of Wallington, eſq. who died in the 2d of 
Edward VI. 1548, was buricd in the church of Wal- 
lington. That it was formerly a diſtinct -pariſh ap- 
pears from its endowment in the Conqueror's time, 
when there belonged to it twenty-ſix acres of glebe 
land; but in 1416 it is called a chapel belonging to 
RunQon. In the time of Edward I. it was called a 
rectory in the patronage of the abbot of Bury, be- 
Jonging to Runcton, valued with it, and _ Peter- 
pence 7d, 


| Wallington, the ſeat of Henry Bell, eſq. is a large 
and handiome houle, delightfully ſituated, and orna- 
mented with lofty trees, and later plantations ; it 
ſtands near the road leading from Downham to Lynn, 
and commands an extenſive proſpect acrols Marſh- 


land. 


THorePLanD, a ſmall hamlet now belonging to 
Wallington aforeſaid, but formerly a village or town- 
ſhip by itſelf; in Doomſday-book called Torplanda, 
and Torp; the greateſt part of it was in the hands of 
of Hermerus de Ferrariis, lord of Wormegay, at the 
ſurvey, and held by Turchetel. Bordinus held under 
Hermerus lands, &c. a church endowed with {ix 
acres, valued at the ſurvey, in all at 20s. it was 
one leuca long, and four furlongs broad, and paid 
Sd. to the gelt when the hundred was aſſeſſed at 20s. 
Hermerus had alſo ſeized on eight free-men, who 


_ property, valued at 12d.—ln the ſame were 
cight 
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eight: cuſtomary tenants belonging to the lord's fold, 


valued at 108.—Alfo twenty-eight acres, valued at 
20. 8d. beſides thirty acres which Godwin, a ſree- man. 
held, who afterwards became an outlaw. Hermerus 
had with this one carucate of land, &c. and he gave 
ſurety for thoſe and other effects. 


Syprroxn-Hartrt. The poſſeſſions of Hermerus 
abovementioned deſcended to = lords Bardolph, and 
became part of the honor of Wormegay. In the 
reign of Henry III. when an aid was granted him on 
the marriage of his fiſter to the emperor, Nicholas 
de Sybeton held the gth part of a fee here of the 
aforeſaid honor; and Hamon de Svbeton granted by 
fine, in the 44th of the ſaid king, his manor here, and 
that of Wallington, with lands in Stow, &c. to Mr, 
William de Clare, and his heirs, to be held of Ha- 
man, and his heirs, In the gd of Edward I. Gef- 
frey de Thorpland held it, and claimed the leet, aſ- 
ſize of bread and beer, gallows, all forfeitures, &c. 
but in the gth of Edward III. Adam, ſon of John, 
of Watlington, held a meſſuage and forty acres of 
land here of John de Thorpland, by the ſervice of 
28. per ann. In the 5th of Henry VI. fir John Col- 
vil was lord; and iu the 17th of the faid king he 
ſettled this manor on a chautry which he founded 


in the church of Newton, in Cambridgeſhire. At 


the diſſolution it was granted to Thomas Mildmay ; 
and in the goth of Elizabeth fir Thomas Mildmay 
conveyed i it to Francis Gawdy, eſq. and ſo it came 
into the Warwick family, and by the marriage of 
Eſſex, one of the daughters and co-heirs of Robert 
earl of Warwick, to Daniel Finch, earl of Notting- 
ham, who ſold it to Philip Bell, eſq. who gave it to 
his nephew, 2 Bell, eſq. (younger brother to 
Beaupre Bell, eſq. of Outwell,) whoſe ſon died lord. 
R 4 and 
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und left a ſon and heir, then a minor. Henry Bell, 
eſq. of Wallington, is the prelent lord. 


EasTon-Hatt. In the reign of Henry III. Sarah 
de Eaſton held lands here of the honor of Worme- 
gay by the fourth part of a fee. Nicholas Beau- 

re, in the i th ofRichard II. aliened to the nunnery 
of Crabhouſe a meſſuage and thiny-three acres of 
land here, in Wiggenhall, and Tilney. In the gd 
of Henry IV. William Hunt was lord, after this it 
came to the Gawſells, and Thomas Gawſell, of 
Wallington, eſq. died lord in 1500 ; from the Gaw- 
ſells it was conveyed to the Conningſbys, Gawdys, 
&c. to the carl of Nottingham, and to Bell, of Wal- 


lington. 


Beſides thefe two lordſhips, in the gd of Edward I. 
the prior of Weſtacre, and the prioreſs of Crab- 
houſe, held the third part of a fee of the gift of 
Alexander de Thorpland, of the honor of Worme- 
gay. On the dillolution this was granted to Mild- 
may, who conveyed it to Gawdy, and ſo was united 


with the aforeſaid lordſhi ps. 


The temporalities of the prior of Weſtacre here, 
and in Wallington, in 1428, were valued at 22s. 4d. 
per ann, and their ſpiritualities at 20s. 


AzBoT of Bury's Manor, The abbot of St. 
Edmund's Bury, at the ſurvey, had a free-man who 
held four acres, of whom he had the protection 
only. Ramſey abbey had the ſoc, it was valued at 
8d. This was part of the abbot's manor of Runcton. 


The temporalities of the prior of Shouldham, 


here, and in Wallington, in 1428, were yalued at 
148. 
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148. 3d. The tenths of this village and Wallington 
were 1]. 13s. Deduct bs. 8d. Remain 11, bs. 4d. 


The church, or chapel, which was here, has been 
in ruins two, or near three centuries ; that there was 
one at the conqueſt, and endowed, we have already 
obſerved; and that it was ſtanding in 1434 appears 
from the will of Thomas Foſton, of Carboiſthorpe, 
who gave to the church of 'Thorpland gs. 4d. and 
in 1488, Roger Lane, rector of Runcton, bequeathed 
to the church of St. Thomas, of Thorpland, the 
ſame ſum; the chapel, or church of Wallington, 
after this, ſerved both places for their public wor- 
ſhip, till about 140 years paſt; aſter that fell, the 
church of Runcton, and ſince the fall of that, thefe 
hamlets are obliged to go to the church of Holme. 
On the death of fir Francis Gawdy it was found that 
he died ſeiſed of the rectory of Thorpland. It is 
ſaid to have beeu appropriated anciently to the 
priory of Weſtacre, and the prior had a manſe with 
twelve acres; it was valued at 20s. Peter-pence gd. 


This hamlet is ſituated between Holme and Stow- 
Bardolph, and being annexed to Wallington, is 
called Wallington cum Thorpland, of which Henry 
Bell, eſq. is lord and patron. 


WATLINGTON. This town is not mentioned 
in the book of Doomſday, or the Conqueror's grand 
ſurvey, being part of the townſhips. of Shouldham, 
Wormegay, and Welibridge, whoſe lordſhips ex- 
tended here; it takes its name from its ſcite, lying 
by the water, and a wet foil, thus, Wation, Wat- 
ford, &c. 


BaussvARD's Maxor, &c. Hermerus de Ferraris 
was the capital lord of it, and of Wormegay, &c. 
| and 
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and from him it came to the lords Bardo!ph, barons 
of Wormegay, and was held of them by a ſamily 
that aſſumed their name from it. 


Sir Robert de Watlington lived in the reign of 
king Stephen, and fir Peter in that of Henry II.— 
William, his ſon, dying in the 17th of Henry k III. 
left Robert, his ſon and heir, whoſe ward(hip was 
granted to Robert le Moyne, who gave the king two 
palſreys, &c. as a fine for it; and in the g4th of that! 
king he was of age, held a whole knight's fee, but 
was not a knight. 


Of this family was Ralph, ſon of Baſilia de Wa- 
thelington, who by deed without date granted, with 
the conſent of his heirs, and confirmed to the infirm 
brethren of the hoſpital of St. Mary Magdalen, on 
the cauſeway between Lynn and Gaywood, lands 
here, to be held of him and his heirs, paying 8d. 
per ann. and for this the ſaid brethren gave to him, 
in Gerſumia {as a preſent) three marks of ſilver, to 
his wiſe, Baſilia, 2s. and to his eldeſt ſon 1s. &c. 


In the 3d of Edward J. William de Watlington 
was lord, claimed the leet, had the aflize of bread 
and beer, gallows, &c. and in the 1ſt of Edward III. 
Geffrey de Bruſſyard, and Agnes, his wife, late wife 
of Robert de Watlington, held it of lord Bardolph. 


The ſaid Geffrey preſented to this church in the 
15th of Edward II. 


Aſter this it was in the Bartholomews, and in the 
20th of Edward III John, ſon of Bartholomew, oc- 
curs lord of Tuſſard's, or Guſſard's manor, in Wat- 
livgton, (ſo called corruptly for Bruſſyard, fromGeltrey 


de Bruſſyard aforefaid) wich the appurtenances in 
Tottenhill, 
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Tottenhill, Setch, &c. the advowſon of the church 


of Watlington, liberty of a fold courſe, free bull and 


boar, doing ſuit to the three-week court, and other 
ſervices. 


In the years 1407, 1412, 1413, and 1418, John 
'Glemsford, - eſq. of Watlington, preſented, in right 
of his wife, Margaret, daughter of John Bartholo- 
mew, to whom the manor, called Bartholomew's, be- 
longed by right of inheritance. This Margaret had 
a ſiſter and co-heir, Catherine, the wife of Robert 
Drew, who had part of Bartholomew's inheritance 
here, &c. 


In the 11th of Henry VI. Catherine, late wife- of 
Robert Drew, held twenty-four acres of land here, 
in tail, of the honor of Wormegay, a meſſuage, &c. 
and 105. per ann. rent here, and in Runcton, Should- 
ham-Thorpe, and Setch, by the ſervice of the 40th 
part of a fee, with forty acres of paſture in Saddle- 
bow and Setch, in ſoccage. 


John de Glemsford, eſq. out- lived his wife, Margaret, 
and held this lordſhip by the courtely of England; 
he died in the 15th of Henry VI. leaving two daugh- 
ters and co-heirs, Agnes and Catherine; (and a ſon, 
Charles, by a former wife, who had no intereſt here). 


Catherine, the eldeſt, was martied to Thomas Haw-_ 


dekyn, eſq. who preſented in her right to this church 
in 1425, and 1427, and after his death to William 
Bolton, and died without iflue. Agnes, her ſiſter, 
married John Curteis, and died before her father, 
Glemsford, leaving Catherine her daughter and ſole 
heir; and on the death of her aunt, Catherine was 
found her heir, and proving her age in the 22d of 
Henry VI. had livery of this manor, and in 1451 


preſcuted to thus rectory. 
1 
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Soon aſter this it was poſſeſſed by the Shouldhams, 
and Thomas Shouldham, eſq. of this town, dying in 
1467, was buried in this church; and Hugh Should- 
ham preſented to this church, as lord and patron, in 


1487, and 1497. 


Soon after it came to the ' Gawſells by marriage 
with the Kerviles, of Wiggenhall St. German's; and 
Richard Gawſell, eſq. preſented to the church in 
1531, and held this manor and advowſon of the 
king, as of the honor of Wormegay, by half a 
knight's fee, but the ſervice of caſtle- guard was then 


unknown. 


Thomas Gawſell, eſq. died lord January 2, 1600, 
and left by Suſan, daughter of Gregory Pratt, eſq. 
two ſons, Gregory, and Edmund; Gregory died un- 
married March 5, 1656, and this lordſhip came to 
Suſan, daughter and heir of Edmund, which Suſan 
was married to fir John Davis, of Berecourt, in Berk- 
ſhire, by whom ſhe had Gregory Davis, eſq. lord, 
who died in 1706, leaving two fons by Bridget, 
daughter of Hatton Berners, eſq. Gregory, who died 
a minor in 1710, and John Davis, eſq. the late lord, 
who married Suſan, daughter and co-heir of Philip 
Bedingfield, eſq. and died without iſſue in 1778. 


Another part, or lordſhip, in this town, was held 
by Thomas de Watlington, and his parceners, in the 
reign of Henry III. by the fourth part of a fee, of 
the honor of Wormegay. 


From the family of the Watlingtons it came to 
William Steward, by the marriage of Joan, daughter 
of William de Watlington, who on Sunday before 
the ſeaſt of the Circumciſion, in the 16th of Richard 
II. (being then a widow) conveyed the fame to Lau- 
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rence Truſbutt, eſq. and Nicholas, his ſon; but in 
the 5th of Henry VI. Robert Kervile was found to 
hold it by the fourth part of a ſee, of the honor of 
Wormegay, 


In the year 1434 the ſaid Robert Kervile, of Wat- 
lington, died, and was buried in the church of St. 
Peter and Paul, of this town, on the ſouth ſide. 


The Kerviles, or Carvills, of this town, were a 
younger branch of a very ancient family, that had 
large poſſeſſions at Wiggenhall St. Mary's (their ſeat), 
and other parts in this neighbourhood. In the 11th 
year of Edward III. they held lands here. 


Thomas Kervile, of Watlington, lord of this fee, 
died in 1532, and was buried in this church; be- 
fides his manor here, he had lands in Runcton. 
Holme, Setch, Wiggenhall, and South-Lyan, and 
one foldage and an half in this town. 


Thomas, his ſon, held the lands in the towns 
before mentioned, and in Tottenhill and Wallington. 


From the Kerviles it came to the Gawſells, and fo 
was united to the manor of Bartholomew's, &c. 


Thomas Gawſell, of Watlington, eſq. married 
Catherine, daughter and co-heir of Humphrey Ker- 
vile, elq. of Wiggenhall St. German's. His de- 
ſcendent, Thomas Gawſell, eſq. by Suſan, daughter 
of Gregory Pratt, eſq. had two ſons; 1ſt. Gregory, 


who died without iſſue, - - -, and Edmund, 


who by a daughter of Mr. Gray, had Suſan, his 
daughter and heir, married to fir John Davis, whoſe 


graudſon, John Davis, elq. was the late lord 


and 
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and patron; on whoſe deceaſe, in 1778, it came to 
Thomas Pleſtow, eſq. of London. 


The abbot of Weſt-Dereham had a lordſhip here, 
which, on its diſſolution, was granted Auguſt 29. 
anno 37, Henry VIII. to Richard Gawſell, eſq. and 
ſo was united to the reſt. 


The prior of Shouldham had a ſmall fee in this 
town; the temporalities of that houſe were valued 


here at 48. per ann. in the year 1428. 


This was given to it on its foundation by Jeffrey 
Fitz-Piers, earl of Eflex, who held it of the honor 
of Clare, and in the gd of Henry IV. the earl of 
March (a deſcendent of the earls of Clare) held 
here, in Shouldham, Stradſet, Fodderſton, Walling- 
ron, Thorpe, Stoke, Wretton, and Wereham, one 
fee and a quarter in capite ; but this at the diſſolution 
came to the Gawſclls, and ſo to the Davis's. 


The prior of Weſtacre had alſo lands in this 
town, valued in 1428 at 7s. per ann. Robert 
Smith held this (which was hfty-four acres) of the 
prior, and died ſeized thereof in the gth year of 


Henry VII. 


Weſt-Dereham temporalities were valued at gl. 
48, 1d. ob. The abbot of Bury had lands here, 
valued in 1428 at bs. per ann. The abbot of 
| Ramſey had lands then valued at 5s. 8d. per ann. 
And the prior of Petriſton land then valued at 
12d. per ann. all which, it is likely, came on the 
diſſolution of thole houſes to the Gawſells, &c. 


In the reign of Henry III. Alexander le Moyne, 


and his parceners, held here, and in Wallington, 
Setch, 
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Setch, Fodderſton, Hardwick, &c. a knight's fee of 
the lord Bardolph : this was held in the reign of Ed- 
ward III. by Benedict Ruſſell, the prioreſs of Black- 
burgh, Edmund de Monpinzoun, &c. 


Robert de Watlington by deed without date, in 
the reign of Henry II. confirmed to the monks of 
Caſtle-Acre all his tenements, lands, meadows, pai- 
tures, &c. which his anceſtors, and bimlelf, had 
given to them, 


Reginald de Warren, at the requeſt of fir Robert 
de Wallington, knt. confirmed to the monks of 
Caſtle-Acre all the grants which the aſoreſaid Ro- 
bert, or his anceſtors, had made to them. 


The leet was in the abbey of Ramſey, and at the 
diſſolution it came to the Hares, of Stow-Bardolph, 
—Leet-fee, 28. 8d. 


The church of Watlington is dedicated to St. Peter 
and St. Paul; it has a nave, with a north and ſouth 
aile annexed, all covered with lead, and built of 
carr-ſtone and boulder, in length about fiſty-ſeven 
feet, in breadth, including the ailes, about forty- 
three feet. At the weſt end of the nave is a four- 
{quare tower of the ſame materials, with quoins of 
tree-ſtone, embattled with brick, but cop'd with 
ſtone, and four ſtone pinnacles, one at each corner; 
on this is a cap of wood, covered with lead, a wea- 
ther-cock thereon, and four bells are in the ſaid tower. 


In the loweſt window of the north aile are the 
remains of the hgures of St. John Baptiſt, St. John 
che Evangeliſt, and that of our Saviour, but their 
heads are broken off. In the next, or ſecond window, 
as you aſcend, is the figure of Sr. Paul, and under 

him 
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him is the portraiture of a woman in a yellow gown, 
on her knees, her hands ere, and under her, in 


In the higheſt window of this aile, in the upper 
pannels, are the remains of the figures of three 
women ſaints, but their heads, &c. are broken olf; 
that in the middle ſeems to be the Virgin Mary, 
underneath her is the buſt of a woman (the reſt of 
her being broke out) holding a chain of gold, or 
ſtring of beads, in her right band, in a blue gown, 
on her knees, and her hands erect, and in an old 
character, Orate p. aiab; Galf11di de Bruſſeyard. et 
Agnetis uxor ej. This window is edg'd with goats 
heads coup'd, argent, attir'd and barb'd, or. 


The eaſt window of the ſaid aile has been finely 
illuminated, as all the reſt have been, by particular 
benefactors, and here are now parrots, and bunches 
of grapes, painted; at the eaſt end is an aſcent, and 
this aile has been ſome chapel. On the pavement 
here lies a marble, the plate and label of braſs, 
wherewith it was ornamented, which, together with 
the portraiture, is reaved, but by the inciſion of the 
ſtone, it was no doubt in memory of ſome prieſt 
that here officiated. 


At the weſt end of the nave is an old curious 
ſont; and as you aſcend the nave, on the pavement, 
lies a large marble grave-ſtone, which had a ſtately 
croſs floral, with four ſhields, and a rim of brals 
round it, about which was the inſcription in French; 
the letters were of braſs, the ſtone being cut and fitted 
ſo as to receive them, all which are now ſacrilegiouſly 
reaved ; by the inciſion, where the ſtone is not quite 


worn through, this may be made out: 52 
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nnn, 
SAME. PRIE. DEV. DE. SAME. -MERCl. 


This ſeems to be as old as Edward I. 's time, and 
is probably in memory of ſir Robert de Watlington, 


who lived in that reign, 


About the middle of the nave lies a marble, 
inſcribed To Thomas Inglebright, of Watlington, 
grocer, who died Feb. ad, 1702, aged 33 and to 
ſeveral of his children. 


On the back part of the pulpit—Grven by Henry | 
Punting, and augmented by Elizabeth his wife, 1616. 


On a large marble ſtone, at the eaſt end of the 
nave, Here lyeth the body of William Anipe, gent. and 
Eliabeth his wife ; he died April 25, 1654, aged 25; 
ſhe died November 29, 1672, aged 44, who had iſſue 
Peter, and Mary. 


And againſt the wall, at the ſouth-eaſt corner of | 
this nave, hangs an atchievement, Knipe, and thus | 
inſcribed, Were this place lyeth iulerr'd the body of 
William Anibe, ſon and har of Peter Knpe, of Heft- 
winch, in the county of Norfolk, gent. and Elnabeth, 
his wife, daughter of Thomas Croſs, of this pariſh, who 
departed this life April 25, 1654. | 


The roof of this nave is ſupported by ſeveral 
octangular pillars, forming eight arches, four on each 
fide, and the like number of windows over them. 


The upper part of the ſouth aile has been ſome 
chapel; part of the ſcreen which incloſed it is {till 


remaining, as allo the place for the holy water: 
I X over 
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over this part is a handſome gallery-pew belonging 
to the lord of the manor, and thereon are the arms 
of Davis and Gawſell, quarterly, impaling Berners — 
quarterly, Davis; — Gawſell ; impaling quarterly — 
Berners. Againſt the north wall of this aile, as you 
ſcend to this pew, is a little mural monument, with 
the effigies of a man in armour, and his wife, on 
their knees upon cuſhions ; the monument is adorned 
with two fluted columns, and a corniſh, and the 
ſhield of Gawſcll impaling Pratt, and this epitaph— 
Here lyeth the body of Thomas Gawſell, eſg; who mar- 
ried Suſan, the 2d daughter of Gregory Pratt, of Ry/lon, 
eſq. and had iſſue ſyx ſons and ſeaven daughters, whereof 
there were two ſons and ſyx daughters living at his death, 
and the ſaid T homas dy'd the ſecond of Fan. A. D. 1600. 
This monument was erected at the charge of 
Thomas Wolriche, of Cooling, in Suffolk, eſq. and 
the above-named Sulan, his wife. A ſhield is on the 
bottom—Wolriche impaling Pratt. 


The chancel is of the ſame materials with the 
church, and is in length about 46 feet, 19 in breadth, 
lofty, aud covered with reed. On the area here 
lay ſeveral grave-ſtones: At the weſt end, one with 
the arms of Davis and Gawlell, quarterly, impaling 
Berners, —Here lyeth the body of Gregory Davis, eq; 
who died the 22d day of September, 1706, in the g5th 
year of his age, leaving two ſons, Gregory, and fohn, 


On the right hand of this lies another, with 
the ſame arms, — Bridget, the wife of Gregory Davis, 
eſq. eldeſt daughter of Hatton Berners, eſq. of St. Mary's- 
hall, dyed 16 June, 1701, aged 27 years, 


On the left hand a third, inſcribed—To Gregory 
Gawſell, Arm. obijt Marti 5t0, An. Dom, 1656, Alatts 
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As you aſcend lies a marble grave: ſtone, with the 
ſhield of Boteler, impaling Gawſell, and a braſs 
plate—To Thome Boteler, Arnugerj, antique Botelorum 
familia in comutatu Heriſordia ortundj, an. ſalutis 
1637, Atatts ſue 67. 


Near to this are other grave-ſtones, in memory of 
the families of Gawſell and Davis. 


A little higher lies a marble ſtone with a ſhield, 
Edgar impaling of Spelman, of Narburgh, ——To 
Elizabeth, the wife of Stephen Edgar, gent. one of the 
daughters of Foln Spelman, eſq. of Narburgh-hall, wha 
dycd the 1j6 day of March, 1679, aged 35 years. 


At the caſt end lie grave-ſtones, —To Robert Spar- 
row, eſq. alderman, and twice mayor of the corporation 
King's Lynn, one of the ſons of Robert Sparrow, 
B. D. late reflor of this church, and of Fane his wifez 
he departed this life the 15th day of Dec. 17 16, aged 75. 


Another, 
20, 1726, aged 57. 


Adjoining to this, Lewis impales Cutler, —Mag- 
dalena lecliſſima, conjux Henricj Lewis, ref. de Rung- 
ton- Holme, hoc ſub marmore quieſcit, heroina, proſapia, 
ac hietate perinde clara. She was ſecond daughter to fir 
Gervaſe Culler, (of Stainburg-hall, in Yorkſtare, kt. 
and bart. colonel for king Charles I. and ſlain at Pom- 
fret-cafile, une 25, 1645) by Magdalen 5th daughter 
to John earl of Bridgewater, by Frances ad daughter of 
Ferdinando 5th earl of Derby, king in man, whoſe mother 
was daughter's daughter to Mary, ſecond daughter to 
King Henry VII. of England, and once Queen to Lewis 


XII. king of France, ſhe dyed March 8, 1682, and left 
8 2 two 


To Samuel Burkin, eſq. who died Fuly 
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two daughters, Magdalen and Elizabeth, lat. ſug 45. 


If women all were like to thee, 


lie men, for wives, ſhould happy be. 


Againſt the ſouth wall, near the weſt end, is a 
ſmall marble mural monument, with the effigies of 
a clergyman in his gown, as A. M. kneeling on a 
cuſhion, in an arch, ſupported by two pillaſters of 
the Ionick order, with their capitals gilt with gold, 
a deſk before him, and hands ere&t—on the ſummit, 
the arms of Freak on the balis, Here lyeth Joln 
Freak, A. M. ſome time fellow of Trinity college, Cam- 
bridge, redlor of this pariſh 2g years, the ſon of John 
Freak, D. B. and archdeacon of Norwich, and ſon of 
Edmund Freak, lord biſhop of Norwich, which Foln 
eyed Fanuary 20, 1628. 


On the ſouth fide, in the loweſt window, are the 
arms of Beſils, or Fitz-arms—Tendring—and in the 
upper window, on the ſame fide, Butler, Here are 
three ſtone arches, where have been three ſtalls, or 
ſeats, in the wall, and a fourth for the holy water, 
now all worked up and plaiſtered. 


On the north fide, in the loweſt window, have 
been the efſigies of the apoſtles, St. Paul, &c. with 
labels of the creed, now much defaced; on the 
ſummit of this window, the arms of Tony, and at 
the bottom of the window, Orate þ Dno. Rogero 
Tony, - - -, which ſhews the antiquity of this win- 
dow, he being re&or of this church m the gth of 
Edu ard III. 


In the ſecond window, —Orate p aiab; Rici Glad- 
del ſene et Alicie, . 


In 
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In the upper window are the arms of Bartholo- 
mew, Kc. 


Near to the porch, which is againſt the ſouth aile, 
lie two grave-ſtones in the church- xard, with croſſes 
pattee cut on them, reſembling thoſe of the kuights 
templars, and one with a croſs floral. 


The old value was twenty-hve marks, — Peter- 
pence 8d, 


This rectory is valued in the king's books at 141. 
16s. 8d. and pays tenths, &c. 


In the 41ſt of Henry III. Richard de Herlawe 
ſued Robert de Watlington for meſſuages, lands, and 
the advowſon of this church, in which family this 
advowſon and manor (as we have obſerved) conti= 


nued till the beginning cf the reign of Edward J. 


There were one hundred and forty communicants 


here in 160g. 


In 1637 John Lane, A. M. was admitted reQor by 
the commiſſioners appointed for the approbation of 


public preachers. 


In 1670 James Davy, of _ preſented (hac 
vice patron) aſſignee of Robert Gawſell, eſq. and iu 


1710 Edmund Rolfe, gent. preſented. 


In 1767, the Rev. Jermyn Pratt, brother of Ed- 
ward Pratt, eſq. of Weſt Riſton, was preſented to 
this 1eQory by the late John Davis, eſq. 


The Kervilles, of Watlington, ſays Mr. Parkin, 


were a younger branch of the family of St. Mary 
83 Wiggenhall, 
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Wiggenhall, in Freebridge Marſhland, and bore 
gules, three leopards heads, argent, jeflant flowers 
de lys. | | 


In this church of St Mary Wiggenhall are ſeveral 
coats painted on the glaſs, of Kerville impaling Fin- 
cham, le Butler, Shouldham, Narburgh, &c. 


Sir Henry Kerville, and his lady, are buried in the 
aforeſaid church, under a ſtately monument, with 
their effigies; he died June 26, 1624; ſhe March 6, 
1624. On the monument are arms of Kerville im- 
paling Plowden, Kerville impaling Fincham, and 
Kerville impaling le Butler, or Boteler. 


About the time of Edward IV. John Gawſell, eſq. 
held the manors of Wallington- and 'Thorpland, and 
Woodleves, in Fordham; and lands in Shouldham— 
Thorpe, Wimbottiſham, Stow, Fodderſton, Eaſt 
Winch, Wiggenhall, &c. in Norfolk, —and Richard. 
his brother, lands in Fordham, Denver, Riſton, 
Roxham, Upwell, Outwell, Tilney, &c. in Nortolk, 
and Letileport, in Cambridgeſhire. _ 


Thomas Gawſell, eſq. ſon of John, fold Walling- 
ton and Thorpland to William Conningſby, eſq. 
(afterwards a judge) in the 16th of Henry VIII. 


Urſula, widow of Richard Gawſell, eſq. occurs 
wife of William Butts, eſq. in 1547; and they pre- 
ſented to this church ſeveral times; the laſt was in 


1563. 
Gregory Gawſell, eſq. died ſingle March 5, 16536, 


aged 70, and was buried in Watlington church. 
Suſan, daughter and heir of his brother Edmund, 
ſecond wile of fir John Davis, of Berecourt, in Berk- 


{hire 
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ſhire, had this manor, and left a ſon, Gregory 
Davis, eſq. who married Bridget, eldeſt daughter of 
Hatton Berners, eſq. of Wiggenhall, St. Mary's-Hall, 
and dying in 1706, aged 34, leſt a fon, Gregory, who 
died July 9, 1710, aged 12 years, and a fon, John 
Davis, eſq. who married the daughter and co-heir of 
Philip Bedingfield, eſq. the died without iſſue in 
1749, at Bath, and her huſband, John Davis, elq. 


at Watlington, 1778. 


The village of Watlington lies on the great drove 
road from the fens towards Norwich, and the fairs in 
Norfolk. Watlington,-Hall, the ſeat of Thomas 
Pleſtow, eſq. is a handſome modern-built houſe, with 
a park, and beautiful plantations, &c. it is ſeen with 
much ſatisfaction from the turnpike-road-on Totten- 


hill common. 


WELNEY. We do not meet with any other 
account of this town than what is mentioned in Up- 
well and Outwell, the three being included, and un- 
derſtood, as being each a part of Well, as they are 
molt commonly called. 


This hamlet lies on the bank of the old river 
Ouſe, or Well, which formerly had its natural courſe 
this way: —In it is a chapel-of-caſe to Upwell, the 
Rev. Edward Pemberton being rector and patron, 


The Old Bedford River, and New Bedford, or 
Hundred-foot, paſſes cloſe by here: But this part of 
the country is the moſt dreary and ineligible to re- 
ſide in; at leaſt it ſo appears to us. 


The Old Well, Ouſe, or Croft river, from this 
downwards, divides the county of Norfolk from 
3 and of courſe the chapel, and many 

84 ol 
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— of the houſes are in the latter. Here is a bridge 
and ferry to paſs over towards Litteport, from which 
It 18 about five, miles, as the bird flies; but may, for 
ought we know, .be twenty by any carriage, or even 
bridle-road. ; 


This part of the Bedford Level is principally 
drained by mills, which is eſteemed a very expenſive 
mode, and totally inadequate to the purpoſe :—But 


Juch has been the faſcination and impotence of men 
and meaſures! | 


WEREHAM, WIIEHAu, or WaRHAu, in the 
book of Doomſday called Wia REUAu, taking its 
naine from a ſtream, or run of water, iſſuing out of 
a pond in the midſt of the town. - In the reign of 
the Confeſſor, Toli was lord, who being deprived at 
the conqueſt, king William granted it to Rainold, 
ſon of Ivo, one of his Norman adventurers, with 
many other lordſhips in this county; when Toli 
was lord, it was valued at 100s. It was half a 


Jeaca long, and the ſame in breadth, and paid fix- 
pence halfpenny to a 20s, gelt of the hundred. 


The great poſſeſſions of Raino!d came to the no- 
ble family of the earls of Clare, who were the capi- 
tal lords of the town. 

Cavennam Manor, Jeffrey Fitz-piers, earl of 
Eſſex. held it in the reign of king John of the earl 
of Clare, and on his founding the priory of Should- 
ham, gave a moiety of this town to the ſaid priory ; 
in the 33d of Henry III. the prior had a charter for 
free warren; he had alſo free bull and boar, was 
patron of the church which was appropriated to the 
priory, with five acres of glebe land; had the 
amercements of brewers and bakers in his — 

al 
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and owed once a year. ſuit of court at Clare; and 
there belonged to him two windmills, the moiety of 


a watermill, alſo a meſſuage, &c. formerly of the 


fee of William Say, who held in capite. 


After the diſſolution, it was granted March 2, in 
the 36th of Henry VIII. to fir Edmund Bedingfield, 
of Oxburgh, knt. by the name of the manor and 
grainge of Cavenham, with the great tithes of Were- 
ham and Stoke, to be held by the 4oth part of a 
fee, and the payment of gl. 17s. 11d. rent per ann. 
and in this family it remained till about the year 
1718, when fir Henry Bedingfield conveyed it to 
Edward Nightingale, eſq. of Kneeſworth, in Cam- 
bridgeſhire, and Edward Nightingale, eſq. his grand- 
ſon, is the preſent lord, 


Cavenham grainge is about a mile north-eaſt of 
the town of Wereham, and in the faid pariſh; in 
1579, the rent of afſiſe of the free tenants was 41. 
45. 10d. of the cuſtomary ones, 10l. 168. 10d. ob. q. 


The temporalities of the priory of Shouldham in 


1428, for this manor here, and extending into Stoke 
and Wretton, were g2l. 48. 9d. ob. 


Werrnan-Hart Maxon was antiently in ſepa- 
rate tenures. In the 2oth of Henry III. Robert 
Bardolph, and 'Thomas Reed, held the fourth part 
of a ſee- of the carl of Glouceſter and Clare; Robert 
married Avice, (or, as ſome ſay, Lora) daughter and 
heir of John de Lound, lord of this manor, and by 
Avice, daughter and heir of Bardolph, it came by 
marriage to fir Ingelram Belet, knight of the bath, 
who died in the reign of Edward I, and it deſcended 
to Robert, his fon, 


In 


262 UND D OF 


In the giſt of that king, John de Bures, and 
Ralph de Alemania, conveyed lands by fine in this 
town, Crimpleſham, Stoke, Weſt-Dereham, Bough- 
ton, &c. to Robert Bardolph. | 


William de Wereham paſſed, by fine, meſſuages 
and lands in the ſaid towns, &c. in the 7th of Ed- 
ward II. to John of the Hall at Frenge; and in the 
following year, Robert Belet died ſeiſed of a fee and 
a half, held of the honor of Clare, in the ſaid towns, 
&c. This William was probably deſcended from 
Walter, and Ralph de Wereham, who had a lord- 
ſhip here in Henry III's. time. In the 15th of Ed- 
ward I. Robert de Long was lord. 


In the 23d of Edward III. John de Benſtead 
conveyed a moiety of this manor to John de Wea- 
ſenham, and in the giſt, Ralph de Hinton ſold to 
Richard Tooth two meſſuages, land, &c. in this 
town, and Stoke, from the heirs of Beatrix, his wife. 


Sir Richard Walkſare held it in the 4oth year of 
the ſaid reign, for life, as part of the inheritance of 
John de Denham, fon and heir of Avice Walkfare, 
daughter (probably). and heir of Belet, married, firſt 
to Denham's father; and in the zoch of that king 
this part was conveyed on Wedneſday after the feaſt 
of Sc. Faith, by the truſtees of John de Denham, to 
Richard Tooth, together with the manor of Wiron- 
hall, in Wretton. 


From Tooth it came to Roger Davy, and from 
them (as in Boughton Overhall-manor) to fir Lewes 
Orrell, who conveyed this lordſhip, with that of 
Wiron-hall, io fir Thomas Lovell, knight of the 
garter; and in or about 1615, fir Francis Lovell, of, 


Eaſt-Harling, conveyed it to fir Thomas i: 
| rom 
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from that family it came to Stephen Edgar, gent. of 
Watlington, in 1632; his ſon Thomas fold it to 
Benjamin Dethick, eſq. ſon of fir John Dethick, 
in 1682, whole ſon John Dethick, eſq. conveyed the 
manor and demeſne lands in 1751 (but not the hall) 
to John Heaton, elq. of London. 


The family of Dethick was originally of Dethick- 
hall, in Derbyſhire, and afterwards of Wormegay, 
in this hundred. Some of this family alſo were of 
Middleton, Weſt Newton, and Harpley, in Free- 
bridge-Lynn. 


Robert Dethick, eſq. was ſlain, with his ſon Tho- 
mas, on Palm-Sunday, 1460, in Towton-Field bat- 
tle, in Yorkſhire; his daughter and heir brought 
Dethick-hall to the Babington's. 


Sir John Dethick was lord mayor of London in 
1656, and mercer; his firſt wife was Ann, daughter 
of Francis Smallpiece, of Norwich, relict of Thomas 
Anguiſh, gent, by whom he had no iſſue ſurviving; 
he died at Tottenham, in Middleſex, where he had 
a country ſeat, in 1671, and was buried in the 
church of St. Andrew Underſhaft, London, leaving 
a ſon and heir, by. his fecond wife, Benjamin, who 


purchaſed this eſtate of Mr, Thomas Edgar. 


Wrron-Harr ſtood in a cloſe at the eaſtern part 
of Wereham, on the welt fide of the lane that leads 
to Wretton, commonly called Stoneoaks Cloſe, but 
more probably Stokes-Cloſe ; it takes its name from 
a run or, ſtream of water, here ariſing, and the 
manor extends into Wretton and Stoke. In the 
16th of Henry III. Stephen de Stokes held it, and 
granted. by fine, the advowlon of the church of 


Wretton to the abbot of Welt Dercham, who had a 
| molety 
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moiety only, as it ſeems. Warine Goſeman, and 
his barons, held alſo, about the fame time, another 
moiety: Stokes held his by a quarter of a fee, and 
Goſeman his by the 4oth part of a fee, the capital 
Jord being the carl of Glouceſter and Clare. 


In the 15th of Edward II. Robert de Sale had an 
intereſt herein, and in the 8th of Edward III. his 
truſtee granted, by fine, to Nicholas Gamage, a 
moiety of this manor, which Guy de St. Clare held 

in dower. 


John Fynn, in the 20th of Edward III. was lord 
of the part which John de Stokes formerly held, 
and paid 48. towards the making that king's eldeſt 
fon a knight: in the 24th of the ſaid King, John 
Bray, and Catherine, his wife, daughter of John 
Fynn, and Chriſtian, ſiſter of Catherine, paſſed it, 
by fine, to John de Weaſenham, citizen of London; 
after this, the truſtees of John de Denham, &c. con- 
veyed it to Richard Tooth, of Wereham; from 
Tooth it came to Davy, &c. and * Heaton, 
eſq. is the preſent lord. 


The leet is in the lord of the hundred, and, with 
Wretton and Stoke, is 2s 6d, 


The church is dedicated to St. Margaret, has a 
nave that is camerated, plaiſtered, and covered with 
reed, with a ſouth aile covered with lead, a four- ſquare 
low tower, with four pinnacles of free- ſtone, and one 


bell; it is about forty feet long, and forty broad. 


At the weſt end of the nave lie ſeveral grave- 
ſtones, in memory of the Adamſons; and at the caſt 
end two grave-ſtones, on which have been the effi- 
gies, on 1 plates, of perſons. in their 7 

eets, 


— 
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ſheets, now reaved. At the eaſt end of the ſouth 

aile is a mural monument of marble, &c. with the 
arms of Adamſon, impaling Clark, —In a vault near 
this place lies interred the body of Chriſlopher Adamſon, 
of this pariſh, gent. who died September 25, 1744. 
aged 71 years. In the ſame vault lies the body of 
Martha, the wife of Fokn Heaton, of London, gent. and 

* daughter of the above- named Chriſtopher Adamſon, and 
Martha, his wife, who died 15 December, 1743, aged 
33 years. In the ſame vault lies alſo the body of 
Suſannah Adamſon, the daughter of Mr. ohm Grutch- 
field, citizen of London, and Suſannah his wife, 
and wife of Benjamin Adamſon, one of the ſons of 
the above-mentioned Chriſtopher Adamſon, and Martha, 
has wife, who died March 25. 1742, aged 27 years. 
On this are alſo the arms of Heaton, impaling Adam- 
ſon; and Adamſon, impaling Crutchfield. 


The chancel is about twenty-ſix feet long, and ſe- 
yentcen broad, covered with reed, 


On the pavement lies a ſtone in memory of 
John D'Artigues, curate of this church, who died in 


1744. 


The rectory, with the manſe and ſour acres of 
land, were valued at ten marks. Peter- pence 13d. 


Gilbert earl of Clare. lord of this town, gave 
the tithe of his demeſue lands in the reign of king 
Stephen to the priory of Clare, in Suffolk; this por- 
tion was valued in 1428 at 40s. per ann, Gettr 
Fitz-Piers, lord, on his founding the priory of Should- 
ham, gave the advowſon of the church (then a rec- 
tory) tothe ſaid priory, which being allo at that time 
appropriated thereto, became a curacy, and was ſerved 
by a cauon of that conyeut, On the dillolutioy the 
great 
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great tithes were granted, with the manor of Caven- 
bam, to fir Edmund Bedingfield, of Oxburgh, from 
which family they paſſed to Edward Nightingale, elq. 
as is before obſerved. The fmall tithes continued in 
the crown till granted September 14, in the 18th of 
Elizabeth, to Adara Bland, &c. whoſe ſon conveyed 
his right to Francis Mundeford, eſq. 


In the reign of James I. forty-three communicarts 
were returned to be in the pariſh. 


Lionel Life held theſe vicarial tithes in the reign of 
. William III. after him Mr. Warren, who conveyed 
them to Roger Pratt, eſq. of Riſton, whole ſon, 
Edward Pratt, eſq. nates the curate. 


William de Say, father of Beatrix, wife of Geffrey 
Fitz-Piers, earl of Eſſex, in whoſe right he was lord 
of this town, gave lands, &c. here to Caſtle-Acre 


priory. g 


Several others gave lands, &c. in this pariſh to re- 
ligious houles. 


In the church was the guild of St. Margaret, and 
by the town pond is a well dedicated to that faint. 
Wi, or Wye, is a Britiſh word, ſignifying water; in 
Wales, and in Derbyſhire, &c. are rivers of that 
name, alſo a conſiderable town in Kent. 


The Prronry and Maxor of WINWALOE. It was 
founded by the family of the earls of Clare, and 
ſtood about a mile north-eaſt of Wereham town. 


He was a Britiſh ſaint“, and flouriſhed about the year 
350, 


* Lobineaux Hiſtor. de Britan. Tom, 1. . Commentar, - 
Doctor Smith in Becl. Martyrol. p. 362. 
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50, an abbot, and canonized, The firſt account 
we meet with of it is in the 7th year of king John, 
when the earls of Clare and Glouceſter were found 
to hold a court here, (apud Scu' Wynewalum) and in 
the reign of Henry III. Margaret de Stradfet gave 
and releaſed to Weſt Dereham abbey all the lands 
which were her father's, lying in the fields, ſurround- 
ing the church of Sr. Winwaloch, comperting on the 
common of Wereham: it was a cell to the abbey of 
Mounſtroll, or Muſterol, in the diocefe of Amiens, 
in France, of the order of St. Benedict. The pa- 
tronage of this cell was in the earls of Clare, and 
the prior, about this time, held fixty acres of land 
here, in pure alms, of the gift of, the earls of Glou- 
ceſter and Clare, 


The earls of Clare had a priſon in their lordſhip 
here, for the honor of Clare; many actions and ſuits 
were here tried, and was looked on as a grievance ; 
and the jury in the gd of Edward I. preſented it, 
being to the prejudice of the king, and county of 
Norfolk. The abbot and convent of Muſtrol fold 
and conveyed it in 1321 to Hugh Scarlet, of Lin- 
coln, and he conveyed it to the lady Elizabeth de 
Burgo. 


Edward III. granted licenſe April g, anno 10, to 
the lady Elizabeth de Burgo, ſiſter and co-heir of 
Gilbert, earl of Clare, to give and aſſign ſeven meſ- 
ſuages, lands, &c. in Wereham, Boughton, Stoke, 
Welt Dereham, Barton, and Narford, the fair of &.. 
Winewaloe, in Norfolk, to the abbot and convent of 
Welt Dereham, to find a chaplain to celebrate di- 
vine ſervice in the chapel of Winewaloe, for the ſoul of 
Gilbert earl of Clare, &c. daily, for ever, 


Edmund 
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Edmund de Mortimer, earl of March, &c. con- 
firmed the faid grant, with this proviſo, That the 
chaplain aforeſaid be a ſecular chaplain, and not a 
regular, and that the ſervice in the abbey of Weſt 
Dereham be ſtill continued, and not ſet aſide on ac- 
count of this ſervice.in the chantry of the chapel of 
St. Winwalce, for the ſouls of Gilbert, &c. dated 
anno 45, Edward III._—The abbot of Weſt Dercham 


kept a court here in the 17th of Henry VI. and 2d 


of Edward IV. 


At the general diſſolution of religious houſes it 
came to the crown, and on the igth of September, 
in the 4th and 5th of Philip and Mary. was granted, 
with all its appurtenances, to Thomas Guybon, eſq. 
and William Mynn, to be held in free ſoccage of the 
honor of Eaft Greenwich. William Guybon, gent. 
conveyed it in the gth of Elizabeth to Francis Munde- 
ford, eſq. of Wereham. Thomas Mcthwold, of 
Thomſon college, gent. ſold it in 16gg to fir John 
Hare, who kept a court here in the ſaid year, and 
the late fir George Hare, bart. his immediate heir, 


dicd lord. | 


What remains of this priory is a building chiclly of 
free-llone, about 35 feet long, and go broad, and 
from its {cite (ſtanding eaſt and weſt) ſeems to be the 
old chapel; in a writing, about 1570, we find it wrote 
Wynhold Capella; it is now a farm-houle, and here is 
annually a fair kept on the gd of March, St. Winwa— 
loe's day, of note for the ſale of many horſes, cows, 
Kc. and this being generally a cold and courle ſcaſon 
of the year, the ſtorms at this time are commonly 
called —Whinwall ſtorms—and this old rhyme be- 
xomes frequently quoted in the neighbourhood : 


Firſt 


. 
| 
| 
0 
| 
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Firſt comes David, next comes Chad, 
Then comes Whinzwall, as if he was mad. 


The temporalities of Weſt Dereham, with this 
priory, in Wereham, Wretton, and Stoke, were va- 
lued at 71. 28. 8d. ſor lands and a mill, &c. in 1428. 


A little to the weſt of the church of Wereham is a 
well, called St. Margaret's well; in the time of popery, 

on the day of that Saint, people diverted themſelves 
with cakes and ale, muſic and dancing, alms and of- 
ferings were brought, and vows made at ſuch like 


ſainted wells, and called well-wor/ſhrp. 


The village of Wereham lies on the poſt road 
leading from London; ninety miles, to Lynn-Regis, 
twelve miles. With reſpe& to the generality of vil- 
lages in Norfolk, it is rather handſome, being plea- 
lantly ſituated, and well built. 


In 1746 the Rev. Jermyn Pratt was preſented to 
the conſolidated curacy of Wereham with Wretton. 


WESTBRIGGS. This little, and now almoſt 
depopulated village, adjoins ro Wormegay; in the 
ſurvey it was wrote-Weltbruge. Turchetill was lord 
in the Confeſſor's time, but the Conqueror gave it 
to Hermerus de Ferrariis, and it was always valued 
at bos. This village is five furlongs long, and three 
broad, and pays ad. to the gelt, when the hundred 
is aſſeſſed at 20s. 


Under the invaſions of Hermerus, we find that in 
Weſtbriggs he had ſeized on three free-men, who 
had half a carucate, valued at 5s, Of thefe his 
predeceſſors had only the protection, and St. Bene- 
dict (of Ramſey) had the ſoc; alſo, in the ſame vil- 
lage on eight free- men, who were under Dan 


> 
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the ſoc, and foldage of the lord, with 10 acres, va- 
lued at gs. 


This town, aſter the ſaid Hermerus, was held by 
William de Wormegay, Reginald de Warren, and 
the lords Bardolph, of which barony it was a mem- 
ber. In the 38th of Henry III. William lord Bar- 

dolph had a grant of free-warren here, &c. and in 
Wormegay. On the attainder of Thomas lord Bar- 
dolph, Henry IV. in his gth year, gave it, with the 
barony ot Wormegay, to Thomas Beaufort, his bro- 
ther; after the 'death of this Thomas (duke of Ex- 
eter) it deſcended” as is related in Wormegay, when 
on the death of William viſcount Beaumont, who 
died withonr iſſue, and his lady, it came to the 
crown, and Edward VI. gave it in his firſt year to 
John Dudley, duke of Northumberland, who in the 
th year of the ſaid king, had licenſe to alienate it 
to Thomas Mildmay. His ſon, Thomas, was lord in 
the gth of Elizabeth, and ſold it in the 2gd of the 
faid queen to Francis Gawdy, eſq. afterwards lord 
chief juſtice of the common pleas. 


In the 16th of Elizabeth, concealed lands and te- 
nements in the tenure of H. Patrick, W. Butts, 
J. Drake, and William Porter, in this town, Setch, 
Row, Tottenhill, Fodderſton, and Shouldham-Thorpe, 
were granted to Ed. Dyer, and H. Creſſiner. 


The church of Weſtbriggs is more generally under- 
{lood as Tottenhall church, and is dedicated to St. 
Botolph; it is a ſmall edifice, with a nave and 
chancel; the nave is covered with lead, the chancel 
with tile; at the weſt end of the nave is a little 
four- ſquare tower of ragg-ſtone, &c. embattled with 
free-ſtone, a ſhaft covered with lead, but here is no 
bell; over the door, on the ſouth fide, as you enter the 
church, is a crols like that of a knight templar. 


— 


In 


CLAEKCLOSE. 271 


In the chancel, on the pavement, within the com- 
munion rails, lies a marble grave-ſtone, with the 
fhield of Taylor, impaling Steward, —quartering 
Burley, and Walkfare.—Over all, in an eſcutcheon 
of pretence, Stuart. In memory of Mary, wife of 
Samuel Taylor, eſq. of King's-Lynn, the youngeſt daugh- 
ter of fir Robert and Dame Elizabeth Steward, mother 
of eleven children; four of them died before her, and are 
buried in St. Margaret's church, King's-Lynn; Sarah, 
the youngeſt, living but five days, was buried with her 
in this grave; ſhe died 11 March, 1709, in the goth 
year of her age. 


Adjoinang to this lies another marble grave-ſtone, 
with the quartered coat of Steward in a lozenge, and 
—Elizabetha, viri ornatiſſimi Roberti Stuarti, equitts 
aur ali, dotaria, et antiquiſſima et clariſſima Stuartarum 
proſapna, flirpe vere regia, Inſula Elienſi oriunda, alt. 
19 Nov. An. Salut, 1692. 


On the right ſide of this another marble grave- 
ſtone, with the quartered coat of Steward in a lozenge. 
In memory of Sarah, eldeſt daughter of fir Robert 
and Dame Elizabeth, who died September 23, 1710, 
aged 58 years. 


On the pavement of the chancel lies a ſtone In 
memory of Edward Miller, ſleward to the Lady Steward 
45 years, who died 12 November, 1715. 


On the pavement of the ſaid chancel lie alſo two 
marble grave-ſtones ; one inſcribed to- Samuel T ay- 
ler, armiger, Cc. Deſideratiſſimus ob.. ſebult. 10. 

. Ao. ætat. 59. Dn. 1727 —— primogent- 
tus harenti, The other——To Simon Tayler generoſ. 
(Samuelis juxta depoſiti) obt. Ful. 12, Ao, atat. 38, 


Dom. 1733. LI 
1 2 William 


þ 
v 
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William de Wormegay, who lived in the reigns of 
king Stephen, and Henry II. &c. gave, by deed 
without date, to the monks of Caſlle-Acre, the church 
of Weſlbriggs, with the liberties and appurtenances, 

&c. and the patronage of this church remained with 
the abbey till the 19th of Edward IJ. An exchange 
was made on William lord Bardolph's grant of the 
'church of North Burlingham St. Peter's to the 
prior, and this advowſon was given to that lord, 


William de Warren, lord of Wormegay, who 
lived in the reigns of Richard J. and king John, &c. 
by deed without date, gave to the church of St. Bo- 
tolph, of Weſtbriggs, three acres and half a rood of 
land, in a field called Fordhill Wong, of that part 

«which lies next the ſouth, in exchange for three acres 
and half a rood which did belong to the aforeſaid 
church, lying in a field called Long-land Wong. 


In 1367, the rector was preſented by queen Phi- 
-lippa, by grant from the king, as guardian to Wil- 
Jiam, ſon and heir of John lord Bardolph; taxed at 
ſeventeen marks: And in 1411, fir Thomas Beau- 
fort, knt. admiral and chancellor of England, pre- 


ſented. 


On the 18th of July, 1416, this church was ap- 
propriated to the priory of the Holy Croſs and Sr. 
Mary of Wormegay, on the gift of Thomas earl of 
Dorcheſter, on condition they ſupply the cure by 
one of their canons, or find a ſufficient chaplain ; 
and a yearly penſion of 20d. was paid by the prior, 
Kc. out of it, to the prior, &c. of Norwich. In 
1468, when the priory of Wormegay was united to 
the priory of Pentney on account of the fires, in- 
_undations, wars, peſtilences, poverty of the land, 
and repairs of the banks, this church, as part of the 
ꝓoſſeſſions of the priory of Wormegay, came to that 


of 
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of Pentney, and a penſion of 10s. per ann. was 
granted to the biſhop of Norwich. | 


On the diſſolution of Pentney, this rectory came 
to the crown, and ſo continued till the reign of 
queen Elizabeth, when it was granted to the biſhop of 
Ely and his ſucceſſors, on an exchange of lands, &c. 
between that queen and the ſee of Ely, and is held 
of the ſaid biſhop by leave; Andrew Taylor, elq. 
of Beechamwell, was the late impropriator. 


The temporalities of the prior of Wormegay here 
were valued at 19s. 2d. in 1428 ;—the ſpuitualities. 
of the ſaid prior at ſeventeen marks, 


In 1557, Robert Morley was collated by the bi- 
ſhop of Norwich to the church of Weltbriggs cum 
Tottenhill. 


In 1639. Richard Urmeſton was preſented by the 
king, by lapſe, to the church and reQory of Welt- 
briggs cum Tottenhill: how theſe preſentations hap- 
pened we cannot account for; at preſent it is, as 
obſerved, an impropriation, and ſerved by a ſtipen- 
diary curate, The curate, in 160g, returned one 
hundred and ten communicants, 


WIMBOTSHAM, or WimzoTTIsHam, at the. 
general ſurvey called Wineboteſham, and  Wine- 
bodeſham, from its ſcite, a dwelling by the water. 


ABBOT of Rawsty's Manor, King Edgar gave 
this manor, with one in Downham, into which it 
extended, to this abbey; in the Conqueror's time it. 
conſiſted of two carucates of land, &c, valued at 41. 


per ann. but at the ſurvey at 3]. 
I GY $594k In 
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In the 35th of Henry III. the abbot had a charter 
ſor free-warren in all his demeſne lands. At this 
town the gaol for the hundred of Clackcloſe, 
which belonged to the abbot, as lord of the hun- 
dred, was kept; and in 1258 William Brito, one 
of the king's judges, held by the king's writ a 
gaol delivery of many robbers, &c. taken in and 
without the abbot's liberty. In the gd of Edward I. 
this manor, with that of Hilgay, the market of 
Downham, and the hundred and half of Clackcloſe, 
were of ten marks per ann. value to the abbot, and 
| afterwards this manor alone was valued at twenty 


marks per ann. 


In the reign of Henry V. John Bekeſwell, Ntewardt 
to Thomas Botterwick, abbot of Ramſey, accounted 
for 141. gs. 10d. per ann. the iſſues thereof. On the 
diſſolution of abbies it came to the crown, and 
Henry VIII. in his g6th year, gave it, with the ad- 
vowlon of the rectory of Downham, to Robert Mil- 
ler, gent. to be held by the 40th part of a kright's 
fee; and in the 1ſt of queen Mary, Miller had li— 
cenſe to alienate it to John Walpole, eſq. of Colkirk. 
Launditch hundred, afterwards ſerjeant at law; and 
on May 16, anno 16th of Elizabeth, William Wal- 
pole, (of Fittleworth, in Suſſex, and of Gray's-Inn, 
London,) conveyed it to Francis Gawdy afterwards a 
knight, and chief judge of the common pleas, whole 
daughter and heir, Elizabeth, being married to fir 
William Newport, alias Hatton, had by him Frances, 
daughter and heir, married to fir Robert Rich, (after- 
wards earl of Warwick), from whom it came by pur- 
chaſe to fir Ralph Hare, of Stow-Bardolph, in or 
about the geh of James I. in which family it re- 

| mains 


| + The abbot's ſleward here was anciently ſtiled Præpoſitus 
villz, | | 
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mains, fir George Hare, bart. being the late lord; 
and he dying without illue, one of his ſiſters and co- 
heirs brought this lordſhip by marriage to the lately 
deceaſed Rev. Dr. Thomas Moore, who alſo died 
without iſſue. Sir Thomas Harris, knt. of Finchley, 
in Middleſex, married the other ſiſter of fir George 


Hare, bart. 


IxcALDESTHORP's Manor, William ear] Warren 
had on the conqueſt lands, &c. valued at 408. which 


twenty-four free-men held in the Confeſſor's time, by 
ſoccage of the abbey of Ramley, and conſtituted this 
manor here, and in Downham. 


About the reign of Henry IT. Baldwin appears to 
have an intereſt herein, and payed one mark per ann. 
rent for lands of Richard de Balliol. In the 19th 
of Henry III. a fine was levied between Roger de 
Frevil, and Hamon Lanveſe, of one carucate of land 
here conveyed to Roger; after this, in the 41ſt of the 
ſaid king, it appears to be in the lamily of Ingal- 
deſthorp, Iſabella, widow of Thomas de Ingaldeſ- 
thorp, being then found to hold the fourth part of a 
fee of the earl Warren, In the 46th of Edward III. 
fr William de Ingaldeſthorp died poſſeſſed of it, va- 
lued then at 10]. per ann. and in the gd of Henry IV, 
it was held by the lady Eleanor Ingaldeſthorp. 


Sir Edmund de Ingaldeſthorp was the laſt heir 
male of that family, who was lord, and on his death 
it came to Iſabel, his daughter and heir, who was 
married firſt to John Neville, marquis Montacute, 
and after to fir William Norris, knt. and in the 2d 
of Henry VII. mandamus's were awarded to find out 
the lauds whereof the aforeſaid Iſabel died ſeiſed in 
the 16th of Edward IV. when her five daughters, by 
the marquis, were her heirs; one of whom, Iſabel, 
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was married to fir William Hudleſton, of Sawſton, 
in Cambridgeſhire, who in her right was lord of this 
manor; and in the 22d of Henry 2 85 fir John 
Hudleſton died lord. 


In 1574 Nicholas Hare, eſq. was poſſeſſed of it, 
and preſented to the church, and in this family i it 
continues, united with Ramſey manor, 


Tonwert Manor. Hermerus de Ferrariis at the 
conqueſt ſeized on forty acres of land here, held by 
three free-men in the time of the Confeſſor, which 
conſtituted this lordſhip; this town, with Stow, are 
ſaid to be one leuca in length, and half a one in 
breadth, and to pay 16d. at a 20s. gelt. The pol- 
ſeſſions of Hermerus deſcended to the lords Bardolph, 
of Wormegay, and became part of that honor, or 
barony, and William lord Bardolph, in the 38th of 
Henry III. had a grant of free-warren here. In the 
reign of Henry VI. John Tonwell, ſenior, was lord, 
and held it of the aforeſaid honor, and payed a quit 
rent for lands which he held here of the abbot of 
Ramſey. In 1500 Peter Blake died poſſeſſed of it; 
and his nephew, Jafper Blake, died lord in 1347. 
Jn the 18th of James I. Roger Pratt, gent. held it; 
after this we meet with no further account of it, be- 
ing ſoon after (as we conceive). joined to the above- 
mentioned lordſhip, 


The temporalities of the abbot of Ramſey were, in 
the reign of Henry VI. valued here at 181. 168. Ed. 
the ſpiritualities of the ſaid abbot at 20s. being a por- 
tion out of the rectory; this was given Sept. 15, in 
the gd of Elizabeth, to Edward Warner, and Ralph 
Shellon, 


The 


CLACKCLOSE. 277 


The church of Wimbottiſham is dedicated to St. 
Mary, is a ſingle pile of ragg- tone and boulder, co- 
vered with reed, with a broad {quare tower of the 
aforeſaid materials, embattled and coped with free- 
ſtone, with a carved pinnacle at each corner, in 
which hang three bells; it is in length about fiſty- 
two feet, and about twenty -two in breadth; the roof 
is camerated, and impanelled with oak, on the mitres 
of which are ſeveral ſmall antique heads of ſaints, 
kings, &c, and at the eaſt end the buſt (as it ſeems) 
of the Virgin, with a legend, 


On the head of an old ſeat of oak are the arms of 
Spelman, of Narburgh, impaled by Blake. 


In the church were formerly the arms of Ingal- 


deſthorp impaling fable, a feſs dauncy, and three - 


mullets in chief, pierced, argent. 


The chancel is about twenty-five feet long, and 
ſeventeen broad, and the whole is covered with reed, 


In 1473 the rector was preſented by fir William 
Norris. The church at this time was valued at ten 


marks, 


In 1569 Thomas Fretwell was patron, hac vice, by 
a grant from John L'Eſtrange, gent. and in 1574 
Nicholas Hare, eſq. preſented. 


In 160g the rector certified that there were 134 
communicants here, 


In 1764, Nov. 28, the Rev. Dr. Thomas Moore, 
as patron, in right of his wife, preſented himſelf to 
this rectory; and on November 16, 1769, this church 
was conſolidated with Stow-Bardolph, 

. This 
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Ihis rectory is valued in the king's books at zl. 
bs. Sd. and being accounted in clear value 39l. per 
ann. is diſcharged of firſt fruits and tenths; the ſy- 
nodals are 2s. procurations 16d. —Old value was 


ten marks, Peter- pence 13d. 


William, chamberlain to William the ſecond earl 
Warren, gave the tithe of his land here to the abbey 
of Caſtle-Acre; Roger, ſon of Wimer, the ſewer, a 
dependent of the ſaid carl, gave and confirmed his 
tithe in this town, which his father, and his mother, 


Gilla, had given to the ſaid abbey. 


The village of Wimbottiſham lies on the ſouth fide 
of the turnpike road leading from Lynn-Regis, ten 
miles, to Downham, two miles, Ely, Cambridge, and 
London. 


WORMEGAY, Wermtcay, Wirkwmycay, or 
Won, vulgarly called Runcay, and was wrote 
in Doomſday-book WIERAMEGAI. Hermerus de Fer- 
rariis, a powerful Norman baron, had the grant of 
this lordſhip on. the expulſion of Turchetill, who 
had large poſſeſſions before the Conqueſt ; Herme- 
rus takes place in the ſurvey before the abbots, &c. 
and had forty-two manors given him in the follow- 
ing hundreds: Sixteen in Clackcloſe ; ten (includ- 
ing what he had alſo ſeized on and invaded) in 
Freebridge; one in Shropham ; three in Launditch ; 
eleven in Mitford; and one in Humbleyard, includ- 
ing, as we have obſerved, what he ſeized on, as the 


{urvey ſets forth, 


In Turchetill's time this lordſhip had a church ; 
the whole, valued at 60s. per ann. was five furlongs 
long, and two bread, and paid ad. to a 20s. gelt. 


AS 
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As the lords of this barony were chiefly of con- 
ſiderable note in the hiſtory of this kingdom, we 
ſhall be the more particular in our account of them, 


. Hermerus's deſcendents, according to the Norman 

cuſtom, took the name of de Wormegay from this 
lordſhip, which was the head manor of a barony. 
The firſt that we meet with (and probably fon of 
Hermerus) was Richard de Wormegay, father of 
William de Wormegay, who in the 7th or $th year 
of Henry II. accounted for 20l. 10s. belonging to 
his barony, and in the 12th of that king was found 
to hold fourteen knights fees and a half in capite, 
alſo two knights fees of the old feolfment, of Hugh 
Bigot. Soon after this William died, anno 14 
Henry II. in which year Reginald de Warren, ſe— 
cond fon of William II. and brother of William III. 
earls Warren and Surrey, accounted for gl. 10s. for 
this barony, (and had a good part of his ſcutage par- 
doned) on the marriage of Maud, the king's daughter, 
to Henry duke of Saxony. This Reginald married 
Alice, daughter and heir of William de Wormegay, in 
the 14th and 15th of that king: he was a Juſtice i itine- 
rant in Norfolk, Suffolk, Surry, &c. and in the 20th, 
one that was appointed to levy tallages in the king's 
demeſnes of England; and gave to the canons of 
Southwark the church of Plumpton, in Suſſex. 


Reginald had William de Warren, who paid ſcu- 
tage for this barony in the giſt of Henry II. and in 
14th of Richard I. paid 141. 58. to the king's re- 
demption. In the regiſter of Bury abbey is an 
agreement between this William and the abbot, who 
claimed 65s. rent, and two thouſand eels, for the 
mills between Wormegay and Weltbriggs, the gift 


of William's anceſtors, who on a grant of lands 


here, in Toucalull, &c. relcaled the {aid rent in the 


court 


- * 

” — — — 2 _—— ——_. 

_ . T2 = - — 
— > n — * 


" — - FS. 1 


-—— 
«< 


— 


— 


280 HUNDRED OF 


court of exchequer, before Richard, the king's trea- 
ſurer, &c. barons of the exchequer, &c. 


He married, firſt, Beatrix, and ſecondly, Mili. 
ſent, widow of Richard Lord Montfitchet, and gave, 
in the zth of king John four hundred marks for li- 
cence to marry her, and dying Ao. 11th of that 
king, leſt Beatrix, his daughter and heir, by his firſt 
wife, and then relict of Doun, or Dodo de Bardolph. 
The ſaid Beatrix, in the aforeſaid year, gave three 
thouſand marks to have her dower of Bardolph's 
lands, and ſeiſin of her inheritance, and that ſhe 
might not be diſtrained to marry again, and that the 
debts owing to the king, from her father, ſhould be 
paid out of the goods and chattels belonging to her 
father, and of Miliſent, his wife, which he died 
poſſeſſed of. William, her father, was a benefactor 
to the canons of Southwark, where he was bus 
ried. Reginald, his eldeſt ſon, died before him, 


without iſſue. 


In the 19th of king John, Beatrix, widow of 
Dodo lord Bardolph, was the wife of Hubert de 
Burgh, the king's lord-chamberlain, and afterwards 
earl of Kent, and in the 17th, Hubert held it in 
right of his wile, lately deceaſed. 


In the 275th of Henry III. William lord Bardolph, 
ſon and heir of Dodo and Beatrix, had livery of this 
honor, which the earl of Kent late held for life, and 
the ſheriff had authority to deliver it to him, and in 
the following year the grant of a market every 


Monday, and a fair. 


On the marriage of the king's daughter to the 
emperor, he anſwered for fourteen knights fees and 


an half, belonging to his barony ; in the g8th A 
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that king, had a grant of free-warren for all the 
manors belonging to it, and in the 35th it was found 
that ſeven hundred acres of fen, marſh, &c. in this 
town, Tottenhill, &c. belonging to this lord, were 
drowned by the raiſing of a cauſeway. This ſeems 
to be now what is called Setch cauſeway, and made 
about that time. 


In the gd of Edward I. he claimed the leet, aſſiſe, 
waif, pillory, fair, trebuchet, and heid fifteen knights 
fees and a half in capite, and in the following 
year died, Jeaving William his fon and heir, wha 
married in his father's life Juliana, daughter and 
heir of Hugh de Gourney, a baron of the realm; 
and in the 43d of Henry III. he paid 1841. and 
two hogſheads of wine, for debts due to that king, 
and the manor was extended at his father death to 
451. 115. 10d. per ann. 


This lord had ſeveral ſummons as a baron to 
ſerve that king anno 5, and 10, &c. and in the 15th 
to a parliament at Glouceſter, by Edmund earl of 
Cornwall, during the king's abſence, and died in 
1289; Juliana ſurvived him, and on her death, in 
the 23d of the ſaid king, Hugh was ſound to be her 
{on and heir, aged forty years. 


Hugh, lord Bardolph, took to wife Iſabella, 
daughter and heir of Robert Aguillon, of Adding- 
ton, in Surrey, a parliamentary baron; he was the 
twenty- ſecond peer who ſubſcribed the letter to the 
pope in the 29th of Edward I. fignifying that the 
kingdom of Scotland was not of his fee, and that 
the pope had no juriſdiction in temporal affairs; on 
his death, in the gad of that king, it was found 
that he paid 7s. monthly for caſtle-guard to the 
caſtle of Norwich, and that Thomas was his ſon 
and heir. Iſabel ſurvived him, and in the 6:h year 
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of Edward 1I. releaſed, by decd, to fir Michael de 
Ponyngs, knt. and Margery, his wife, all her right 
in the manor of Bures, in Suffolk, dated at Ber- 
camp, in Suſſex, on the feaſt of the annunciation ; 
the ſeal is of red wax, the impreſs a cinqueſoil, 
each leaf of it charged with a lys, the cinqueſoils 
being her huſband's arms, and gules, a lys argent, 
her paternal arms. | 


Lord Bardolph, ſon and heir of Hugh, or, as 
ſome ſay, ſon of William lord Bardolph, ſon of 
Hugh, was created knight of the bath in the 34th 
of Edward I. with the prince of Wales; in the 15th 
of Edward II. &c. had, with fir John de Thorpe, 
and fir John de Haward, the guard of Norfolk and 
Suffolk, and of che ſea coaſts; he married Agnes, daugh- 
ter of lord Grandiſon, and dying in the gd of Edward 
III. was buried in the priory of Shelford, in Notting- 
hamſhire, leaving John his fon and heir, who, in the 
10th of that king, married Elizabeth de Burgo, or 
Burgh, 3d daughter and co-heir of Gilbert carl of 
Glouceſter and Clare, by his wife Joan de Acres, 
ſiſter of Edward I. called de Burgh from her ſirſt 
huſband, john de Burgo, lord of Conaught, in 


Ireland. 


Edward III. in his 19th year, ſent bis writ, wit- 
neſſed by Lionel, his fon, then cultos of England, 
to this lord John, then a banneret, to attend him 
beyond ſea, with all his retinue, and in his 211t year, 
June 14th, he had a ſuinmons to repair immedi- 
ately to the king, -at the ſiege of Calais, not to ſtay 
till his horſes were ſhip'd, but to be there before the 
French raiſed the ſiege, which they daily threatened. 


Several genealogiſts make Elizabeth, the wife of 


this John lord Bardolph, to be the daughter and 
heir 
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heir of Roger D'Amorey, an Iriſh lord, gd huſband 
of Elizabeth de Burgo, daughter of the earl of Clare 
aforeſaid, and what ſeems to confirm this is the 
grant of Edward II. on December 1ſt, Ao. 12, at 
York, (in the parliament there) of divers manors to 
this Roger, and Elizabeth, his wife, and niece to 
that king, and the heirs of her body, and aſter his 
death they went to Elizabeth, daughter of the ſaid 
Roger, who married John lord Bardolph, as ap- 
pears from the eſcheats rolls, in the gd of Heury 
VI. and this Elizabeth died in the 31ſt of Edward 
III. 1377. 


| In 19533, this lord had a grant from pope Clement 
of a portable altar to perform maſs at, which, as 
a curioſity, we have here annexed: 


„Clemens Eps. ſ. f vor. Dej. dil'co filio nob'lj 
« yiro Johi. Bardolf militi, et dil'ce in Xto. ſilie no- 
** bili mulieri, Elizabethe ej; uxori Norwicen. dioc. 
* ſal'm. et aplica' bn, ſincere devotions affect. qu. ad 
© nos et Romanum geris ecc. n. 1digne mer't. ut 
« petic'o'1b; v'ris, &c. quas ex devoc'o'is fervore, 
*« p'dire conſpicim; qua'ta' cu. Do. poſlum; favor- 
* ab'ter annuam. Hinc eſt q. nos v'ris devot. ſup- 
* plicat'o'ib; inclinatj; ut liceat vot. haber. altar. 
* portabile c. reve'ncia et honore ſup' quod in locis 
** ad hoc convenietib; et honeſt. poſſit quilt veſtu. 
* p. ÞPu. ſacerdote' ydoneu' milla' et alia divina 
* officia {'n juris alienj pjudic' in v'ra pencia fa- 
s cere celebrarj, devoc'o} v're, tenore plent. indul- 
gem; nulli vero oi hoi u. liceat hanc pagivam 
* n're conceſſion. i ſringere v ej; auſu temerar, co- 
„ hibere {i quis aut hoc attemptar. p' ſumplit indig- 
„ nac'o'em o ipotent. Dei et Beator Petri et Paulj 
Ap lor. ej; ſe nov' it incurſuru. Dat. Av'ion. VII. 


„Id. Augulti Pont. n'ti. Abo. undecimo.“ Every 
Romiſh 
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Romiſh prieſt has in England, at preſent, ſuch an 
altar to carry about with him. 


In the 28th of the ſaid king, he was one of thoſe 
barons of parliament who ſigned the letters of proxy 
to Richard Wymondefold, &c. to agree on their parts 
to what ſhould be accorded before the pope between 
the envoys of England and France, about ſettling 
their differences; and in the 33d. he was appointed 
by the king to meet at Weſtminſter on Sunday next 
after the feaſt of St. Martin, to be of counſel to 
Thomas of Woodſtock, his ſon, (carl of Glouceſter) 
whom the king, being then at Sandwich, in Kent, 
ready to embark for France, had named cuſtos of 
England. In the 45th of Edward III. on the gd of 
Auguſt, this John lord Bardolph died, when it ap- 
pears that he held the manor of Wormegay, a water- 
mill there, and a pool called Le Ley, with the ap- 
purtenances, &c. together with the honor of Wor- 
megay in capite, by barony, paying to Norwich caſtle 
yearly 7s. for caſtle-guard, and wait-fee of the ſaid 
caſtle 4od. at St. Michael, and 4od. at Eaſter, to 
which manor and honor were belonging about twenty 
knights fees, viz. two knights fees held of the earl- 
marſhall, eight knights fees and a quarter of the 
earl Warren, and nine knights fees and an half of 
the biſhop of Norwich. Beſides theſe poſſeſſions, he 
died ſeiſed of the manor of Clopton, in Suffolk; 
thoſe of Burgh, Hekinton, Cathorpe, &c. in Lin- 
colnſhire; Stoke-Bardolph, &c. in Nottinghamſhire, 
as parcel of his barony of Shelford, to which, as 
it is ſaid, there were twenty- nine knights fees belong- 
ing, and William was his fon and heir, aged 14, then 
in ward with fir Michael Poynings, having put- 


chaſed it of queen Philippa, 
This 
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This William lord Bardolph married Agnes, 
daughter of the ſaid fir Michael; and on the 13th 
of June, in the $th of Richard II. was ſummoned 
by writ to meet the king, with his horſes, and arms, 
and whole ſervice, on the 14th of July following, to 
march into Scotland, againſt the Scots; he died in 
the following year, and was buried amongſt the 
carmelite friars at Lynn, in the choir. Thomas was 
his ſon and heir, aged 17 years; Agnes, his wife, 
ſurvived him, and was afterwards marricd to fir 'Tho- 
mas Mortimer, kt. and in the 21ſt of Richard II. he 
held this manor, &c. in her right. 


Thomas lord Bardolph, fon of William and Ag- 
nes, gave his vote, with ſome other lords, for the ſafe 
cuſtody of the late king Richard II. In the iſt of 
Henry IV. his wife was Avice, or Anne, daughter of 
Kalph lord Cromwell, of Tatfall caſtle, in Lincoln- 
ſhire; being in arms againſt Henry IV. in his gth year, 
and wounded in an engagement at Bramham-moor, 
in Yorkſhire, he was beheaded, and attainted in parli- 
ament; he leſt two daughters and coheirs, Anne 
and Joan; Anne niarried firſt fir William Clifford, 
and after fir Reginald Cobham. Joan was the wife 
of fir William Phelip, fon of fir John Phelip, of De- 
nington in Sultolk, treaſurer of the houſhold and 
chamberlain to Henry V. whom he attended in the 
wars of France, and had the chief conduct of that 
king's melancholy funeral. Sir William Clifford 
was knight of the garter. 


On the attainder of the aforeſaid Thomas lord 
- Bardolph, anno gth of Henry IV. May 8, this lord- 
ſhip, or barony, was granted with all its knights fees 
to Thomas Beaufort, the king's brother, afterwards 
duke of Exeter, who dying wichout iſſue in the zih 
of Heiry VI. the ſaid king, on the petition of fir 

| U William 
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William Phelip, and Joan, afterwards gave it by pa- 
tent to them, and he died lord Bardolph. 


Ann, the other daughter and coheir of Thomas 
lord Bardoph, dying without iſſue, anno 32 of the 
ſaid king, this honor deſcended to John viſcount 
Beaumont, who married Elizabeth, only daughter and 


heir of fir William Phelips, lord Bardolph. 


This John lord Beaumont was the firſt viſcount in 
England, and in great favor with the king, and for 
his continued ſervices had many privileges allowed 
him in this town, &c. with the grant of a capital meſ- 
ſuage in St. Bennet's Paul's Wharf. (Thames ſtreet, 
Loudon) called New-Inn, in the 27th of Henry VT. 
and in the following year created (June the 8th) lord 
great chamberlain, but at the battle at Northampton, 
on July gth, anno 38, was ſlain, leaving William his 
ſon and heir, who married, firſt, Elizabeth, daughter 
of fir Richard Scroop, brother to the lord Scroop, of 
Bolton, in Yorkſhire, and after her death, Joan, daugh- 
ter of Humphrey Stafford, duke of Buckingham, and 
being engaged in the ſame royal cauſe as his father, 
was taken priſoner at the bloody battle of Towton in 
1460, but making an eſcape on the 14th of Novem- 
ber, in the 1ſt of Edward IV. was attainted, and this 
manor was granted in the zth of this king to John 
Neville, marquis Mountacute, who being {lain in che 
battle of Barnet, it was given to Anthony Woodville, 
the queen's brother, who poſſeſſed it till he was be- 
headed at Pomſret caſtle, 


William lord Beaumont abovementioned, on the 
acceſſion of Henry VII. to the crown, was reſtored in 
blood, and on December 11th, 1495, John de Verc, 
carl of Oxford, had a grant, by letters patent, of the 

cuſtody 
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cuſtody of the perſon of this lord, honors, manors, 
&c. during his life, 


This William viſcount Beaumont, lord Comyn, 
Bardolph, Phelip, and Erpingham, (as he is tiled) 
died December 20, 1507, without iſſue, and lies bu- 
ried under a noble monument at the eaſt end of the 
chancel of Wivenhoe, in Eſſex, with his efhgy i 
armour, where alfo his ſecond lady, who re-married 
the earl of Oxford, was interred on her death, June 
16, 1537, when this manor came to the crown, 


Henry VIII. on July g. in his gad year, conveyed 
to John Dethick, Eſq; many paſtures, marſhes, and 
lands, with foldage, in the tenure of John Fincham, 
and a fiſhery in the water of Eye, in the tenure of the 
prior of Pentney ; by which it appears that the river 
here was called the Eye, and not the Nar*. The ſaid 
king in his gbth year, May 5, grants to him the 
park of Wormegay, lands called the Hall-yard, with 
the mill, part of the ſaid manor, and in the following 

ear licence from him to alienate the ſcite of the manor, 
called the Hall-yard, the Hall-croft, and the Hall-fen, 
to Bartholomew Plumſtead, and his heirs, 


Edmund Dethick, ſon of John Dethick, died April 
och, 1565, feifed of a capital meſſuage, park, and 
lands, held of the king in capite, by the 2oth part of 
a knight's fee; a meſſuage called Le-houſe at the Oak, 
with lands and marſhes held by the 40th part of a 
fee; and Chriſtopher was his ſon and heir. 

U 2 In 


* This river is alſo named Sandringham, and Lynn-flin, in 
ſome old maps ; but was not called the Nar till very lately, when 
his name was very properly adopted in In act of parliament 
for improving the navigation up to Narborough, Narford, and 
Weſtacre, : 
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In the 15th of Elizabeth, B. Plumſtead alienated 


the ſcite of the manor, &c. to Richard Wilcocks and 
William Guybon, but the manor itſelf was in the 
crown till Edward VI. granted it, November 161th, 
anno 3, to John duke of Northumberland, who had 
licence to alienate it to Thomas Mildmay, eſq; 
whoſe ſon, fir Thomas, was lord in the gth of Eliza- 
beth, and conveyed it, in the 2gd of that queen, to 
Francis Gawdy, afterwards chief. juſtice of the com- 
mon-pleas, and ſo came to fir Robert Rich, who con- 
veyed it to fir John Peyton, in which family it was in 
the 18th of James I. After this it was purchaſed by 
Dr. John Warner, who died biſhop. of Rocheſter in 
1666, and was ſettled by his. truſtees to pay certain 
annuities to 20 poor widows. of the clergy in his hol- 
Pital at Bromley, &c. John Lee Warner, D. D. 
archdeacon of Rocheſter, ſon of Thomas Lee, of Lon- 
don, gent. by Anne his wife, ſiſter to the biſhop, was 
his heir, and lord in 16go, and in that family it con- 
tinues, Henry Lee Warner, eiq. of Walſingham, being 
the preſent lord. | | 


Here is a good decoy belonging to this manor. 
The leet is in the lord of the hundred, fee, with 
Tottenhill, 2s. 


John Fincham, &c. in the 16th of Richard II. ali- 
ened to the prior of Ely a meſſuage, land, &c. here, 
in Fodderſton, and Shouldham-thorpe, and lands in 
Fincham, Wercham, and Shouldham. 


Tux PrIory. In this town was a priory founded 
by William de Warren, in the reign of Richard J. 
who died in the 11th of king John, dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, the Holy Croſs, and St. John the Evan- 
geliſt, for canons of the order of St. Auguſtine. Little 


or no remains of it are viſible at this time; it was in 
a cloſe, 
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a cloſe, oppoſite to the caſtle of Wormegay, on the 
left hand as you enter into the town, the priory be- 
ing on the north fide, the caſtle on the ſouth. —A 
ſmail larm-houſe, belonging to Mr. James Smith of 
Norwich, now ſtands on che ſcite of the priory. _ 


The firſt prior occurs anno 18 Henry III. and in 
19353; the canon of Wormegay was appointed by the 
biſhop of Norwich, the election of the convent being 


{et alide as inſuthcient. 


In 1461, this convent granted licence to the biſho 
of Norwich to preſent, pleading great poverty; and iu 
the year 1468, this priory was annexed, with all its 
members and appurtenances, to that of Pentney, an 
adjoining priory, | 


John Neville, earl of Northumberland; and his 
countels, giving their conlent, to which earl Edward 
IV. (on the attainder of William lord vifcount Beau- 
mont, lord of this manor, and patron of this priory, 
as heir to the lords Bardolph) had granted this ma- 
vor, &c. the convent of Pentney engaging to pray (as 
that of Wormegay had done) for ever for the foul of 
this carl, &c. patrons of this priory,—On the diffolu- 
tion- of Pentney priory, the lands, &c. of that houſe 
came'to the crown, and amongſt them thoſe which 
belonged formerly to this priory ; and in the 29th of 
Henry VIII. the ſcite of this priory, with the houſe, 
garden, &c. meadows, and paſtures belonging to it, 
were leaſed out February 14. in the ſaid year, to 
Thomas earl of Rutland, by the court of augmenta- 
tions, &c. for 21 years, and were farmed under the 
laid earl by John Dethick, for 211. per ann. —Ed- 
ward VI. in his 4th year, 11th of April, gave the 
ſcite of the priory of Wormegay, and manor, together 
with che: rectory, which was appropriated thereto, to 


Thomas 
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Thomas Thirlby, biſhop of Norwich; but Edmund 


Scambler, who was made biſhop of Norwich in the 
27th of Elizabeth, and doing, as Sir Henry Spelman 
obſerves, as much as well he might to impoveriſh 
his church,” made a leaſe of moſt of the manors and 
lands thereof, and amongſt them of the lands belong- 
ing to this priory, and the nunnery of Blackburgh ad- 
Joining, to queen Elizabeth for 80 years, at the low- 
eſt rent he might, which biſhop Godwin, in like caſes, 
termeth ſacrilege ; after this it came to the ſee of Nor- 


wich again. 


The temporalities of the prior of Wormegay, in the 
ſaid town, were, in 1428, taxed at 6l. 9s. His ſpi- 
ritualities for the church at the ſaid time were taxed 
at fix marks and an half. Peter-pence, 8d. 


I The ſum of the ſpiritualities amounted then to 191. 
excepting the rectory of Eaſt Tuddenham; and the 
ſum of the temporalities to g71. 8s. 6d. 


At the diſſolution, this priory, annexed to (and to- 
gether with) Pentney, was valued, as Speed, at 20 5l. 
188. 8d. -The clear value 17ol. 4s. gd. farthing as 


Dugdale. 


Several manors and lands, &c. were granted and 
confirmed to the prior and convent, which we think 
unneceſſary to particulariſe at this diſtant period of 
time. 


The following churches were in this houſe: 


1. Wormegay, appropriated to it on the ſounda- 
tion of che priory. W | 


2. Eaſt 
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2. Faſt Tuddenham, in Forehoe, granted in the 
15ih of king John, and appropriated to them in the 
year 1339; here was a vicarage then, ſettled in the 
patronage of the ſaid priory. 


A mediety of the church of Fordham in this 
hundred, to which they preſented in 1306; this was 
appropriated to them the laſt day of February, 1346. 


4. Weſlbrigg and Tottenhill, alſo in this hun- 
dred, approprimted to the priory July 18th, 1416, 
given them by Thomas Beaufort, earl of Dorſet, on 
condition they ſupply it by one of their canons, or to 
find a ſufficient chaplain. 


A modern author calls this a cell to Pentney ; and 
Stephens ſays that neither the Monaſticon, nor any 
other that he hath met with, gives us the leaſt account 
of this monaſtery, whoſe name he only met with in 


Sir Henry Spelman's Hiſtory of Sacrilege, 
The church of Wormegay is dedicated to St. Mi- 


chael. It is an ancient ſingle building, of carr-ſtone, 
flint, &c. covered with reed; at the weſt end of the 
nave is an ancient font; on the baſons are eight 
ſhields, now defaced ; at the end of the fouth wall, 
near to the ſcreen, has been an altar; the baſon for 
the holy water is {till remaining, The tower at the 
welt end of the nave is chiefly of carr-ſtone, in which: 
hangs one bell; and the chancel is coyered with Hol- 
land guuler-tiles. 


This church ſtands nearly a mile caſt of the pre- 
ſent village. (which, ſays Mr. Parkin, is now a ver 
mean one) in the fields by itſelf. It was (as has been 
oblerved) appropriated to the priory, and afterwards 
to that of Penney, on the union of the two priories ; 

at 
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at the diſſolution it came to the crown, and was given 
by Edward VI. in his fourth year, to the bilhop of 
Norwich and his ſucceſſors for ever, and is lealed out 


at this time by the ſaid biſhop. 


In 160g, we find that there were 107 communi- 
cants; and the ſtipend was 6l. per ann. but biſhop 
Reynolds, upon the renewal of the leaſe of the im- 
propriate rectory, expreſsly reſerved an augmentation 
for the curate of 201. per ann. 


In the igth of queen Elizabeth, 408. per ann. was 
paid to the ſerving curate here, out. of the lands be- 
longing to the priory of Pentney, by the queen's re- 


ceiver general, from the augmentation office, and is 
ſaid to be a perpetual grant. 


Wormegay is environed with water and low 
grounds, fens and marſhes; the chief and moſt ſafe 
entrance is by a cauſe- way on the weſt fide, where, on 
the right hand, ſtood formerly a caſtle. Here the 
Bardolphs lived and reſided at times, being the head, 
or ſcite, of the barony of Wormegay. The manor 
houſe, now occupied by the tenant, ſtands caſt of the 
town, and north of the church. It has had a ſmall 
park, in which are ſome lofty trees. The navigable 
river Nar runs cloſe by here, and has a ſtaich for land- 
ing coals, brick, lime, &c. 

In 1742 che Rev. Thomas Pigge was preſented to 

this curacy by the biſhop of Norwich, þ. j. on 
whole reſignation the Rev. William Winder was li— 
cenſed, July 12th, 1771. 


Wire, ſays the reverend continuator of an eſſay, is 
name of a river in Lancaſhire; hence Werhale in 


Chellure, W orlingham in Suffolk and Surrey, and 
VV ermel ai, 
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Wermelai, now called Wormley, in Hertfordſhire, alſo 


Wermenhala, now Wormhale, in Bucks. 


WRETTON, or W1irtTox, from a ſtream of wa- 
ter running through it. This town is not mentioned 
in the book of Doomſday, being accounted for under 
the manor of Cavenham, Wiron-Hall, &c. in Were- 
ham, which were in, and had their ſcite in Were- 
ham; and there being no capital lordſhip that had 
its {cite in this town, is the cauſe of that omithon. 


In the 24th of Hanry III. there was a ſuit carried 
on by the prior of Shouldham, whole manor'of Ca- 
venham extended therein, the prior claiming mer- 
chettam (for a marriage) from William de la Ferte of 
this town, who proving himſelf a fteeman, and no vil- 
lain, was acquitted. —Merchetta was the fine of a 
mark, paid to be free from a ſavage cuſtom in many 
manors, for the lord to lie the firſt night with the 
bride of his tenant®. The lord of Cavenham, and 
the lord of Wiron-hall and Wereham-hall, are lords 
here, 


The church is dedicated to All Saints, has a nave 
and a ſouth aile, the nave covered with reed, and is 
about 54 feet long, the aile with lead, and together are 
about 28 feet broad; at che welt end of the nave is 
a low four-ſquare tower, and a ſmall ſhaft; herein are 
two bells. 


At the eaſt end of the ſouth aile lies a marble 
grave-ſtone, with part of a brals plate, —Orate b. à ia. 
Fohs. Bl, - - - —, "The chancel is about 2g feet long, 
and ſeventeen broad, covered with reed; againſt the 
caſt wall, a large pedeſtal of ſlone, for imago principals, 

moiety 


* This abfurd cuſtom Kill prevails in ſome part of Scotland, 
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A moiety of the patronage of this church was in the 
lord of Wiron-Hall, and given by Peter de Narford, 
by deed without date, to \V eſt Dercham abbey ; the 
other moiety was granted to the ſaid abbey by Gilbert 
Buxi, of Boughton, and Hugh Buxi. and appropria- 
ted to the convent by the biſhop of Norwich, in his 
ſixch year, 126g. 


On this appropriation it was ſerved by one of the 
canons of that abbey ; on the diſſolution it came to the 
crown, and was granted, wich the reQtory-houſe and 
glebe lands, &c. September 14th, in the eighteenth of 
Elizabeth, to Adam Bland. In the reign of Edward 
I. here was a rectory-houſe, and 10 acres of glebe. 
From Bland it came to Mundeford, Life, and War- 
ren, and ſo to Roger Pratt, Eſq; the late impropria— 
tor, who, by ſettling certain lands on this church, and 
that of Wereham, procured queen Ann's bounty, ſo 
that both theſe curacies are now, together, worth 7 ol, 
per ann. and Edward Pratt, eſq. of Weſt Riſlon, is 


patron, | 


The ſpiritualities of Weſt Dereham, for this 
church, were fix marks per ann. 


Nicholas Lovel, eſq; of Wretton, was buried in 
this church, 145g. 


Mrs. Forby, widow, about 1710, gave in land 41. 
10s. per ann. for the poor; and there is other land 


for the ſaid uſe of 11. 6s. per ann, allo zs. per ann. 


The learned Roger Gale, eſq; concludes, that as 
there are an infinite number of ancient villages whole 
names are not mentioned in the book of Doomſday, 
That only thoſe are mentioned who held either of 
« the king, or of the church, who alſo held —.— 

| | king 


— 
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© king in capite; and that thoſe lands which were 
held by the Engliſh, who were not in arms, or by 
«+ their council acted againſt king William, were not 
„ 2ccounted for, or alleſled in that book.” 


But we take this not to be the real caſe; thoſe 
townſhips which are not mentioned, or accounted for 
in the aforeſaid ſurvey, ſtand charged in ſome ma- 
nor held of the king, or other lord, in ſome adjoining 
town, and ſo extending into theſe towns that are not 
mentioned. As forexample; this townſhip of Wret- 
ton, having the ſcite of no manor in it, is not men- 
tioned, but ſtands charged and aſſeſſed under the 
manors of Wereham-hall, and Wiron-hall, the ſcite of 
both theſe lordſhips being in Wereham, and alſo 
under Cavenham manor, in Wercham. It is certain 
that all lands, both of the laity and clergy, were at the 
ſurvey held of the King, directly in capite; and no 
land whatever, or townſhip, was excepted from the 
account then taken; and from the aſſeſſment then 
made, all were held under the Conqueror by military 
ſervices, agreeable to its quantity and quality; and 
ſince thoſe towns that are not mentioned in Doomſday 
(not having any manor in them) are yet accounted 
for in the towns where their manors ſtood, and there 
alleſſed, it would have been improper to repeat, and 
charge again, what had been fo properly and juſtly 
accounted for where their ſcite was, 


The Rev. Jermyn Pratt was preſented to this cy - 
racy, wich Wereham, in 1746. 


